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Love Is All A round Us! 
The abundance of lurid red and white, advertisements for 

chocolates, champagne and luxury gifts for the Beloved in your life, 
not to mention hugely inflated costs of floral bouquets signal that 
once again St Valentine’s Day is upon us.  A sort of Gooey Soft-
Centred-Schmaltzy-Get it Wrong At Your Peril fest to break the 
‘monotony’ between Christmas and Easter.  Love, it seems, is 
measured by the size of the card, the weight of the flowers, the 
ambience of the (expensive) restaurant and, for many women, the 
time and effort put into the evening by the poor unfortunate chap! 

St Valentine revolves at a fantastic rate in his grave and the 
angels mourn human-kind’s phenomenal capacity for delusion. 

As a child I was fascinated by the grisly bones and relics of the 
saint viewed through a glass panel set into the’ High Altar’ of 
Whitefriars Street Carmelite Church, Dublin. And by the steady 
procession of young folk, couples and singles, who flocked to the 
church to pray for a life partner and happiness in love year after 
year. 

I was equally as fascinated to learn that these were the bones of a 
possible THREE Saint Valentines: a Roman priest, a Bishop and a 
martyr who died in Africa.  And later in university made the link 
between the church’s wish to replace the ancient pagan festival of 
Lupercalia with something of a more spiritual nature.  I am left 
wondering what happened! 

For Christians, the Love of Christ, of God, for the world speaks 
not of material things given on one particular day of the year but of 
a love poured out for all humankind in sacrifice.  A love that holds 
nothing back, a practical love, a love that involves putting self 
aside, a love that cannot be broken, a love unending, eternal.  
Sometimes it’s almost too much to bear to look fully and squarely 
at this type of love - its quality, its strength of purpose, are too 
much for us. 

However, perhaps occasions like St Valentine’s Day offer us an 
opportunity to recognise where we find this kind of love, the love of 
sacrifice and selflessness, in our own lives.  I’ve found myself 
thinking of how much my husband has given up so that God’s call 
and claim on my life can be followed with an unfettered heart.  The 
small things of our past life that he has let go wholeheartedly and 
without resentment - a lie-in on the weekend with his wife, a 
Sunday afternoon movie, a late Saturday night wining and dining 
with friends.  I could go on and won’t to spare his blushes but you 
get my drift! 

This Valentine’s Day let us celebrate the real meaning of love, 
both the love of God for His Creation and the love we have for each 
other.  Perhaps we could tell someone we love and value - a family 
member, a friend, a colleague - and God - just how much what they 
do and who they are means to us.  And thank them for their love 
and care of us.  Of course it could be done in a card if that’s your 
custom - and you have the added benefit of helping card designers 
and vendors to earn their crust! 
 
Happy Valentine’s Day! 
Maria Shepherdson 
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Upper Kennet Churches  
Notice Board 

Baptisms 
Toby Lundy  11 December  Avebury 
William Horton 18 December  Broad Hinton 
 
 
Funeral 
Norah Merritt  10 January  Avebury 

A View from the Rectory 

East Kennett Carol Singers 
Many thanks to all who supported the East Kennett Carol 
Singers, (including those who gave us sustenance en route), 
brilliantly supplemented by our violinist and two recorder 
players. We raised £125.42 for Children in Need. 
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Left behind in West Overton Church 
at Christmas 

The following items were found in West Overton Chur ch 
after Christmas Services:  

Furry ear muffs and a pair of Sunglasses 
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5 February  
3rd  Sunday before Lent    Green  
Isaiah 40. 21-end 
Psalm 147. 1 – 12, 21c  
1 Corinthians 9. 16 -23 
Mark 1. 29 - 39 
 
12 February    
2nd  Sunday before Lent    Green 
Proverbs 8. 1, 22 – 31 
Psalm 104 . 26 – end 
Colossians 1. 15 – 20 
John 1. 1 - 14 
 
 

19 February 
Sunday next before Lent    Green 
2 Kings 2. 1  12 
Psalm 50.  1 -6 
2 Corinthians 4. 3 - 6 
Mark 9. 2 - 9 
 
26th February  
1st Sunday of Lent      Purple 
Genesis  9. 8 - 17 
Psalm 25. 1 - 9 
1 Peter 3. 18 - end 
Mark 1. 9 - 15 

��������	
��	�
�	��������	 LENT LUNCH 
 

Wednesday 14th of March 

at 
The Old Bakery 

High Street Avebury 

12.00 - 2.00pm 

Admission by Donation 

 
All are Welcome 

Wednesday Communion Services  
will take place at 10.00 am at 9, The Beeches, Winterbourne Monkton. Clergy will attend on the first and third Wednesdays of each 

month.  

   
St  

Nicholas 
 

FYFIELD  

 
St Michael & 

All Angels 
 

WEST 
 OVERTON 

 
Christ 

Church 
 

EAST  
KENNETT  

 
St James 

 
 

AVEBURY  

St Mary 
Magdalene 

 
WINTER-
BOURNE 

MONKTON  

St Katherine 
& St Peter 

 
WINTER-
BOURNE 
BASSETT 

St Peter ad 
Vincula 

 
BROAD  
HINTON  

TIME  8.00 AM 10.00 AM 8.00 AM 10.00 AM 10.30 AM 11.00 AM 10.00 AM 

5 February 
3rd before 

Lent 
Env week 6 

 
Prayer Book  
Communion 

  

     
Informal  
Service 

  

   
Holy  

Communion 
  

 
Holy  

Commuion 

12 February 
2nd beforeLent 

Env week 7 

   
Holy 

Communion 

 
Prayer Book  
Commuion 

  

 
Holy  

Communion 
 

 
Informal 

Holy 
Communion 

  

   
Prayer 
Book  

Matins 
  

19 February 
Sunday before 

Lent 
Env week 8 

  
10.30 AM – BENEFICE SERVICE – COMMUNION – FYFIELD  

26 February 
Lent 1 

Env week 9 

  10.30 am 
Soul  

Sanctuary 
Cafe Church 

K V Hall  

6.00 pm 
 

Evensong 
 

6.00 pm 
 

Evensong 
 

 
Holy 

Communion 

 
Morning 
Prayer 

 

 

4 March 
Lent 2 

Env week 10 

 
  Prayer 
   Book 

Commun ion 

     
Informal  
Service 

    
Holy 

Communion 

 
Holy 

Communion 
  

22 February 
Ash  

Wednesday 

   7.30pm 
Holy  

Communion 
with Ashing 

10.00am 
Holy 

Communion 
with Ashing 
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“Hold a Fish and Chip Supper to help 
spinal cord injured people live full and 

independent lives.” 
Great British Fish and Chip Supper – 
Friday 18th May 2012 
Want to do something different? Want to 
raise money where you live or work? Want to eat Fish and Chips, 
while raising money for charity? Hold a fish and chip supper on 
Friday 18th May 2012 whilst raising awareness of spinal cord 
injury and supporting SIA’s information and support services.  
You can hold a fish and chip supper in your own home, at work or 
hold a larger supper at your local community centre. 
SIA will provide a fundraising pack containing hints and tips, 
recipes, invitations and donation envelopes. By inviting 7 friends 
and asking them to donate an additional £5.00 means you will raise 
at least £35.00 from your supper but we will also give you 
additional fundraising ideas to raise even more money for SIA. 
Last year we had over 100 suppers taking part in England and 
Wales and we raised £6,000. In the three years we have been 
running the event we have raised £20,000 to support spinal cord 
injured people. 
The money raised from the suppers will help the Spinal Injuries 
Association offer support to individuals who become paralysed and 
their families, from the moment a spinal injury occurs, and for the 
rest of their lives by providing services and publications which 
enable and encourage paralysed people to lead independent lives. 
Every year in the UK over 1,000 people experience a spinal cord 
injury and there are an estimated 40,000 spinal cord injured people 
in the UK alone.  
Community Fundraising Officer, Elizabeth Wright, says, “The Fish 
and Chip Supper is a wonderful opportunity for a great evening 
with friends and family. We are also encouraging people who work 
to hold a Fish and Chip Lunch in their work places to raise even 
more funds. You may be even a local community group wanting to 
run a fun evening with your group. 
Be a part of something special and make a real difference to help 
spinal cord injured people gain access to the information and 
support they need to enable them to live full and independent 
lives.” 
For more information or request a fundraising pack call Elizabeth 
Wright on 0845 071 4350 or email fishandchips@spinal.co.uk or 
visit www.spinal.co.uk/fishandchips 

TIME OUT 
A chance for ladies of all ages to meet for tea, chat and discovery of 
the Christian Faith, 
A varied programme is now available for Spring/Summer and we 
welcome all you ladies to come and meet us without any oblgation 
or commitment. We meet in each others homes and it is a good way 
to meet people from the other villages in the benefice. 
Programmes are available in the churches or telephone  
Claire Stiles 01793 731620 or contact the church office 

KENNET VALLEY DRIVING GROUP (KVDG)  
REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 1074359 – A MEMBER GROUP OF RIDING 

FOR THE DISABLED ASSOCIATION INCORPORATING CARRIAGE  
DRIVING 

 
LOOKING FOR A NEW CHALLENGE?  

KVDG has vacancies for adults (16+) with physical disabilities who 
would enjoy the challenge of learning to drive and control a horse and 

carriage in all situations. 
We drive on the Marlborough Downs on Tuesday and Thursday mornings 
and are a friendly group wanting to teach all aspects of carriage driving.  

 
NEW HELPERS ALWAYS WELCOME  

For more information contact Maggie Lewis on 0845 241 5396 or 
email: kennetvalleydrivinggroup@gmail.com 
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Avebury Social Centre 
 
UNCLAIMED: one small broach - found around the time of 
the Panto  
one ladies coat - left around Saturday 17th December 
If anyone wishes to claim ownership to the above will they 
please contact Mrs Judith Farthing Tel: 01672 539294  

Avebury & District Club  
News & Events  

 
The Club has a very good and large selection of 

both beers, lagers, spirits and ciders – so come on 
down to the Club and enjoy! 

SurPrize Bingo 
We felt it was time again for our fun Surprize prize 
Bingo evening – again great prizes and a good fun 
evening to be had, come along and try your luck. It’s 
on Saturday 4th February and all profits go to 
Avebury Club. 
Valentines Dance with Live Music 
We are holding a romantic Valentines evening with 
live music on Saturday 18th February with the very 
popular local duo of Tom and Kerry McKenna.  
Come along and have a smooch and a bop on the 
dance floor. 
Darts 
We have our annual darts trophies this time of the 
year – this time on Saturday 11th February it is the 
turn of the Cawley Cup, again this is a members 
only event – so renew your membership and get 
down and have a good darting evening and try and 
win some cash prizes! 
Music Quiz 
This is being held on Saturday 25th February, and 
somehow it’s even better than the last music quiz!   
There are 100 Questions!  8.45pm prompt start. 
Christmas Music with Accordions 
Just before Christmas we had an excellent evening 
with a truly enjoyable and professional performance 
from the Kennet Accordion orchestra from 
Marlborough.  We hope to have them back this time 
well before Christmas. You can find out more about 
them from their website 
 www.kennetaccordionorchestra.co.uk 
 
Sunday Bingo – 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th - Eyes down 

8.15pm 
 
If you have an idea for an event which we do not 
hold at present, and that you would like to see at 

the Club – please contact us.  You can also sponsor 
an event if you would like to. 

 
More details of events are available on the Club’s 

website www.Avebury-Club.co.uk 

AVEBURY COMMUNITY  
SHOP NEWS 

 Shop Phone Number: 01672 539200 
Prices 
 We have done another price comparison with the supermarkets and are please to 
see that our prices are still competitive. 

Home Deliveries 
Just a reminder that we offer a home delivery service for anyone who is unable to 
get to the shop for age or health reasons.   We deliver to Avebury, Avebury 
Trusloe, Beckhampton, East Kennet, Winterbourne Monkton and Berwick 
Bassett.  If you would like to have a home delivery please telephone the shop on 
01672 539200 and ask for Wendy or Lyn.  
Christmas Orders 
Thanks to all those who ordered Christmas produce.   Everyone was very pleased 
with the quality of the produce they received. 
Shop Cleaning 
Thanks very much to all the volunteers who helped with the cleaning of the shop, 
and especially to Lyn for organising this. 
Volunteers 
We always welcome more volunteers. We are very flexible, you do not need to 
sign up to the same shift every week, and even if you are only available once or 
twice a month you would be welcome.  The shifts are about 3 hours long.  If you 
are interested in volunteering, or would like any more information about what is 
involved, please contact Lyn at the shop on 01672 539200 for more information. 

Michele Lomas 
Chair of Avebury Community Shop 

  Avebury Sainsburys Tesco Waitrose   Saving 
(min) 

1 pint milk 44p 49p 49p 49p   5p 

Old Potatoes  
per kilo 

54p £1.50 £1.25 £1.29   71p 

Sprouts per kilo 
(loose) 

£1.10 £1.90 £1.87 £1.89   77p 

Carrots 72p 80p 80p 85p   8p 
Satsumas  
per kilo 

£1.44 £2.89 £2.89 £2.99   £1.45 

Apples 
Braeburn  
per kilo 

£1.44 £1.66 £1.63 £1.77   19p 

Cadburys 
Chocolate 
Fingers 125g 

£1.39 £1.89 £1.79 £1.79   40p 

Bold 2 in 1 
Washing 
powder 800g 

£2.99 £3.09 £3.19 £3.09   10p 

London Marathon 2012  
Sponsorship 

I'm not a natural runner, but love a challenge, especially when for a 
good cause. 
Could you spare a few  ££'s for my selected charity to help motivate 
me on the day? 
Find out more at:  

http://www.justgiving.com/little-legs-big-marathon 
...or you can text LLBM77 £5 to 70070 (100% goes to the charity) 

 
Many Thanks 

Jon Campbell (1 Trusloe Cottages, Avebury) 
 

Feel free to contact me at jon_campbell_uk@yahoo.com if anyone 
wants to go for a run! 
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News From The Tower 
Ringing Times:     5th and 12th February 9.30 to 10.00 am 
                              26th February, 5.30 to 6.00 pm 
Practice Night:     Tuesdays, 7.30 to 9.00 pm. 
Full Peal Attempt: 6th March. 10 am – 12.45 pm approx. 

Matthew and Carol Birkeland-Green braved the drizzly night 
to join the ringers in the tower for the Old Year out/New Year in 
ringing and we were very pleased to see them. The High Street 
was deserted when we left the church in the  first hour of 2012, 
though I was told that Heather had been listening at her window. 

The Branch AGM was held at Lyneham on 14th January. A 
cooked tea was very much appreciated by the ringers, before the 
AGM, on what was the coldest night of the winter, so far. With 
the business completed, ringing continued in the evening. 

There is to be a full peal attempt starting at 10 am on the 6th 
March. 

Avebury will host the monthly Branch meeting on the 10th 
March, ringing will start at 3 p.m.;  the service will be in the 
church from 4.30 – 5 pm  and everyone is welcome to join us. 

Mary Davidge.  Tel: 01672 513819 
Belfry Correspondent.. 

Avebury & District W.I. 
 

A good start to 2012 for the W.I. 
 

In bright sunshine on a comparatively warm January 
afternoon, the members of Avebury & District W.I. were seen 
to be queuing (enthusiastically?) to pay their subscriptions for 
the new year. 

Our speaker was Rita McVitie who had worked in various 
capacities in administration at some of the racing stables within 
our region. She explained how the chalk turf was ideal for 
training horses as flat racers. 
She read some very evocative descriptions of riding out, which 
she had herself done, over the Lambourne gallops in the early 
mornings. She gave us a history of the stable lads and their 
extremely arduous life in the early years of competitive racing 
and their still hard-working lives today. All in all it was a talk 
with something for everyone which was shown by the 
enthusiastic response and questions by the members. 

Next month� s meeting is again at 2pm on Thursday the 9th 
of February when we shall have a jewellery craft afternoon 
with� Beads galore. Materials will be provided. The 
competition:- the prettiest item made by a class member and 3 
cut flowering bulbs. There will also be a magazine and book 
swap. If you are interested in pursuing a craft or learning a new 
one, we hold a craft afternoon on the first Wednesday of the 
month. Come and join us! 

The Avebury Social Centre Spring Fayre is on Saturday the 
17th of March - doors open 1.30pm. There will be a W.I. Stall 
of cakes and preserves.  

Mary Beale 

Avebury Social Centre 
Dates for your Diary 

March 17th  
Spring Fayre and User Groups Table Top Sale  
Doors open 1.30 p.m. Entrance 50p (Under 14's free). 
March 29th  
Rural Arts Wiltshire presents the play 'Me, myself and Miss 
Gibbes'  A mystery investigation. 
 
Doors open 7 for a 7.30p.m. start  
Please ring Joan on 539505. 
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Wild about the Valley 
 
19th January 2012 
 

Nature at present is a bit topsy turvy with snowdrops and 
daffodil out at W. Overton before Christmas, crocus out 3rd Jan 
and bedding geranium still flowering into the 3rd week of Jan 
at East Kennett, spiky leaves of bluebell in West Woods are 
already showing, aconites are budded to flower. 

Peregrine Falcon seen in Stanley Wood, 3 Red Kites over W. 
Overton and a Goldcrest in a garden there, a fox by the bridge 
at E. Kennett at 11am, on the verge devouring the remains of 
either a Coot or Moorhen. 

The shrubbery in the court yard at Manor Farm W. Overton 
is the roosting place for 100’s of Starling, the tall tree there is a 
London Plane, its fast growing and is an hybrid between 
American and Oriental Plane, planted on the streets of London 
some 200 years ago, its one of the few trees that could survive 
the soot-laden atmosphere of cities before the Clean Air Act, its 
shiny leaves was easily washed clean by rain and it sheds its 
bark regularly and so prevents the tree becoming stippled under 
a layer of sooty, sulphrous grime. 

Where wild life is concerned it’s being in the right place at 
the right time, a garden, a hedgerow with wooden fencing, 
along the top rail is a stoat carrying a small rodent in its mouth, 
it stops, looks and looks around, drops the rodent and dives into 
the hedge seconds before a bird of pray swoops down into the 
hedge, the bird gets tangled up in the top of the hedge, it 
untangles itself, flies up and dives again, through the hedge and 
emerges with the dead rodent in its talons and flies off, poor 
stoat has lost its dinner but a tender easy snack for the bird.  
This episode was witnessed by a lady at E. Kennett who found 
quite fascinating, - right place, right time.  That’s natures best 
moments that you never forget. 

Derek Hartshorn 861238 

Avebury Parish Council 
Headlines from the Parish Council’s meeting on 6 December 
2011  
 
Transport Group:  We have set up this Group to press for 

solutions to traffic, parking and other transport issues.  You 
are very welcome to join it.  We will be sending round a 
special leaflet soon and then holding a village meeting later in 
February.  Please contact Mike Bedford if you want to join at 
mikebedf@googlemail.com or on 539020 if you haven’t got 
email. 

Some issues are: speeding and noisy traffic, dangers to 
pedestrians, parking and congestion in the High Street, Green 
Street and parts of Trusloe, the state of some of our roads and 
footpaths, arrangements at summer solstice and the needs of 
pedestrians, cyclists and riders. 

Local Livelihoods and Tourism meeting.  We have arranged a 
meeting on 27 January to see what the Parish Council can do 
to represent the interests of our shops, pubs and B & Bs who 
depend, to a greater or lesser extent, on tourism.   

Olympic torch:   The Olympic torch will be carried from Calne 
to Marlborough on Wednesday 23 May, probably along the 
A4.  It appears at this stage, rather disappointingly, that it will 
be transported in a vehicle, and not carried by athletes.  

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee:  We want to hear whether people 
are interested in organising an event to celebrate the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee.  The Parish has earmarked £250 and we are 
planning to apply for further funding from Wiltshire Council.  
Would you be interested in coming to an event and/or in 
helping to arrange it?  

The Sarsen Trail sponsored walk will take place on Sunday 6 
May 2012 and Avebury Rocks will be held on Saturday 7 
July. 

The Manor Reborn:  The BBC has screened its four 
programmes on the Manor and we would welcome your feed-
back on any impacts you have experienced. 

Camping dates during observances in 2012:  Dates for 16 
nights of informal camping in the overflow car park in 2012 
have now been fixed.  These will be the nights of 28 January 
(Imbolc), 17 to 19 March (Spring Equinox), 28 to 30 April 
(Beltaine), 20 + 21 June (Summer Solstice), 28 July and 31 
July (Lammas), 22 to 24 September (Autumn Equinox) and 
27 October and 31 October (Samhain).  Camping may be 
agreed later for two extra nights on 21 and 22 December 
(Winter Solstice). 

Some repairs:  The Millennium bench by Big Arch Bridge has 
been refurbished and re-instated.  We are very grateful to the 
executors of the late Sherrie Echols’ estate for offering to do 
this work and paying for it.  The Parish Council is also 
currently repairing village notice boards at Trusloe and West 
Kennett, and the National Trust has donated its notice-board 
between the main car-park and the sports-field to the Parish.  
We are using it to replace the notice-board at Beckhampton.   

Handyman:  We are keen to hear from anyone who wishes to 
assist the Parish Council with general maintenance duties in 
the Parish. 

Precept for 2012/13:  The ‘precept’ is the money that comes 
out of the Council Tax to pay for the work of the Parish 
Council.  We decided at our December meeting to set it at 
£11,100 for next financial year, a little below the current 
figure of £11,500. 

Parish Clerk:  Liz Moore, our Clerk, is on maternity leave at 
present.  Please contact Andrew Williamson for the time 
being on 539284 or clerk@aveburyparishcouncil.org.  (PS. 
Liz has now had her baby, Victoria.  Congratulations!) 

 
Next Parish Council meeting: 7.30pm on 7 February at the 

Social Centre. 

Avebury Parish Council 

TRANSPORT GROUP 
The Parish Council has set up this Group and we want to hear 
your views on transport issues.  Please find more details in our 
‘Headlines’ section elsewhere in this copy of Upper Kennet 
News. 

Avebury Parish Council 

HANDYMAN or HANDYWOMAN 
If you are interested in helping the Parish Council with general 
maintenance duties, please contact Andrew Williamson on 539 
284 for further details.  Terms and conditions are negotiable. 
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GARDENING AND  
PAINTING SERVICES 

Gerald Clarke 
Tel: 01672 539470 

Mob: 07886 233314 

KENNET VALLEY 
NATIONAL TRUST 

ASSOCIATION 
Kennet Valley National Trust Association meets every 3rd 
Monday in each Month mostly at the Kennet Valley Hall, 
Lockeridge 7.30 pm, Visitors Welcome. Our next meeting is 
on Monday the 20th February at the KENNET VALLEY 
HALL LOCKERIDGE  

Talk entitled 
National Trust Farming in Wessex 

By 
Rebecca Charley 

 
If you would like to join the KVNTA, a friendly association of 
all ages, please 
Contact Mrs Catherine Woodruff, Membership Secretary, on 
01380 723215 

CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPIST 
 

Debbie Simpson MCSP SRP (Bupa registered) 
Musculo-skeletal specialist 

Sports injury and Fitness management 
Acupuncture registered 

Pilates & Nordic walking instructor 
Lockeridge clinic: 07724 486370 / 01672 861362��

What is Happening in Kennet Valley 
School this Month? 

The School Christmas Play 
 Bethlehem was truly ‘Buzzin’ as our pupils 
sang and danced in the aisles at St Michael’s 
Church in West Overton. The Classic 
Christmas Story was given rhythm as 
merchants, animals, Kings, shepherds, stars 

and a whole lot more celebrated the Birth of Jesus. ‘Celebrate, put a 
big smile on your face, make the world a brighter place’ was the 
theme of the evening..  

 
Kennet Valley School Christmas 
Fayre. 
There was a lot to buy, a raffle, mulled wine 
and mince pies and, of course, Santa’s Grotto. 
A hugely successful evening raised £900 for the 
school. A date to put in your diary is 22nd March 

when a ‘Ladies shopping and Pampering Evening’ will take place. 

 
Native Garden 
Mrs Russell is talking to the National Trust about 
developing a native garden at the school. It is hoped 
that this will be incorporated in a more extensive 
design for the garden, including an outdoor 
classroom. 
 

Going Green 
We will spend Terms 3&4 focusing on caring for the environment 
and being good citizens. We made a good start by collecting ring 
pulls from tins and cans to help improve the lives of the children at 
the Tondo School in Manila, The Philippines. Ex pupil Sarah 
Woodget is now helping at the school in Manila and will tell our 
pupils all about it when she returns. The ring pulls will be used in a 
WOW (War On Waste) factory to make jewellery, bags etc.  

School Council 
Mrs Watts has helped organise a new School Council. With 
representatives from each Year it is good to have the pupils input 
into the school. 

Clubs this Term 
There are Gym, French. Multi Skills, Drama, Tag Rugby and Dance 
after school clubs this term. 

 
Marlborough  
Christmas Lights 
Our Pupils sang alongside children from 

other schools in the cluster  as the Christmas Lights were turned on 
in Marlborough. 
 
Fyfield Church 
We walked to Fyfield and Maria had organised for a group to tell 
stories to our children on their first visit to St Nicholas Church. 
They loved it, and the youngest children talked about it all the way 
back to school 
 
Art Project 
Years 4, 5&6 will work with a Graffiti 
Artist from Bristol to increase their 
artistic skills and have lots of fun.. 
 
MDSA needed urgently 
We desperately need somebody to 
help us get the school hall ready for 
lunch every day and help clear up 
afterwards. Please call Jenny Haines at School 01672 
861643 if you can help us. 

A Village Education 
The history of East Kennett School 
Copies are available from Ruth Lamdin 
Cost £5 (plus £1 p&p) 
01672 861550 or ruth.lamdin@homecall.co.uk 

…….and Ruth is now researching the history of the school in 
Lockeridge. 
If you have any memories, photos, you would like to share, 
please get in touch with her. 

from Consultation to Construction 
Judith Woodget  
BSc Dip. PSGD 

Garden Designer  
01672 861314 
07968 349269 

call for a chat about your garden 
www.mamut.net/judithsgardendesign 
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WELDING     BREAKDOWN 
M.O.T.S.  SERVICING  

CHALKY'S 
WORKSHOP 

Hillside Farm, Rhyles Lane, 
Lockeridge, 

TEL:  01672 861123 

Isla Baliszewska AMAC, SFEDI, ILM, ncfe. 
 LIFE AND CAREER COACH AND 

BUSINESS MENTOR 
Underachieving? Too many issues? 
Lacking motivation? Life unbalanced? 
Frustrated? 

 Discover your personal or business potential, be positive, 
Change your life and move forward 

For a free consultation call 01672 861565 
Email:isla@yourcoaching.co.uk 

ANTIQUE CLOCKS  
Musical Boxes and Barometers 

REPAIRS AND SALES 
 

      Time RestoredLimited 
B.A.D.A. and B.H.I. Qualified  20 High Street 
Established over 30 years  Pewsey SN9 5AQ 

      01672 563 544 

Richard Hartshorn  
Bricklayer and General Builder 

New Builds 
Extensions 
Alterations 
Maintenance 
Walls, Patios 
Paving 
Roofing 
Floor and Wall Tiling 

Tel: 01672 861113 
Mob: 07816 273930 

Would You Like To Learn To Drive, Call 

Overdrive Driving 
Tuition 

 
Geoff Emberlin. DSA ADI 
Pass Plus registered instructor 
Tel: 01672 861613 / 07789184744 

��

Let me do the job you hate! 
 

Domestic Oven Cleaning  
We offer a high quality cleaning service 
for Ovens, including Agas, Hobs & Extractors 
using the latest equipment & cleaning technology to remove 
heavy grease & burnt on carbon deposits which form 
naturally with constant usage. 

Non caustic, fresh solution used for every clean 

For your local,  professional service  
call  07723 048436 
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 Brickwork, Ceramic Tiling, Painting 
and Decorating, Garden Fencing and 
General Maintenance. 
 
With 30+ years of experience, there isn't much I haven't 
come across, so for a free quotation or simply to 'Pick 
my brain!'     Contact me:- 

5 Southfield,  
West Overton,  
Wilts, SN8 4HE 

Phone: 01672 861438 
Mobile: 07732989650 
E-mail: brianwattsbuilds@gmail.com 

Brian Watts 



9 

 

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk 

/��C�%/�D����	��4����	����
�
���)�
�	����
�
�,���
	���	���$ �

E�������������
�����	����
�������������������
����� �

��	�������	�
���������������	�����
��
����������	� �������
��
������
�����	��
�
9���������'��	���������������������	�
�������'����
�������	�����	���%7�����+���0��
$����������������'�
	�����������9������	���������	��	��	����1;:1�����
� ������
	���	������-�5���	������
�������	����E�
�����	����	 �
��
���(�
���������
5���	������
���
������������������7���	��4����	���� 	����
	�
�����
"�����
�
�"�����
�
9
�������������'��	�������
	����
��������	��������	 ��	����
�
�����������
����

���	����'�
�
������	���	������� '��	�
�	�	����

�����
�
4�����������"
��� �

5����
����������	���	����
�������7���	������
���	�� ���
	�������
���
�����	��
����	
���	����
����
��������� 	�
�
���������	���������������������������	������������� �������
���������
������
�����
����5������������������	�
	� ���	��

���
��	�����	�
��������	������������'�����������
����	�
�	�����������������������
����
����������
��
��
	��
��	��	�
���
�����
�����	
���	���������	����
 �
�
����������

0�������	�
������
������'�������	����������
�
�����	���	� 	��������
���
��	������5���4�����������
"
��������	���������������������������������������
������	������������
�	����� 	���������
����'�����	� �
��
����
�
��	������������������������	����	��
�����

�����
�
�	����������������
��������������	����	��� ���� �

9��#����	���4�����������5�������������
�����������

�������������������
���������
��������������	����� 	�
�
�
	������ ��	������	���	��������������
	������

Fyfield and West Overton 
Parish Council 

Parish Clerk Sophie Roberts 861262 
 
The Friends of the Railway Path 
An open meeting was held on 25th January 
in Chiseldon about the plans to develop the 
Railway Path between Coate Water and 
Marlborough. It you want to find out more 
about it contact: 

dick.millard@friendsofthepath.org.uk  
or dave.roberts@wiltshire.gov.uk 
 
Local Policing 
David Tippets will be returning to our area as soon as a 
replacement is found for him in Swindon. Then he will join 
Polly once again to be our ‘Local Bobby’. If you want to find 
out more details contact him via 
davidtipppetts@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 

 
Lockeridge ‘Christmas on the Dene’ 
For the 4th year running this proved to be a 
huge success attended by lots of villagers 
and proving a great start to the festive 
season. This year we would like to thank 
everyone for their kind donations and 
particularly David Oliver for donating the 

Christmas Tree, Mary Spender for donating her gardener’s 
time to help put the tree up and down and Liz Neild for being 
in charge of  the delicious mulled wine. It was decided to leave 
a 5ft. stake in the ground, to show the position of the ‘Tree 
Hole’, it might also a useful post on which to attach things. 
 
Salt Bin at the Kennet Valley Hall 
There is a new Salt Bin close by the road outside the KVH. It 
is locked and will only be usable in bad weather, when key 
holders can be contacted. 

 
The Diamond Jubilee and Olympics 
Committees have been formed to 
coordinate activities for the whole 
Parish and also separate village 
celebrations. Let your Parish Councillor 
know if you have any ideas and if you 
want to become involved. We intend to 
make both celebrations go with a 
‘bang’. 
 

Contact randal.w.richards@btinternet.com 
 for the Whole Parish Group and 
sastedman@sarsendv.co.uk  
for the Lockeridge Group 
 
Traffic Calming Talk 
Marlborough Area Board is hosting Ben Hamilton Baillie to 
talk about Traffic in Rural Areas at the Kennet Valley Hall. 
The proposed date is Tuesday March 13th, so put it in your 
diary 
 

Next Parish Council Meeting - Kennet Valley 
Hall on Monday 26th March.  

 
All are welcome. 

 
judithwoodget@btinternet.com 

WHEELCHAIR 
NEEDED? 

We have one you are welcome to 
borrow. 
01672 861550 
ruth.lamdin@homecall.co.uk 
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LOCKERIDGE JUBILEE 
CELEBRATIONS 
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Would you like to sing with others….? 
· but you’re not sure if you can sing in tune 

· or your voice is feeling its age 
or you don’t want to join a performing choir. 
I am exploring the possibility of starting an informal singing 
workshop where we can 

· sing simple music in various styles 

· have a vocal workout and improve our singing 
have fun together with no pressure to perform. 

There will be a taster session when we can have a sing but also 
decide the details of future meetings. 

This first meeting will be at Piper’s Plot in Lockeridge, the home 
of Janet Chivers, on Saturday 11th February at 2pm. 
 
If you would like to come please let me know. If you are interested 
but can’t manage that day, or want more information, please phone 
me. 
Ruth Lamdin on 01672 861550 or e-mail 
ruth.lamdin@homecall.co.uk 

KENNET VALLEY 60+ CLUB 
A meeting of the 60+ Club took place on the 19 January, which 

was in the absence of the Chairman, Sylvia Turnbull, was taken by 
Gilda and Kay. Members were told that Sylvia was now out of 
hospital and that she is staying cheerful. Flowers were taken to her 
from the club, which she thought were very beautiful. Everyone 
wished Sylvia a very speedy recovery. It was agreed that the 
Christmas lunch held on the 8 December, was very good and most 
enjoyable. The first of the summer outings will be held on the 5 July 
and will be to Minehead and will cost £11 per head. The Treasurer 
reported that the finances of the Club were very healthy and, 
therefore, the subscriptions would remain at £6 per head. 

The speaker today was Harry Green. Harry's subject was life in an 
orphanage which should have been a miserable account, but because 
of Harry's marvellous sense of humour, turned out quite hilarious. 
Harry's Mother died when she was only 29 years old and she left six 
children, the youngest being only 12 months old. As their Father 
could not look after them, the two youngest went to a home for waifs 
and strays and the older ones went to the George Muller home, 
Ashley Down, in Bristol. This was arranged through the Methodist 
church. George Muller was a Missionary and he started the home in 
1836. He never advertised the home or asked for money. Harry was 
just 10 years old when he and the older siblings went to live there. 
They only met up with their Father once a month and the six 
children never all met up together again. The day began with getting 
up at 6am, then they had to go for a wash, although there were 
several wash basins there was only one tap and one roller towel so 
the boys at the end of the queue had a sopping wet towel to dry 
themselves on. They then had to read the bible and after this, there 
was a breakfast of porridge on tin plates. There was bread with black 
treacle on it which was usually solid. There were outings to go to, 
the Zoo and the Downs. There were chores to do, making beds, 
washing floors, cleaning toilets. The school room and the play rooms 
had to be washed and each boy was given a section and if a patch 
was missed the boy responsible missed out on bread and cheese and 
cocoa. Harry left the home when he was 14 and went to work on a 
smallholding in Cheltenham. He went there for 4 years and was 
given pocket money, but everything was paid for by the farmer who, 
it seemed, took Harry under his wing as he had no children of his 
own. His sisters stayed at the home until they were 17 years old. 
Harry came back to Kennet in 1945 and has lived in the same house 
for 60 years and he says that the best thing that happened to him was 
meeting, and marrying, his wife, Alice. The orphanage was finally 
closed in 1958 and the buildings now form part of Bristol College of 
Science and Technology. 18,000 children went through the home. 
Harry was thanked for his wonderful talk, especially his happy 
recounting for what must have been a difficult life. After a raffle and 
tea and bisuits the meeting closed at 4pm. 

Marlborough Embroiderers 
Guild December Meeting 

The first meeting of the New Year of the Marlborough & 
District Branch of the Embroiderers' Guild took place at the 
Kennet Valley Hall in Lockeridge on January 9th. Two of their 
members Amanda Hutchings and Ann Smith gave an interesting 
and informative talk on 'Our Textile Studies' 

Amanda gave an amusing and lively talk from training as a 
nursery nurse to shearing sheep to provide wool for her knitting. 
She went on to tell us of her ambition to study and she completed 
her A level in Art followed by a foundation course in Art and 
Design. 

We were allowed to browse her sketchbooks and study her 
embroidered apron plus the beautiful dress made to her design 
and worn by her mannequin 'Madelaine. A further item of her 
work is the magnificent picture frame which surrounds the 
Embroidery of Kennet Valley which is on permanent display in 
the hall. 

Ann's talk covered her time at Winchester University where 
she is now in her final year studying 'Painted Textile Design'. 

She showed us samples of her work and went on to tell us 
about her project to produce a design piece based on 'Borneo 
Saving the Orang-Utan'. Ann guided us through the design stage 
which included computer enhancement and finally the printing of 
the beautiful vibrant samples. 

The next meeting will be at 2pm on February 6th at the 
Kennet Valley Hall in Lockeridge, when Jette Finlay-Heath will 
talk about 'The History & Magic of Hedebo Embroidery. For 
more details about the Marlborough Guild call Shirley Watson 
on 01793 525517. Visitors welcome 
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Extracts from Village Heritage 
www.upperkennetnews.co.uk  

for lots more history and current information 

East Overton settlement (between the Old Manor and 
South Farm dairy today) had already disappeared. There 
were houses opposite the Post Office with Frog Lane 
extending northwards across the river, presumably to 
serve the houses which ran from west of the Bell Inn to 
George Bridge. There was a mill (water-powered) just to 
the north-west of West Farm. 
 
Lockeridge appears not far different from the area it oc-
cupies today but a road extended directly from Castle 
Cottage to Fyfield Church with houses on both sides and 
also opposite Longmead. 
 
The latter half of the century brought the Meux Estate 
and Sir Henry Meux, a London brewer. His land ex-
tended from Bayardo to Broad Hinton and even now it is 
possible to find sauare sarsen stones inscribed H.M. 
marking the boundaries of the estate. 
 
During the same period a more sophisticated method of 
cutting sarsen stones into square blocks was brought 
from High Wycombe by the Free family (still delivering 
coal in the area from Marlborough until a year ago). This 
family’s activities were centred on Fyfield and in the old 
graveyard of St. Nicholas Church can be found their 
graves, together with many of the stonecutters. 
 
The training of racehorses also arrived in Fyfield with the 
Taylor family, who later built Manton Down stables and 
became known as “The Wizards of Manton” after their 
successes. Indeed, many of the family returned for their 
last resting place just north-west of the church tower.  

This racing connection also brought the churchyard gates, which were erected in memory of an apprentice jockey, Eli Drew, 
who died from a racing fall at Brighton Racecourse. 
 
Many buildings and houses remain which were built by the Meux Estate, some marked, as Fyfield Farmyard (H.M.1872), and 
others distinguished by their chimneys. The architect employed, a Mr. Ponting, specialised in ornate chimneys. Many of these 
structures are built incorporating the local sarsen stone cut into small blocks. Most have bricks with H.M. stamped into the 
frogs and are thought to have been baked near Glory Ann Barn on the Downs. 
 
At the turn of the century the Meux Estate was sold. Tenants appeared on the farms around the villages. Frank Swanton at 
North Farm Overton in 1914. Towards the end of the first World War in 1918 some 9,000 acres in the locality were purchased 
by the Olympia Agricultural Company, set up by the Hon. Joseph Watson, a soap magnate from Warrington. This organisation 
was sold up in 1924 after Watson, by then Lord Manton, had fallen off his horse behind Boreham Wood and died. Not much 
development was appears to have taken place in that era. Much of Westwoods was felled by a Mr. Hosier and later replanted 
by the Forestry Commission. 
 
During the 1920s and 30s, the Depression years, the villages appear to have quietly existed and weathered the economic 
storm. The village hall was built in the early 1930s opposite Holly Lodge in Overton. The Rev. Workman persuaded the 
Church authorities to build him a new vicarage and moved to the present site. Overton Vicarage became Overton House. 
 
Col. Giffard, who had lived at Lockeridge House, died and his daughters Polly and Maud built Longmead at Fyfield. Wiltshire 
County Council widened the A.4 in the early 1930s, in so doing demolishing an old row of cottages at George Bridge Overton. 
Also flattened were a number of cottages in Fyfield, together with the local pub, ‘The Fighting Cocks’. Lockeridge already had 
one pub ‘The Mason’s Arms’, now a private house. When the landlady heard that another was to be built next to Meux Cot-
tage she remarked “Well, who’d a’ thought it”. The name stuck. Council houses first appeared in the 1930s. Land could not be 
purchased in the villages for local people did not want them next door. 10 were built at Priest’s Acre, Fyfield, 6 at Rhyles Lane, 
Lockeridge, and 4 near Lockeridge Dene. Typically for the period just outside the villages. 
 
Overton had its blacksmith’s shop on the site of Mary Hunt’s new house. Reg Hancock was the local plumber, with his waxed 
handlebar moustache. Joe Ashley, the village carpenter, operated from Holly Lodge yard. Arthur Bartlett delivered the bread 
(and much else) from the bakery behind the Post Office. The village was largely self-sufficient through its shop (plus two in 
Lockeridge) and made its own entertainment, with fetes, the flower show, the Kennet Vale Band etc. 
 

Visit www.upperkennetnews.co.uk for the rest of this  article……………………………………. 
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THE DRY VALLEYS  
from www.upperkennetnews.co.uk  

Landscape articles 

Sarsens are scattered widely over the downs but they are most dramatic seen lying along the dry valleys leading to the river 
Kennet. The name sarsen may come from Anglo Saxon ’sar sten“ a troublesome stone, or from ’saracen “meaning foreign or 
alien. Locally they are called grey wethers because, in the half-light, they are said to look like sheep. The name recalls a time 
when flocks were shepherded on the unfenced downs. 
They are not old as rocks go but they are unusual. It is rare for rocks as young as this to get so hard. From about 65 million 
years ago the chalk sea bed gradually rose to become land and layers of alluvial sand and clay were deposited over it. 
Sarsens were formed within these layers about 50 million years ago. The climate then was warm and wet. Groundwater 
became saturated with dissolved silica. Variations in the acidity of the water caused the silica to crystalise between the sand 
grains , cementing patches within the deposits beneath the soil. Ancient, palm-like plants grew in the tropical conditions and 
sent roots into the still soft stone. Tubular root holes and fossilised root remnants can still be seen and show how quickly the 
stone hardened. If the deposits contained flints they too were incorporated into the sarsen. Occasionally a jumble of pebbles 
left by a flash flood long ago has been preserved in a "pudding" stone. 
The traditional theory is that the concentration of sarsens in our valleys came about later, during two and a half million years of 
successive ice ages. Glaciation (the fully frozen area covered with glaciers and ice-sheets) extended almost to north Wiltshire. 
A little to the south, in this peri-glacial region, extremes of alternating frost and water saturation broke up the surface of the 
land. Slippage of waterlogged earth carried slabs of broken rock over the underlying permafrost into the valleys. Torrents of 
meltwater, on their way to the river Kennet, washed away surrounding silt and left the sarsens exposed. The valleys created 
this way are typically asymetric. The stream beds moved gradually towards the steeper slope leaving a gentler gradient on the 
other side. 
A newer theory has it that most of the sarsens formed in situ, in valleys already existing, where the water table came close to 
the surface. The sandy deposits at the top of the water table were hardened by silica drawn up into them by capilliary action. 
During the ice ages these valleys were eroded into their present shape leaving the sarsens behind. 

Before the mid 19th century sarsen deposits extended far beyond the remnant areas protected now. Stones filled the valley 
from Lockeridge to beyond Boreham Wood. From Piggledene they stretched up to Overton Down. They lay along Clatford 
Bottom and at Stanley Wood. In 1644 Symonds Diary of the Marches of the Royal Army records that "stones lie so thick as 
you may go upon them all the way." 
On the 15th of June 1668 Samuel Pepys passed by on his way from Bath to Marlborough. After admiring Avebury Circle he 
went on by way of Green Street, now a bridleway, across Overton Down and Fyfield Down. 
"About a mile on it was prodigious to see how full the downes are of great stones and all along the valleys stones of 
considerable bigness most of them growing certainly out of the ground so .... thick as to cover the ground“. “Which makes me 
think the less of the wonder of Stonage for hence they might undoubtedly supply themselves with stones as well as those at 
Abebery.“ 
Until recently folklore had it that sarsens grow and Pepys had an ear for a story. 
All the valleys are protected now one way or another. The Valley of Stones lies in Fyfield Down National Nature Reserve 
which overlaps Avebury World Heritage Site on its west. It is also part of a larger Site of Special Scientific Interest. Rare 
lichens grow on the stones. One of them is a specialist, found only on the acid hard-rock of sarsens. Others are highland and 
maritime species, not unusual in themselves, but surprising here. The upper valley is capped by clay-with-flints, where gorse 
grows on the more acidic soil. Below Green Street this changes to undisturbed chalk grassland with its typical flora. Grazing 
schedules are managed to prevent the stones becoming overgrown and shading the lichens. Lighter grazing in summer allows 
the wild flowers to seed. 
 

More on the website………………………………………. 
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OUR ‘TODDLER’ SESSION IS HELD ON A 
FRIDAY MORNING 10-00to 12-00am AT THE 
KENNET VALLEY HALL, LOCKERIDGE.  
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ROSS EDWARDS 
Building Contractor 

 
 New Buildings, Extensions, Maintenance and Alterations 

 12 Thomson Way, Marlborough 
Telephone 01672 514020 

email: redwards03@tiscali.co.uk 
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Tel: 01672 515415 
Mob: 07917 353314 

GRASS CUTTING 
HEDGE CUTTING 

TREE FELLING 
PLANTING 

F. DEWEY 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS PEWSEY 

PORTMAN HOUSE �3 MARKET PLACE�PEWSEY�WILTS�SN9 5AA 

Telephone: Marlborough (01672) 563440 

· Independent Family Funeral Directors 
· 24 Hour Caring & Professional Service 
· Private Chapel of Rest 
· Providing a Complete & Dignified Funeral 

Service 
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  Call for no obligation quote     Mobile: 07799 215837 
Great Bedwyn 01672 871414 
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MARLBOROUGH SPRING FAIR 
Celebrate Spring and Summer!  

Date: Saturday 31 March 

Venue: Norwood Hall, Marlborough College, 
Marlborough, Wiltshire SN8 1PA 

Time: 10am – 4pm 

Entry: £5 

Free car parking and excellent wheelchair & pushchair 
access 

Delicious home-made refreshments available all day. 

Over 60 exhibitors with superb plants, plant supports, 
obelisks, garden furniture, garden antiques, tools for the 
gardener, conservatory furniture, accessories and 
decorative items, beautiful silk flowers, summer foods 
and drink, summer clothing for all the family...and much 
more.  

A fundraising event for Cancer Research UK. 

For details, contact Anne on 07887 924539 (email: 
anne@marlboroughcancerresearch.org). Web: 
Www.marlboroughcancerresearch.org 
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WHO’S WHO in the Upper Kennet Churches 
 

PRIEST IN CHARGE - REV’D MARIA SHEPHERDSON  01672 539643 
The Rectory, 27 High Street, Avebury, SN8 1RF  
 
If you require a priest in an emergency and are unable to contact Rev’d Maria please  
telephone one of the churchwardens. 
 
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS 
Mrs Claire Stiles  01793 731620 claire.stiles@btinternet.com 
Mr Graham Kitchen   01672 861349 graham@grahamkitchen.com> 
 
BENEFICE OFFICE:  Ray Manley, Anne Robinson (Mon-Thurs, 10am-1pm)  
Tel:  01672 861786 e-mail:  office@upkennet.eclipse.co.uk 
Address:  The Garden Room, 62 Lockeridge, SN8 4EL 
 
CHURCHWARDENS   
AVEBURY     Mr David Davidge  01672 513819  davemar@tiscali.co.uk 
     Mrs Mureen Dixon 01672 539690   modixbirds@yahoo.co.uk 
EAST KENNETT     Mr Graham Kitchen  01672 861349  graham@grahamkitchen.com 
     Mr John Evans  01672 861635   EVANSJohnS@aol.com 
WEST OVERTON    Mr Lewes Addison  01672 861606  lewesadd@tiscali.co.uk 
FYFIELD    Ms Vicky Evans 01672 861622  vickyevans1@btinternet.com 
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON    Ms Penny Gold  01672 539158  goldpennygold@aol.com 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT    Mr Martin Knight 01793 731764   martin@vintry.co.uk 
     Mr Peter Barry  01793 731589   peterkate@tiscali.co.uk 
BROAD HINTON     Mrs Jenni Moseling  01793 731629  jenni.moseling@btinternet.com 
     Miss Sally Cartwright 01793 731050  sally.cartwright@broadhinton.org.uk 
 
Benefice Council Lay Chairman  Mr Mark Wightman  01793 731452  wightman1944@btinternet.com 
 
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL SECRETARIES 
AVEBURY     Mr David Davidge  01672 513819  davemar@tiscali.co.uk 
EAST KENNETT, FYFIELD 
& WEST OVERTON   Mrs Anne Robinson  01672 861169  office@upkennet.eclipse.co.uk 
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Mr Bill Buxton  01672 539199  bill.buxton@btinternet.com 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT   Mrs Sarah Harvey 01793 739197   sarah_harvey@fsmail.net 
BROAD HINTON     Mr Adrian Overson 01793 731064   a.c.overson@btinternet.com 
 
MAGAZINES  
Final copy date 3rd Friday each month unless otherwise notified. 
 
UPPER KENNET NEWS in Fyfield, West Overton, East & West Kennett, Beckhampton, Avebury Trusloe, Avebury, Winterbourne 
Monkton & Berwick Bassett: 
Editor  David Throup , Longmynd, Lockeridge SN8 4ED  01672 861279   davidthroup@aol.com 
Please send all copy including advertising and payment to David Throup. 
 
LOCAL NEWS in Uffcott, Broad Hinton & Winterbourne Bassett: 
Editor   Tim Powell       01793 739083   mag@onefivetwo.co.uk 

What’s On At AVEBURY & DISTRICT CLUB  in February 2012   www.avebury-club.co.uk 
Annual Membership Adults £5   Juniors £4        Temporary Membership (1 Month) Adults £2   Juniors £1 

Thursday Nights Darts League                                            Friday Nights Skittles League 
Unless stated all activities start at approx 8.15 pm 

Saturday 4th –   SurPrize Prize Bingo – all proceeds go to Avebury Club  
Saturday 11th – Cawley Darts Trophy – Members Only 
Saturday 18th – Valentines Dance a Romanic Evening with Tom & Kerry providing the music 
Saturday 25th – Music Quiz – even better than last time! 100 Questions 8.45pm prompt start 
Sunday Bingo – 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th - Eyes down 8.15pm 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME - IT’S ONLY £5 FOR THE YEAR  !!    NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME 

Avebury Club is available to hire, contact Alan – Secretary on 07879 486905 or call Avebury Club (when open) on 
01672 539258 or visit Avebury Club website to check availability. www.avebury-club.co.uk   
ALL BOOKINGS ARE TO BE AGREED WITH THE SECRETARY  
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Francesca Millican-Slater                         

in 

‘Me, Myself & Miss Gibbs’ 
A postcard sent in 1910 to a Miss (L) Gibbs; 

the message on the back reads: 
‘Be Careful Tomorrow. A.C.’ 

Part detective noir, part lecture, part personal 
biography, Francesca investigates the message 

on a postcard sent 100 years ago. 
Why did Miss Gibbs have to be careful tomorrow? 
An intricate, amusing journey, gently questioning 

how we remember those that went before us. 
 

“We are ultimately left as hooked as Francesca.” 

                                                         The Scotsman 
Tickets from: Avebury Community Shop 

or Mike Polack 01672539253 

Kennet Valley Film Nights  
at Kennet Valley Hall,  
2012 Winter Season 

12th February   
TINKER TAILOR SOLDIER SPY 
The new adaptation of John le Carré's novel is a brilliant 
study of the 1970s spy game. Gary Oldman excels as the 
melancholy agent George Smiley brought out of retirement 
to root out a Soviet mole in the upper reaches of the secret 
service.  Also starring Colin Firth, John Hurst, Ciaran 
Hinds and Toby, this is more gripping and involving than 
any crash-bang action picture.  Le Carre is definitely the 
master of this sort of spy drama, where nothing seems to be 
happening but every scene drips with tension. 

11th March   
THE HELP  
Based on the hit novel by Kathryn Stockett, this wonderful 
film is set in the 1960s in Mississippi.  A southern society 
girl decides to interview the black women who have spent 
their lives taking care of prominent local white families and 
thus turns the lives of her friends and the whole town 
upside down. Aibileen, her best friend's housekeeper, is the 
first to open up, to the dismay of her friends in the tight-knit 
black community, but soon more women come forward to 
tell their stories.  Unlikely friendships are forged and a new 
sisterhood emerges, but not before everyone in town 
becomes unwittingly and unwillingly caught up in the 
changing times.  A movie to inspire, to make you cry, 
laugh, feel sad, angry, and hopeful, all at the same time.  A 
definitely “must see” movie. 

15th April   
MY WEEK WITH MARILYN  
The story of the extraordinary encounter between Laurence 
Olivier and Marilyn Monroe in London in 1956 for the 
making of The Prince and the Showgirl.  Astonishing cast: 
Kenneth Branagh as Olivier, Michelle Williams as Monroe, 
Judi Dench as Dame Sybil Thorndike, with Zoe 
Wanamaker, Derek Jacobi and, Dominic Cooper. Michelle 
Williams is extraordinary, turning Ms Monroe into a 
layered, complex character, a woman desperately wanting 
to be loved, accepted, and good at her job. The 
vulnerability, the mannerisms, the voice are pitch perfect.  
The movie is similar in tone to The King's Speech, helped 
by a beautiful score and wonderful costumes. The wardrobe 
department deserves a nomination, as do the writers. 

 
STOP PRESS 

 
20th May 
The Iron Lady 
Don’t miss this early public release  with award winning 
performance by Meryl Streep of Margaret Thatcher in 
power and her declining years. Book early for this as seats 
will be limited. 
 
 

Doors open at 7.00 and there is a 
licensed bar and soft drinks. The films 

start at 7.30. 
To reserve tickets phone Carolyn 

Stimpson on 01672 861373 

Advertisers Index  
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