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‘For the strength of the pack is the wolf, and the strength of the wolf is 
the pack.’ Rudyard Kipling  
On a blustery Saturday in January we 
had the incredible experience of 
encountering Wolf-dogs.  These 
extraordinary creatures are gentle 
giants, 75% wolf, living with humans 
in a tightly co-ordinated pack.  I was 
entrusted with the smallest female 
(larger than most GDS or Retrievers), 
very strong and very loving.  I 
marvelled at her ability to be fully 
present with us, eager to join in the 
wandering of the much larger pack of 
Wassailers, unfazed by anything 
except the physical distance between 
her and the other two Wolf-dogs and 
their human pack-mates.  I began to 
ponder what we could learn from them 
as we enter the month of Love - 
February. 
Firstly they are fiercely loyal to their pack; they are the ultimate team 
players.  Wolves will do anything to protect their family, even if it means 
sacrificing themselves.  They work together to achieve a common goal 
that benefits the whole pack.  They make the most of the resources they 
have available and accept the situation they are in.  Humans can also live 
in tough environments but (in some cases) we don’t half moan about it - 
we could count blessings more!  The strict hierarchy in a wolf pack means 
that youngsters have a great respect for their elders.  I wonder who we 
need to have more respect for, regardless of age? 
Wolves only take what they need.  Humans tend to take far more than they 
need, which means we are gradually ruining our planet.  If we were as 
resourceful as wolves the world would be a much better place and this is 
something we need to take to heart deeply and take action on now.  
Wolves could also teach us a great deal about true love, being more loyal 
to their families than most humans, and relationships between siblings are 
just as strong as between cubs and parents. In the wild it really is ‘until 
death us do part’, as they mate only once, for life.  If you see a lone wolf 
in the wild the chances are it is deeply grieving or a lonely youngster 
seeking a soul mate. 
An integral ingredient in showing love is communication and much of 
what happens between wolves is non-verbal; it seems effortless to our 
human eyes but is actually underpinned by their ability to show deep 
affection.  Life can be intense and we forget to show those closest to us 
affection:  we could do a lot worse this February in the so-called month of 
Love than to take time out to do just this!  At one stage the wolf-dog went 
under my clergy cloak and snuggled against me, her entire weight on my 
leg.  It felt wonderful to be so trusted and reminded me of the promise that 
one day wolf, lion, lamb would live together in peace and a child would 
lead them.  Perhaps the wolf might give us some ideas to help us live 
differently this February - St Francis certainly found it was so! 

Rev’d Maria Shepherdson .  

View from the Rectory  

little angels 
Come along for singing, snacks, Bible 

stories, play and craft activities for 
toddlers. 

Tea and cake for grown ups! 
10 am on Thursday mornings on 

6th & 27th February and 12th  & 26th March. 

at Kennet Valley School. 

Free of charge. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

Kennet Valley Lottery Club 

draw winners   
 £100  Number     84 Andy Miller 
 £75  Number     32 Lorraine Perry 
 £50  Number     99 David Williams 
Some winners prefer that their names were not 
published, in which case we just state the winning 
numbers) 

If you would like to join the lottery, ring  
David Snape on 01672 861267 or email: 

davidwsnape@aol.com 
Another way to support our churches at West 

Overton, Fyfield and East Kennett  

Notice Board 
Funerals 
Hilda Buckton  30 December Winterbourne Monkton 
William Lawson  6 January Avebury 
John Wilding     10 January Avebury 
Abigail Demir     16 January West Overton 

100 Club 
Draw Results for January 2020 

1st £50.00 9 Mark Saunders 
2nd £37.50 22 Peter Jackson 
3rd £25.00 27 Sandra Elliot 
4th £12.50 66 Jane Parker 

(some winners prefer that their names are not published) 
If you would like to join the lottery ring Richard Nutt 

on 01672539611 or email richard@184systems.com 
Your way to help support the churches of Winterbourne 

Monkton and Berwick Bassett 
Lottery is licensed by Wiltshire Council 

“A brief respite from everyday pressures – 
a time of peace, calm and silent reflection” 

 

MEDITATION (TAIZÉ) Service 
Every fortnight on a Wednesday evening at East 

Kennett Church from 7.00 to 7.25pm:  a chance to 
just sit quietly and relax and enjoy the silence and the 
peace by candlelight, with a background of occasional 

singing and some words of wisdom. 
Future dates for your diary: 

Wednesday 5th February, Wednesday 19th February, 
Wednesday4th March, Wednesday 18th March. 

Published by Fyfield, West 
Overton and East Kennett  
Parochial Church Council for 
the Upper Kennet Benefice 

 
February 2020 

 
The Prize Awaits 

Could Oliver Pike please ring Graham Kitchen on 
01672 861798 

regarding a raffle prize. 
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UPPER KENNET CHURCHES SERVICES 

Home Communion 
If you are unable to come to a church service because of illness or disability then either the Rector or one of our Lay Pastoral 

Assistants would be happy to visit you in your home to offer communion.  
Please refer to the Who’s Who page at the back of this magazine for telephone numbers. 

A Service of Celebration for Candlemas 
Sunday 2nd February, 10 am,            

St Michael and All Angels, West Overton 
 
Come and join us for a simple service of worship to celebrate 
the ancient festival of Candlemas, traditionally the Feast of the 
Presentation of Christ in the Temple.  It is the natural climax, 
after 40 days, of the Christmas and Epiphany seasons, so now, 
finally, is the time to take down your decorations!  We shall 
light candles, enjoy images of light, hope and new life in 
hymns, readings and prayers, and spend a short time together in 
worship.   

All the family is welcome.   
The service will be followed by delicious refreshments. 

Sunday 2 February – Gold or 
White 
Presentation of Christ in the 
Temple 
Candlemas 
Malachi 3.1-5 
Hebrews 2.14-end 
Luke 2.22-40 
 
Sunday 9 February– Green 
3rd Sunday before Lent 
Isaiah 58.1-9a [9b-12] 
Psalm 112 [or 112.1-9] 
1 Corinthians 2.1-12 [13-end] 
Matthew 5.13-20 
 
Sunday 16 February – Green 
2nd Sunday before Lent 
Genesis 1.1-2.3 
Romans 8.18-25 
Matthew 6.25-end 
 

Sunday 23 February – Green 
2nd Sunday of Epiphany 
Exodus 24.12-end 
2 Peter 1.16-end 
Matthew 17.1-9 
 
Wednesday 26 February – 
Purple 
Ash Wednesday 
Joel 2.1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58.1
-12 
Psalm 51.1-18 
2 Corinthians 5.20b-6.10 
Matthew 6.1-6, 16-21 or John 
8.1-11 
 
Sunday 1 March - Purple  
1st Sunday of Lent 
Genesis 2.15-17;3.1-7 
Romans 5.12-19 
Matthew 4.1-11 

Readings 

  St Nicholas 
FYFIELD 

  

St Michael & 
All Angels 

WEST 
OVERTON 

Christ 
Church 
EAST 

KENNETT 

St James 
AVEBURY 

St Mary 
Magdalene 

WINTER’RNE 

MONKTON 

St Katherine 
& 

St Peter 
WINTER’RNE 
BASSETT 

St Peter ad Vincula 
BROAD HINTON 

2 February 
Candlemas 

8.30 am 
Prayer Book 
Communion 

10am 
Morning 
Worship 

  

10 am 
Celtic 

Informal 
Service 

  
11.15 am 

Holy 
Communion  

9.45 am 
Holy Communion 

Wednesday 
5 February 

 
    

7 pm 
Meditation 

Service 
(Taizé) 

10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 
      

9 February 
3rd before 

Lent 
  

12 noon 
Cooke 

Baptism 
4pm 

Christingle 

8 am 
Prayer Book 
Communion 

10 am 
Holy 

Communion 

  
  

  
9.45 am 

Prayer Book 
Matins  

Wednesday 
12 February 

  
      

10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 
      

16 February 
2nd before 

Lent 

  
  

10.30 AM – BENEFICE SERVICE – COMMUNION – FYFIELD 
  

Wednesday 
19 February  

    

7 pm 
Meditation 

Service 
(Taizé) 

10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 
      

23 February 
Sunday 

before Lent 
  

10 am 
Holy 

Communion 

6 pm 
Evening 
Prayer 

  

10.30 am 
Holy 

Communion 
12 noon 

Else Baptism 

11.15 am 
Morning 
Prayer 

  

26 February 
Ash 

Wednesday 

 10.30 AM - CELTIC COMMUNION WITH ASHING – AVEBURY 
7.30 PM - HOLY COMMUNION WITH ASHING – BROAD HINTON 
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Home Start Kennet 
 

A small group of East Kennett carol singers, 
accompanied by Philip Loveday on violin, raised  £181 
before Christmas for Home Start Kennet. 

Thank you to all who sang, and to those who gave so 
generously to hear us sing, and to those who paid us not to 
sing (!) and indeed to those who plied us with food and 
drink during the course of the evening.  

All gratefully appreciated. 

 
COFFEE MORNING 

AND  

BRING AND BUY 
at 

WEST OVERTON CHURCH 
on 

SATURDAY 8 FEBRUARY 
 

from 10 am – 12 noon 
 

Any donations of cakes and/or items for our 
Bring and Buy stall, including books, bric-à-brac, 

produce, plants, etc will be very welcome. 
Please contact Anne Robinson (861169) 

for further details 

 
We look forward to seeing you! 

 

The proceeds will go towards keeping West Overton, 
East Kennett and Fyfield churches open. 

Talking Tuesdays 
@ The Rectory 

Avebury  
7.30 pm  

Talk, Eat, Pray 
lively debate, 

great refreshments 
Tuesday FEBRUARY 4th - ' Those who Sing pray twice'  

Come and share your favourite hymn, discover your own ' 
voice' (crows welcome!) and dig a bit deeper into how 
music can add to our experience of God 

 
Tuesday MARCH 10th - ' Don't Give something up - Give 
something OUT'  

Explore how we might live Lent differently - no giving 
up of chocolate or wine- an alternative look at Lent. 

 

ALL WELCOME 

St Katherine & 
St Peter’s 

Winterbourne 
Bassett 

Please join us  
for 

Candlemas Service 
at 11.15 a.m. 

on 
Sunday, 2 February 2020 

Come to a special short service of Holy Communion to 
mark the festival of Candlemas when Jesus the baby is held 
in the arms of elderly Ann and Simeon who have waited all 

their lives to see him. 
A celebration of youth and age! 

All welcome.  Coffee served afterwards.. 

LENT LUNCH 
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  

Friday 27 MARCH 2020 
  

Please drop in for a chat and bowl of homemade soup, bread and 
cheese 

At Meadow Cottage, Winterbourne Monkton, 
  

anytime from 12 noon until 2.30pm. 
  

Any donations raised will be given to Monkton Church (for repairs to 
the ceiling) and The Trussel Trust Food Bank. 

Parking available. Lifts available, ask if required! 
More information from Penny 01672 539158 

goldpennygold@aol.com   
If you would like to help please let her know. 

Under The Beech Tree 
A Space to Breathe 

 
takes a BREATHER! 

 
The ground at the Rectory is waterlogged 
and the weather has been atrocious. 
After speaking to those who have faithfully 
attended throughout the winter  
we shall take a break from the great 
outdoors and gather again in the spring. 
 
Watch this space for further details or do let me know if you 
would like to be emailed in advance to decide dates and times for 
the new sessions. 
 
Please email revmariashepherdson@outlook.com or leave a 
message on 01672 539643.  

26TH FEBRUARY 
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES 

 
10.30 AM - CELTIC COMMUNION 

WITH ASHING – AVEBURY 
7.30 PM - HOLY COMMUNION  

WITH ASHING – BROAD HINTON 

mailto:goldpennygold@aol.com
mailto:revmariashepherdson@outlook.com
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Fyfield and West Overton 
Parish Council  

February 2020 
Parish Council name change 
Following on from our application to Wiltshire Council to 
change our name to Kennet Valley Parish Council a survey has 
been created in order to collate the views of the local 
parishioners.  Even if you have already provided us with your 
opinion Wiltshire Council would very much appreciate your 
feedback.  The survey can be found at: 
 http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/council-democracy-cgr 
 
Annual Parish Meeting  
Save the date - Monday April 6th 2020 at 6.45pm. 
This year we will be delighted to have the pleasure of hearing 
from Charlotte Hitchmough, Director of Action for the River 
Kennet.  Further details will follow in the March edition. 
 
Road Closure 
There will be a temporary road closure of Church Hill in West 
Overton from 26th Feb to 27th Feb from the Pump House for 40 
metres in a southerly direction to allow Thames Water to carry 
out an interim to permanent reinstatement.  Access for local 
residents will be maintained where possible but please do expect 
delays. 
 
Precept 
The Parish Council has had to increase the parish precept for the 
year 2020-2021.  The reasons, among others and in no particular 
order, are: 
 
The precept has been kept too low for too long, resulting in the 

council’s reserves having fallen unacceptably. 
 
The Clerk has, wrongly had no incremental pay rise for some 

years, and this omission is to be rectified.  Her workload 
has also increased substantially. 

 
Councillors and the Clerk have to receive training for specific 

purposes. 
 
The Council has incurred the cost of legal services, which have 

to be defrayed. 
 
As more services are being devolved down to Parish Council 

level it is inevitable that the Precept will need to increase 
year on year. 

 
A further explanation can be found in the published council 
minutes. 

News from the Tower 
Service Ringing Times:  February 2nd   9.30am to 10.00am.  
                                          February 9th   9.30am to 10.00am.                                                
Practice Nights:              Tuesdays      7.30pm to 9.00pm. 
 
   The Christmas ringing began with the Carol Service when we had three 
generations ringing together at Avebury, James Tye, his father Sean and 
grandfather Bruce. Next came Christmas Eve when nine ringers rang before 
‘Midnight’ Mass. Finally, New Years Eve when we gathered at Michele’s 
home before ringing and enjoyed a lovely supper and time to chat. Many 
thanks to Michele, Mike and Adam. We then made our way to the tower and 
rang the old year out on half muffled bells then as the clock struck twelve we 
rang the New Year and the new decade in with open bells. This is always a 
special time for ringers and once again we were very pleased that Philip Park, 
from Darlington, was there to ring with us, it’s always good to see him. 
   The Branch AGM was at Lyneham on 11th January, 2020. The service was 
taken by Revd. Rachma Abbott.  Lyneham ringers provided us with a lovely 
hot meal of Curry with Jacket Potatoes, which was very popular on a cold day 
and this was followed by delicious cakes. 
   At the Business Meeting Dave was nominated and accepted to become an 
Honorary Life Member of the Guild for his 20 years as Branch Treasurer. This 
has to be ratified by the Executive Committee of  the Guild at the next 
meeting in February. 
   The next Branch meetings will be at Heddington in February and at 
Avebury on March, 14th; with ringing from 3pm, Service at 4.30pm (all 
welcome), bring and share tea at 5pm followed by evening ringing.                                

Mary Davidge   
Belfry Correspondent.  Tel: 01672 513819           

FYFIELD & WEST OVERTON 
PARISH COUNCIL 

VACANCY FOR PARISH  
COUNCILLOR 

for the  

OVERTON WARD  
THE COUNCIL WISHES TO FILL THIS VACANCY 

BY CO-OPTION AT THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
ON 

 MONDAY 16TH MARCH 2020. 
 

If you would like to represent the residents and interests of 
our Civil Parish, please notify the Parish Clerk, Mrs Sophie 
Roberts at 5 Peacock, West Overton, SN8 4HD in writing or 
by email to par ishclerk.fyfield@gmail.com by Friday 6th 
March 2020. 
 
If you would like further details or information about what it 
entails please contact the Parish Clerk on 01672 861262 who 
will be happy to provide you with the contact details of your 
local councillors. 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/council-democracy-cgr
mailto:parishclerk.fyfield@gmail.com


www.upperkennetnews.co.uk   5 

 

Kennet Valley 60 Plus 
 
The December meeting took place on the 19th 

December in conjunction with the Christmas 
lunch. The president welcomed new members, 
gave apologies for absence and noted birthdays. 

Then 33 members sat down to enjoy an 
excellent meal. This was followed by the raffle 
and a very enjoyable sing-a-long/quiz, arranged 
by Audrey and conducted by Dennis. 
 
January Meeting 

The January meeting took place on the 16th at 
the village hall. Apologies for absence were 
given and birthdays noted. It was observed that 
membership subscriptions were due. There 
being no further business the members were 
treated to a talk by guest speaker, Jo Gay, who 
entertained us with tales of nursing from the 
1950’s to the present day. This was 
accompanied by the display of a great many 
medical items. It was greeted with warm 
applause. 

Dennis thanked the speaker and then also 
thanked the committee for their work during the 
previous year. The meeting concluded with tea, 
biscuits and the raffle. 

The next meeting will be on February 20th at 
the village hall when we will have a beetle 
drive. 

Upper Kennet Churches  
Winter Crisis Appeal 

Are you able to help? 
Five years ago the Upper Kennet Churches launched a Winter Crisis Appeal 
Fund to help those who were exper iencing shor t ter m financial problems. 
Over that period we have had many donations and we have been able to help a 
large number of families who were in desperate need. 
This year, again, we would ask if you would make a donation if you are able to 
– perhaps you don’t really need your winter fuel allowance, for example. 
Please give your donation to a church warden, or send a cheque to Upper 
Kennet Churches, The Garden Room, 62 Lockeridge, SN8 4EL or by BACS 
transfer using sort code 30-92-63 – account number 01498496. 
Thank you. 
Do you need help? 
If you: 

 live in one of the Upper Kennet Parishes 

 are worried about where the next meal is coming from 

 have to choose between heating and eating 

 are facing a sudden financial emergency 
we might be able to assist with a week’s food supply, or fuel support, or just 
general advice. 
Contact Rev’d Maria Shepherdson on 01672 539643, or a Lay Pastoral 
Assistant on 01672 861786.  Your call will be treated in total confidence. 
This is not a substitute for Social Benefits or the Food Bank.  It is a gesture 
from people who understand what you are experiencing. 

Savernake 
Embroidery 

An approach was made to Marlborough 
and District Embroiderers’ Guild in 2015 
to make a piece of embroidery to hang in 
the new building of the Prospect Hospice 
Outreach Centre at Savernake Hospital 
Marlborough. 

The choice of poem was made by the 
original committee of three who 
recognised its connection to the Savernake 
Forest.  Its title is ‘All These I Learnt’ by 
Robert Byron 1905-1941, poet and 
traveller, who sometimes lived at 
Savernake Lodge in the Forest.  His 
memorial is in the churchyard of Christ 
Church, Cadley as he was lost at sea 
during the Second World War off northern 
Scotland and has no grave.  The poem was 
read by Prince Charles for National Poetry 
Day on BBC Radio 4 in 2006.  As it 
celebrates Spring, Summer and Autumn 
most particularly these are the seasons that 
were chosen for the design and a purely 
figurative style of illustration was chosen 
to create a sense of peace, serenity and reflection. 

The base is painted calico. The silk fabrics are Crepeline, Habotai, and Dupion.  The 
fabrics were all hand dyed or painted. The hand stitching was done in mostly Coats 
Anchor threads.  The machine stitching was mostly done with Mettler threads.  The silk 
threads were Mulberry silks and Devere Yarns.  The pieces were individually drawn and 
painted by Margaret Heath and the silk fabrics added.  The choice of threads were made 
and then they were handed out to members with instructions for stitches to be used.  A 
narrow choice of stitches was used, stem long and short, running, seed, chain, French 
knot and fly stitch, for hand stitching. Free machining in straight and zig zag stitch. 

By late spring the first individual pieces were ready to be taken home to be worked. 
There are over 70 individual pieces, two large trees, three butterflies and the stitched 
background. 
Once the individual pieces were all returned they were appliquéd on to the background 
and blended together. The stitching started in late spring 2016.   

Over 30 members took part. Work also took place at Stitch Days in Kennet Valley 
Hall, Lockeridge and latterly in member’s houses.  It took just over 4 years from first 
plans to last stitch.  Framing was done by Steven Hible at Right Angle Framing, 
Corsham. 

The Embroidery was unveiled on the afternoon of Monday 20 January 2020 by the 
Hospice President, HRH Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall, at the Prospect Hospice, 
Wroughton.   Yvonne Miles read the poem, ‘All These I Learnt’ and a group of branch 
members were presented to the Duchess. Margaret Heath explained the story behind the 
project and the techniques used. 

Marlborough & District  
Embroiderers’ Guild  

Pamela Smith – Metal Thread Embroidery in Russia 
Pamela’s interest in Russia started at a young age when 
her father worked in London near to the Russian Shop and 
bought home books and artefacts as presents. 
The first evidence of metal thread work was found in 
Russia about 1592 and Pamela showed us a photograph of 
the Stroganov family shroud.   In the 17th C the aristocracy 
wore long beards, flowing gowns and coats but overnight 
this changed at the time of Peter the Great.  Beards were 
shaved off, the old style was banned  and western court 
dress was worn.  Examples of textiles fortunately survived 
the Russian revolution where as paintings did not. 
In 1903 a ball was suggested for pre and post revolution 
costumes and Pamela showed us photographs of the 
wonderful variety of outfits which were worn. 
Nowadays gold work is now mainly found in the church 
costume.  Torzhok, a town between St Petersburg and 
Moscow is full of monasteries  and a school of  gold 
embroidery.  Girls are taught the basics of reading, writing 
and arithmetic and then they continue to the embroidery 
school. 
The next meeting of Marlborough & District Embroiderers 
Guild will be on Monday 3 February 2020 at the Kennet 
Valley Hall, Lockeridge.  The speaker will be Dr. Susan 
Kay Williams from the Royal School of Needlework and 
her talk will be entitled “Poison, Poo, Science and 
Serendipity” (part 2 of Susan’s talk on Colour in Textiles).  
Doors open at 13.30 for a 14.00 start. All are welcome and 
if you have any queries please contact 01672 861658.  
Further details visit our website: http://
www.marlboroughembroiderers.org 
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Kennet Valley   
National Trust Association 

( https://kennetvalleynta.weebly.com/meetings-and-outings.html )  
  
Annual membership costs £8 per person per annum entitling members 
to attend talks and to join outings, holidays and other social events. 
New members are welcome to join. 
Meetings are held  on the 3rd Monday of each month commencing at 
7.30pm at KENNET VALLEY HALL, Lockeridge, SN8 4EL  and 
occasionally at Slade House, St James' Gardens, Devizes, SN10 1EL.  
Entry charges including refreshments :  Members £3.00  
       Non-Members  £4.00 
Meetings  
17th February Sarah Buttenshaw - Travels in the Antarctic  

(Note time- 2pm (1400) at Kennet Valley Hall) 
 

16th March (D) Susan Fox ( Collections Manager, Roman 
Baths & Pump Room Heritage Services, Bath)- The Beau 
Street Hoard- about a trove unearthed during a construction 
project in Bath 
(Normal time- 7.30pm (1930) in Devizes) 

          
20th April  Nick McCamley - spoke to the Association in February 

2019  about underground munitions storage at Corsham and 
will return to talk about moving national art treasures to 
underground storage during World War ll, for safe keeping. 

 
2020 Outings 
Wednesday 20th March – visit to Wells; England's second smallest 

city; explore this fascinating city, visit the cathedral, the 
Bishop's palace, the shops  and market day. Cost  £20 

 
Sunday 3rd May- KVNTA 20th anniversary lunch at the Assembly 

Room, Devizes Town Hall 12.30pm for 1pm. Designed by 
Thomas Baldwin, this beautiful building was built in 1806-
08 using parts of its 17th century predecessor. Guided tour 
of building is included. Price £30. 
Contact  annking8644@gmail.com  

 
19th to 26th May 2020     Istrian Cruise 
27th September - 2nd October 2020      Forest Hills Hotel, Frodsham, 

Cheshire. Cost; £490 + £75 single supplement. Further 
details to follow. 

 BEEF STEAK & JOINTS 
SIRLOIN, RUMP, BAVETTE 

TOPSIDE, SILVERSIDE, BURGERS, 
MINCE & STEWING (3KG FOR £20) 

PORK JOINTS 
SAUSAGES & BACON  

(3 PACKS FOR £10) 

AVAILABLE NOW 
COLLECTION FROM GALTEEMORE FARM,  

SN8 1QJ 

5* RATED AIRBNB 
CONTEMPORARY SELF CONTAINED ANNEX 4-6 BED 

@PUMPHOUSEAVEBURY 
ENQUIRIES ALICEHUES@GMAIL. 

A B V R Y  
 

N E W S  

https://kennetvalleynta.weebly.com/meetings-and-outings.html
mailto:annking8644@gmail.com
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Kennet  
Valley  
School 
 
One family learning for life, on a 
journey towards our potential. 

Church of England,  
Voluntary Aided School 

 www.kennetvalley.wilts.sch.uk 
January 2020 Update 

 
Our pupils and teachers have returned 
from their Christmas holidays energised 
and ready for action! We’re off to a great 
start in term 3 with a new range of 
learning activities and experiences for 
the children to enjoy. 

Winchester Science Museum  
This was a day out in our first week back 
for our year 3&4 pupils. A fantastic 
hands on day of exploration and 
experimentation including an amazing 
experience in the domed planetarium 
cinema. This was an exciting time and 
the recent cold clear nights have enabled 
the children to further explore the night 
sky in real life! We learnt how to bend 
light, create a tornado and vortex, 
experiment with electronic music and 
see a heat sensitive camera in action. In 
the Science of Sport Zone, we were able 
to test our reaction time, flexibility, and 
our ability to balance.  

Reading 
We are enhancing reading opportunities 

for the children with a new reading shed! 
This creates a quite comfortable space 
for outdoor reading and can be used in 
lesson time and playtime. We want to 
create as many reading opportunities for 
children to be able to become absorbed 
in the world of books! I am also seeking 
sponsorship to be able to purchase more 
books for the school and for me to be 
able to give children books to keep to 
help develop their interest and love for 
reading. This will be especially valuable 
for those children who do not come from 
homes where reading is not 
commonplace. If you have any 
suggestions of individual or company 
sponsorship for this then please do let 
me know. 

New fencing club  
This is off to a great start for your year 
4&5 pupils offering an opportunity to try 
a new form of physical activity. It 
teaches the pupils to be quick with both 
their feet and mind, develop critical 
thinking and 
problem solving skills while dealing 
with success and failure!  They are 
learning about patience; hand / eye 
coordination; confidence, self-
discipline, the ability to think on their 
feet and sportsmanship.  

Rugby  
I am very grateful to the Humphries for 
use of their field in Lockeridge for after-
school rugby training which is proving a 
great success. A big thankyou also to Mr 

West-Orum for leading these sessions. 
The children love this time and we are 
hopeful for more rugby success in the 
schools tournaments! 

Badminton and cricket - we are looking 
forward to new coaches joining us next 
month. 

Choir 
I am delighted to report that we have been 

able to reinstate a weekly choir club and 
this is very well attended. Our pupils 
always sing with confidence and great 
gusto and are enjoying this specialist 
tuition to develop their singing and 
performing skills further. We know that 
there are so many benefits to singing and 
the children are clearly enjoying this 
time together. 

New laptops – we are very pleased to have 
been awarded a grant from the Diocese 
to purchase these. We use laptops to 
support learning in all subjects now and 
embrace technology to enable the pupils 
to become seekers of knowledge. 

New Governors 
I am pleased to welcome Anna Beverly 
and Angharad Hughes to our Governing 
Body and also to Nick West- Orum and 
Lucy Humphries for stepping into 
Associate Governor roles this term.  

 

 
Mrs Emma Russell, Headteacher 

 

 

We are an independently owned business, located on the main high street, within the 
Avebury Stone Circle. With many things to offer, we are more than just a shop…. 

 
Gifts - we offer a wide range of gifts, including souvenirs, books, crystals, incense,  

clothing, jewellery and more…. 
 

Events - we host a variety of events, from book signings in the shop, workshops in the 
upstairs space and 1:1 treatments in our treatment room. All spaces are available to 

hire. Please e-mail events@hengeshop.com for more information. 
 

Book Signings - we hold various book signings within the shop with a wonderful variety 
of authors. You can view our upcoming book signings on our website. If you would like 

to hold one of your own, please contact Jane at jane@hengeshop.com. 
 

Crystal Skulls - We have the largest collection of Crystal Skulls in the area, and all are 
available to buy either in our dedicated room located within the shop, or online at 

www.hengeskulls.com 

For more information about any of the above or to 
shop online, please visit www.hengeshop.com 

 
+44(0)1672 539229 

 
avebury@hengeshop.com 

You can find both The Henge Shop & 
Henge Skulls on                           

Facebook & Instagram 

 

Longer Hours and a Light Lunch Menu 

 

Sunday Roasts 

 

'Everyday Magic' Art Exhibition 

 

Updated Opening Hours 

http://www.kennetvalley.wilts.sch.uk
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National Trust News 
 

An invitation to a talk by Prof. Josh Pollard: Living with 
Monuments (2019 fieldwork) 
Tuesday, 18 February, 18:30 – 19:30, Avebury Chapel  
 
Professor Josh Pollard from the University of Southampton will be giving an 
archaeology talk on the ongoing Living with Monuments Project and last summer’s 
excavation in the Avebury World Heritage Site.  
The Living with Monuments Project is investigating the connections that existed between 
the building and using of the Avebury region's prehistoric monuments and settlement and 
environment during the Neolithic and Early Bronze Age (c.4000-1600 BC). It is being led 
by a team from several universities, including Southampton, Bournemouth, Cambridge 
and Ghent, the National Trust and Allen Environmental Archaeology. Since 2013 they 
have excavated on several sites - along the West Kennet Avenue, on Avebury Down, in 
the Winterbourne Valley and on Knoll Down - as well as undertaking geophysical surveys 
and mapping ancient soils and sediments. This talk will describe the fieldwork undertaken 
in summer 2019 on and around a complex of Neolithic palisaded enclosures at West 
Kennet. That work revealed evidence of the scale of the complex, and the way it had been 
built, as well as providing insight into its purpose. It also raised new questions about what 
may have happened at the very end of the Neolithic, both in the Avebury landscape and 
further afield. 
To reserve a space please call 01672 538031 or email 
matthew.claridge@nationaltrust.org.uk with the names of people in your group. 
Spaces are limited, so please get in touch early to avoid disappointment.  
 

New Circles Restaurant  
We are delighted to have our Circles Restaurant back in use.  After nearly two years of 
careful refurbishment we now have a beautiful, light and airy space on two storeys, with 
unrivalled views over the stone circle, dedicated meeting, office and staff-welfare spaces, 
and a state-of-the-art kitchen which is producing a wide range of tasty meal options.  
Please do pop along and see and taste for yourselves. 

 

Winter programming 
Winter is our quiet time; the manor is closed until 15 February which gives staff a chance 
for a thorough clean and undertake any repairs needed.  It also allows the garden team to 
prepare the garden for the coming year.  The museum is open as usual and we are also 
running a few small scale events during half term, including a children’s trail in the 
Stables and ‘make your own birdfeeder’ on 19 February in Avebury Chapel.  On 27 
February we’ll be exploring the night sky around Avebury with an evening Sky Tour 
starting from Avebury Chapel. F, if you feel like stretching your legs and explore the 
wider Wiltshire landscape, then the Stonehenge and Avebury Walking Challenge and the 
Wiltshire Landscape Walking Challenge might be for you.  Find out more about these at 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/avebury. 
 

‘Lost’ tours of Avebury Manor 
In early March we are launching our new manor tours.  These tours are exploring three 
rooms of the manor that have not been open to the public before and are based on the 
discoveries made during the excavations under the floorboards which took place in 2018.  
These guided tours are themed on ‘Lost Things, Lost Beliefs and Lost Pastimes’ and are 
led by volunteers, who can bring the rooms to life with stories and information about the 
discoveries. 

 
Finally, as usual, please do come and visit us at the Estate Office if you have a question, 
concern or idea – or you can contact us via Matthew Claridge on 01672 539250 or 
avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk.  Don’t forget that residents have free entry to Avebury 
Manor and Garden and the Alexander Keiller Museum.  

mailto:matthew.claridge@nationaltrust.org.uk
mailto:avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk
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GETT 
Landscaping 

Patios, Decking, Driveways  
Fencing, Turfing, Seeding, 

Hedgecutting. 
All types of groundwork 

Contact: Tim Smith  
Mob: 07811 142390 

 
Also available Machine Hire and Driver 
Incl: 
Mini Digger Skid Steer 
Telescopic Handler 
Tractor & Implements 
Fully insured.   Phone for a free quote 

 

 
 
 

(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd 
 

SPECIALISTS IN  
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING SYSTEMS 

 

Servicing & repairs / Installation 
Landlord’s Certificates / Gas Safety Records 

 

Tel: (01793) 536871 
Email: general@austinheat.com 
Website: www.austinheat.com 

 

Trading since 1972 

S. O. Chimney Sweeping 
Camera Survey  
Birds Nests Removed 
Fully Insured, ICS Registered 
Friendly Local Service 
Cowls Fitted 

Call Sean on 07881 206536  seanoades@hotmail.com 
www.so-chimney-sweeping.co.uk 

 

Domestic 

Installations &  
Maintenance. 
Rewires, New builds , Extensions. 
Electric Showers , Cookers . 
Electric Heating. 
Consumer unit / fuse box upgrades. 
New Sockets & Telephone Points. 
Internal / External Lighting. Cctv &I Alarm 
Systems. Fault finding & Correction. 
Public liability insurance  
for £2 million 

 

Over 30 
Years 

experience 

M.Hutton Electrical 
Napit Part P Registered 

Electrician 

Tel : 07974433456 
Email ; 
M.Huttonelectrical@gmail.com Est. 1991 D. W. Oliver Tree Services Ltd 

B.Sc.A.I.W.Sc. 
TREE PRUNING  
LANDSCAPING, WOODCHIPPING  
TREE FELLING, FORESTRY CONTRACTING  
FENCING 

Tel 01672 861310 
Mobile 07976 644706 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 
£5M INSURANCE 

Tree Surgery works carried out by qualified staff  

E-mail: info@dwoliver.com 
Web: www.dwoliver.com 

W    S  

H E A T I N G  E N G I N E E R S 
SERVICING    INSTALLATION   MAINTAINANCE 

1 Glenmore Business Centre. 

Hopton Park 

London Rd. Devizes 

SN10 2EQ 

Tel:  01380 726284 

Fax: 01380 726297 

SWIFT Services Ltd 

MOONS OVENCLEANING 
  Local – Professional - Affordable 

 
Let us do the dirty work with tender loving care of 
your oven, hob, range, Aga, microwave or extractor 
using our eco-friendly and non-caustic system 

Call now on 01672 556404  
or 07723 048436 

www.moonsovencleaning.co.uk 
The same Father/Son run business established 

 in 2003 but with a new name 

Learn How To Draw And Paint 
 If you’re 5 or 85 you can begin a new life changing skill 

 Gentle patient tuition - for beginner or improvers 

 Delightful Art Studio/Classroom in a character cottage in 
Wootton Bassett 

Tel: 01793 852893 / 07940 171406 
Email: janetteharding.art@gmail.com 

mailto:general@austinheat.com
http://www.austinheat.com
mailto:seanoades@hotmail.com


10  www.upperkennetnews.co.uk 

 

ON CALL DAY & NIGHT 
01672 512444 OR 810727 
Wagon Yard London Road 
Marlborough Wiltshire  

SN8 1LH 

WELDING     BREAKDOWN 

M.O.T.S.  SERVICING  

CHALKY'S 
WORKSHOP 

Hillside Farm,  
Rhyles Lane, Lockeridge, 

TEL:  01672 861123 

Brickwork, Ceramic 
Tiling, Painting and 
Decorating, Garden 
Fencing and General Maintenance. 
 

With 30+ years of experience, there isn't 
much I haven't come across, so for a free 
quotation or simply to 'Pick my 
brain!'     Contact me:- 

5 Southfield,  

West Overton,  

Wilts, SN8 4HE 

Phone: 01672 861438 

Mobile: 07732989650 

E-mail: brianwattsbuilds@gmail.com 

Brian Watts 
 

 
Katherine Butler 

BSc (Hons) ARCS MMCA LRCC 
  

McTimoney Chiropractor 

You may benefit from Chiropractic treatment if you suffer from: 

    Back, neck and shoulder pain 

    Inability to relax 

    Joint pain including hip and knee pain from osteoarthritis 

    General aches and pains including those of joints, muscle spasms and cramp 

    Headaches arising from the neck 

    Prevention of migraine 

    Sporting aches and pains 

www.thegranaryclinic.co.uk Tel: 07833250208 
  

The Granary Clinic, Manor Farm, Avebury Trusloe, Marlborough, SN8 1QY 

Contact Tamara for more  
details & to make a booking: 

t: 07554 246877 
e: tamara@ttholistics.co.uk 

www.ttholistics.co.uk 
 

Reflexology • Aromatherapy • Massage 
Available now near Avebury 

 S. White 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
ARBORICULTURE 

All aspects of tree work undertaken 
Hedge cutting/reductions 

Stump grinding 
Planting 

Logs and Wood Chip available 
Simon-white22@hotmail.com       

Tel: 01672 861566 
Mob: 07917 353314 

EARTHWISE  
GARDEN DESIGN LTD. 

ANYA HOPE MEDLIN (MA 
Cantab) 

Qualified and experienced horticulturalist and 
garden designer offers an individual and personal 

service. 
* Complete design and build service 
* Planting plans for complete gardens or single borders 
* Restoration of neglected gardens * Consultation and plant sourcing 
* Wild gardens/personalised retreats 

 Tel/Fax 01672 861462   Mobile 07970 590674 
e-mail:-  anya.earthwise@googlemail.com 

KRM Carpentry 
City and Guilds qualified with 40 years' 

experience 

Kevin Mengham Tel : 01373 858393/ 07858079805 
krmcarpentry@outlook.com 

 Kitchens 

 Windows and doors 

 Skirtings and architraves 

 1st and 2nd fix carpentry 

 Wood flooring 

 Ceramic wall tiling 

 General property 

maintenance 

http://www.thegranaryclinic.co.uk
mailto:tamara@ttholistics.co.uk
http://www.ttholistics.co.uk
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New Memorials and 
Restorations 

All types of memorials 
Handcrafted to a high 
standard in our own 

workshops at 
Pelham Court, London Road 

Marlborough 

**FREE Quotes 
Given** 

Telephone: 516797 
martin@mjsly.co.uk 

For a free memorial 
brochure 

M J Sly 
Monumental 

Sculptor 

WHO’S WHO in the Upper Kennet Churches  
RECTOR:  REV’D MARIA SHEPHERDSON  01672 539643 
The Rectory, 27 High Street, Avebury, SN8 1RF  
Email:  revmariashepherdson@outlook.com  
If you require a priest in an emergency and are unable to contact Rev’d Maria please telephone one of the churchwardens. 
BENEFICE SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES: Mrs Elizabeth Daley  01672 539277 
       Mr Roderick Palfrey 01793 731067 
LICENSED LAY MINISTER Mrs Sibella Laing 01672 861600 sl519@cam.ac.uk 
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS Mrs Claire Stiles 01793 731620 c.j.stiles@hotmail. co.uk 
    Mr Graham Kitchen  01672 861349 graham@grahamkitchen.com> 
BENEFICE OFFICE:  Anne Robinson, Sophie Roberts (Mon-Thurs, 10am-1pm)  
Address:  The Garden Room, 62 Lockeridge, SN8 4EL 01672 861786  upperkennetchurches@gmail.com 
          Benefice Website:  www.kennet8.org.uk 
CHURCHWARDENS   Mrs Maureen Dixon 01672 539690 
AVEBURY    Mrs Sandra Hues 01672 539444     shues01@hotmail.com 
    Mrs Helen Vickers 01672 539482     brian.helen.vickers@googlemail.com 
EAST KENNETT   Mr Graham Kitchen  01672 861349  graham@grahamkitchen.com 
    Mrs Jo Snape  01672 861267   Josiesnape@aol.com 
WEST OVERTON   Mrs Susan Rogers 01672 861374  sjrogers44@gmail.com 
FYFIELD   Ms Vicky Evans  01672 861622  bixevans@gmail.com 
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Ms Penny Gold  01672 539158  goldpennygold@aol.com 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Mrs Glynis Long   01793 731398   glynislong@btopenworld.com 
    Mr Peter Barry   01793 731589    peter17.barry@gmail.com 
BROAD HINTON   Miss Sally Cartwright 01793 731050  sally.cartwright@broadhinton.org.uk 
    Mrs Gill Crabtree 07774 424125    gill.crabtree1@gmail.com 
    Mr Robert Fitzpatrick 01793 739156    rft.fitzp@gmail.com 
Benefice Council Lay Chairman  Mr Mark Wightman 01793 731452   wightman1944@btinternet.com 
 
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL SECRETARIES 
AVEBURY    Mr David Davidge  01672 513819    mail@dwdmar.plus.com 
EAST KENNETT, FYFIELD 
& WEST OVERTON   Mrs Lynne Williams 01672 861511  lynne.williams55@gmail.com  
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Mr Bill Buxton  01672 539199  bill.buxton@btinternet.com 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Mr Martin Knight 01793 731764  martin@vintry.co.uk    
BROAD HINTON   Mrs Marjorie Sykes 01793 731471  marjorie.sykes@btinternet.com 
 

MAGAZINES  
UPPER KENNET NEWS in Fyfield, West Overton, East & West Kennett, Beckhampton, Avebury Trusloe, Avebury, Winterbourne Monkton & 
Berwick Bassett: 
Editor:  David Throup, Longmynd, Lockeridge SN8 4ED  01672 861279   davidthroup@aol.com 
Please send all copy including advertising and payment to David Throup.  Final copy date 20th of each month. 
LOCAL NEWS in Uffcott, Broad Hinton & Winterbourne Bassett: 
Editor:  Liz Moakes       07776 188805  3villageslocalnews@gmail.com 
           Final copy date 20th of each month. 

K. A. Callaway. 
Great Bedwyn 

WOODSTOVES &  
CHIMNEY LININGS 

Woodstoves: many makes, new and 
second hand discounted. 

Flue lining: Stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed 
TV flue camera for internal chimney inspection.  
Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection. 
FREE site visit and advice recommended 

Tel: 01672 870619 Mobile: 0860 722646 

K. A. Gallaway - Great Bedwyn
WOODSTOVES & CHIMNEY LININGS

Woodstoves: many makes, new & second hand discounted.

Flue lining: stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed TV flue camera

for internal chimney inspection. Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection.

FREE site visit and advice recommended

TEL: 01672 870 619 MOBILE 0860 722 646

Pheasants Cottage 
Bed and Breakfast 
Linda Seeley. 31, Lower Fyfield 
Marlborough, Wilts. SN8 1PY 
Tel: 01672 861680 and 07518 281872 
enquiries@pheasantscottage.com 
www.pheasantscottage.com 

 

SHEPPARD DECORATORS 
WE CONSIDER PROJECTS OF ALL SIZES 

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR. 

CALL DARREN FOR A FRIENDLY QUOTE. 
01380 725652 07876 433655 

WWW.SHEPPARD-DECORATORS.CO.UK 

Sheppard Decorators 

 

 

 

Garden landscaping 
and maintenance 

Working throughout Wiltshire 
 

Phil Dix 

07469 757333 pjdservices1@outlook.com 

www.pjd-services.co.uk 

mailto:martin@mjsly.co.uk
mailto:claire.stiles1@btinternet.com
mailto:sjrogers44@gmail.com
mailto:bixevans@gmail.com
mailto:glynislong@btopenworld.com
mailto:sally.cartwright@broadhinton.org.uk
mailto:gill.crabtree1@gmail.com
mailto:wightman1944@btinternet.com
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Advertisers Index 
 

Company Telephone 
ABVRY Galteemore Farm     alicehues@gmail.com  

Austin Heating 01793 536871 

Brian Watts 01672 861438 

Chalky's Workshop  01672 861123 

David Oliver Tree Services 01672 861310 

Diane MacKinder 01672 512444 

Earthwise Garden Design 01672 861462 

Gett Landscaping 07811 142390 

Granary Clinic 07833 250208 

Henge Shop Averbury 01672 539229 

Jill Sudbury 07973 951286 

K A Callaway. Woodstoves and chimneys  01672 870619 

KRM Carpentry 01373 858393 

Massage 2 Health 07789 529884 

M. Hutton. Electrical Installation and repairs 07974 433456 

M J Sly. Monumental Mason 01672 516797 

Moon’s Oven cleaning 01672 556404   

PJD Services. Garden maintenance 07469 757333 

Pheasants Cottage B&B 01672 861680  

Sean Oades Chimney Sweep 07881 206536 

Sheppard Decorators 01380 501898  

Simon White - Garden and arborcultural 01672 861566 

The New Inn Winterbourne Monkton 01672 539793 

TT Holistics 07554 246877 

W.S. Swift 01380 726284 

Lockeridge  
YOUTH 

CLUB 
 

7–9pm @ Kennet Valley Hall 
School years 6–11 

50p donation 
 

dates for your diary: 
Thursday 30th January 

Thursday 27th February 
Please note from January the sessions will generally take 

place on the last Thursday of the month. 
 

Any enquiries please contact Josh Hodder 

Hot New Orleans Jazz 
in Marlborough 

With Doolally Tap    www.doolallytap.net   
Saturday 15th February 7.30pm at Marlborough 
Town Hall 

If you want a really enjoyable evening (and / or 
have forgotten to take your Valentine out for 
something special the day before !) then you 
should buy tickets for this amazing event, and in 
so doing help two amazing charities working in the Marlborough area. 

The band, Doolally Tap,  are making a big name on the London Jazz scene with 
their infectious foot-stomping shows at many venues including : Cadogan Hall, 
Wilton’s Music Hall, Hampton Court Palace, the Queens House Greenwich,. and 
many Festivals.   
Doolally were last seen in Wiltshire in the Devizes Arts Festival on 2018, in an 
event that was sold out within weeks of  tickets on sale and played to great 
acclaim. 
Now they come to Marlborough for a very special appearance, and they will 
have the Wiltshire Music Centre Saturday Jazz group warming up the evening at 
the start. 
Wear something in style (1920’s onwards) if you wish to add to the fun, and 

there will be a prize for the most appropriately dressed !   
All proceeds will go to Alzheimer’s Support and Arts Together  and the event is 
made possible by the sponsorship of Kavanaghs residential and commercial, and 
PKA Architects  

 

Tickets £20 from :  
White Horse Bookshop, Marlborough :  and  Alzheimer’s Support, 5 Sidmouth 
St, Devizes 
and Pound Arts    01249 701628:  https://poundarts.org.uk/whats-on/doolally-

tap/ 

Easter Bingo 

A Date for your 

Diary 

 

This is advance 

information that this 

year`s Easter Bingo will 

take place at Kennet 

Valley Hall on  

Friday 27th March.  

More details next month. We are also delighted 

to announce that Tesco Marlborough will again 

provide all the Easter Egg prizes during the 

evening. They will also ensure that all children 

attending will go home with an Egg, win or lose. 

 

This has now become a popular family outing as 

last year`s attendance demonstrated, so don`t 

forget to note this year`s date – March 27th 

http://www.doolallytap.net
https://poundarts.org.uk/whats-on/doolally-tap/
https://poundarts.org.uk/whats-on/doolally-tap/

