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As I write this the television and papers are bombarding 
me with documentaries and articles not just about the events 
of last year, but the events of the last ten years. Hard though 
it is to believe, the ‘noughties’ are drawing to a close and we 
are about to start a new decade – the teenage years of this 
new century. I guess, in time, they will be called ‘the 
teenies.’ 

Looking back over the last 10 years I reflect on what an 
incredible period of history we have lived through.  For me 
it represents a decade of major personal change as I trained 
for the priesthood and have settled in to ministerial life here 
with you all. I guess each of us can look back and see the 
various high points (along with some low points) that 
become the contours of our life journey these past 10 years. 

Looking wider afield, the last 10 years have witnessed 
some of the most dramatic events concertinaed into a few 
short years.  None of us will ever forget where we were 
when we heard about the 9/11 attacks in the USA – a 
defining event that has shaped much of the last decade.  
Since then we have seen many terrorist attacks around the 
world, across Europe and sadly in our own nation, especially 
as we remember those killed on 7/7.  We will never forget 
the Indian Ocean Tsunami in 2004 which is estimated to 
have killed 230,000 people.  We have lived through the war 
in Iraq, the fall of Saddam and its reverberating aftermath as 
we still seek to discover the truth that took us there. And of 
course, the frequent repatriations passing through the close 
town of Wootton Bassett act as a constant reminder of the 
real human cost that is being paid as we continue to fight in 
Afghanistan.  There are many more examples that I could 
draw upon and I guess you have your own thoughts about 
what defines the last 10 years. 

All this draws me to the point that life is fragile, full of 
uncertainties and imponderables and yet, we possess great 
resilience at these most challenging moments.  Great stories 
emerge of heroism and courage, help and support that 
people offer to one another for no other reason than because 
it’s what they feel or instinctively know they need to do. 

I recently spent a day with the Bishop of Salisbury and 
others he had invited from a wide variety of business, 
political and social perspectives to look at how we might 
recover from the recession.  His motivation for drawing this 
group together was the desire to look for and re-discover 
some deeper values of trust, openness, compassion and 
generosity and find ways of making these part and parcel of 
everyday life, rather the selfishness of society that has got us 
into this mess. 

Looking out for one another; caring for those in need; 
giving the gift of time – a lot of this goes on I know, but 
maybe these attributes are going to be much more important 
than ever before as we face severe cuts in public spending 
whichever political party is elected in May 2010. 

And perhaps as we do this, we realise wittingly or 
unwittingly, that these acts bring in to our communities what 
Jesus described as the ‘Kingdom of Heaven’ - love, justice, 
mercy, compassion, generosity, peace, kindness and the like. 

It reminds me of the story that Jesus told which is 
recorded in the Gospel of Matthew.  The question is posed, 
'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty 
and give you something to drink? When did we see you a 
stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe 
you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit 
you?' and the reply is:  'I tell you the truth, whatever you did 

for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for 
me.' 

So as we look forward to the future – maybe a fragile, 
uncertain and economically challenging one, I trust and pray 
that we will each find many and different ways of helping, 
caring and looking out for each other whom we live 
alongside. It’s going to be very important, more important 
than we realise right now. 

Revd Paul Bradish 
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Service of Thanksgiving 
 
Ursula Mence 14 December   Winterbourne Monkton 

West Overton Coffee Morning 
A big thank you to everybody who supported our annual 

coffee morning held on Saturday 28 November at St 
Michael's Church, West Overton. Although it was cold and 
windy it didn't deter friends and neighbours from stopping by 
to enjoy coffee and cake in the beautifully decorated church 
room. 

Together with donations from bric-a-brac, produce and 
refreshments the sum of £165 was raised which will be 
donated to the Convenience Fund for the installation of a  
toilet at St Michael's. 

Thank you so much to those who baked cakes, cleared out 
bric-a-brac and to Mr Sumbler for the chicken voucher. 

We hope to be back in the spring or summer with another 
seasonal event but In the meantime our good wishes for a 
very merry Christmas and a peaceful new year. 

Jacqui Taylor, Liz Roberts, Gilly Roberts, Rachel Fisk and 
Carolyn Gittins. 

View From The Rectory 
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UPPER KENNET CHURCHES SERVICES 

3rd January   
 Christmas 2 - White 
Jeremiah 31.7-14 
Psalm 147.13-21 
Ephesians 1.3-14 
John 1.(1-9)10-18 
 
10th January   
 Epiphany 1- White 
Isaiah 43.1-7 
Psalm 29 
Acts 8.14-17 
Luke 3.15-17,21-22 
 
17th January   
 Epiphany 2 - White 
Isaiah 62.1-5 
Psalm 36.5-10 
1 Corinthians 12.1-11 
John 2.1-11 
    
     

24th January   
 Epiphany 3 – White  
Nehemiah 8.1-3,5-6,8-10 
Psalm 19 
1 Corinthians 12.12-31a 
Luke 4.14-21 
 
31st January   
 Epiphany 4 – White  
Ezekiel 43.27-44.4 
Psalm 48 
1 Corinthians 13.1-13 
Luke 2.22-40 

Readings  

Wednesday Communion Services  
will take place at 10.00 am at 9, The Beeches, Winterbourne Monkton. Clergy will attend on the first and third Wednesdays of 
each month.  

Messy Church  
an update 

Thanks to those of you who 
have sent back completed 
surveys about Messy Church. 
Lots of positive comments, 
offers of help and suggestions 
about the way forward – so thank you.  If you still 
have any thoughts about Messy Church it’s not too 
late to send them to me.  Messy Church will be 
discussed at the Broad Hinton PCC meeting in 
early January when we will make a decision about 
resourcing this for the future. 
So, no Messy Church in January – but a 
provisional date for the next Messy Church has 
been set which is:   

Sunday 28th February 2010 at Broad Hinton 
Village Hall at 3.45pm 

More details will follow in the February magazine. 
Revd Paul Bradish 
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TIME 08.00am 10.00am 08.00am 10.00am 10.30am 11.00am 10.00am 

3rd January  
Christmas 2 
Env week 1 

  
Prayer Book 
Communion 
  

    

  
All-Age 
Service 
  

  

  
Holy 
Communion 
  

  
Holy 
Communion 
  

10th January  
Epiphany 1 
Env week 2 

  

  
All-Age 
Service 
  

  
Prayer Book 
Communion 
  

  
Evensong 
(6pm) 
  

  
All-Age 
Communion 
  

  

  
Prayer Book 
Matins 
  

17th January  
Epiphany 2 
Env week 3 

 09.30 AM CHILDREN & PARENTS’ SERVICE – BROAD HINTON 
10.30 AM BENEFICE SERVICE (COMMUNION) – BROAD HINTON 
12 NOON BENEFICE LUNCH – BROAD HINTON VILLAGE HALL 

24th January  
Epiphany 3 
Env week 4 

  

  
All-Age 
Communion 
  

  
Evensong 
(6pm) 

  
Holy 
Communion 
  

  
Holy 
Communion 
  

  
Morning 
Prayer 
  

  
  

31st January  
Epiphany 4 
Env week 5 

Prayer Book 
Communion 
  

  

7th February  
2nd before Lent 
Env week 6 

  
Prayer Book 
Communion 
  

    

  
All-Age 
Service 
  

  

  
Holy 
Communion 
  

  
Holy 
Communion 
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You are invited by the 
Upper Kennet 
Benefice Team  

and Clergy to an 
informal 

Sunday 
Lunch 

at Broad Hinton Village Hall 
Sunday 17th January  

at midday 
All welcome – bring your family, friends and neighbours 

and enjoy getting to know one another better 

Tickets:  Family (£12) Adult (£5) Children (£2) 
Tickets available from the Churchwardens  

Your Mobile Library  
more than you think! 

What’s big and bright and comes to a place near you every fortnight?  The answer 
is your Mobile Library, which visits Fyfield – Priest Acre 09.30-9.50,  Lockeridge 
09.55-10.30 and West Overton - Bus Stop 10.40-11.10 - on alternate Tuesdays. 
(Dates for the next six months are included at the end of this article.) 
The five Mobile Libraries in Wiltshire serve over 200 communities, dozens of 
schools and over a hundred Residential Homes throughout the County.  Down 
every country lane and in the most remote hamlet, you can expect to meet one of 
them! 
So what will you find when you go on board your Mobile Library? 
If you are a parent with young children, you will find a great range of picture 
books, videos and tapes for them to enjoy; there are information books and plenty 
of exciting reading for older children as well.  For adults, there is a range of 
information and fiction books to choose – from the latest thriller to the best-selling 
autobiography. And it’s not just books – DVDs are available for hire.  Older 
people are well catered for with a wide selection of large print and audiobooks.  If 
you are looking for a particular title and can’t find it, the Mobile manager will be 
happy to reserve it for you (70p) and bring it on a future visit. 
These services are free and there are no fines for overdue books!  So why not try it 
and see how much more there is on a Mobile Library?  It’s easy to join – just 
bring along proof of your identity and address and the friendly Mobile manager 
will sign you up straight away -he is always happy to help. 
Dates for visits to Fyfield, Lockeridge and West Overton for the next four months 
are: 
December 1, 15, 29. 
January 12, 26, February 9, 23, March 9, 23  
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News from Avebury & Winterbourne Monkton 
 

Bell Ringing Times 
11.40pm – New Year’s Eve 
9.30am - 10.00am - 1st and 4th Sundays 
5.30pm – 6pm 2nd Sunday 
Practice 
7.30pm - 9.00pm Tuesdays – All welcome 
 

Jane’s Bells 
On the 27th November, 09, five ringers, 

including Heather Peak-Garland, (Jane Lees’ 
sister), went to Whitechapel to witness the casting 
of Avebury’s two new bells. With a history of 
continuous production since 1570 the foundry is 
Britain’s oldest manufacturing company. While 
we waited for the molten metal to be ready our 
guide explained the 2 weeks of preparation that it 
had taken to make the moulds. Soon the red hot  
metal was transferred from the furnace into a 
large vat which was winched into position over 
Avebury’s number two bell and amid sparks and 
smoke it was poured into the mould, next came a 
chiming bell for Lerwick, Shetland Islands and 
finally the new treble bell, inscribed with Jane’s 
name. It was a wonderful and quite moving 
experience to watch the casting and to think that 
Jane’s name will be on that bell for, probably, 
hundreds of years. Five years of fundraising and 
gaining the Faculty suddenly seemed worthwhile. 
It was an unforgettable day for us all. The bells 
now have to wait in a queue to be tuned to match 
the existing six. 

     We will be ringing the old year out with half
-muffled bells and the New Year in with open 
bells. Visitors are welcome to join us for this 
special ring. 

     Avebury hosts the Branch AGM on the 9th 
January, 2010. Ringing will start at 3pm, the 
service at 4.30pm - please come and join us,  tea 
in the Social Centre at 5pm followed by the AGM 
and evening ringing. 

 
Mary Davidge 
       Belfry Correspondent    Tel: 01672 513819  

Avebury Tower News 

Monkton  
Bottle Tombola 

Many thanks to all those who generously 
contributed bottles to our annual stall at the 
Avebury Bazaar.  We had just over 100 bottles and 
raised £100 for church funds.  Grateful thanks to 
those who helped mark up and those who ran the 
stall on the day too. 

Broad Hinton Primary School 
Dear Parents 
The end of term is fast approaching and I know that children, staff and parents 

are all looking forward to a well-deserved Christmas break. This newsletter is 
coming to you early as a reminder of events which will be happening shortly. 

Beating the recession 
There is no denying that times are tight for a lot of people.  Household budgets 

across the country are being squeezed and families are under pressure.  Parents are 
concerned about paying the bills and the risk of losing jobs, while children can pick 
up on the tense atmosphere at home. 

Family life is tough enough without this added strain.  Parentline Plus can 
suggest simple things that every family can do to make life a little bit easier. 

There is a leaflet in the school office area from Parent Plus to aid any family 
needing support or there is a website you can use: 

www.parentlineplus.org.uk. 
School Council 
The School Council would like to thank all pupils who helped to raise money 

for Children In Need. Collectively we have been able to donate £184.86 to 
Children in Need as well as having fun and frolics with placing the coppers on the 
playground, non-school uniform day and drawing Pudsey competition.  Thank you 
to everyone who contributed and took part. 

It has been brilliant to have children completing jobs at home over the past few 
weeks.  The donations made for the household jobs has totalled £89.60 which is 
going directly to the Help for Heroes campaign.  Again thank you so much for your 
generosity and a big congratulations to the School Council who are organising 
events so effectively for the children at the school to take part in.  Well done 
everyone! 

Shoe Box Appeal 
Once again this year, we have been supporting Operation Christmas Child, 

through the filling and collection of shoe boxes destined to brighten the 
Christmases of less fortunate children overseas. It was overwhelming to see the 
contributions made to this worthy cause and thank everyone in the school and 
village community who have donated so generously. 

I am proud to say that 53 boxes were made up and collected.  It is this type of 
venture we decide to support throughout the year that teaches children to think of 
others less fortunate than themselves in this country as well as overseas. 

Financial Consultant Visit 
As part of the both Mrs Fieldsend and Mrs Floyd’s continual professional 

development on financial issues, they met with a visiting consultant to analysis 
their knowledge and understanding of strategic management and procurement.  The 
final thoughts concluded that: ‘Broad Hinton School provides a pleasant learning 
environment and demonstrates high levels of practice in many aspects of financial 
management and procurement processes.  Discussion was wide ranging and open 
which allowed rapid focus on the issues identified in the selected topics.  The 
Admin/Finance Officer and Headteacher were very open to positive suggestions 
and ways to improve, whilst already demonstrating a high level of knowledge in 
the areas covered.’ 

Thank you to all governors and staff that have aided with the financial 
implications related to our school. 

Parent/teacher consultation evenings. 
Thank you for your continued support with your child’s education.  This has 

been seen through the attendance for parents evenings being 88%.  Thank you 
again. 

Even more thank yous! 
Thank you, thank you, thank you for your contributions at harvest time.  The 

Swindon Foodbank collected food from us and the church and our donations 
equated to 78.9kg of food which was enough goods to provide 93 meals for people 
in Swindon and the surrounding areas. 

Thank you!! 
On behalf of all the staff, I would like to thank everyone for their support 

throughout this term and especially around the festive period. We are very grateful 
to all who have ensured the success of events both to date and forthcoming. 

Last of all, I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a very Happy 
Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 

Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs E Floyd 
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HEALING AND RELAXATION   

Lesley Holden                Tel No:  01380 725742 
                                                              Mobile  07866 140248 

Email    l.holden1@sky.com 
Reflexology IIHHT      1 hour session £25         4 sessions £75 
An ancient, gentle and deeply relaxing therapy by massaging the feet for the benefit of the 
whole body. 
Indian Head Massage IIHHT  45 mins session £20   4 sessions £60 
This ancient therapy is carried out seated and clothed and is the massage of  shoulders, 
upper back, upper arms, neck and face.  Stimulates circulation and the lymphatic system. 
Relieves stress, 
Healing  MNFSH    £15 per session     Discounts in special cases 
Gentle healing of the body, mind and spirit by channelling universal energy to bring the 
whole person back into balance.  Treatments carried out fully clothed.   
No beliefs required – just an open mind. 
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Every Wednesday term-time 

9.15am - 1 1.30am 
Parents/Carers/Childminders/Nannies, you 
are all invited to come along where you will 

be warmly welcomed by the Toddler  
Co-ordinator who manages our weekly 

group. We are located in the social centre 
on the High Street in Avebury (opposite the 

Church). 
Come in for a cup of tea and meet new 

people. Your children will be able to play in 
a safe, secure environment and are invited 
to join in any  organised activities and are 

offered an enjoyable, healthy snack. 
We look forward to seeing you soon! 

 
PSLA Member No. Q140G28604.  
Registered Charity No. 299677. 
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JILL SUDBURY 
 

REFLEXOLOGY, 
REIKI  COUNCELLING,  

CAMBRIDGE WEIGHT PLAN 
CONSULTANT 

The Wellbeing Clinic 
6 London Road. Marlborough 

01672 861412 or 513583 

New Memorials and Restorations  
All types of memorials  

Handcrafted to a high standard in our own workshops at 
Pelham Court, London Road 

Marlborough 
**FREE Quotes Given** 

Telephone: (01672) 516797 
www.mjsly.co.uk 

For a free memorial brochure 
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WELDING     BREAKDOWN 
M.O.T.S.  SERVICING  

CHALKY'S 
WORKSHOP 

Hillside Farm, Rhyles Lane, 
Lockeridge, 

TEL:  01672 861123 

EARTHWISE  
GARDEN DESIGN LTD. 
ANYA HOPE MEDLIN 

(MA Cantab) 
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SWIFT Services Ltd 

Isla Baliszewska AMAC, SFEDI, ILM, ncfe. 
 LIFE AND CAREER COACH AND 

BUSINESS MENTOR 
Underachieving? Too many issues? 
Lacking motivation? Life unbalanced? 
Frustrated? 

 Discover your personal or business potential, be 
positive, 

Change your life and move forward 
For a free consultation call 01672 861565 

Email:isla@yourcoaching.co.uk 
Richard Hartshorn  
Bricklayer and General Builder 

New Builds 
Extensions 
Alterations 
Maintenance 
Walls, Patios 
Paving 
Roofing 
Floor and Wall Tiling 

Tel: 01672 861113 
Mob: 07816 273930 

Let me do the job you hate! 
 

Domestic Oven Cleaning  
We offer a high quality cleaning service 
for Ovens, including Agas, Hobs & Extractors 
using the latest equipment & cleaning technology to 
remove heavy grease & burnt on carbon deposits 
which form naturally with constant usage. 

Non caustic, fresh solution used for every clean 
For your local,  professional service  

call  01249 650398 
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Kennet Flowers  
 

Seasonal Flowers at 'low-cost' 
bouquets; wreaths;  table posies 
quote for special occasions 
 
Tel for quote or to order:- 
  07967 157574 or   07807 938381 
Local Deliveries f.o.c. 

Est. 1991 

D. W . Oliver Tree Services Ltd 
B.Sc.A.I.W .Sc. 
TREE PRUNING  
LANDSCAPING 
WOODCHIPPING  
TREE FELLING 
FORESTRY CONTRACTING  
FENCING 

Tel 01672 861310Tel 01672 861310Tel 01672 861310Tel 01672 861310    
Mobile 07976 644706Mobile 07976 644706Mobile 07976 644706Mobile 07976 644706    

FOR A FREE QUOTE 
£5M INSURANCE  

Tree Surgery works carried out by qualified staff  
E-mail: dwoliver@btinternet.com 

Web: www.dwoliver.com 

� ��������������������������������������������������������������������� ���
  THE OLD FORGE  

EAST KENNETT 
Contact Laura Feeley  Tel: 01672 861686 
Mob 07770 871066 

 Email  laura@feeleyfamily.fsnet.co.uk 
 www.theoldforge-avebury.co.uk  

�����
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Patios, Decking, Driveways  

all types of groundwork 
Fully insured.  Phone for a free quote 

Phone: 01672 861392   
Mobile: 07811 142390 

ON CALL DAY & NIGHT 
01672 512444 OR 810727 
WAGON YARD LONDON ROAD 

MARLBOROUGH  WILTSHIRE  
SN8 1LH 

ANTIQUE CLOCKS  
Musical Boxes and Barometers 

REPAIRS AND SALES 
 

       Time Restored Limited 
B.A.D.A. and B.H.I. Qualified  20 High Street 
Established over 30 years  Pewsey SN9 5AQ 

      01672 563 544 

Hypnotherapy/Psychotherapy 
For all 'Mind Matters' 

To help you achieve answers/direction in your life 
 CODE OF ETHICS + CONFIDENTIALITY ASSURED  
Glynis Brown Dip.Hyp.GQHP.DipC.P. Distinctions 
phone or text  0796 7157574 / 0780 7938381 
e mail: glynis.brown@virgin.net 
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Tel: 01672 515415 
Mob: 07917 353314 

GRASS CUTTING 
HEDGE CUTTING 

TREE FELLING 
PLANTING 

Would You Like To Learn To Drive, Call 

Overdrive Driving Tuition 
 
Geoff Emberlin. DSA ADI 
Pass Plus registered instructor 
Tel: 01672 861613 / 07789184744 ��
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NEWS  FROM  LOCKERIDGE, 
 EAST KENNETT, WEST OVERTON & FYFIELD 

�R�R�R�RArt Show at  
Kennet Valley School 

On 10th December  at 3.30pm and then in the evening at 
6.00pm Kennet Valley School in Lockeridge opened its doors 
to an exhibition of the pupil's art work. Parents and children 
gathered in the play ground and then the children rushed in, 
when the doors opened at 3.30, to see all the paintings, and 
how their own work looked framed and hung. 
The pictures were on sale for £3.50 to cover the cost of 

framing and made ideal Christmas presents. Once the money 
had changed hands each picture was adorned with a sold 
sticker, much to the excitement of the artists. 
The art work for the show was carried out at a Joint Day for 

all the pupils at the Upper School in East Kennet. A rural 
scene of Shepherd and his Flock on a cold, bright, snowy 
winter's night was the template for the project. 
This picture was divided into 4 parts and each group 

reproduced their section using a variety of media and 
techniques. The sections were then joined together to make 
two complete pictures. 
Then the younger children from Reception and Year 1 

painted pictures based on just one section of the painting. 
Their pictures looked wonderful hung together, because 
although  each was very different they had used the same 
palette of colours. 
The older children made their own interpretations of the 

entire painting, and the variety of interpertations was indeed 
phenomenal. 
Drinks and nibbles were available after the show, and many 

stayed to chat. 
It was a very successful show, a sell out indeed. We hope to 

do it again next year, and would love to show the work by the 
teenagers and adults in the Kennet Valley Villages. Let us 
know if you would like to take part. 

Families make history again  
the second Kennet Valley Village Heritage Exhibition  

 
The second Kennet Valley Village Heritage exhibition 

on 22 November was again a great social occasion. One 
of the most popular new displays was about local 
families. It traced personalities and events down the 
generations through press cuttings, formal portraits, 
photos from long-forgotten family albums and pictures 
of weddings and gatherings. Children found pictures of 
their great grandparents, while old school friends, some 
of whom had not seen each other for over 50 years, met 
again and caught up on life over tea.  

More stories emerged, and people brought along 
photos and other mementos they had found in their 
attics. The word had got round, and distant branches of 
families came from as far away as Kent. New 
friendships were formed when some visitors were 
invited to look round their old family homes.  

Over 160 new photographs, given by families in the 
area, have been added to the archive. Work is beginning 
on a project to record more reminiscences of life in the 
valley in the past.  

Around 150 people attended the one-day exhibition 
bringing the total of visitors for this and the first 
exhibition to around 400.  

New Hearing Aid  
for the Kennet Valley Hall 

 
Continuing the Hall Management Committee`s efforts to 
improve the facilities and after many requests from 
members of the community, the Hall Committee has now 
installed a Hearing Loop System at the Hall to augment 
the current audio visual equipment. This means that when 
the recently installed Audio System is being used  a larger 
group of the community will benefit via the Loop System. 
Those with hearing aids can simply make the appropriate 
adjustment to their hearing unit to receive the greatly 
enhanced speech clarity. 

Hall Chairman 

FYFIELD & WEST OVERTON 
PARISH COUNCIL 

 RECYCLING SKIPS - 2009/2010 
 
 Skips have been arranged for the next year for the following places, 
dates and times: 

All dates below are for  only Cardboard & plastic only 
 DATE TIME LOCATION 
Fri 22 January  10 - 12.30    Lockeridge 
Fri 19 February 10 - 12.30    Fyfield 
Fri 19 March    10 - 12.30   West Overton 
The village locations are as follows: 
Fyfield - Car park at Priest Acre 
Lockeridge - Car park of the 'Who'da Thought It' 
West Overton - by the grain dryer on the road to Wyman's Hill 
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Last month I mentioned the arrest of 
hare coursers at Winterbourne Bassett.  
At the resultant court case an offender 
was fined hundreds of pounds for 
Trespassing in Pursuit of Game.  If you 
see coursers, let us know.  They do not 
have to have caught any hares to 
commit the offence.  All that is needed 
is for them to be walking across private 
land (trespassing) with long dogs 
(lurchers or similar) on slip collars.  
Usually they are easily spotted, as they 
walk in straight lines about 2 yards 
apart, with one dog each.  They drive 
long distances to indulge in their sport 

in Wiltshire, and the sooner we 
persuade them not to the better. 

 
In a recent Police search of premises 

in Lockeridge, drugs and cash were 
found in such quantities to justify an 
arrest for possession with intent to 
supply.  Remember that drug dealing 
can happen almost anywhere now.  If 
your neighbours suddenly have large 
numbers of visitors, especially late at 
night who only stay a short while, there 
may be drug dealing going on. 

 
 

Other local crimes have included 
criminal damage to a caravan in 
Manton, and a hostel burglary at 
Winterbourne Bassett. 

 
This is my last article, as I am off to 

police Ludgershall.  I have enjoyed my 
3 years with you, and I am sorry to 
leave, you are very lucky to live in such 
a beautiful part of Wiltshire. But you 
will be in Polly’s very capable hands, 
and my successor is PC Sarah Watts, 
joining you from Devizes Police.  

LOCAL POLICING 

Michael Bayliss     Polly Ritchie 
Police Constable 1250    PCSO 6115 
0845 408 7000 Marlborough Rural South and West    
michael.bayliss@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk  pauline.ritchie@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 

0845 408 7000 Ext 739 425 Marlborough Enquiry Office (9.00am to 5.00pm) 

CRIME AND INCIDENT STATISTICS  
November 2009 

 
This list shows crime in the area where you may be able to help catch the offenders. Anyone going away over Christmas is 
advised to ask a neighbour to keep an eye on their premises. 
 
2nd   Manton   Burglary in Hostel  Offender stole cash from stables worker’s room. 
 
2nd   Ogbourne St George  Criminal Damage  Offenders damaged children’s play area.                                                 

       
3rd   Savernake   Theft from motor vehicle Offender smashed van window and stole a tax disc. 
 
4th   Mildenhall   Shed Break   Offender smashed lock and stole ride-on mower, . 
         strimmer etc. 
 
8th Savernake   Theft from motor vehicle Offender jemmied open car boot and stole handbag 
     
9th   Manton   Theft from motor vehicle Offender smashed car window and stole handbag  
 
10th  Ogbourne St George Criminal Damage  The mirror was ripped off parked car in the High St 
 
12th Savernake   Office theft   Offender took purse from hospital office.   
  
14th   West Overton   Offensive texts  Offender sent offensive texts to resident   
 
14th    Ogbourne St George Burglary, empty premises While the occupants were away for a few days, .  
        offenders broke in and stole TV    
 
15th    Winterbourne Monkton Hare Coursing       Offenders were arrested trespassing in formation.  
         across fields with hunting dogs 
 
22nd  Mildenhall   Burglary, occupied house Offender stole handbag from just inside unlocked . 
         kitchen door in broad daylight    
   
23rd  Manton   Criminal Damage  Offenders smashed exterior of locked caravan  
       
 
Please note that the purse thief went into Marlborough immediately and tried to use the victim’s cashpoint machine.  The 
thief was unsuccessful because the offender did not find out the victim’s PIN number. 
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Villa to rent on Costa Blanca, Spain. 
Detached, 3 bedrooms, communal pool, good rates & 
wonderful weather all year. 
�  The Location is within ½ hour from 
Alicante and 
Murcia airports 
�  The Villa is detached with 3 
bedrooms (sleeps 6), 2 bathrooms, 
kitchen, lounge/diner, TV, a roof 
terrace, air-con. Lovely communal 
pool. 
�  Top class Golf is within 10 mins 
drive. 
�  Miles and miles of beautiful white 
sandy beaches within 15 mins drive. 
�  Rates: £300 to £450 per week. Part weeks and 
weekends available. 
We love the villa and have tried very hard to make it a home 
from home. If you are interested please call Caroline  
on 01793 739164 or 07799217995 

Casa Colina 

FYFIELD AND  
WEST OVERTON  
PARISH COUNCIL 

(Clerk, Mrs Sophie Roberts, 861262) 
 

 
At our end-November full Parish Council meeting, all 
sub committees having met during the month, the main 
business was to discuss the draft budget and decide upon 
next year’s Precept (our Parish rate).  
 
Other points of interest: 
 

· PC Bayliss, our neighbourhood policeman, reported 
that he had carried out a survey in our Parish – 
apparently 2/3rds of us had no concerns (sounds a good 
advert for country living!); there were 3 concerns over 
dog fouling, and 12 over traffic speeding.  We have 
asked him to carry out a speed check (not telling you 
where or when!!). 

· Judith Woodget is having the promised site meeting 
with Wiltshire Council (Gareth Rogers) to discuss 
Lockeridge traffic issues, and also to ask advice re a 
possible reinstatement of the footpath between the 
Lower School and the village hall. 

· Judith Woodget has also written to the residents of 
Overton Road, Lockeridge, re the chestnut trees  -  their 
bleeding canker may not be terminal and we are anxious 
to ensure that the well-loved avenue of trees (chestnut 
and lime) should not disappear for want of care and 
attention. Wiltshire Council can offer advice (Simon 
Turner is the “tree” man). 
Two of our three bus shelters need some small roofing 
repairs and quotes have now been received for the work.  
Also the picnic benches on the W Overton “sports field” 
are rotten, and will be replaced next Spring; we agreed 
one of them might be better located on the Knight’s 
Close play area. 
 
The budget discussion passed off quite easily (thanks to 
the hard work of the Clerk and the Finance committee in 
preparation!) and the draft 2010/2011 budget was 
adopted unanimously.  As I explained last month, we 
have been able to agree the Precept for next year at this 
year’s level (£9,000) despite predicting a few rising 
costs, eg play equipment insurance, since we have 
adequate reserves and are not prepared either to attempt 
new capital expenditure or over-estimate our current 
needs. When times improve, we would obviously like to 
tackle some new projects.  
 
Finally, may I ask again that anyone interested in joining 
any future allotment group in West Overton should let 
Judy Brooks know (861737) – a few names are 
beginning to come in – and likewise (for when we have 
some money!) to tell us what children’s play facilities 
you want in West Overton.  Both these projects will 
need support to get underway and attract possible grant 
money. 
   Mary Spender 
   mary@spender.org or tel 861668 

������������	�
��

��
��������
�������������������������  

Term 3 Fri, 5th Feb 
2010 

Quiz Nite, Lower School (provisional date 
only) 

Term 4 tba Sponsored Event 

Term 5 tba Teas for Tourists, Avebury 

Term 6 Fri, 2nd July 
2010 

Summer BBQ, Upper School 
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We have not had an article in the 
magazine for some time but we are still 
in existence.  We hope to bring out a 
publication next year. It will include 
some of the material from previous 
magazines that can now be found on 
www upperkennetnews.co.uk 
To whet your appetite in the meantime 
here is a history of one of the marvels of 
English Agriculture. Water meadows 
made use of the special characteristics 
of chalk streams. There were none on 
continental Europe. They were a 
uniquely English invention. 
                       

THE WATER MEADOWS 
The river has been managed as a 
resource since at least the 10th century 
when there is a reference in the East 
Overton charter to a series of offtakes at 
Uferan Tun. These could have been for 
drainage but may have been an early 
form of irrigation. 
The most intensive management of the 
river came with the construction of the 
water meadows, a feature of chalk 
streams all over Wiltshire. West 
Overton is one of the few places where 
they have not been destroyed and 
although fallen into decay they still bear 
witness to an agricultural innovation 
that enriched the county for several 
centuries. Before the advent of artificial 
fertilizers sheep were folded over the 
arable to dung the soil. The sheep 
carrying capacity of the land dictated 
the extent of arable. The number of 
sheep carried was limited in turn by the 
“hungry gap” at the end of winter when 
the hay was used up and the spring 
growth had not yet begun. Water 
meadows were devised to bring on 
“early bite” and close the gap. The 
springs that feed chalk streams maintain 
a consistent temperature of about 10 
degrees C so meadows could be kept 
frost free by allowing water to flow over 
them. River water also carries nutrients 
which enrich the soil. Deposits of gravel 
below assist drainage. 
There were water meadows along the 
whole length of the river through our 
parish and downstream beyond it. 
B r i c kwo r k  f r o m t he  va r i o us 
constructions can still be seen in many 
places but the ridge and furrow 
formation typical of bedwork meadows 
has largely disappeared except at West 
Overton and, in slanting light, at 
Fyfield. 

The flow of the river had first to be 
dammed by the construction of weirs 
and hatches so the water level could be 
built up.  From the resulting ponds a 
water carrier took water along the upper 
level of the meadow. The ridge and 
furrow beds ran parallel to each other 
and at right angles to the contour of the 
land and therefore to the water carrier. 
Water was released by way of sluices 
from the carrier to run along smaller 
channels cut into the crown of each bed. 
From here it overflowed down the sides, 
or panes, into the furrow and thence into 
a tail drain which returned it to the river. 
Diagram much simplified. 
A single meadow system often 
continued beyond a single manor. It 
crossed tenurial boundaries. A drowner, 
or manager, could be responsible to 
several landowners. A mill could also 
be involved as at West Overton where 
the mill leat fed the main water carrier. 
Precise demarcation of rights and 
responsibilities was needed. 
The flow to the meadows was kept up 
throughout the winter months when 
there were most nutrients in the water. 
Short drying out periods allowed the 
grass to “air”. The meadows were ready 
for grazing by mid March when the 
sheep were folded over them by day and 
returned to the fields by night. As many 
as 500 sheep would be crowded for one 
day onto an acre of meadow and would 
then fertilize an acre of arable 
overnight. The flocks were moved over 
the meadows in sequence. At the end of 
April the sheep would be taken off and 
the meadow drowned again for the hay 
crop to be started. The hay would be cut 
in June producing four times the yield 
of an ordinary field, regardless of 

rainfall. After the hay crop the meadow 
could be drowned once more before 
summer grazing by cattle, though 
sometimes a second hay crop was taken 
off. Heavy grazing continued until 
October when the now trampled 
meadows were repaired before the 
winter rains. 
Between the 17th Century and the 19th 
Century the sheep kept were Wiltshire 
horn, now a rare breed. Neither fleece 
nor  carcass was the  pr imary 
consideration. These sheep were bred 
for walking. They also thrived on the 
rough grazing of the downs when not on 
the meadow. 
Primitive systems of flooding and 
draining for increasing the fertility of 
the land were practiced from the late 
16th Century. Surveys of the Earl of 
Pembroke’s manors show many 
references to water mead, wette mead, 
and wett ground in the early 17th 
Century and water meadows were well 
documented at his Ramsbury estate. It is 
likely that some form of “floating” (i.e. 
initial construction) took place on his 
estate at Overton. The meadows we see 
now are of a much later date but they 
appear to be laid out over an earlier 
system. Floating required a huge capital 
outlay but the improved value was also 
immense. 
There were many reasons for the decline 
of water meadows: the planting of root 
crops for winter fodder, the introduction 
of improved winter grass, the repeal of 
the corn laws, the drift to the cities of 
rural labour, but for over two centuries 
these systems, were one of the glories of 
our agriculture. 

FYFIELD AND WEST OVERTON LANDSCAPE GROUP 
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All your commercial/domestic needs 
Free quotations. Full insured. 

Lionel Gale 
Tel: 01672 861034      Mob: 07787 373602 

Parking Problems in the 
Middle of Lockeridge 

Parking in the main road through Lockeridge is an 
issue for residents. In particular problems occur from 
the pub up to the junction with West Overton Road. 
Villagers have found themselves hemmed in by cars 
parked partially across their driveway or directly 
opposite them. The road is narrow  though the village 
and most of the driveways are very narrow too, 
especially those where the pollarded limes restrict 
space and views. One option to control traffic would 
be yellow lines etc, but no one really wants to stop all 
parking and have lots of unattractive road signs in this 
pretty village. 

So please be considerate if you are parking in 
Lockeridge whether it is visiting friends, going for a 
hike in the West Woods, dropping off the children at 
school/Nursery or anything else. 

There are other places to park. Out of opening 
hours the Who'd A is happy for people to park for a 
short while (especially if they pop in for a drink 
sometime as a thank you). You can also park further 
out towards the Dene, where the road widens and 
there are less driveways or further down the West 
Overton Road. 

So please be considerate of other people. It is so 
easy if you are in a rush, to forget your impact on 
other people. Recently a villager had an important 
hospital appointment and because she couldn't get out 
of her drive she missed it. That just isn't fair. Another 
time it could be a life or death situation.  A local 
business has complained that the junction of West 
Overton Road and Lockeridge often has cars parked 
on the white lines. Buses have difficulty getting 
around the corner. In the worst case, an ambulance or 
fire engine might be prevented from getting to an 
emergency. 

So when you park your car in Lockeridge please 
think about what the impact might be on other people. 

Marlborough  
Embroiderers Guild  

Christmas Meeting  2009 
The December meeting of the Marlborough and District branch of 
the Embroiderers Guild on December 7th took the form of a 
Christmas lunch. This was a great success, attended by 56 
members and guests, who enjoyed a delicious buffet lunch in 
festive surroundings at the Kennet Valley Hall in Lockeridge, 
despite the unpromising weather. Each member received a kit of 
embroidery materials to be turned into a small work of art by next 
summer. All these embroideries will be exhibited together in the 
Members Competition section at the Marlborough branch Textile 
Exhibition next July. Judging by the enthusiastic reception of the 
project, this will be an exhibit well worth seeing! 
After lunch we were entertained by Cilla Labouchere who gave an 
illustrated talk describing the challenges she faced as “The Old 
Dear with no Fear” on BBC Wiltshire Radio. Cilla tackled such 
tasks as a session on the skid pan at Castle Combe, a 19 ft 
climbing wall, flying birds of prey, driving a team of Huskies, and 
wing-walking on a bi-plane, retaining her lively sense of humour 
throughout. As a follow-up she decided to ride her horse, Gypsy, 
around the boundary of Wiltshire, a journey of over 200 miles. 
This took 10 days and raised £2500 in sponsorship for charity. 
Cilla certainly lives up to the title given her by Wiltshire Radio! 
The next meeting of the Marlborough and District Embroiderers 
Guild will be on Monday January 4th at 2pm at the Kennet Valley 
Hall in Lockeridge. Maggie Harris will give a talk entitled “Stitch 
and Distort-Progressing the Traditional”. 

Kennet Valley 60+ 
The Crown at Broad Hinton put on a marvellous 

Christmas dinner for us all, turkey all the trimmings 
and a choice of several scrummy puddings.  Peter and 
John expedited the raffle with great efficiency and 
everyone received a prize, so there were no 
disappointments.  The staff gave us their undivided 
attention which was excellent and judging by the 
amount of chatter going on everyone had a good time 
despite the damp conditions outside. 

This is the third time we have had our Christmas 
dinner in Broad Hinton so I guess that means we must 
be twinned with them now!  Hope you had a good 
Christmas and look forward to seeing you all at our 
January meeting. 
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Extensions, Conversions, Carpentry 
Painting and Decorating 

 
Telephone 01672 810010 :Mobile 07866433397 
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OUR ‘TODDLER’ SESSION IS 
HELD ON A FRIDAY MORNING 9-30 
to 11-30am AT THE KENNET VALLEY 
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R.F.J. HARRIS & SONS
A family run business you can rely on

Established since 1975

WINDOWS - DOORS - PATIO DOORS
PORCHES - CONSERVATORIES

All purpose built to your requirements
Also PVCU Fascia & Soffit Boards, Guttering

FREE QUOTATIONS

RING 01672 513438ROSS EDWARDS 
Building Contractor 

 
 New Buildings, Extensions, Maintenance and 

Alterations 
 12 Thomson Way, Marlborough 

Telephone 01672 514020 
email: redwards03@tiscali.co.uk 

 Why go out to the shop to get your daily paper or 
magazine? 
Let S&R news deliver it to you in the early morning 
Any paper and magazine delivering already in your area 
7 days a week 360 days a year 
Any weather we will be there! 
Call now for more information  (01793) 320542 
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14 

 

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk 

K. A. Callaway. 
Great Bedwyn 

WOODSTOVES &  
CHIMNEY LININGS 

Woodstoves: many makes, new and 
second hand discounted. 

Flue lining: Stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed 
TV flue camera for internal chimney inspection.  
Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection. 
FREE site visit and advice recommended 

Tel: 01672 870619 Mobile: 0860 722646 
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www.upperkennetnews.co.uk 

WHO'S WHO in the Upper Kennet Churches 
 
CLERGY: Revd Canon Keith Lamdin, Revd Paul Bradish 
  Revd Gill Mackichan 
Please make your first contact with the clergy at the Rectory Office on 01672 539643 
Paul’s e-mail is revpaulbradish@googlemail.com   
Please note that Friday is Paul’s day off. 
In emergencies Keith can be contacted in the evening and at weekends on  
         01672 861550 
CHURCHWARDENS   
AVEBURY     Mr David Davidge   01672 513819 
     Mrs Maureen Dixon  01672 539690 
EAST KENNETT      Mr Graham Kitchen   01672 861349 
     Mr John Evans   01672 861635 
WEST OVERTON &   Mr Lewes Addison   01672 861606 
FYFIELD       Mr Ray Manley   01672 861626 
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Ms Penny Gold   01672 539158 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Mr Martin Knight  01793731764 
     Mrs Claire Stiles   01793 731620 
BROAD HINTON      Mrs Jennifer Taylor   01793 731333 
     Mrs Jenni Moseling   01793 731629 
Benefice Council Lay Chairman   Mr Mark Wightman  01793 731452 
 
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL SECRETARIES 
AVEBURY       Mr David Davidge   01672 513819 
EAST KENNETT, FYFIELD 
& WEST OVERTON      Mrs Anne Robinson   01672 861169 
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Mr Bill Buxton   01672 539199 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Mrs Sarah Harvey  01793 739197 
BROAD HINTON     Mr Adrian Overson  01793 731064 
 
MAGAZINES 
Final copy date 3rd Friday each month unless otherwise notified. 
 
UPPER KENNET NEWS in Fyfield, West Overton, East & West Kennett, 
Beckhampton, Avebury Trusloe, Avebury, Winterbourne Monkton & Berwick Bassett: 
Avebury copy  The Rectory, 27 High Street, Avebury SN8 1RF  01672 539643 
All other copy including advertising and payment  
David Throup, Longmynd, Lockeridge SN8 4ED    01672 861279  
       e-mail davidthroup@aol.com 
 
LOCAL NEWS in Uffcott, Broad Hinton & Winterbourne Bassett 
Editor        Mrs Jenny Clarke  01793 731606    
       e-mail DJC@26ff.fsnet.co.uk 
Advertising      Mr Mark Wightman  01793 731452 
     e-mail mwightman@dreweatt-neate.co.uk  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

We provide a flexible, quality 
service to homeowners with busy 
lifestyles,  
which includes:- 
 
*  Regular/Spring Cleaning  
* Garden  Maintenance 
*  Household laundering  
* Property checks 
For more information please contact:   
Nicki Evans 01672 513313. 

MARLBOROUGH 
COUNTRY SERVICES 

CLOSED NEW YEARS DAY 
Saturday 16th January 
Live music with BLUESTREAK 
Brilliant Blues Night .. 8pm onwards 
Saturday 23rd January 
Darts - Truman Trophy 
Members only, £2 pp 
Bingo every Sunday - Eyes down at 8.15pm 
*************************************************** ******** 
Memberships due as of 1st January 
£5 Adults - £4 Juniors 
*************************************************** ******** 
Hoping everyone had a Happy Christmas and looking forward to a prosperous 
New Year. 
*************************************************** ******** 
Contact Karyn - Daytime 01672 539483 
                        Evening 01672 539258 
To arrange private parties, christenings, birthdays, or to enquire on future events. 

Avebury & District Working Mens Club 
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What’s Happening in the Upper Kennet Valley 

Kennet Valley Community Cinema 
January 17th Julie and Julia 
Julia Childs is a culinary legend, and the author of Mastering the Art of French Cooking.  Julie Powell is an aspiring writer 
but works in a dreary office job. She decides to cook all 524 recipes in the Childs book in 365 days having only a basic 
culinary knowledge and very little experience, and documents her success and failures in a blog which rapidly gets a larger 
following. The film is a wonderful story of two people that never meet, but one of them has their life changed by the other. 
Meryl Streep is excellent as Julia Childs, this is a very enjoyable film, and based on a true story 
February 21st Glorious 39 
An all star cast featuring Bill Nighy, Julie Walters, David Tennant and Jenny Agutter. On the eve of World War II, the upper 
class Keyes family are very keen to preserve their normal way of life, until their eldest daughter discovers secret recordings 
of the pro-appeasement movement. Dark secrets begin to unfurl, ending in betrayal and death. Great performances by the 

Advertisers Index  
Company ........................................... ...... Telephone  

A4 Aerials 01672 515202 

Bluebell Nursary 01672 861276  
BRIDGE to FITNESS 01672 861522 
Carpet Clean 01672 871414 

D. W. Oliver Tree Services Ltd 01672 861310 
Dianne Mackinder Funeral Service 01672 512444 
Earthwise Garden Design 01672 861462 
Electrical - W S Swift Services Ltd 01380 726284 
Garden Maintenance 01672 515415 
GETT Landscaping 01672 861392 
Isla Baliszewska - Life and Career Coach 01672 861565 
July Walsh - Calculations 07722 514372 
K A Callaway - Chimney maintainence 01672 870619 
Kennet Carers 01672 564265 
Kennet Flowers 07967 157574  
M J Sly - Monumental Mason 01672 516797 
M. R. H. Builders 01672 810010 
Marlborough Country Services 01672 513313 
Marlborough Flowers 01672 516915 
OTN Plumbing 01672 861665 
Ovenclean 01249 650398 
Overdrive driving tuition 01672 861613 

Property letting 01793 739164 
Reflexology - Jill Sudbury 01672 861412 

S & R News 01793 320542 

The Old Forge B&B 01672 861686 

Time Restored 01672 563544 
Yoga - Jeannine Williams 01672 861497 

Chalkeys Workshop 01672 861123 

Awdry Bailey & Douglas—Solicitors 01672 518620 

R F J Harris.  01672 513438 

Ross Edwards Builder 01672 514020 
Richard Hartshorn Builder 01672 861113 

Painters and Decorators 01672 861034 


