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Now that Christmas is over I suppose many people will 

turn their attention to that well known once a year 

phenomenon – the January sales.  Not of course that we 

don’t have sales at any other time of the year!  There are 

pre-Christmas sales, 48 hour shopping ‘events’, Black 

Friday, Cyber Monday, 30%, 40% and 50% off 

‘spectaculars - so many I wonder they bother any more with 

the January sales.  What is it about the thought of bagging a 

bargain that brings out the absolute worst in people?  

I had supper with some friends recently, one of whom 

works in the retail industry for a High Street emporium that 

shall remain nameless.  While some customers are lovely, 

others resemble a cross between Attila the Hun and Mrs 

Forbes - Hamilton from To the Manor Born.  Can you 

imagine someone waltzing into your place of work, partner 

in tow, and pushing past you as you stand with the key in 

the lock at just gone closing time?  Can you imagine this 

person, not in a tizz because of an emergency, but needing 

to kill time between end of work and the drinks party at the 

local hostelry?  Now, further stretch your imagination and 

see this same person try on item after item, (which will all 

need to be refolded and restacked), ignoring the occasional 

plea from the staff member that the shop has actually 

closed, and finally saying in a patronising manner ‘you 

really don’t have anything worth spending money on’.  

Smoke coming out of your ears yet??  Thought so.  

Retail staff cope with rudeness, aggression, and 

downright bad manners every day of the week, but during 

sales and at busy times of the year it is even worse. Many of 

our retail assistants are conscientious, hardworking and 

diligent and are often ignored, dismissed, patronised or 

treated like skivvies.  They put in 12-14 hour days, on their 

feet for most of it with little time off for breaks.  Some of 

them are expected to adopt hard-sell techniques and to meet 

quotas imposed by companies who care more about profits 

than the well-being of their staff.  There are duties to 

complete before they go home, and every customer that 

overstays adds to that work load and impacts on their time 

with families and commutes home.  Then there are 6 day 

and 10 day working weeks, split shifts and managers who 

are demanding and demeaning. 

I wonder if one of our New Year’s resolutions might be 

to actually look at, and speak kindly to the person serving 

us when we are engaged in a bit of retail therapy – whether 

it is buying a pint of milk or an outfit for a wedding.  Have 

a little listen the next time you go shopping - it might well 

be a real eye-opener.  A simple ‘thank you’ sincerely meant 

could be the best New Year’s gift to a sales assistant.  Few 

are the stereotypical behind the counter gossipers of Sit-

Com Land; all are human beings.  What if one of them was 

your daughter or son?  

 

Elbows sharpened, hit the sales if you must, but NOT the 

sales assistant! 

View from the Rectory January 2016 

Upper Kennet Churches Notice Board  
Funerals 

2 December  Shirley Randall   Winterbourne  

      Monkton 

7 December  Anne de Mariassy  Winterbourne  

      Monkton 

8 December    Jean Mundy         West Overton 

 

16 December   June Bigham  Broad Hinton  

West Overton, Fyfield & East Kennet 

Churches 

Huge success at Christmas 

Bazaar 
Our Church Bazaar was a huge success, making a profit 

of over £1,500 and with an incredible number of people 

attending.  

Thank you to everyone who contributed items for sale, 

to the musicians and the school choir who entertained us, 

and to the many volunteers who helped serve teas and 

cakes, and those who looked after the various stands in 

such a friendly and efficient way. It was a most enjoyable 

day and a great community event. 

In addition, our first Christmas Tree venture was also 

hugely successful. The amount of work involved was 

colossal but the end result was very encouraging and we 

will certainly be selling trees again next year for 

December delivery. A very big thank  you to the many 

volunteers who helped unload lorries, assisted on the day, 

and who then undertook all the local deliveries; and of 

course our grateful thanks to all those who purchased one 

of our excellent trees.  
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UPPER KENNET CHURCHES SERVICES  

Kennet Valley Lottery Club 

December draw winners 
 (Some winners prefer that their names were not 

published, in which case we just state the winning number).     

                  £100 Number   55  M & P Smith  

                    £75 Number    35  Elizabeth Musgrove 

                    £50 Number    29  Enid Burnett 

                    £50 Number    43  Phyllida Joel      

   If you would like to join the lottery, please pick 

up an application form from any church, or ring David 

Snape on 01672 861267 or email davidwsnape@aol.com 

Another way to support our churches at West 

Overton, Fyfield and East Kennett 

Corrections and clarifications 

December UKN 
To Ruthie Marsh and the White Horse public house when 

for some totally unexplained reason two old emails 

reappeared in my inbox with what is now very out of date 

information. Very strange. 

Your editor apologises for any embarrassment caused. 

Sunday 3 Jan –– Gold or White 

Epiphany 

Isaiah 60. 1 – 6 

Psalm 72. [1 – 9] 10 – 15 

Ephesians 3. 1 – 12 

Matthew 2. 1 – 12 

 

Sunday 10 Jan– Gold or White 

Baptism of Christ 

Isaiah 43. 1 – 7 

Psalm 29 

Acts 8. 14 – 17 

Luke 3. 15 – 17, 21 – 22 

 

Sunday 17 January – White 

Epiphany 2 

Isaiah 62. 1 – 5 

Psalm 36. 5 – 10 

1 Corinthians 12. 1 – 11 

John 2. 1 – 11 

Sunday 24 January – White 

Epiphany 3 

Nehemiah 8. 1 – 3, 5 – 6, 8 – 10 

Psalm 19 [or 19. 1 – 6] 

1 Corinthians 12. 12 – 31a 

Luke 4. 14 – 21 

Sunday 31 Jan– Gold or White 

Candlemas 

Malachi 3. 1 – 5 

Psalm 24. [1 – 6] 7 – end 

Hebrews 2. 14 - end 

Luke 2. 22 – 40 

 

Sunday 7 February – Green 

Sunday before Lent 

Exodus 34. 29 – end 

Psalm 99 

2 Corinthians 3. 12 – 4. 2 

Luke 9. 28 – 36 [37 – 43a] 

Readings for month 

  

 

 

 

St Nicholas 

FYFIELD 

St Michael & 

All Angels 

WEST 

OVERTON 

Christ 

Church 

EAST  

KENNETT 

St James 

AVEBURY 

St Mary 

Magdalene 

WINTERBOUR

NE MONKTON 

St Katherine & St 

Peter 

WINTERBOURNE 

BASSETT 

St Peter ad 

Vincula 

BROAD 

HINTON 

3 January 

Epiphany 

Env week 1 

10 January 

Baptism 

Of Christ 

Env week 2 

  8.00 am 

Prayer 

Book 

Communion 

10.00am 

PLOUGH 

SUNDAY 

Holy 

Communion 

 

10.30am 

 

Holy 

Communion 

 9.45am 

Prayer 

Book 

Matins 

 

17  anuary 

Epiphany 2 

Env week 3 

 

10.30  AM — BENEFICE SERVICE — COMMUNION  -  WEST OVERTON 

24 January 

Epiphany 3 

Env week 4 

 

 

10.00am 

 

Holy 

Communion 

6.00 pm 

 

Evening 

Prayer 

4.00 pm 

 

Evensong 

10.30am 

 

Holy 

Communion 

11.15 am 

 

Morning Prayer 

 

31 January 

Candlmas 

Env week 5 

 

 

 

 

10.30  AM — BENEFICE SERVICE — COMMUNION  -  WINTERBOURNE BASSETT 

10.00 am 

Café Church 

K. V. Hall 

 10.30 am 

 

Benefice  

Communion 

  4.00 pm 

Christingle 

Children’s 

Service 

Cancer Research UK 
 

Volunteers are urgently needed at our Marlborough 

shop - could you help for a few hours?  

If you are able to offer any help please phone 01672 

511592 or pop into the shop – 

Cancer Research UK 

108a High Street 

Marlborough. 
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CHRISTINGLE SERVICE  
St Peters Church Broad Hinton  

 

Sunday January 31st  at 4pm  

 

• Make a Christingle 

• Sing the Christingle Songs 

•  Hear the story of the children we help  

• Enjoy Afternoon Tea together  

 

COLLECTION IN AID OF THE  

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 

 

ALL WELCOME  

Please NOTE: 
From January 2016 the closing date for 
copy to the Upper Kennet News will be 
changed to the 20th of each month.  

NO MORE 3rd FRIDAYS 
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Lost Keys 
Keys found in West Woods in October  

If you think they are yours, please phone  

Ruth Scriven. tel. no. 01672 861660 

Casual Vacancy in the  

Parish of Avebury 
 

Dear residents, 

Avebury Parish Council would like to co-opt a new councillor to the 

Parish Council. If you are interested in acting on behalf of your 

local community then please email Liz (Parish Clerk) with your 

details: clerk@aveburyparishcouncil.org. 

For further information please contact the Clerk on T. 01672 

861424 or speak to one of your councillors. 

 

'The job of your council is to represent the interests of the whole 

community'. 

 

Your local councillors are: 

Andrew Williamson (Chairman) T. 539284 

Dr Mike Bedford (Vice-Chairman) T. 539192 

Mrs Maggie Lewis (Vice-Chairman) T. 539607 

Mr David Brotheridge T. 539547 

Mr Mike Daniel T. 539098 

Mrs Antoinette Kremer T. 539644 

Mrs Lynzey Paradise T. 539174 

Ms Zandria Service T. 539312 

Warming up Wiltshire! 
Living in a cold home can be bad for your health.  

Consistently low temperatures in your home may exacerbate 

existing health issues (particularly respiratory and 

cardiovascular conditions) and make it harder for you to 

recover from illnesses.  It can cause you and your family to 

feel miserable at home, effecting concentration, dexterity and 

mental health. 

Residents can now contact Warm & Safe Wiltshire - the 

commitment from Wiltshire Council and Wiltshire Fire & 

Rescue Service and their partners to help residents live in 

safer and healthier homes - and a one stop shop for all cold 

home and energy queries.  The service provides free, 

impartial advice about keeping your home warm, 

understanding your heating system and energy bills, 

switching energy supplier, making energy saving 

improvements and a comprehensive home fire safety check 

where eligible.  Energy advice can be given through home 

visits as well as over the phone. 

Warm & Safe Wiltshire can help to improve energy 

efficiency in the home which can reduce fuel bills.  The 

service can also advise on possible benefit entitlement and 

available grants such as the Warm Home Discount. 

Insulation is one of the best ways of lowering your energy 

bills and a new grant offer means that if you are a 

homeowner or privately-renting tenant in Wiltshire with a 

suitable property you can have cavity wall insulation 

installed in your home, free of charge – helping to make your 

home warmer and cheaper to heat. In some circumstances 

you may also be able to access grant funding to help with the 

cost of insulating your loft.  All offers are subject to survey, 

funding availability and property suitability. 

Please contact the team if you would like any advice or 

you know anyone who would benefit from a referral. 

 

Call 0300 003 475| email warmandsafe@wiltshire.gov.uk 

A Convivial Christmas Lunch 

Twenty-five ladies streamed into the ‘Hourglass’ pub at Devizes 

Wharf to enjoy the annual Avebury & District W.I. lunch on 

Thursday the 10th of December. Gone are the days of the Committee 

preparing a meal for the members in the Social Centre! The L-

shaped table enabled everyone to chat so the noise level became 

very high. The President had great difficulty in bringing members to 

order for the announcement of competition winners and other 

business. The winners were Margaret Gutherson and Sandra Hues. 

This excellent lunch rounded off a highly successful year. 

The January meeting for 2016 is on the 14th of January at 2pm 

(our winter timing for January and February). It should be great fun 

with members modelling the hats of Joan Pressley. The competition 

is a favourite hat and/or an evergreen corsage. 

Subscriptions will be due. Please put your cheque made out to 

Avebury & District W.I. for £37.50 into a self-addressed envelope 

Happy New Year 

 Mary Beale 

Marlborough & District 

Embroiderers’ Guild 
On Monday we enjoyed our Christmas bring and share 

lunch.  So many turned up we had to rush around and lay 

places for an extra six people.  

 After the meal storyteller Elinor Kapp,  entertained us.  

She has written a book, Rigmaroles and Ragamuffins – 

unpicking words we derive from textiles.   

The next meeting of the Marlborough & District 

Embroiderers’ Guild will be held at the Kennet Valley Hall 

in Lockeridge on Monday 4 January 2016. The speaker 

will be Emily Jo Gibbs and her talk will be entitled 

“Stitching – a love story – my creative journey”.  Doors 

open at 13.30 and the meeting will start at 14.00.   All are 

welcome and if you require more information please 

contact 01672 861658 or you can visit our website: http://

www.marlboroughembroiderers.org. 
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Avebury & District W.I. Craft Group 
The Craft Group holds a meeting on the afternoon of the first 
Wednesday  of every month at the Social Centre, Avebury  from 
2 - 4pm. 
All are welcome. You do not need to be a W.I. member to attend. 
The cost is £3 per session. There are quilting courses and a 
variety of other crafts. 
For further details call Margaret on 539184 

Kennet Valley 60+ Club 
Our Christmas lunch at Marlborough Golf Club was held 

on the 10th December, we were very well looked after and 

despite the inclement weather the view over the common was 

still lovely, a chance for some to relive their childhood 

memories of playing there before the golf club existed. 

Very few notices to worry about on this occasion, 

programmes for next year's speakers were given out, there may 

be an amendment for one of the dates due to a clash of 

bookings at the hall but we can discuss that at the January 

meeting which is on January 21st when it will be skittles. 

In the meantime Happy New Year to everyone. 

Marlborough Medical 

Practice Patient 

Participation Group (PPG) 

Update 
 

Did you know... 

 

Over the last 12 months, from November 2014, over 428 hours 

of clinical time was lost due to patients failing to attend their 

booked appointments.   

 

With this time we could have offered up to 2499 appointments to 

other patients. That is the equivalent of 73 days of GP 

appointments; an average of nearly a day and a half of GP 

appointments every week.  

 

If all our patients cancel appointments they do not need or cannot 

make, then time to get appointments with our clinical staff can be 

reduced.  

 

To make it easier for our patients to let us know when they 

cannot attend a booked appointment, we now offer the following 

ways to cancel your appointments:  

 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week:  

• Online through our website, more than 24 hours before 

the appointment –  

• http://www.marlboroughdoctors.org.uk/making-

appointments  

• Through your online access account, using your unique 

username and password –  

https://systmonline.tpp-uk.com/Login?

PracticeId=j83037&Date=20151116144423  

 

When the practice is open:  

• Drop in and cancel in person 

• Call the Practice on 01672 512187 

 

We understand that things crop up and it is not always possible 

to attend an appointment, and so we are always happy to 

rearrange. If you cancel then these appointments are available for 

other patients.  

A PANTOMIME BY JOHN BARTLE 

AT THE KENNET VALLEY HALL LOCKERIDGE 

With Bar and Refreshments 

Friday 29th January 2016 at 7:30pm 

Saturday 30th January 2016 at 2:30pm                

Saturday 30th January 2016 at 7:30pm             

Box Office:      
 Tickets: 
  Adults   £6.50                                              
  Under 16yrs £4:50 

Lyn Seymour 01672 861673  
Jean Clements  01672 861423    
  
Tickets on sale from 14th December 2015  

Please NOTE: 
From January 2016 the closing date for 
copy to the Upper Kennet News will be 
changed to the 20th of each month.  

NO MORE 3rd FRIDAYS 
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WELDING     BREAKDOWN 

M.O.T.S.  SERVICING  

CHALKY'S 

WORKSHOP 
Hillside Farm, Rhyles Lane, 

Lockeridge, 

TEL:  01672 861123 

ANTIQUE CLOCKS 
Musical Boxes and Barometers 

REPAIRS AND SALES 
 

      Time RestoredLimited 

B.A.D.A. and B.H.I. Qualified  20 High Street 

Established over 30 years  Pewsey SN9 5AQ 

      01672 563 544 

MOONS 

OVENCLEANING 
  Local – Professional - Affordable 

 

Let us do the dirty work with tender loving care of your oven, 

hob, range, Aga, microwave, extractor, or BBQ, 

using our eco-friendly and non-caustic system 

Call now on 01672 556404  

or 07723 048436 

www.moonsovencleaning.co.uk 
The same Father/Son run business established 

 in 2003 but with a new name 

F. DEWEY 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS PEWSEY 

PORTMAN HOUSE �3 MARKET PLACE�PEWSEY�WILTS�SN9 5AA 

Telephone: Marlborough (01672) 563440 

• Independent Family Funeral Directors 
• 24 Hour Caring & Professional Service 
• Private Chapel of Rest 

• Providing a Complete & Dignified Funeral Service 

 Brickwork, Ceramic Tiling, Painting 

and Decorating, Garden Fencing and 

General Maintenance. 
 

With 30+ years of experience, there isn't much I haven't 

come across, so for a free quotation or simply to 'Pick 

my brain!'     Contact me:- 

5 Southfield,  

West Overton,  

Wilts, SN8 4HE 

Phone: 01672 861438 

Mobile: 07732989650 

E-mail: brianwattsbuilds@gmail.com 

Brian Watts 

K. A. Callaway. 

Great Bedwyn 
WOODSTOVES &  

CHIMNEY LININGS 
Woodstoves: many makes, new and second 

hand discounted. 

Flue lining: Stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed TV flue 

camera for internal chimney inspection.  

Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection. 

FREE site visit and advice recommended 

Tel: 01672 870619 Mobile: 0860 722646 

JILL SUDBURY 
 

REFLEXOLOGY, 

REIKI  COUNSELLING,  

CAMBRIDGE WEIGHT PLAN 

CONSULTANT 
The Wellbeing Clinic 

6 London Road. Marlborough 

07973 951286 or 01672 513583 

W    S        

H E A T I N G  E N G I N E E R S 
SERVICING  �  INSTALLATION  � MAINTAINANCE 

1 Glenmore Business Centre. 
Hopton Park 
London Rd. Devizes 
SN10 2EQ 

Tel:  01380 726284 
Fax: 01380 726297 

SWIFT Services Ltd 

RIDGE HOUSE 

BED & BREAKFAST 
FYFIELD 

 
Contact: Virginia Hemery 

Tel: +44 (0) 1672 861527 
Email: bookings@ridgehouse.info 
Website: www.ridgehouse.info 

Woods for the Trees 
House & Family Histories Research 

by Stephanie Woods  

(based in Royal Wootton Bassett) 

Tel: 01793 633725 

E-Mail: stephwoods@ntlworld.com 

Web: www.woods4thetrees.co.uk 
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 NEWS FROM THE TOWER 

Ringing Times:  

 10th January    9.30 am to 10 am 

 24th January    3.30 pm to 4 pm 

 31st January  10 am to 10.30 am  

Practice Nights:         

 Tuesdays   7.30 pm - 9.00 pm 

 

 The final Calne Branch activity for 2015 took place on 

Saturday, 12th December, when we joined the Devizes Branch for 

the annual Carol Service. It was held in the, now, cold and bare 

unused church of St. Mary’s, Devizes. It is sad that this building, 

with its beautiful 12th century chancel, no longer has a 

congregation, but it came alive again with the, rarely used, bells 

ringing out over the town in the afternoon and later by the rousing 

singing,  by about 50 ringers. The service was led by the Revd. 

Canon Paul Richardson. A huge tea was enjoyed in the St. John’s 

Church Hall and the evening ringing was on the 8 lovely bells at 

St. John’s church. 

  Since 1981, Heather Peak-Garland has been a loyal and 

faithful ringer at 

Avebury, always there 

for service ringing and 

weddings; on national 

and royal occasions, she 

would dress in red, 

white and blue and carry 

a Union Jack flag. At 

Christmas time she, and 

her late sister Jane, 

dressed in Father 

Christmas hats, tinsel 

scarves and flashing 

earrings. Robert Cooper 

once remarked that 

Christmas didn’t start 

until he saw Heather and 

Jane in their Christmas 

o u t f i t s .  Rece n t l y , 

Heather has found the 

39 steps, to the ringing 

chamber, too difficult to 

climb and has therefore been elected  an Associate Life Member of 

the Salisbury Diocesan Guild of ringers. At the end of the Avebury 

Carol Service on Sunday, 13th December, 2015, Rev. Maria 

surprised Heather by presenting her with an ALM Certificate of 

Membership, in honour of her service to ringing; this was followed 

by three very well deserved cheers.     

 Mary  Davidge  Tel: 01672 513819 

Belfry Correspondent 

Gardener available  
Hedge & grass cutting, putting your garden 

to bed for the winter, patios, paths, fencing, 

walls, turfing etc.  

All undertaken by NJC certificated qualified 

gardener. 

Tom 01672 539190 

Mob 07540 071337 

Avebury Shop 
Shop Phone Number:  01672 539200 

 
Winter Shop Opening Hours:   

Monday- Friday 9am - 5pm 
Saturdays, Sundays & Bank Holidays 10.00 – 4:00 

Happy New Year 

We hope that all our customers had a lovely Christmas, and 

wish everyone a Happy New Year. 

As the weather gets colder… 

Why not save yourself a trip into town and buy all your 

basics (and little luxuries) in the shop.   

Don’t forget that the shop also stocks coal, firelighters and 

logs. 

Volunteer Social 

The next volunteer social is a New Year Party on Thursday 

7th January at 7.30pm at the Avebury Social Centre; all 

volunteers are invited along with their partners. 

Meet The Team 

Friday mornings in the shop are a family affair with 

husband and wife team Jill and Simon Petchey holding the 

fort.  While Jill mans the till, Simon gets busy upstairs 

baking the bread and pastries for the 

day.  They have been volunteering 

for 2 years and have found it a good 

way to meet new people and keep 

up to date with local events. In their 

own words “Without volunteers we 

wouldn’t have a local shop and 

would have to travel into 

Marlborough, Devizes or Calne to 

get the odd item.”  Their favourite thing to buy is the cakes 

from Vicarage Lane bakery. 

So, a big thank you to Jill and Simon from us all for their 

hard work and if you’d like to volunteer too please contact 

Lyn, Lynda or Holly at the shop 

 

We need volunteer shop assistants, but if you don’t want to 

be in the public eye there are lots of other things you could 

do to help such as baking, helping with our recycling, our 

deliveries, our collections of supplies, keeping our garden 

tidy and so on.   We don’t expect you to volunteer at the 

same time every week, any help however small is gratefully 

received. 

If you think you would like to volunteer, even for an hour 

or two, just to help out, just call Lyn, Lynda or Holly at the 

shop on 01672 539200. We promise tea, biscuits and a 

giggle! 

Charity Support 

In December we supported Avebury Club’s Auction of 

Promises with a donation of a food hamper and some wine. 

The auction raised money for Avebury Cricket Club, The 

Avebury Day Fund, and Avebury Club.. 

Home Deliveries 

We offer a home delivery service for anyone who is unable 

to get to the shop for age or health reasons.   We deliver to 

Avebury, Avebury Trusloe, Beckhampton, West and East 

Kennet, Winterbourne Monkton and Berwick Bassett.  If 

you would like to have a home delivery please telephone 

the shop on 01672 539200 and ask for Lyn, Lynda or Holly. 

 

Michele Lomas 

Chair of Avebury Community Shop 
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Avebury Club News 
The New Year is very exciting for us as we are pleased to 

welcome Peter Durnford as our new Bar Manager. We also have 

many new committee members and look forward to the revitalising 

effect these additions can make with new ideas and enthusiasm. 

Come along and take part. 

Our Auction of Promises was again a great success, raising over 

£2,400 which will be split equally between Wiltshire Air Ambulance, 

Avebury Day, Avebury Cricket Club and Avebury Sports & Social 

Club. Thank you to everyone who worked so hard and supported this 

event. 

Truly Madly Deeply 
 

Annie Knight ITEC Dip 

Mobile Massage Therapist 

Deep Tissue, Swedish & Aromatherapy 

Treatments 

Tel: 07884 062213 

E-mail: truelymadlydeeply@icloud.com 

Carer Support Wiltshire  
2016 Do something good for yourself!  Interested 

in volunteering?   

Carer Support Wiltshire Supporting unpaid carers   

We offer a range of rewarding volunteering 

opportunities. You could help make a positive 

difference to the lives of carers in your community. We 

are currently looking for volunteers interested in the 

following roles   

• Assisting with creative activities Helping with, or 

leading on, the running of projects and clubs for 

carers.   

• Carers Ambassador We are looking for people to act 

as Carer Support Wiltshire representatives in their 

local parish.   

• Carers Café Facilitator To facilitate a monthly carers 

cafe and to promote a welcoming and supportive 

atmosphere for the attendees   

• Carer Hub Royal United Hospital Bath (RUH) 

Become a volunteer for the new RUH Carer Hub. 

The Hub will enable us to identify carers and 

provide them with information and advice that helps 

them in their caring role.   

• Complementary Therapies To provide 

complementary therapies, or beauty treatments, to 

carers either at a Carers Centre or in a local venue.   

• Counsellor To provide confidential counselling to 

carers on a short term basis. Ideally you should be 

qualified to a minimum of Dip. Level. 2nd year 

students looking to gain hours may be considered. 

In-house supervision, insurance and ongoing support 

is provided.   

• Trustee Being part of our Board of Trustees involved 

in the governance of Carer Support Wiltshire.     

• Befriending (Telephone and One to One) Providing 

one to one support to a carer who feels isolated in 

their caring role   

• Fundraising Help raise money at organised events in 

your area   

We provide all our of volunteers with an induction, 

reimbursement of expenses, training specific to their 

role,  Ongoing support and opportunities to meet with 

other volunteers.   

If you are interested and would like to find out 

more please contact us.   

Vincent Danaher Volunteer Manager  

0800 181 4118  

vinced@carersinwiltshire.co.uk   

Or visit our website: 

 http://carersinwiltshire.co.uk/  
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Kennet Valley 

School 
December 2015 Update 

The children have worked hard this term 

and we are enjoying the improvements we 

see across the wide range of the school 

curriculum areas. Another busy calendar 

year comes to an end for us with a lovely 

selection of Christmas-focused activities 

for the children and parents to enjoy. We 

have tried to pace ourselves a little more 

this year to try and avoid pre-Christmas 

exhaustion! 

School Nativity 

This year we arranged two performances 

of our popular nativity at the Kennet 

Valley Hall, which worked well and 

avoided the mass crowds in the evening, 

making it more comfortable and safer for 

us all. The modern musical score this year 

had some very catchy tunes and fun lyrics, 

together with the Christmas message. All 

the children took part with great 

enthusiasm, singing, dancing and acting, 

with the grand finale moving many to 

tears! 

School Carol Service at West Overton 

Church 

This was a lovely way for parents, 

children and teachers to come together at 

the end of term to remember the real 

meaning of Christmas and also to say 

goodbye and a big thankyou to Mrs 

Osborn for all she’s done for music in the 

school over recent years. We are pleased 

that she’ll be able to continue the orchestra 

jointly with Oare School for the children. 

It was lovely that Mrs Williams and Mrs 

Roughan came back to share this service 

with us! The walk back to school together 

was a great sight and sound with a buzz of 

chatter in the air with our older children 

helping to take care of the little ones.  

Lockeridge Traffic Calming 

As a school we are only too aware of the 

risks of traffic in and around the village, 

and over many years have worked hard to 

keep our children safe. Our current 

initiatives include traffic calming 

measures such as tinsel and lights on the 

railings, and the children being ‘rewarded’ 

for wearing their fluorescent jackets to 

school. We continue to advise parents 

about safe places to park encourage the 

kind use of the Who’da Thought It’s car 

park. Making more substantial changes 

requires a variety of community interests 

to work together, which is why we are 

contributing to the work of the Lockeridge 

Traffic Group and Parish Council to 

ensure our village roads become safer 

places. 

Pantomime rehearsals 

Excitement is building as we now look 

forward to the Kennet Valley Community 

Pantomime in January with our very own 

Mrs France, Mrs Till Vattier and a good 

number of children taking part from our 

school – we expect great things! 

Christmas Fair 

A record breaking number of villagers, 

friends and family joined us for mulled 

wine, a most delicious hog roast, beautiful 

songs from the school choir, a selection of 

fine table top treats to buy and games 

designed by the children! We were 

especially delighted that Father Christmas 

was able to take time out of his busy 

schedule to join us for the evening in his 

beautifully decorated grotto.  A big 

thankyou to everyone who supported the 

school, bought raffle tickets or in some 

way contributed - The Friends arranged 

some super prizes and a great evening for 

us all to enjoy, as well as raising an 

amazing £2000 towards our school 

developments.  

And finally, a big thankyou 

We are so very grateful to the parent 

helpers and villagers who come into 

school to volunteer with a variety of 

activities during school hours and to help 

provide after school clubs. Their presence 

in school really helps to make Kennet 

Valley School a school embedded in the 

community which is very important for us 

and the children. We value the skills and 

enthusiasm they bring and they tell us how 

rewarding they find it. Please call into the 

school office or phone us if you would like 

to get involved…..we can never have too 

many people to listen to the children read! 

Wishing you all a very peaceful and happy 

2016. 

 

 

Mrs Karen Venner, Headteacher 

Fyfield and West 

Overton  

Parish Council 
New councillors 

At our last meeting we welcomed two 

newly coopted members, Sarah Nichols 

for Lockeridge and Bob Green for West 

Overton. There are still vacancies, so if 

you are interested please contact Sophie 

Roberts (861262). 

Play equipment at the Dene 

By the time you read this the new play 

trail should be in place. It has taken a long 

time, but we hope local children will enjoy 

having something new to challenge them. 

Memorial for Judith and John Woodget 

On Saturday 9th January at 12.15, there 

will be a brief ceremony to plant a tree 

and place a memorial plaque at the Dene. 

John and Judith’s children will be present. 

Accident in Lockeridge 

We were all extremely saddened to learn 

of the death of George Punton in a traffic 

accident at the beginning of December.  

The Parish Council is actively pushing for 

a 20mph speed limit in the village. This is 

being backed up by a village campaign 

coordinated by Jane Davies and Jayne 

Drew. 

We would encourage everyone walking in 

our villages, in the day as well as at night, 

to wear some sort of reflective clothing or 

strip. It is helpful if dogs wear reflective 

collars as well. 

Defibrillators 

We are continuing to pursue the 

possibility of providing defibrillators in 

the villages. 

Precept 

The precept is the amount of your council 

tax which comes to the Parish Council to 

pay for the services we provide for our 

community. The council has decided to 

raise this by a very small amount this year. 

If the defibrillators materialise we need to 

have some money in reserve. 
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Avebury Parish Council 
Headlines from Avebury Parish Council’s meeting on 1 
December 2015 
Membership:  We welcomed Lynzey Paradise to the 
meeting and noted that Wiltshire Council’s notices 
advertising the vacancy created by Paul Ryder-Morris’ 
resignation were currently being displayed. 

Proposed extension of 30mph limit on Swindon Road: 
we have written to Cllr Philip Whitehead as Wiltshire 
Council’s Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport and 
he has agreed to call a meeting with us to discuss this 
soon. 

Proposed scheme to improve the A4 at Beckhampton 
and West Kennett: this scheme will be expensive and we 
therefore need to apply to Wiltshire Council’s Substantive 
Highways Scheme Fund.  To do so, we have first submitted 
an application to our local Community Area Transport 
Group for in principle support and funding for a design and 
costing exercise.  CATG met after our meeting and has 
requested Highways staff to get a quote from consultants 
for this design and costing work. 

Parking in Trusloe:  we have not heard from the private 
owners of land at the Nursery Site and Wiltshire Council’s 
staff are now chasing up their request to them.  

Avebury Community Sports and Recreation Committee: 
the first formal meeting of the Committee took place on 13 
November. The group is working swiftly through a number 
of items including an on-line bookings system, revised 
conditions of use and maintenance.  

The future of the URC Chapel:  the Parish Council 
received a presentation from Adrian Mieras on behalf of the 
Chapel Working Group.  He said that the Group is 
developing a proposal for the future use of the Chapel and 
is preparing a prospectus.  We agreed to put the Parish 
Council’s potential Community Right to Bid on hold, to send 
a copy of it to the Group for information and to attend a 
meeting with the Group.  We have subsequently been 
informed that the Group will be posting a prospectus and a 
questionnaire to everyone in the Parish in the first week of 
January. In addition the Group has booked the Social 
Centre for an open 'drop-in' session on Sunday 10th 
January between 1400 and 1900. An invite and details of 
the 'drop-in' session will be communicated to everyone in 
the information pack that the Group will be posting through 
everyone's doors.  

Poor broadband speeds:  in some areas of the Parish, 
Broadband speeds are particularly slow.  We agreed it 
would be useful to draw up a map of those areas so that we 
can then press BT for improvements.  We are therefore 
planning to distribute a questionnaire to all households and 
businesses in the Parish and ask them to check their line 
speeds.  We will also be placing an advert in Upper Kennet 
News.  

Avebury Trusloe meeting:  we agreed to hold an extra 
meeting on-site on 16 January to address a number of 
issues at Trusloe. Please see details of time and place 
below. 

Budget and Precept for 2016-2017: we reviewed the 
Parish Council’s income and expenditure for 2016/17 and 
decided to increase the Precept by £100 to £11,000pa.  

Date of next meeting: We do not normally meet in January 
but we have decided to hold an extra meeting in Trusloe.  
We will therefore be having an on-site meeting starting at 
the Trusloe Play Area at 10.00am on Saturday 16 January.  
The next meeting at the Social Centre will be at 7:30pm on 
Tuesday 2nd February. 
Parish Clerk: Liz Moore (861424) and 
clerk@aveburyparishcouncil.org 

WassailWassailWassailWassail    
(To or be Blessed)  
We invite you to join us We invite you to join us We invite you to join us We invite you to join us 
for a traditional folk for a traditional folk for a traditional folk for a traditional folk 
blessing for our apple trees and blessing for our apple trees and blessing for our apple trees and blessing for our apple trees and 
land. land. land. land.     
Noisy children with pots and pans Noisy children with pots and pans Noisy children with pots and pans Noisy children with pots and pans 
to bang very, very welcometo bang very, very welcometo bang very, very welcometo bang very, very welcome    
 
We shall Wassail, Wassail all over the town 
(well village actually) 
We will bless apple trees throughout the vil-
lage including the Community Shop, Henge 
Shop, Avebury Community Orchard and the 
Avebury Manor Orchard where there will be 
traditional children’s treats with the Lord of 
the Manor. 
 
We will perform seasonal songs, music, a 
Plough Play and the Vicar will bless the 
plough in the National Trust farm yard. Af-
ter which we will all process the plough and 
present it to Mr Farthing and our local 
farmers for the success of our local farms and 
the coming harvest. From there the plough 
will be processed to the Church ready for 
Sunday’s traditional Plough Sunday service. 
You are invited to join the Wassailers at the 
Red Lion for further celebrations afterwards. 
St. James will be open throughout the day for 
refreshments. 
 
When: When: When: When: Wassail Saturday 9th January at 1300 
2016, Plough Sunday Church Service 1000 
Sunday 10th January 2016 in St James, Ave-
bury    
Where: Where: Where: Where: Top of Avebury High Street in the 
café courtyard 
 
If you would like to help out or be part of the 
Jolly Boys please contact Gordon Rimes or 
Natascha Kenyon on Tel: 539131  
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S. White 

GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

 

Tel: 01672 861566 

Mob: 07917 353314 

GRASS CUTTING 

HEDGE CUTTING 

TREE FELLING 

PLANTING 

VtÜÑxà VÄxtÇVtÜÑxà VÄxtÇVtÜÑxà VÄxtÇVtÜÑxà VÄxtÇ    
e|v~ç YÄ|Çàe|v~ç YÄ|Çàe|v~ç YÄ|Çàe|v~ç YÄ|Çà    

Est. 1997 

Friendly local service 

Professional work  

at sensible prices 
  Call for no obligation quote      

Mobile: 07799 215837 

Great Bedwyn 01672 871414 

EARTHWISE  

GARDEN DESIGN LTD. 

ANYA HOPE MEDLIN 

(MA Cantab) 
Qualified and experienced 
horticulturalist and garden designer 
offers an individual and personal service. 
* Complete design and build service 
* Planting plans for complete gardens or single borders 
* Restoration of neglected gardens 
* Consultation and plant sourcing 
* Wild gardens/personalised retreats 

 
 Tel/Fax 01672 861462   Mobile 07970 590674 
e-mail:-  anya.earthwise@googlemail.com 

 

(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd 
 

SPECIALISTS IN  
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING SYSTEMS 

Servicing & repairs / Installation 
Landlord’s Certificates / Gas Safety Records 

 
Tel: (01793) 536871 

Email: general@austinheat.com 
Website: www.austinheat.com 

 

Trading for over 40 years 

GETT GETT GETT GETT LandscapingLandscapingLandscapingLandscaping    
Patios, Decking, Driveways  

Fencing, Turfing, Seeding, 

Hedgecutting. 

All types of groundwork 

Contact: Tim Smith  

Mob: 07811 142390 

Also available Machine Hire and Driver Incl: 

Mini Digger   Skid Steer 

Telescopic Handler  Tractor & Implements 

CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPIST 
Debbie Simpson MCSP SRP (Bupa registered) 

Musculo-skeletal specialist 
Sports injury and Fitness management 

Acupuncture registered 
Pilates classes available throughout the week,  

daytime and evening. 
Nordic walking instructor 

Lockeridge clinic: 07724 486370 / 01672 861362  

 

AJO Embroidery  
We add that something special.   

Sports teams, small businesses, or just looking for that 
unique gift...?   
We can embroider logos, simple patterns and text onto 
fabric. Visit our website to see some of the work we 
have done.   
www.ajoembroidery.weebly.com ;  
For more information, email 
cjoram21@hotmail.co.uk  
or call Caroline on 07966 
541471  
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New Memorials and Restorations 

All types of memorials 
Handcrafted to a high standard in our own workshops at 

Pelham Court, London Road 
Marlborough 

**FREE Quotes Given** 

Telephone: (01672) 516797 

martin@mjsly.co.uk 

For a free memorial brochure 

M J SlyM J SlyM J SlyM J Sly 
Monumental SculptorMonumental SculptorMonumental SculptorMonumental Sculptor 

Est. 1991 

D. W. Oliver Tree Services Ltd 
B.Sc.A.I.W.Sc. 
TREE PRUNING  
LANDSCAPING 
WOODCHIPPING  
TREE FELLING 
FORESTRY CONTRACTING  
FENCING 

Tel 01672 861310Tel 01672 861310Tel 01672 861310Tel 01672 861310    
Mobile 07976 644706Mobile 07976 644706Mobile 07976 644706Mobile 07976 644706    

FOR A FREE QUOTE 

£5M INSURANCE 
Tree Surgery works carried out by qualified staff  

E-mail: dwoliver@btinternet.com 
Web: www.dwoliver.com 

ON CALL DAY & NIGHT 
01672 512444 OR 810727 
WAGON YARD LONDON ROAD 
MARLBOROUGH WILTSHIRE  

SN8 1LH 

Babies, Bumps and Toddlers 
 
 

Avebury Social Centre. High Street 

Avebury 

(Opposite The Church) 

Wednesday 10:00 am – 12:00 noon 

Term Time Only 

Friendly Group for parents and Carers 

Includes healthy snack and craft for 

the Children 

Coffee, Tea and Chat for the Adults 

Only £3.50 per session 

All Welcome 

 

‘Pebbles Play Group Avebury’ 
Charity No. 299677 
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KYM ROFF     
“Kyms cuts and colours” 

 

Family Hairdresser 

 
I have 17 years experience and 

cater for all ages  

ranging from babies to the elderly. 

Everyone welcome 

I can come to you or you to me. 

Reasonably priced and friendly 

family hairdresser. 

 

Give me a call or text to book an 

appointment. 

07760 137347 

Shaun 
Guard 

TV AERIAL 

SERVICES 
o Poor Reception Solved 

Aerials repaired & supplied 

o TVs– Hung on your wall and 

tuned 

o Extra TV Points 
- For aerial and Sky (in HD!) 

o Sky TV– Also Foreign 

Language TV 

Call Swindon 

01793 474720 

OXFORD AERIALS 

 

Beautiful flowers for all occasions to include weddings, funerals and 
gift flowers.  Delivery to Swindon, Swindon Villages and Marlborough. 

Telephone: (01672) 539840 or 07825 871984 
Email: Kerry@poppywillow-flowers.co.uk 

Www.poppywillow-flowers.co.uk 

Flowers designed for all occasions by Kerry 
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WHO’S WHO in the Upper Kennet Churches  

 
RECTOR - REV’D MARIA SHEPHERDSON  01672 539643 
The Rectory, 27 High Street, Avebury, SN8 1RF  

email      mariashepherdson@rocketmail.com               

If you require a priest in an emergency and are unable to contact Rev’d Maria please telephone one of the churchwardens. 

 

LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS 
Mrs Claire Stiles  01793 731620 c.j.stiles@hotmail. co.uk 

Mr Graham Kitchen   01672 861349 graham@grahamkitchen.com 

 

BENEFICE OFFICE:  Ray Manley, Anne Robinson (Mon-Thurs, 10am-1pm)  
Tel:  01672 861786 e-mail:  office@upkennet.eclipse.co.uk 

Website:  www.upperkennetchurches.org.uk 

Address:  The Garden Room, 62 Lockeridge, SN8 4EL 

 

CHURCHWARDENS   

AVEBURY     Mr David Davidge   01672 513819 mail@dwdmar.plus.com 
     Mrs Maureen Dixon  01672 539690   

EAST KENNETT    Mr Graham Kitchen   01672 861349 graham@grahamkitchen.com 
     Mrs Jo Snape   01672 861267  Josiesnape@aol.com 

WEST OVERTON    Mrs Susan Rogers  01672 861374 sjrogers44@gmail.com 

FYFIELD    Ms Vicky Evans  01672 861622 vickyevans1@btinternet.com 

WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Ms Penny Gold   01672 539158 goldpennygold@aol.com 

WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Mrs Glynis Long    01793 731398  glynislong@btopenworld.com 
     Mr Peter Barry   01793 731589   peter17.barry@gmail.com 

BROAD HINTON    Mrs Jenni Moseling   01793 731629 jenni.moseling@btinternet.com 
     Miss Sally Cartwright  01793 731050 sally.cartwright@broadhinton.org.uk 

 

Benefice Council Lay Chairman  Mr Mark Wightman  01793 731452  wightman1944@btinternet.com 

 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL SECRETARIES 

AVEBURY     Mr David Davidge   01672 513819 mail@dwdmar.plus.com 

EAST KENNETT, FYFIELD 

& WEST OVERTON   Mrs Susan Rogers    01672 861374 sjrogers44@gmail.com 

WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Mr Bill Buxton   01672 539199 bill.buxton@btinternet.com 

WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Mr Martin Knight  01793 731764 martin@vintry.co.uk    

BROAD HINTON    Mrs Marjorie Sykes          01793 731471  marjorie.sykes@btinternet.com 

 

 

MAGAZINES  

UPPER KENNET NEWS in Fyfield, West Overton, East & West Kennett, Beckhampton, Avebury Trusloe, Avebury, Winterbourne Monkton & 
Berwick Bassett: 

Editor  David Throup, Longmynd, Lockeridge SN8 4ED   01672 861279   davidthroup@aol.com 
Please send all copy including advertising and payment to David Throup. 

Final copy date 20th of each month 

 

LOCAL NEWS in Uffcott, Broad Hinton & Winterbourne Bassett: 

Editor  Tim Powell        01793 739083   news@onefivetwo.co.uk 

Final copy date 20th of each month 

What’s On at AVEBURY SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB    www.avebury-club.co.uk 

Wednesday Pool, Thursday Darts and Friday Skittles League Nights:     see website for fixtures  

Unless stated all activities start at approx 8.15 pm 

Saturday 2nd - Fun & Games Night 

Saturday 9th - Booked for Private Event Ð Members can use Pool Room 

Saturday 16th - Darts Truman’s Cup Ð MEMBERS ONLY  

Saturday 23rd  - Booked for Private Event Ð Members can use Pool Room 

Saturday 30th—( Booked for Private Event ) Members can use Pool Room 

Sunday Bingo - Eyes down 8.00pm  - ££ Cash prizes 

JANUARY IS MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME £5 per ADULT 

WHILE STOCKS LAST Ð FREE 2016 DIARY WITH EACH MEMBERSHIP  

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 

Avebury Club is available to hire, contact Alan Blake Ð Secretary on 07860 112455 or email at AveburyClub@aol.com  or 

alternatively call Avebury Club (when open) on 01672 539258 or visit Avebury Club website to check availability.  

www.avebury-club.co.uk   

ALL ENQUIRIES AND BOOKINGS ARE TO BE AGREED AND FINALISED WITH THE CLUB’S SECRETARY ONLY. 
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Advertisers Index 
 

Company Telephone 

Armishaws Removals 01963 34065 

Austin Heating 01793 536871 

Avebury Club 01672 539258 

Brian Watts 01672 861438 

Carpet Clean 01672 871414 

Chalky's Workshop  01672 861123 

David Oliver Tree Services 01672 861310 

Diane MacKinder 01672 512444 

Earthwise Garden Design 01672 861462 

F Dewey 01672 563440 

Gett Landscaping 07811 142390 

Home Inspirations 01380 728644 

Jill Sudbury. Reflexology and Reiki Counselling 01672 513583 

K A Callaway. Woodstoves and chimneys  01672 870619 

Loney—Electrical Service Ltd 01672 514696 

Mack’s Handyman Services 07788 255969  

M J Sly. Monumental Mason 01672 516797 

Moon’s Ovencleaning 01672 556404   

Overdrive driving tuition 01672 861613 

Oxford Aerials 01793 474720 

Pebbles Playgroup Avebury Social Centre    

Ridge House B&B 01672 861527 

S White 01672 861566 

Time Restored 01672 563544 

Woods for the Trees 01793 633725 

W.S. Swift 01380 726284 

Kennet Valley Film Nights  

Autumn/Winter Season  
Sunday January 17

th
 2016 

SUFFRAGETTE (12A)  
A drama that tracks the story of the foot soldiers of the 

suffragette movement, women who pursued a dangerous 

game of cat and mouse with an increasingly brutal State. 

These women were not just from the genteel educated 

classes; there were also working women. Turning to 

violence as the only route to change, they were willing to 

lose everything in their fight for equality. Maud 

(wonderfully played by Carey Mulligan) was one such foot 

soldier. The story of her fight for dignity is gripping, heart-

breaking and inspirational. Meryl Streep has a powerful 

cameo as Emmeline Pankhurst.  

Sunday February 14th 2016   

45 YEARS (12A) 
Tom Courtenay and Charlotte Rampling play a couple 

(Geoff and Kate) whose celebration of 45 years of marriage 

is wrecked by the discovery of the body of Geoff’s 

previous lover in an Alpine glacier 50 years after her 

accidental death. This is a terrific second film by British 

director Andrew Haigh, about a close relationship revealed 

to be not what it seemed. The two leads are perfect and 

Rampling especially gives a quietly devastating 

performance.  

Sunday March 6
th
  2016 

SUNSET SONG (12A) 
An outstanding new film by renowned UK director 

Terence Davies, adapted from the 1932 Scottish classic by 

Lewis Grassic Gibbon (widely considered the greatest 

Scottish novel of the 20th century) and starring model 

turned actress, Agyness Deyn.  Chris Guthrie grows up in a 

farming family in North East Scotland and dreams of 

becoming a teacher. Her father is a domestic tyrant but 

after her mother’s death, Chris stays on to look after her 

stroke-ridden father and manage the farm, which she 

eventually inherits. The film shows us her life through 

courtship, marriage and motherhood, until the whole world 

is turned upside down by the outbreak of war in 1914. 

Ravishing cinematography and meticulous period detail 

(e.g. the farmhouse kitchen!). Not to be missed. 

Sunday April 10
th
 2016 

THE LADY IN THE VAN (12A) 
Adapted by Alan Bennett from his hit West End play of 

the same name, directed by Nicholas Hytner, and starring 

Maggie Smith, Alex Jennings and a roll call of stars 

familiar from other Bennett films, such as The History 

Boys.  The Lady in the Van tells the true story of an 

eccentric homeless woman who lived in a battered van on 

driveway of Bennett's Camden home for 15 years. As the 

story and their unlikely friendship develop, Bennett learns 

who Miss Shepherd is and what has led to her life in a van.  

 

Doors open at 7.00 and there is a licensed bar and soft 

drinks. The films start at 7.30. 

To reserve tickets email:    

movies@kvh.org.uk 

Please NOTE: 
From January 2016 the closing date for 
copy to the Upper Kennet News will be 
changed to the 20th of each month.  

NO MORE 3rd FRIDAYS 


