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I suspect many of you have felt a bit like our 
friend in the image over the past few months - 
throwing and catching, throwing and catching, 
under pressure and hoping you don’t drop the 
lot!  Are you usually a proficient multi-tasker 
finding yourself letting things slip, making a 
mess, and feeling overwhelmed in spirit, mind 
and heart? 
 
Clunk - ‘I completely forgot to light my 
candle at 7 p.m. last night’. 
Clatter - ‘Oh goodness I feel so guilty - I 
didn’t remember to clap!’  
Bang - ‘Not another blinking Zoom meeting’. 
Wallop - ‘Home schooling … AAAAAARRRRGH’. 
 
Why is it so hard for people to say I’m struggling today, I need to lay 
down some of the things I am juggling with.  I do not need to try to be 
a domestic goddess or super-dad while also working from home.  I am 
not too important to take time off while home-working to walk a dog, 
or just to sit and breathe the suddenly cleaner air.  There do not need 
to be so many balls in the air.  I can choose to catch one, or two, or 
ten, and lay them down, before they drop and break something.  We 
are all under pressure.  Stress takes up a lot of energy.  Simplifying is 
required and although we have all had to experience lockdown we all 
experience it differently. 
So which balls may you choose to keep?  How many can you continue 
to hold?  Will you give yourself permission to drop a few?  In the 
desert, the Israelites were given a command and promise which I 
frequently return to when overwhelmed: “Choose life so that you and 
your descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, 
and holding fast to him, for that means life to you and length of 
days…” (Deuteronomy 30.19-20). 
I wonder if it might help you to write down on some little pieces of 
paper all that you think you have to do and be, right now.  Put what 
helps you most under the words ‘Choose Life’, (staying in, of course, 
goes there, and those other things we are asked to do not so much for 
ourselves but for others), some under ‘Next Month’, and others can 
get recycled for now, or placed by a candle for strength, for clarity 
and for peace of mind.  Dropping the ball is allowed.  Setting it down 
is even better. 

View from the Rectory 
 

Kennet Valley Lottery Club 

draw winners   
£100   Number 75 Robert Mann 
£75   Number   10 P.M. Cutforth 
£50   Number   83 Sandra Tremeer 

(Some winners prefer that their names were not 
published, in which case we just state the winning 
numbers) 

If you would like to join the lottery, ring  
David Snape on 01672 861267 or email: 

davidwsnape@aol.com 
Another way to support our churches at West 

Overton, Fyfield and East Kennett  

100 Club 
Draw Results for  June 

(some winners prefer that their names are not published) 
If you would like to join the lottery ring Richard Nutt 

on 01672539611 or email richard@184systems.com 
Your way to help support the churches of Winterbourne 

Monkton and Berwick Bassett 
Lottery is licensed by Wiltshire Council 

Published by Fyfield, West 
Overton and East Kennett  
Parochial Church Council for 
the Upper Kennet Benefice 

 
July 2020 

Notice Board 
Funerals 
Molly Skeet  23 April  North Wilts Crematorium 
Dorothy Nash 24 April Avebury 
Daisy Wheeler  30 April North Wilts Crematorium 
 
Bette Stewart 11 May North Wilts Crematorium 
Reginald Longstreet 18 May West Wilts Crematorium 
Wynne Rawlins  28 May Avebury 

Thank You 
Tom and I would like to thank Penny and 
all those who cared for Tom while I was in 
hospital, and for what they have done for 
me since being home. 
We are so lucky to live in a village with 
such a community spirit. 
Thank you all again, Tom and Sheila 

Upper Kennet News Deliveries 
Thank you to Ron Collier for supporting us through the last two 

months and delivering where he could in the time available. Ron 

volunteered his services in addition to his normal business and we 

thank him. 

Your Hon. Editor has contacted our normal team through email and a 

few phone calls and I am delighted to say that all are happy, willing 

and eager to do their bit again. Through sun, rain, wind and snow - the 

Upper Kennet News will, like the Pony Express,  be delivered as 

normal in these strange times. 

It is very heartening to see this community spirit and we should all be 

proud that we live in an area where people will go the extra mile. BUT 

please continue to do what you do safely. 

1st £50.00 9 Mark Saunders 
2nd £37.50 14 Jim & Jill Durnford 
3rd £25.00 48 Joan Meeks 
4th £12.50 57 Marjorie Taylor 
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UPPER KENNET CHURCHES SERVICES 

TALKING 
TUESDAYS  

For those of you missing our 
regular get togethers and anyone 
else out there wanting to gather 

‘virtually’ with a coffee or 
something stronger … 

Why not give one of these sessions a go?  

 
July 7th and July 21st - 7.30pm  
 
Topics will be decided closer to the time but if outdoors we 
shall have time in prayer, fellowship and discussion, and 
celebrate being back together, make prayer flags and plan 
for the development of a Labyrinth at the back of the 
Rectory Garden. 
 
If sessions still have to take place courtesy of Zoom, for a 

link please email  
revmariashepherdson@outlook.com 

Log in 10 minutes before the start of the session. 

5 July – Green 
Trinity 4 
Genesis 24.34-38, 42-49, 58-
end 
Psalm 45.10-end 
Romans 7.15-25a 
Matthew 11.16-19, 25-end 
 
12 July – Green 
Trinity 5 
Genesis 25.19-end 
Psalm 119.105-112 
Romans 8.1-11 
Matthew 13.1-9, 18-23 
 
19 July – Green 
Trinity 6 
Genesis 28.10-19a 
Psalm 139.1-11 
Romans 8.12-25 
Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43 
 

26 July – Green 
Trinity 7 
Genesis 29.15-28 
Psalm 105.1-11 
Romans 8.26-end 
Matthew 13.31-33,44-52 
 
2 August – Green 
Trinity 8 
Genesis 32.22-31  
Psalm 17.1-7 
Romans 9.1-5 
Matthew 14.13-21 
 

Readings 

CORONA VIRUS UPDATE  
as at JUNE 14

th
 2020 

We are preparing our churches for re-opening and look forward to 
being open for  

Private Prayer at set times during the week  
Funerals  

The churches have been closed for several months and in line with 
mandatory rigorous Health and Safety requirements deep cleans and 
checks are underway.  Once these have been completed and a full 
Risk Assessment carried out in line with Government and Diocesan 
regulations we will be able to welcome you.  
 
All you need to keep yourself and others safe will be provided and 
you are asked to sit where permitted and use the hand sanitiser and 
comply with safety instructions on display.  This will help us keep 
everyone safe. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: The churches will be open for private prayer only 
and not for visits by tourists or walkers for sightseeing/ history visits 
or for tours by guides.  

Rector and Church Wardens 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

under CC BY-NC 

Upper Kennet Benefice 
Sunday and Daily Services during 

Covid-19 Lockdown 

 

Courtesy of Zoom - for a link email 
revmariashepherdson@outlook.com 

Log in any time from 20 mins before the start of the service 
ALL welcome, especially those unable to access services at their own 
‘home’ church wishing to join in with the worshippers of the Upper 

Kennet Benefice rapidly coming to grips with technology! 
Morning Prayer in the Celtic Tradition  

Daily 8.30am EXCEPT Wednesdays 
A short gentle service to begin the day - why not have your breakfast 

at the same time? 
Midweek Celtic Communion  

10.30 am Wednesday 
Gentle, contemplative, with Taizé chants, and space to ‘be’ with God 
Sunday Services  

10:30 am with music, hymns, readings etc 

mailto:revmariashepherdson@outlook.com
http://grantgoddess.blogspot.com/2010/12/think-positively-and-make-it-happen.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
mailto:revmariashepherdson@outlook.com
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Many non-essential shops re-opened on 15 
June in response to the easing of 
government restrictions. All these shops 
have to follow detailed guidance designed 
to minimise the risk of COVID-19 
infection to staff and shoppers alike. That 
may mean limiting the number of people 
inside the shop at any one time, providing 
screens around tills, masks, and hand 
sanitisers, and introducing other measures. 
No effort is being spared by shops to 
respect the need to protect their customers 
and staff.  
 
Avebury’s community shop has remained 
open. Thanks to the hard work of its 
managers and volunteers, it has provided 
an incredible service to the village and 
wider community beyond. We owe them 
our thanks. But the shop was able to do 
this only because it respected the guidance 
in force.  
 
Avebury has three other shops, a pub, a 
restaurant, and a take-away outlet. They 
have been closed throughout the 
lockdown. The owners of Elements of 
Avebury and the Henge Shop would like 
to open as soon as possible but have 
agreed not to do so before the Summer 
Solstice. We are grateful to them for this 
further financial sacrifice.  
 

Both shops aim to open their doors for the 
first time on Monday 22 June initially with 
reduced hours, probably between 10am 
and 4pm, as staff familiarise themselves 
with the latest guidance. The National 
Trust shop is likely to open soon 
afterwards in line with the charity’s advice 
centrally. The prime minister has chosen 4 
July as the date on which the hospitality 
sector can re-open. The managements of 
the Red Lion and the National Trust food 
and beverage outlets are considering 
whether they will be able to bring in new 
arrangements in time for them to open 
from Monday 6 July. A key consideration 
is whether the requirement for social 
distancing is decreased from the current 
two metres. We expect an announcement 
by the government during the course of the 
next few days.   
 
The National Trust hopes to open its main 
visitor car park from 6 July as long as 
ways can be found of allowing users to 
walk to and from the village in conformity 
with whatever social distancing 
requirements are then in place. At the 
same time the Trust will provide toilet 
facilities. It will do so either by means of 
temporary portaloos or the existing toilets 
depending on which prove most suitable 
for social distancing and enhanced hygiene 
measures.  

We believe that this approach represents 
the best way to re-open Avebury’s 
businesses and to bring commercial life 
back into the village. The safety of staff 
and customers, whether they come from 
the village or outside, has been and will 
remain uppermost in mind. We hope that 
you will share our confidence – and 
express it by making purchases in these 
shops or having a drink in the pub or café 
whenever you can!      
 

 
Donna Byatt (Elements of Avebury) 

Ryan Rawal (The Red Lion) 
Stephen Stacey (Avebury Parish Council) 

Eva Stützenberger (National Trust) 
Philippe and Dominique Ullens  

(The Henge Shop) 
 

16 June 2020 

Avebury 
Community 

Shop 

Shop Phone Number:   
01672 539200  

Revised Opening Hours  
10am – 4pm every day 

We are keeping our opening hours 
under review during the Pandemic.   
If we are concerned about large 
numbers of visitors in the village, 
especially at weekends, we may be 
forced to close at short notice in 
order to protect our staff, 
volunteers and the local 
community. 

Stock update 
Although we are no longer able to sell 
freshly baked bread at the moment, we 
have lots of choice of frozen bread 
available for you to take and bake at 

home.   Please ask at the till and we will 
be able to get the bread for you and give 
you instructions about how long to bake 
it for.  Try freshly baked bread with our 
golden Guernsey butter from a local 
organic farm – delicious.   We usually 
have local bread flour available if you 
want to have a go at baking your own. 
 
Our managers are continuing to work 
hard to keep the shop stocked with 
essential items.  They manage to find 
items which the supermarkets are often 
short of such as flour, pasta and eggs.  
We usually have a good stock of fruit 
and vegetables 

 
Thank you  

From everyone in the community we 
would like to thank all our volunteers 
and staff for keeping the shop open 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Thank you to all the new volunteers who 
have come forward to help the shop 
recently.   We are still looking for new 
volunteers.   If you would like to help, 
please contact the shop on 01672 
539200. 

Extension of Free Delivery Service 
Avebury Community shop will be 
providing a FREE delivery service of 
food and other essentials to anyone in 
our community who is in self isolation 
due to the Coronavirus.   This is an 
extension of the service we already 
provide to the elderly and others in our 
community who are unable to get to the 
shop. 
 
Please call 01672 539200 to arrange a 
delivery.    We would prefer payment by 
card, but can accept cash on delivery if 
necessary. 

Michele Lomas (Chair of Avebury 
Community Shop) 

AVEBURY’S SHOPS, THE RED LION,  
AND THE NATIONAL TRUST’S FACILITIES:  

WHEN WILL THEY OPEN? 
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Avebury & District WI 
 

The lockdown has curtailed WI meetings since March and, 
sadly, at the moment there is no sign that they will be able to re-
commence in the near future.  It is likely that the government will 
relax the 2 metre distancing rule soon which will make it feasible 
for meetings to start in September as we have enough space, if 
allowed to meet indoors, to accommodate all members who wish 
to attend.  If we get any more fine weather we could even hold a 
meeting outside! 

A piece of good news pinged into my email inbox this week – 
the NFWI has decided to extend the period that our annual 
subscription covers by 3 months as they are aware that many WIs 
have been unable to meet during the lockdown.  This means that 
subscriptions, which may have a small annual increase (as has 
been the case in most previous years), won’t be due until April 
2021. 

I am still hopeful that we will be able to meet in August!  Until 
then keep safe and well 

Maggie Lewis 
President, Avebury & District WI 

Avebury Parish Council 
Headlines from Avebury Parish Council’s meeting on 2 

June 2020 
This month’s parish council meeting was open to the public as 
usual and held virtually by Skype. Seven members of the 
public were present for part or all of the meeting.    

Solstice: We learned that Wiltshire Highways, following an 
intervention from Wiltshire Councillor Richard Clewer, had 
decided earlier that day to revert to its practice of recent years. 
This means that a traffic order will now be in place, cones 
distributed on key verges, a security check installed on the 
High Street, traffic wardens and police officers patrolling – all 
as usual for summer solstice. However there will be no St 
John’s Ambulance present and, over the weekend in question, 
all shops (including the community shop), the Red Lion, the 
toilets, the church, the coach house fast food outlet, the 
restaurant, the manor, the chapel, and the car park will be 
closed.  

Traffic calming: We heard that we still await news about 
completion of the safety audit for the A4 traffic calming 
projects. June’s Marlborough Area Board CATG meeting has 
been cancelled. Wiltshire Highways staff servicing the 
committee has been redeployed on other urgent tasks.     

Local issues: We heard that issues with the pumping station 
have been reported to Thames Water; a response is awaited. 
BT is unable to give a date for the refurbishing of its telephone 
box at the West Kennett layby, due to take place in the period 
April-September, because of COVID-19 (it said). Our parish 
steward has strimmed various footpaths and will strim others 
(including Kyte’s Walk). We agreed that Cow Drove required 
attention. Cllr Butler’s kind offer to deploy a tractor and driver 
to undertake some remedial work was accepted with thanks. 
Cllr Paradise offered to work with others to redesign the parish 
council’s website and we warmly welcomed this initiative. 
Cllr Daniel reported that recent work on the A4361 had 
resulted in a surface that produced excessive tyre noise, 
seemed more fragile, and was less well edged than it should 
have been. It was agreed that the Chair would invite Highways 
to provide an explanation.  

National Trust update: Mrs Tomlin spoke to a wr itten 
report, which forms part of the minutes of our meeting. 

Statutory audit: APC passed its statutory audit successfully. 
Liz Moore and our auditor, Jamie Guy, were thanked for their 
commitment at this challenging time. 

Date of next meeting: 7 July at 19h30 by Skype. We want 
residents wishing to participate in this meeting to be able to do 
so. Please ask a councillor or let me know by email 
stephenstacey.apc@btinternet.com and we will guide you onto 
the connection.  

Draft minutes of this meeting may be found on the Avebury 

Parish Council website. 

FLAT REQUIRED IN SN8   
  

OAP (male) requires tiny flat. 
1 room+bathroom+kitchen essentials. Plus 

Broadband access and parking space. 
  

Rent: funds limited, but first class financial 
record. Local references. 

[Knowledge of horses and books could be 
bargaining chips] 

  
How long? Flexible, perhaps one year (with 

option of a second). 
  

Contact Andrew Simpson 01672 861122 

  BEEF & PORK 
FILLET, SIRLOIN, RUMP, BAVETTE 

TOPSIDE, SILVERSIDE 
MINCE & STEWING (3KG FOR £20) 

SAUSAGES (3 PACKS FOR £10) 
GLUTEN FREE BANGERS & BURGERS 

AVAILABLE NOW 
FROM GALTEEMORE FARM, SN8 1QJ 

COME AND VISIT THE PIGLETS & LAMBS 
ON THE FARM WHEN YOU 

COLLECT YOUR ORDER 
ENQUIRIES ALICEHUES@GMAIL.COM 

07790026363 
@PUMPHOUSEAVEBURY 

A B V R Y  
 

N E W S  

mailto:stephenstacey.apc@btinternet.com
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News from the Tower 
As bell ringing is not allowed, due to the corona virus, the 
tower news will be a little different and these thoughts for July 
are from John Mead who attends our practices.  He has rung for 
many Avebury weddings and Quarter Peals. 
 

Thoughts from the tower 
 JULY 2020 

from John Mead 
I have been privileged to ring with the Avebury band since the 
one year we lived in the village in 2003. The welcome when I 
first went up the tower was a reflection on the greeting given in 
most towers to visiting ringers  We moved to All Cannings which 
is only 5 miles away as the crow flies, but feels further.  A similar 
welcome was given in AC tower. As it happened    
several AC ringers rang frequently in Avebury. 
     However the relaxed atmosphere at Avebury meant that I 
enjoyed visiting and continue to ring when possible at Avebury.  
The skill levels are continuously being improved with the support 
of the more experienced members. Age is not an issue, and old 
and young get equal attention. As happens in many towers, there 
are sometimes not enough ringers and the regular support given 
from Calne branch members has been important. Teaching new 
ringers is a constant joy. The weekly practices are important to 
maintain skills both physical and mental. 
    The well maintained ring of 8 bells is at the lower end of the 
weight scale and is attractive to visiting bands. The tolerance of 
the village to this skilled ringing has been very important. 
    Avebury ringing is part of the structure of the community and 
is part of the long tradition so much valued for    Weddings, 
Festivals and other key moments. 

Mary Davidge   
Belfry Correspondent.  Tel: 01672 513819           

 

TEL : 01793 731257  www.thewinterbourne.pub 

Open 11am  
Saturday 4th July 

 
New Opening Times  

Thursday  -  Monday  

Coffee Shop 11am  –  7pm  

Lunch 12pm  –   2pm   

Dinner  5pm  –  7pm 

 

 
Thank you for your continued Custom 

Please follow our guidelines on social distancing and use 
the sanitisers provided 

 

 

We are an independently owned business, located on the main high street, within the 
Avebury Stone Circle. With many things to offer, we are more than just a shop…. 

 
Gifts - we offer a wide range of gifts, including souvenirs, books, crystals, incense,  

clothing, jewellery and more…. 
 

Events - we host a variety of events, from book signings in the shop, workshops in the 
upstairs space and 1:1 treatments in our treatment room. All spaces are available to 

hire. Please e-mail events@hengeshop.com for more information. 
 

Book Signings - we hold various book signings within the shop with a wonderful variety 
of authors. You can view our upcoming book signings on our website. If you would like 

to hold one of your own, please contact Jane at jane@hengeshop.com. 
 

Crystal Skulls - We have the largest collection of Crystal Skulls in the area, and all are 
available to buy either in our dedicated room located within the shop, or online at 

www.hengeskulls.com 

For more information about any of the above or to 
shop online, please visit www.hengeshop.com 

 
+44(0)1672 539229 

 
avebury@hengeshop.com 

You can find both The Henge Shop & 
Henge Skulls on                           

Facebook & Instagram 

Home Cleaning 
Service 

 
Do you require a cleaner 
who you can rely on and 

is thorough and takes 
pride in her work? 

 
 

Weekly or fortnightly home cleans available. 
 

References can be provided, please get in touch to discuss  
  

Emma 
07795 355160 

Learn How To Draw And Paint 
 If you’re 5 or 85 you can begin a new life changing skill 

 Gentle patient tuition - for beginner or improvers 

 Delightful Art Studio/Classroom in a character cottage in 
Wootton Bassett 

Tel: 01793 852893 / 07940 171406 
Email: janetteharding.art@gmail.com 

CARPENTRY & PROPERTY RENOVATION 
 

Covering all aspects of property renovation and maintenance 
 

View our range of services online or call to discuss your project 
 

www.grayandamor.co.uk 
CALL (01380) 587006 

http://www.thewinterbourne.pub/
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One family learning 
for life, on a journey 

towards our potential 
 

 
Church of England, Voluntary Aided 

School 
www.kennetvalley.wilts.sch.uk 

June 2020 
GREAT NEWS! 

 
I am delighted to let you know that the 

school has been assessed as a ‘good 
school’ by Ofsted in all categories of their 
assessment, following the full inspection 
in March 2020. Due to the government’s 
COVID-19 Ofsted restrictions, we were 
not able to share this publicly until last 
month.  

This ‘good’ status is no surprise to us 
and we have been ready for this for some 
time! The report confirms that we deliver 
a high quality education for our pupils 
whilst also ensuring we meet pupil’s 
broader development needs as creative, 
caring, thoughtful and resilient citizens of 
our wider community.  
The report goes on to highlight that: 
 

 There is a broad and balanced 
curriculum that deepens pupil’s 
understanding of subjects 

 School leaders ensure that pupils’ 
leaning extends beyond the curriculum 

 Our ‘pupils are polite, courteous and co-
operative 

 The pupils feel safe and cared for 

 Pupils enjoy learning, behave well and 
take pride in their work  

 Pupils say teachers make learning 
interesting 

 Relationships are strong across the 
school 

 Pupils appreciate experiences that bring 
their learning to life 

 Leaders and governors are ambitious in 
their desire to improve the school & 
have clear and precise plans 

 There was an exceptionally high 
positive response rate from parents to 
the on-line survey 

 

This rating was achieved by the 
consistent hard work and commitment to 
our school from teachers, governors and 
parents. A real all-round team effort!  It’s 
been enormously hard not being able to 
celebrate this good news together, but 
when we are able, we will be having a 
whole school party to celebrate. This will 
be a double celebration also recognising 
our coming together again after the 
lockdown period. 

When I last updated you we had just 
entered the Covid19 lockdown period 
and we were beginning to face the 
challenges this brings to school and family 
life. This has included many parents and 
teachers juggling working from home and 
supervising school work all at the same 
time. This has taken some adjustment for 
us all. We have worked closely with the 
Wiltshire Education department in line 
with national guidance for schools to 
ensure that our pupils get the best 
available education, whilst ensuring 
everyone’s safety. There have been ups 
and downs along the way but I have been 
really impressed with what we have 
achieved in this relatively short time. 

We have provided a range of educational 
and pastoral activities and support for our 
pupils. This has included worksheets for 
our pupils with a daily schedule of work, 
including on-line resources and the use of 
our online platform ‘Seesaw’ to enable the 
sharing of the children’s work. We have 
also greatly enjoyed seeing all the fun 
activities the children have been up to! 

The teachers have been maintaining 
weekly contact with all our families and 
this has been well-received by parents and 
pupils. We can’t expect pupils to find 
working at home easy because it is so very 
different to being at school and learning as 
whole class together. The balance of work 
and play, kindness and being helpful at 
home is important to try to achieve and as 
a Headteacher and mother to a 5 year old, 
I certainly don’t underestimate the 
challenges of restricted family life at 
home.  

Lockdown has created the opportunity 
for lots of creativity and the use of multi-
media. Even though we were apart, we 

were able to create a marvelous black and 
white film of our pupils celebrating VE 
day, each one dancing a short segment to 
1940’s music. We were then filled with 
surprise and joy (and a few tears) when 
The Friends of KVS organised another 
film for the teachers to say thank you to 
us! We all miss being together at school 
terribly. 

We have been open to the children of 
keyworkers throughout this pandemic and 
are now also open to reception, year 1 and 
year 6 classes, in line with the national 
guidance. Our pupils have adapted 
brilliantly to this, with new classroom 
layouts and learning to operate in a 
bubble! Whenever possible we are 
encouraging outside learning in the fresh 
air, and the feedback from our parents is 
that the children feel safe and are happy to 
be back with us.  Of course, it remains 
difficult for the pupils and parents in our 
other classes who are at home and we are 
committed to getting the whole school 
back together as soon as possible.  
 
I do hope you are all surviving the 
restrictions to normal life without too 
much hardship. We will always be here at 
the school for all our pupils and families, 
and I also know there are lots of local 
initiatives in the Kennet Valley 
community to support each other at this 
difficult time, which is tremendous. 
 
With my very best wishes, 
 

 

Mrs Emma Russell, Headteacher. 

 
Wiltshire Council 
advice states no 
bonfires through 

the Covid 19 
pandemic. 

 
 

www.wiltshire.gov.uk/env-health-smoke-
nuisance 

 

 
 

Smoke and pollutants  
can damage health 

and aggravate other health conditions 
 
Help protect those who are vulnerable 

to these factors in our community 
Thank you for your co-operation. 

Fyield and West Overton  
Parish Council 

http://www.kennetvalley.wilts.sch.uk
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/env-health-smoke-nuisance
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/env-health-smoke-nuisance
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THE NORTH WESSEX DOWNS  
the anonymous area with features of international importance  

       
Do you REALLY know where you live? Well, did you know that if you live in the area 
bounded by Wantage, Didcot, Reading, Newbury, Basingstoke, Andover, Devizes, Calne 
and Swindon you are fortunate to be living in one of the country’s finest landscapes. In fact, 
so fine that an Act of Parliament has given it the same status and level of protection as a 
national park, like the Peak District or the New Forest. 
The North Wessex Downs is one of Britain’s 46 
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), and 
with an area of 668 square miles it is the third largest. 
However, unlike the Cotswolds or the Chilterns, both 
nearby AONB, the North Wessex Downs is for many 
people almost unknown, even when they live within 
it. And yet it contains many gems, both natural and 
man-made, some of which are internationally 
important. For instance, there are white horses carved 
into the sides of hills, Neolithic long barrows, Roman 

mosaics, castles, Civil War battlefields, over 250 Grade 1 or 11* Listed Buildings, and 15 
Registered Parks and Gardens. Let us look more closely. 

Were you aware that Silbury Hill, 39.3 m (129 ft) high, on the A4, 5 miles west of 
Marlborough, is the largest man-made 
mound in Europe? It is estimated to 
have taken some 18 million man-hours 
to build 4,500 years ago. Or that 
together with the nearby Avebury stone 
circle (and Stonehenge) it was declared 
a UNESCO World Heritage site in 1986? 
 
As well as having probably the country’s richest array of prehistoric sites, the 
North Wessex Downs is blessed with some outstanding examples of landscapes 

and biodiversity. The chalk hills, like Walbury Hill south of Inkpen and the Downs north of Marlborough, are very visible but the 
associated chalk streams are rare and need protection (see footnote 1). The North Wessex Downs also contain a rich mosaic of 
woodlands, like Savernake Forest and West Woods, pasture, heath and common land, such as at Bucklebury and Hungerford. 
Between them they support a rich and diverse array of wildlife. Next time you go for a walk you may see a flock of lapwings, 
brown hares boxing, a marbled white butterfly, green hellebore, native bluebells, meadow saxifrage, or a freshwater white-clawed 
crayfish. The chalk grassland is one of the most biologically rich and diverse habitats in the whole country. Over 40 species of 
flowering plants can be found in just one square metre of the best quality turf. But such areas are shrinking – in the 30 years since 
1968 chalk grassland has declined by 32%. 

Mankind’s interventions have taken their toll but you will be sure to find something appealing in what was built, even when 
little remains.  Take the Roman mosaic in the grounds of the equally interesting Littlecote House, near Hungerford; or the home of 
the 8th Earl and Countess of Carnarvon, Highclere Castle, south-west of Newbury, now almost universally known for its “starring” 

role in Downton Abbey; or the Kennet and Avon Canal which was snatched from abandonment 
in the 1950s, then restored, and reopened in 1990; or two “by-products” of the canal – Wilton 
Windmill and Crofton Beam Engines. The former is the only operating windmill in Wessex, 
while the latter is the world’s oldest working steam engine in its original location and still 
performing the task for which it was designed.  
But the North Wessex Downs is also very much an area where people live and work. The market 
towns of Hungerford and Marlborough lie in the centre while further away lies Lambourn, well 
known as a centre of horse racing, and Pewsey with its statue of King Alfred the Great, Anglo 
Saxon King of Wessex. In between there are dozens of picturesque villages often with historic 
churches and attractive public houses. Farmland makes up 84% of the AONB but many and 
varied are the activities that have been located here, quite often in former farm buildings. Food 
production, brewing and tourism may be unsurprising but what about publishing, classic car 
restoration, leather working, and the only place in the world where all stages of bespoke kitchen 
knives are made in the one place (in Savernake Forest)? 
In reading this article, the chances are that you have found out something new about the North 
Wessex Downs, even if you live in this amazing area. So are you now tempted to walk the 
Ridgeway or Wansdyke, or visit an attraction which you have never got around to before now, or 
search for a new plant, bird, fish or animal, or support the North Wessex Downs Landscape 

Trust? The links and books noted below will help. 
 
Notes 
Action for the River Kennet (ARK: www.riverkennet.org) is a charity set up to address the threats to the Kennet and the fragile 

plants and animals which it supports.  
Globally there are estimated to be 210 chalk streams of which 160 are in England. 
Useful web site: www.northwessexdowns.org.uk   
Helpful book: “North Wessex Downs” by Steve Davison; Robert Hale, London; 2013 
North Wessex Downs Landscape Trust is a registered charity which caters for individuals who wish to get involved in conserving 

and the enhancing the AONB:  www.nwd-landscapetrust.org.uk 
 

http://www.riverkennet.org
http://www.northwessexdowns.org.uk
http://www.nwd-landscapetrust.org.uk
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GETT 
Landscaping 

Patios, Decking, Driveways  
Fencing, Turfing, Seeding, 

Hedgecutting. 
All types of groundwork 

Contact: Tim Smith  
Mob: 07811 142390 

 
Also available Machine Hire and Driver 
Incl: 
Mini Digger Skid Steer 
Telescopic Handler 
Tractor & Implements 
Fully insured.   Phone for a free quote 

 

 
 
 

(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd 
 

SPECIALISTS IN  
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING SYSTEMS 

 

Servicing & repairs / Installation 
Landlord’s Certificates / Gas Safety Records 

 

Tel: (01793) 536871 
Email: general@austinheat.com 
Website: www.austinheat.com 

 

Trading since 1972 

2 bedroom ensuite 
self contained 
secluded barn 
conversion on 
outskirts of 
Manton available 
for holiday /short 
lets. 
Telephone  
01672 539 288 
Email 
simper@talktalk.net  

S. O. Chimney Sweeping 
Camera Survey  
Birds Nests Removed 
Fully Insured, ICS Registered 
Friendly Local Service 
Cowls Fitted 

Call Sean on 07881 206536  seanoades@hotmail.com 
www.so-chimney-sweeping.co.uk 

 

Est. 1991 D. W. Oliver Tree Services Ltd 
B.Sc.A.I.W.Sc. 

TREE PRUNING  
LANDSCAPING, WOODCHIPPING  
TREE FELLING, FORESTRY CONTRACTING  
FENCING 

Tel 01672 861310 
Mobile 07976 644706 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 
£5M INSURANCE 

Tree Surgery works carried out by qualified staff  

E-mail: info@dwoliver.com 
Web: www.dwoliver.com 

W    S  

H E A T I N G  E N G I N E E R S 
SERVICING    INSTALLATION   MAINTAINANCE 

1 Glenmore Business Centre. 

Hopton Park 

London Rd. Devizes 

SN10 2EQ 

Tel:  01380 726284 

Fax: 01380 726297 

SWIFT Services Ltd 

MOONS OVENCLEANING 
  Local – Professional - Affordable 

 
Let us do the dirty work with tender loving care of 
your oven, hob, range, Aga, microwave or extractor 
using our eco-friendly and non-caustic system 

Call now on 01672 556404  
or 07723 048436 

www.moonsovencleaning.co.uk 
The same Father/Son run business established 

 in 2003 but with a new name 

mailto:general@austinheat.com
http://www.austinheat.com
mailto:simper@talktalk.net
mailto:seanoades@hotmail.com
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ON CALL DAY & NIGHT 
01672 512444 OR 810727 
Wagon Yard London Road 
Marlborough Wiltshire  

SN8 1LH 

WELDING     BREAKDOWN 

M.O.T.S.  SERVICING  

CHALKY'S 
WORKSHOP 

Hillside Farm,  
Rhyles Lane, Lockeridge, 

TEL:  01672 861123 

Brickwork, Ceramic 
Tiling, Painting and 
Decorating, Garden 
Fencing and General Maintenance. 
 

With 30+ years of experience, there isn't 
much I haven't come across, so for a free 
quotation or simply to 'Pick my 
brain!'     Contact me:- 

5 Southfield,  

West Overton,  

Wilts, SN8 4HE 

Phone: 01672 861438 

Mobile: 07732989650 

E-mail: brianwattsbuilds@gmail.com 

Brian Watts 
 

 
Katherine Butler 

BSc (Hons) ARCS MMCA LRCC 
  

McTimoney Chiropractor 

You may benefit from Chiropractic treatment if you suffer from: 

    Back, neck and shoulder pain 

    Inability to relax 

    Joint pain including hip and knee pain from osteoarthritis 

    General aches and pains including those of joints, muscle spasms and cramp 

    Headaches arising from the neck 

    Prevention of migraine 

    Sporting aches and pains 

www.thegranaryclinic.co.uk Tel: 07833250208 
  

The Granary Clinic, Manor Farm, Avebury Trusloe, Marlborough, SN8 1QY 

Contact Tamara for more  
details & to make a booking: 

t: 07554 246877 
e: tamara@ttholistics.co.uk 

www.ttholistics.co.uk 
 

Reflexology • Aromatherapy • Massage 
Available now near Avebury 

 S. White 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
ARBORICULTURE 

All aspects of tree work undertaken 
Hedge cutting/reductions 

Stump grinding 
Planting 

Logs and Wood Chip available 
Simon-white22@hotmail.com       

Tel: 01672 861566 
Mob: 07917 353314 

EARTHWISE  
GARDEN DESIGN LTD. 

ANYA HOPE MEDLIN (MA 
Cantab) 

Qualified and experienced horticulturalist and 
garden designer offers an individual and personal 

service. 
* Complete design and build service 
* Planting plans for complete gardens or single borders 
* Restoration of neglected gardens * Consultation and plant sourcing 
* Wild gardens/personalised retreats 

 Tel/Fax 01672 861462   Mobile 07970 590674 
e-mail:-  anya.earthwise@googlemail.com 

KRM Carpentry 
City and Guilds qualified with 40 years' 

experience 

Kevin Mengham Tel : 01373 858393/ 07858079805 
krmcarpentry@outlook.com 

 Kitchens 

 Windows and doors 

 Skirtings and architraves 

 1st and 2nd fix carpentry 

 Wood flooring 

 Ceramic wall tiling 

 General property 

maintenance 

http://www.thegranaryclinic.co.uk
mailto:tamara@ttholistics.co.uk
http://www.ttholistics.co.uk
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New Memorials and 
Restorations 

All types of memorials 
Handcrafted to a high 
standard in our own 

workshops at 
Pelham Court, London Road 

Marlborough 

**FREE Quotes 
Given** 

Telephone: 516797 
martin@mjsly.co.uk 

For a free memorial 
brochure 

M J Sly 
Monumental 

Sculptor 

WHO’S WHO in the Upper Kennet Churches  
RECTOR:  REV’D MARIA SHEPHERDSON  01672 539643 
The Rectory, 27 High Street, Avebury, SN8 1RF  
Email:  revmariashepherdson@outlook.com  
If you require a priest in an emergency and are unable to contact Rev’d Maria please telephone one of the churchwardens. 
BENEFICE SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES: Mrs Elizabeth Daley  01672 539277 
       Mr Roderick Palfrey 01793 731067 
LICENSED LAY MINISTER Mrs Sibella Laing 01672 861600 sl519@cam.ac.uk 
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS Mrs Claire Stiles 01793 731620 c.j.stiles@hotmail. co.uk 
    Mr Graham Kitchen  01672 861349 graham@grahamkitchen.com> 
BENEFICE OFFICE:  Anne Robinson, Sophie Roberts (Mon-Thurs, 10am-1pm)  
Address:  The Garden Room, 62 Lockeridge, SN8 4EL 01672 861786  upperkennetchurches@gmail.com 
          Benefice Website:  www.kennet8.org.uk 
CHURCHWARDENS   Mrs Maureen Dixon 01672 539690 
AVEBURY    Mrs Sandra Hues 01672 539444     shues01@hotmail.com 
    Mrs Helen Vickers 01672 539482     brian.helen.vickers@googlemail.com 
EAST KENNETT   Mr Graham Kitchen  01672 861349  graham@grahamkitchen.com 
    Mrs Jo Snape  01672 861267   Josiesnape@aol.com 
WEST OVERTON   Mrs Susan Rogers 01672 861374  sjrogers44@gmail.com 
FYFIELD   Ms Vicky Evans  01672 861622  bixevans@gmail.com 
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Ms Penny Gold  01672 539158  goldpennygold@aol.com 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Mrs Glynis Long   01793 731398   glynislong@btopenworld.com 
    Mr Peter Barry   01793 731589    peter17.barry@gmail.com 
BROAD HINTON   Miss Sally Cartwright 01793 731050  sally.cartwright@broadhinton.org.uk 
    Mrs Gill Crabtree 07774 424125    gill.crabtree1@gmail.com 
    Mr Robert Fitzpatrick 01793 739156    rft.fitzp@gmail.com 
Benefice Council Lay Chairman  Mr Mark Wightman 01793 731452   wightman1944@btinternet.com 
 
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL SECRETARIES 
AVEBURY    Mr David Davidge  01672 513819    mail@dwdmar.plus.com 
EAST KENNETT, FYFIELD 
& WEST OVERTON   Mrs Lynne Williams 01672 861511  lynne.williams55@gmail.com  
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Mr Bill Buxton  01672 539199  bill.buxton@btinternet.com 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Mr Martin Knight 01793 731764  martin@vintry.co.uk    
BROAD HINTON   Mrs Marjorie Sykes 01793 731471  marjorie.sykes@btinternet.com 
 

MAGAZINES  
UPPER KENNET NEWS in Fyfield, West Overton, East & West Kennett, Beckhampton, Avebury Trusloe, Avebury, Winterbourne Monkton & 
Berwick Bassett: 
Editor:  David Throup, Longmynd, Lockeridge SN8 4ED  01672 861279   davidthroup@aol.com 
Please send all copy including advertising and payment to David Throup.  Final copy date 20th of each month. 
LOCAL NEWS in Uffcott, Broad Hinton & Winterbourne Bassett: 
Editor:  Liz Moakes       07776 188805  3villageslocalnews@gmail.com 
           Final copy date 20th of each month. 

K. A. Callaway. 
Great Bedwyn 

WOODSTOVES &  
CHIMNEY LININGS 

Woodstoves: many makes, new and 
second hand discounted. 

Flue lining: Stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed 
TV flue camera for internal chimney inspection.  
Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection. 
FREE site visit and advice recommended 

Tel: 01672 870619 Mobile: 0860 722646 

K. A. Gallaway - Great Bedwyn
WOODSTOVES & CHIMNEY LININGS

Woodstoves: many makes, new & second hand discounted.

Flue lining: stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed TV flue camera

for internal chimney inspection. Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection.

FREE site visit and advice recommended

TEL: 01672 870 619 MOBILE 0860 722 646

Pheasants Cottage 
Bed and Breakfast 
Linda Seeley. 31, Lower Fyfield 
Marlborough, Wilts. SN8 1PY 
Tel: 01672 861680 and 07518 281872 
enquiries@pheasantscottage.com 
www.pheasantscottage.com 

 

SHEPPARD DECORATORS 
WE CONSIDER PROJECTS OF ALL SIZES 

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR. 

CALL DARREN FOR A FRIENDLY QUOTE. 
01380 725652 07876 433655 

WWW.SHEPPARD-DECORATORS.CO.UK 

Sheppard Decorators 

 

 

S E R V I C E S  PJD 

mailto:martin@mjsly.co.uk
mailto:claire.stiles1@btinternet.com
mailto:sjrogers44@gmail.com
mailto:bixevans@gmail.com
mailto:glynislong@btopenworld.com
mailto:sally.cartwright@broadhinton.org.uk
mailto:gill.crabtree1@gmail.com
mailto:wightman1944@btinternet.com
mailto:pjdservices1@outlook.com
http://www.pjd-services.co.uk/
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Advertisers Index 
 

Company Telephone 
ABVRY Galteemore Farm     alicehues@gmail.com 07790 026363 

Art Lessons in Wootton Bassett 01793 852893  

Austin Heating 01793 536871 

Barn Conversion to let and/or holidays 01672 539288  

Brian Watts 01672 861438 

Chalky's Workshop  01672 861123 

David Oliver Tree Services 01672 861310 

Diane MacKinder 01672 512444 

Earthwise Garden Design 01672 861462 

Gett Landscaping 07811 142390 

Granary Clinic 07833 250208 

Gray & Amor Carpentry, property renovation 01380 587006 

Henge Shop Averbury 01672 539229 

Jill Sudbury 07973 951286 

K A Callaway. Woodstoves and chimneys  01672 870619 

KRM Carpentry 01373 858393 

Massage 2 Health 07789 529884 

M. Hutton. Electrical Installation and repairs 07974 433456 

M J Sly. Monumental Mason 01672 516797 

Moon’s Oven cleaning 01672 556404   

PJD Services. Garden maintenance 07469 757333 

Pheasants Cottage B&B 01672 861680  

Sean Oades Chimney Sweep 07881 206536 

Sheppard Decorators 01380 501898  

Simon White - Garden and arborcultural 01672 861566 

Spire Electrical Services 07733 104993 

The New Inn Winterbourne Monkton 01672 539793 

TT Holistics 07554 246877 

Wiltshir Robotic Mowers 01672 861016 

W.S. Swift 01380 726284 

 

Spire electrical services 

For all electrical installation work  
Testing, certification and repairs  

Domestic, Commercial & Agricultural. 

 

All work guaranteed for 5 years 

Mark Briffitt 07733104993 
Berwick Bassett 01793 739153  

Over 30 years experience 

Spireelectricalservices@outlook.com 

 

mailto:Spireelectricalservices@outlook.com
mailto:info@wiltshireroboticmowers.co.uk
http://wiltshireroboticmowers.co.uk

