
www.upperkennetnews.co.uk     

 

I came across the January edition of this magazine doing a clear-
out last week and had a quiet laugh: the article began with a 
reference to having 20:20 vision.  Here we are six months into this 
year and I believe I can state with confidence that none of us quite 
imagined the reality of these past few months.  I also believe I can 
equally state that we cannot predict with any accuracy what the 
remaining six months of the year will bring.  Much speculation, a 
lot of uncertainty and what seems to be daily changing of the 
goalposts of what we know, how we live, and what we might 
expect of the future.  We have, all of us, found it hard going at 
times, and we will again as the months pass and we come to grips 
with a new ‘normal’.  All we can do is make the best of the now, if 
we can. 

Before I tell you the tale of two wolves, I’d like to acknowledge 
that for all of us, no matter how upbeat, no matter how glass half 
full, there have been many aspects of this lockdown that have been 
painful.  All of us have wrestled with our responses, some more 
than others, and particularly those who have been bereaved or ill, 
unable to see or hold loved ones at the end or have suffered quietly 
behind closed doors other pressures in strained and loveless 
relationships.  

So - wolves.  According to Native American tradition within us 
we have two wolves.  One wolf is anger, envy, sorrow, regret, 
greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority, false 
pride, superiority, and ego.  The other is joy, peace, hope, serenity, 
humility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosity, truth, 
compassion, and faith.  The wolf you feed most is the wolf that 
will win and take over and shadow your days. 

Our thoughts can be our own worst enemy at times of uncertainty 
and crises - and fear of the unknown often makes us retreat further 
into thinking worst-case scenarios and feeding the wrong wolf, 
becoming anxious and afraid, defensive and isolated.  Perhaps as 
we encounter each new unknown and as we come out of lockdown 
and test the waters of a new normal we might find it useful to think 
of it as feeding wolves.  Which wolf would you like to see grow 
big and strong with a glossy coat?  

Let us deliberately bring to mind the ones who have shone 
brightly with the characteristics of the good wolf, working 
tirelessly, and giving generously, caring for stranger and 
neighbour.  You all know someone who is like this.  Stop a 
moment and say ‘thank you’ for them.  Spend a moment or two 
just ‘being’ - and being grateful for even the smallest thing that has 
brought you a glimmer of joy in these past weeks.  And in the days 
to come choose to feed the right wolf inside you to help you cope 
with the uncertainty of this year. 

View from the Rectory 
 

Kennet Valley Lottery Club 

draw winners   
£100   Number 45  John Evans 
£75   Number   40  Michael Russell 
£50   Number   76  Maggie Cameron 

(Some winners prefer that their names were not 
published, in which case we just state the winning 
numbers) 

If you would like to join the lottery, ring  
David Snape on 01672 861267 or email: 

davidwsnape@aol.com 
Another way to support our churches at West 

Overton, Fyfield and East Kennett  

100 Club 
Draw Results for May 

 

(some winners prefer that their names are not published) 
If you would like to join the lottery ring Richard Nutt 

on 01672539611 or email richard@184systems.com 
Your way to help support the churches of Winterbourne 

Monkton and Berwick Bassett 
Lottery is licensed by Wiltshire Council 

Published by Fyfield, West 
Overton and East Kennett  
Parochial Church Council for 
the Upper Kennet Benefice 
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Grant success to  
help in crisis 

The Fyfield and West Overton Parish Council has 
been  successful in obtaining a grant of £2,500 from 
the Scottish & Southern Electricity Networks 
Resilient Communities Fund to support the local 
community response to Covid 19. The Parish 
Council and the Upper Kennet Benefice will use the 
grant for the crisis appeal fund and to assist with 
volunteer fuel costs. 

Views from the Kennet Valley 
Calendar 2021 

The calendar for 2020 has been very successful in 
helping to raise funds for our churches – thank you 
to everybody who supported us. 
As the year progresses please send to me any photos 
that you have taken, or may take over the next few 
months, so that we can build up a good cross section 
to choose from when we plan the 2021 edition in 
October. 
Graham Kitchen email: 
graham@grahamkitchen.com. 01672 861798  

To help us comply with the rules on staying safe  we are extremely 

grateful to  

Ron Collier of R and J News 
 for volunteering to deliver this magazine to the  community as part of 

his daily rounds. 

Please email editor@upperkennetnews.co.uk if you have any 

additional delivery requirements and we will do our best to safely 

fulfil them. 

1st £50.00 95 Barry Jago 
2nd £37.50 32 Brian Sterry 
3rd £25.00 30 Wendy Bowring 
4th £12.50 17 Margaret Gutherson 

mailto:graham@grahamkitchen.com
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UPPER KENNET CHURCHES SERVICES 

TALKING 
TUESDAYS  

For those of you missing our 
regular get togethers and anyone 
else out there wanting to gather 

‘virtually’ with a coffee or 
something stronger … 

Why not give one of these sessions a go?  
Courtesy of Zoom - for a link email 
revmariashepherdson@outlook.com 

Log in 10 minutes before the start of the session.  
 
June 2nd, 7.30pm - God and the Internet  
How can we use the new tools like Zoom etc to 
share the love of God? What do we miss about being 
unable to gather together physically?  
Have there been unexpected blessings?  And what 
next for us as a church? 

 
June 16th, 7.30pm  
This year would have marked the 5th anniversary for 
the Hiroshima Peace Flame in Avebury and we had 
so much planned, all now impossible!  
Join us instead for an evening of music, poetry 
sharing and prayer, online  
(unless the restrictions are lifted further and we can 
manage the Rectory garden!) and celebrate with joy 
the Love that is God. 

7 June – Gold or White 
Trinity Sunday 
Isaiah 40.12-17, 27-end 
Psalm 8 
2 Corinthians 13.11-end 
Matthew 28.16-20 
 
14 June – Green 
Trinity 1 
Genesis 18.1-15 
Psalm 116.1, 10-17 [or 116.9
-17] 
Romans 5.1-8 
Matthew 9.35-10.8 [9-23] 
 
21 June – Green 
Trinity 2 
Genesis 21.8-21 
Psalm 86.1-10, 16-end [or 
86.1-10] 
Romans 6.1b-11 
Matthew 10.24-39 

28 June – Green 
Trinity 3 
Genesis 22.1-14 
Psalm 13 
Romans 6.12-end 
Matthew 10.40-end 
 
5 July – Green 
Trinity 4 
Genesis 24.34-38, 42-49, 58-
end 
Psalm 45.10-end 
Romans 7.15-25a 
Matthew 11.16-19, 25-end 

Readings 

Upper Kennet Benefice 
Sunday and Daily 
Services during  

Covid-19 Lockdown 
Courtesy of Zoom- for a link email 

revmariashepherdson@outlook.com 
Log in any time from 20 mins before the 

start of the service 
ALL welcome especially those unable to 

access services at their own ‘ home’ 
church wishing to join in with the 
worshippers of the Upper Kennet 

Benefice rapidly coming to grips with technology! 

Morning Prayer in the Celtic Tradition  
                        Daily 8.30am EXCEPT Wednesday 

A short gentle service to begin the day- why not have 
your breakfast at the same time? 

Midweek Celtic Communion  
10.30 am Wednesday 

Gentle, contemplative, with Taize chants, and space to 
‘be’ with God 

Sunday Services 10:30 am with music, hymns, readings 
etc 
PLEASE NOTE: if we are still in lockdown for the 

festivals of Ascension, Pentecost and Trinity Sunday 

additional ‘Special’ services will take place- Please 
watch the website for details www.kennet8.org.uk 

In light of the current situation with 
COVID-19, Prospect Hospice is having 
to look at new ways to deliver its services, 
postpone or cancel all fundraising 
activity and close its shops. This means 

they are still spending money but vital income is not coming in. 
During this difficult time, Prospect Hospice is continuing to provide 
specialist end of life care for people in most need however most of 
their income is now under serious threat. Without it, they won’t be 
able to provide care to patients and those important to them.  
 
They will shortly be launching a fundraising appeal to try and 
generate some much needed income and encourage local 
communities to get involved with some virtual fundraising activities. 
If you would like more information, please visit www.prospect-
hospice.net where you will soon be able to find out more about the 
appeal and how Prospect Hospice are adapting to the current 
climate. The website will be updated regularly and you can also can 
find out more about virtual events and activities you can be involved 
in to raise funds for our local hospice. 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

under CC BY-NC 

mailto:revmariashepherdson@outlook.com
mailto:revmariashepherdson@outlook.com
http://www.kennet8.org.uk
http://www.prospect-hospice.net
http://www.prospect-hospice.net
http://grantgoddess.blogspot.com/2010/12/think-positively-and-make-it-happen.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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 Statement from the Fyfield and 
West Overton Parish Council and 

Rector of the Upper Kennet 
Benefice 

22
nd

 May 2020 
 

We are all living through unprecedented and frightening times 
with understandable concerns about our health, livelihood and how to 
best protect our families. The recent arrival of travellers on the 
Kennet Valley Hall playing field has added to these anxieties and 
fuelled concerns about other travellers in the area. This letter is 
intended to address issues that have arisen and encourage the 
community to work co-operatively and kindly, with real 
understanding, for the good of all. 
As you are aware the Rector, Church members and Parish Council 
has been very pro -active in supporting the community from the start 
of the Covid crisis. We hold weekly zoom meetings with an 
emergency response team where we review the current status of our 
response and actively manage the risks. Reverend Maria 
Shepherdson reports and advises on the Pastoral support being 
provided for those who are most vulnerable. This includes the 
Travellers, regulars or passing through, some of whom are known to 
her and with whom she has a good relationship.  

The view taken by our emergency action group is if travellers are 
causing no harm or disturbance, we should let them be as they, like 
the rest of us, are concerned about contracting Covid 19 by joining a 
larger encampment. Most of the groups are in isolated locations well 
away from our villages and we have had no adverse reports about 
their behaviour and do not see them as a nuisance. Kindness and 
understanding is the approach we as a community should be 
encouraging, as is the fostering of understanding and challenging 
stereotyping and the use of discriminatory language/ racist abuse, 
particularly on social media.  

Sadly, as a result in part of biased documentaries, the travelling 
community is often stereotyped and labelled. If you were to believe 
all the negative media stereotypes you would think all Travellers are 
lawless, dirty and never to be trusted. This is far from being the case. 
These days 70% Gypsies and Travellers live in houses and another 
25% live on council run and private caravan sites. These people 
work, pay taxes and Council Tax just like everyone else. 

 A small minority are homeless and live a precarious existence on 
the roadside being frequently moved on and often racially abused and 
threatened by local people, who themselves are fearful.  Statistically 
nationally there are lower crime rates around permanent Traveller 
sites than many of our villages. A few give the majority a very bad 
name, making it hard for villagers to welcome, understand and accept 
nomads who live differently to the rest of the world.  

If we are prepared to accept Travellers for who they are and make 
the effort to get to know them we will find that they are welcoming 
open-hearted people. Travellers have received abuse, discrimination 
and racism for over 500 years and as a result may well stereotype us 
as being the same as others they have encountered. The main thing is 
to engage with them as you would with anyone else and avoid 
stereotyping those living quietly and gently in our midst at this 
dreadful time. 
It takes time and patience on both sides to change our approaches and 
we understand that some individuals may not behave in a way that is 
acceptable and ask that you simply follow the same procedure you 
would for someone local if they were making loud noise, intruding 
on your property or fly tipping e.g.  inform the Council, Police etc. 
 

Sarah Nichols, Chair Fyfield and West Overton Parish Council 
Reverend Maria Shepherdson, Rector of Upper Kennet Benefice 

 

Ewart Holmes,  
an appreciation from the  

Avebury Society 

Ewart, who died at home in Avebury on 30th April 2020, 
was elected Chairman of the Avebury Society at its 
foundation in 1994 and served the Society in that position 
until 2002 and again more recently, being its Vice-chairman 
for many of the years in between. He and his family moved 
to Avebury in the late eighties from Marlborough where 
Ewart had chaired the Marlborough Civic Society. 

A highly respected architect and town planner, Ewart took 
on the role of Chair while working as Town Planner and 
Conservation Officer for Swindon Borough Council, 
following previous wide experience in private practice as an 
architect, new town and local authority work, the production 
of development plans, and the conservation of buildings, 
townscapes and the countryside.  

Evidence of his architectural and design skills can be 
found not just in Swindon but in many buildings and homes 
in Avebury, Ogbourne, Marlborough, Bristol and France.  

His knowledge, talents, insights and expertise could not 
have been more appropriate for and helpful to our Civic 
Society. He had taken a leading role for the Society during 
the development of the Avebury Local Plan (1992) and 
worked on our responses to later local and county plans, the 
Avebury Conservation Area Statement, and the successive 
National Trust plans and World Heritage Site Management 
Plans produced over the years. Skilled at visualising the 
bigger picture as well as being able to hone in on fine detail, 
Ewart appeared for the Society at Public Inquiries into A303 
developments and the new visitor-centre at Stonehenge, 
always conscious of the potential impact on Avebury of 
major developments in the other half of our World Heritage 
Site. In the last few months, he has written to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer about the A303, and he advised on a letter 
from the Society to welcome Keir Starmer in his new post 
just days before he died.  

Ewart also responded for the Society, when appropriate, to 
planning applications within the Avebury area, often making 
valuable suggestions for improvements which were then 
implemented. Ewart’s expertise, good humour and gently 
persuasive approach will be greatly missed, not only by the 
Society and his many friends but also by the many others 
with whom he worked.  His enthusiasm for our Society and 
its role was infectious. His judgement was highly respected, 
especially his understanding of the importance of keeping in 
touch with and involving others and working together for 
mutual benefit in community concerns.  

His loss will be keenly felt, not just by the Avebury 
Society, his family and his friends, but by all those concerned 
with the well-being and protection of the village and the 
World Heritage Site. 

Stephen Thomas (Acting Chairman) Sue Rogers (Hon Sec) 
and the Committee of the Avebury Society. 
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Don’t delay 
seeking medical 
help because of 

coronavirus 
 
People living in Wiltshire are being 

advised not to let worries about 
coronavirus stop them asking for medical 
help for themselves or their children if 
they become ill, have a serious accident 
or have a concern about their health.  

They are also being warned that not 
seeking medical help for symptoms that 
could be the early warning signs of 
serious conditions such as cancer could 
be putting lives at risk. 

The warning comes as new data shows 
a considerable drop in the number of 
people coming forward to ask their GP 
for help and advice during the 
coronavirus outbreak. 

Recent statistics show that, in Bath 
alone, the total number of weekly 
referrals from GPs to the Royal United 
Hospital have fallen from around 2,000 at 
the beginning of March to 300 at the end 
of April. 

In Swindon, the average number of 
patients being sent by their GP to the 
Great Western Hospital for further 
investigations into symptoms that suggest 
cancer each week has dropped by more 
than 200 to 80. 

Dr Ruth Grabham, Medical Director at 
BaNES, Swindon and Wiltshire CCG, 
said the statistics made for worrying 
reading because the drop in numbers  “is 
not because people are not experiencing 
symptoms.” 

“While it may seem that coronavirus 
has put a stop to most aspects of 
everyday life, the one thing it hasn’t 
stopped is what’s going on inside our 
bodies,” she says. “Now more than ever, 
we need to pay attention to anything that 
isn’t normal and seek help early on. 

“For example, if you notice blood when 
going to the toilet, or if you’ve found a 
lump that wasn’t there previously, or if 
you’ve just noticed something odd that is 
causing you to worry, you need to speak 
to your GP. 

“Should the symptom be the early 
warning sign of something serious like 
cancer, that delay in seeking help could 
have serious implications for how 
successful possible treatments may be.” 

Although GP practices across the 
region have adopted new ways of 
working, such as establishing isolated 
clinics for potential coronavirus patients, 
the practices themselves are still open to 
offer care, treatment, advice and peace-of
-mind. 

The same also goes for emergency 
departments at the three hospitals in 
Bath, Swindon and Salisbury, all of 
which continue to be open 24 hours a day 
for people with a genuine and life-
threatening health concern. 

Additionally, all healthcare facilities in 
the region, as well as those elsewhere in 
the country, have put in place stringent 
infection control measures to ensure that 
the risk of contracting coronavirus while 
visiting a hospital or GP surgery remains 
low. 

Details of which services continue to open, as 
well as how to get in contact, can be found online 
by visiting www.bswccg.nhs.uk 

For information about local hospital services 
visit https://www.ruh.nhs.uk/, www.gwh.nhs.uk 
or www.salisbury.nhs.uk  

Further information on how to stay well 
throughout the coronavirus outbreak can be found 
at www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19. 

AVEBURY PARISH 
COUNCIL 

Headlines from Avebury Parish 
Council’s meeting  

on 5 May 2020 
This month’s parish council meeting was 
open to the public as usual but unusually 
held virtually by Skype.    
National Trust update: We received a 
written report about COVID-19 
countermeasures and solstice planning and 
this forms part of the minutes of our 
meeting. 
Traffic calming: We agreed that we 
should lobby for implementation as soon as 
funds permit of the recently agreed schemes 
for Beckhampton and West Kennett. We 
heard that opposition from Broad Hinton 

Parish Council had prevented 
Marlborough’s Community Area Transport 
Group at its March meeting from accepting 
Atkins’ proposals to reduce speed limits on 
the A4361 between Beckhampton and 
Wroughton. A further attempt to secure 
agreement will be made at the meeting in 
June. 
Solstice: We discussed community 
concerns about events in and around 
Avebury at a time of lockdown and agreed 
to express them at a multi-stakeholder 
planning meeting called by the police and 
the National Trust for 12 May. 
Local issues: We agreed to repor t 
pumping station issues to Thames Water. 
We decided to try to chivvy BT into 
honouring its commitment to refurbish its 
increasingly decrepit telephone box at the 

West Kennett layby, from which only 
emergency calls may be made. We will 
invite our parish steward to strim footpaths 
on one of his occasional monthly half-days 
in the parish.   
Village Meeting: We agreed to reschedule 
the meeting, which had been planned for 29 
April, for a Saturday evening in October.  
Date of next meeting: 2 June at 19h30 by 
Skype. We want residents wishing to 
participate in this meeting to be able to do 
so. Please ask a councillor or let me know 
by email stephenstacey.apc@btinternet.com 
and we will guide you onto the connection.  
Draft minutes of this meeting may be 

found on the Avebury Parish Council 

website. 

Avebury 
Community 

Shop 

Shop Phone Number:   
01672 539200  

Revised Opening Hours  
10am – 4pm every day 

 
Changes to Opening Hours  
Shop Closed 20th and 21st June. 

We are sorry but we are going to close 
the shop on Saturday 20th and Sunday 
21st June.   We hope that this does not 
cause inconvenience to anyone. 
We are also keeping our opening hours 
under review during the Pandemic.   If 
we are concerned about large numbers of 
visitors in the village, especially at 
weekends, we may be forced to close at 

short notice in order to protect our staff, 
volunteers and the local community. 

 
Thank you  

From everyone in the community we 
would like to thank all our volunteers and 
staff for keeping the shop open during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
Thank you to all the new volunteers who 
have come forward to help the shop 
recently.   We are still looking for new 
volunteers.   If you would like to help, 
please contact the shop on 01672 539200. 
Thanks to Adam Lomas for building a 
screen in front of our till to protect our 
volunteers. 

 
Stock availability 

Thank you to our managers for doing an 
amazing job of keeping the shop stocked 
with essential items.  They manage to 

find items which the supermarkets are 
often short of such as flour, pasta and 
eggs. 

 
Extension of Free Delivery Service 

Avebury Community shop will be 
providing a FREE delivery service of 
food and other essentials to anyone in our 
community who is in self isolation due to 
the Coronavirus.   This is an extension of 
the service we already provide to the 
elderly and others in our community who 
are unable to get to the shop. 
Please call 01672 539200 to arrange a 
delivery.    We would prefer payment by 
card, but can accept cash on delivery if 
necessary. 

Michele Lomas  
(Chair of Avebury Community Shop) 

http://www.bswccg.nhs.uk
https://www.ruh.nhs.uk/
http://www.gwh.nhs.uk
http://www.salisbury.nhs.uk
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19
mailto:stephenstacey.apc@btinternet.com
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Avebury Sports & Social Club 
 Update from the Committee 

 
The enforced closure of the Avebury Sports & Social Club in 

March as a result of the COVID–19 lockdown has hit the club 
hard financially, with a number of events, bookings, and all 
regular activities since then sadly cancelled or postponed until 
further notice. 

Better times are without doubt on their way, though, and we 
have been delighted by the number of members of the community 
who have come forward and joined the Club as members. This is 
not only a welcome gesture of solidarity, but also an important 
financial contribution in a time of real distress everywhere. 

We are determined to come out of this crisis stronger then we 
went in, and hope to achieve this not only by increasing the 
number of members, but also by continuing to progress our 
project to improve the Club facilities, for which we were 
delighted to receive planning consent at the beginning of April. 

The new facilities will, we hope, include a new kitchen area, 
disabled W.C. facilities, and an enlargement of the Members Bar 
area to give a view out over the sportsfield, which we continue to 
maintain under lockdown, along with our colleagues from the 
Cricket Club and Community Orchard Group.  

Outside of this, we also been working on a long-term goal to 
resurface our very tired-looking car park, and were delighted to 
receive a grant from the Landfill Communities Fund, 
administered by Community First and Hills Waste Solutions, 
towards this important project.  

We are very keen to continue to grow our membership, and 
would be very grateful if any and all readers of this newsletter 
could sign up to become members if they have not already done 
so. Membership costs just £10 per year, and (once we are 
reopened for business) will include a free evening booking of the 
club on a mutually convenient date in the future. 

Anyone interested in joining should send an email to 
aveburyaop@gmail.com, or call or send a text message to the 
Chairman on 07961316173.  

We would like to extend our love and best wishes to the whole 
community, to all of our members, and we look forward to 
meeting up again at some point in the future. 

The Avebury Sports & Social Club Managing Committee 

  BEEF & PORK 
FILLET, SIRLOIN, RUMP, BAVETTE 

TOPSIDE, SILVERSIDE 
MINCE & STEWING (3KG FOR £20) 

SAUSAGES (3 PACKS FOR £10) 
GLUTEN FREE BANGERS & BURGERS 

AVAILABLE NOW 
FROM GALTEEMORE FARM, SN8 1QJ 

COME AND VISIT THE PIGLETS & LAMBS 
ON THE FARM WHEN YOU 

COLLECT YOUR ORDER 
ENQUIRIES ALICEHUES@GMAIL.COM 

07790026363 
@PUMPHOUSEAVEBURY 

A B V R Y  
 

N E W S  

 
 

National Trust News 
 

 
 

It’s hard to believe that another month has flown by since 
our last community update in the Upper Kennet News. 
Lockdown seems to re-define the concept of time, merging 
days into weeks and weeks into months, making it difficult to 
remember what day of the week or even month of the year we 
are in.  

So, it is not surprising that many of us welcome the gradual 
relaxation of lockdown restrictions and the start of getting 
back to some level of ‘new normality’. 

For us at the National Trust, as for many other 
organisations, this means entering completely new territory 
and doing something we have never done in the 125 years of 
our existence; re-opening the doors to our dormant properties. 
Closing properties down more than two months ago, although 
heart-breaking, was a relatively straight-forward process, 
given the same instructions applied for every site across the 
Trust. Opening up again is a whole different ballgame.  

Our focus throughout this has been to closely follow 
government guidance and, above everything else, to prioritise 
the safety of people – the local community, our staff, 
volunteers and visitors - in all our decisions.  

We had to balance our core charitable purpose of providing 
people with open space, nature and fresh air, with concerns of 
local communities about being inundated with visitors, in 
villages where strict social distancing measures are difficult to 
observe.  

Across the Trust we have made a decision to start by 
gradually re-opening some car parks at some of our 
countryside sites, using a booking system where appropriate. 
Other elements of our offer, such as parks or gardens, are 
expected to follow (at the time of writing this) once 
government guidance allows and safety can be assured.  

We have looked in great detail, and in close consultation 
with the local community, at what this means for Avebury, the 
main visitor site in our portfolio. What became very clear very 
quickly is that opening any elements of our offer at Avebury 
in a safe way and without any negative impact on the village 
would be very challenging in this early stage of lockdown 
relaxation. 

With the same principle in mind, we have also recently 
confirmed, after consulting widely with our partners, that we 
will not be welcoming visitors to either Avebury or our land 
across the Stonehenge Landscape for this year’s Summer 
Solstice. We will be issuing a special community newsletter 
nearer the time to provide more information about what this 
will mean in detail.  

Once Solstice has passed, we will start looking at when we 
might be able to gradually and safely welcome some visitors 
back to Avebury and will once again be able to share this 
amazing place with others. In the meantime, we will continue 
to work with our remaining small team of staff to look after 
Avebury and our other sites in the portfolio 7 days a week and 
to carry out the essential tasks to ensure that our properties 
remain safe, secure and compliant. Please give them a smile 

when you see them   
To get in touch please contact us on 01672 539250 or email 

avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk; we always love to hear from 
you.  

mailto:avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk
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End of life specialists launch 
appeal for support  

during Covid-19 pandemic 
 

The Coronavirus pandemic has affected the nation in different 
ways but one area that has been hit harder than most is the charity 
sector. 

For local charity Prospect Hospice, demand for services is 
increasing while, at the same time, vital funding dried up 
overnight. The charity continues to deliver essential specialist end 
of life care to local people, but is now struggling to find the funds 
to do this. 

To combat this, the charity is launching an appeal to raise 
£2million to ensure its crucial services continue during this time 
and in the months and years to come. 

Irene Watkins, chief executive of Prospect Hospice, said:  “The 
hospice is still supporting this community, but to respond to the 
current needs for Covid-19 we have had to dramatically change 
and increase the size and scope of our services.  

“This means we are supporting people in their homes on a scale 
of operation we have never attempted before, we’ve re-deployed 
staff to ensure that our skills are used in the best possible way and 
we’ve invested heavily in PPE to protect our key workers, our 
patients and their families.” 

As a local independent charity, Prospect Hospice depends on 
nearly three quarters of its income to come from local people but 
since the end of March, many fundraising events have needed to 
be cancelled and all hospice shops  have closed meaning the 
traditional ways people used to support the hospice are no longer 
available. 

Talking about funding of the hospice at this time, Ms Watkins 
said: “As you’d expect, we have cut costs wherever we can, and 
the Government recently committed £200 million to support 
hospices across the country. From this Prospect Hospice has 
received an allocation of £341,000, which we welcome, however, 
in the current climate, we calculate that over the coming six 
months the shortfall from lost income will mean that we will still 
need to raise a further £2 million to deliver the hospice service. 
This I know is a big number but we simply must raise it.” 

Care from the hospice is delivered free of charge to patients in 
the Swindon and north east Wiltshire area but the hospice incurs 
large costs in order to do this and, during the Covid-19 period, it 
is costing the hospice £17,197 a day to run all of its services. 

Broken down, it costs around £26 per day to fuel a nurses car so 
they can visit patients in their own homes, around £177 will pay 
for all of the specialist medical supplies and equipment that we 
need to care for a patient, and the average cost of a single person 
cared for at this time is around £601. 

Prospect Hospice has been part of the local community for 40 
years but it now needs your help to be here for the next 40. 

To donate and support Prospect Hospice, visit www.prospect-
hospice.net/donate.  

 

 

We are an independently owned business, located on the main high street, within the 
Avebury Stone Circle. With many things to offer, we are more than just a shop…. 

 
Gifts - we offer a wide range of gifts, including souvenirs, books, crystals, incense,  

clothing, jewellery and more…. 
 

Events - we host a variety of events, from book signings in the shop, workshops in the 
upstairs space and 1:1 treatments in our treatment room. All spaces are available to 

hire. Please e-mail events@hengeshop.com for more information. 
 

Book Signings - we hold various book signings within the shop with a wonderful variety 
of authors. You can view our upcoming book signings on our website. If you would like 

to hold one of your own, please contact Jane at jane@hengeshop.com. 
 

Crystal Skulls - We have the largest collection of Crystal Skulls in the area, and all are 
available to buy either in our dedicated room located within the shop, or online at 

www.hengeskulls.com 

For more information about any of the above or to 
shop online, please visit www.hengeshop.com 

 
+44(0)1672 539229 

 
avebury@hengeshop.com 

You can find both The Henge Shop & 
Henge Skulls on                           

Facebook & Instagram 

Home Cleaning 
Service 

 
Do you require a cleaner 
who you can rely on and 

is thorough and takes 
pride in her work? 

 
 

Weekly or fortnightly home cleans available. 
 

References can be provided, please get in touch to discuss  
  

Emma 
07795 355160 

Are you or someone you know self-
isolating and not having regular 
social contact?   
  
Age UK are offering ‘reassurance’ 
social telephone calls to older 

people from one of their friendly volunteers for a temporary 
period. If you would like to receive a call or you know someone 
who would benefit, please get in touch with them. 
  
Telephone: 0808 196 2424 
Email: enquiries@ageukwiltshire.org.uk 

Learn How To Draw And Paint 
 If you’re 5 or 85 you can begin a new life changing skill 

 Gentle patient tuition - for beginner or improvers 

 Delightful Art Studio/Classroom in a character cottage in 
Wootton Bassett 

Tel: 01793 852893 / 07940 171406 
Email: janetteharding.art@gmail.com 

http://www.prospect-hospice.net/donate
http://www.prospect-hospice.net/donate
mailto:enquiries@ageukwiltshire.org.uk
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News from the Tower 
As bell ringing is not allowed, due to the corona virus, the tower news will be a 

little different and these thoughts for June are from Andy Miller who attends our 
practices and rings for services when he is not on duty at his own church.  He is 
very much part of our band. 

Lockdown is getting to be beyond a joke, but, even though our bells are silent, 
the ringers are not entirely bereft. 

Although right now we are not allowed to express mourning or jubilation for 
the whole village, or call the faithful to worship, the social side of our intriguing 
activity has not stopped.  Getting together with Zoom and a glass or two of wine 
means continuing with this vital aspect. 

Things WILL get better, we just don’t know when: we are already looking 
forward to resuming normal Tuesday practice evenings, developing individual 
technical skills in good company. 

We could worry, of course, that we’ll be just a bit rusty, but never mind, 
bringing people on from raw beginner is a part of every practice session.   We 
are lucky to have such good teachers. 

Meanwhile, how to ring while coping with the virus?  There is some head 
scratching going on:  bell ringing can be the opposite of social distancing - fresh 
routines will be needed in ringing chambers, both at Avebury and across the 
land.  Fortunately, our national association has senior doctors amongst its 
membership; we shall get good advice.   Andy Miller 

 
Mary Davidge   

Belfry Correspondent.  Tel: 01672 513819           

Fyfield & West Overton  
Parish Council 

 
Parish Council Meetings 
Following recent Government guidelines and a 
change in the law The Parish Council are 
currently trialling Zoom as a method of holding 
Parish Council meetings. 
The meetings will be advertised in the usual 
way on both the notice boards and the new 
website fwoparishcouncil.org.uk.  The agenda 
will include details of how to join the meeting 
remotely but we would kindly request any 
parishioners wishing to attend register their 
interest with the Clerk prior to the start of the 
meeting. 
Please also be aware the meetings may be 
recorded. 
A draft protocol for remote meetings can be 
found on the website which provides a further 
insight as to how the meetings are likely to run. 
This is a huge learning curve for all and 
especially those of us who are not particularly 
technologically minded, it is possible there will 
be hiccups along the way so please do bare with 
us! 
 
Covid 19 Local Support 
Please keep an eye on the website for updates 
and do get in touch if you require assistance. 
 

Sophie Roberts 
Parish Clerk 

Parishclerk.fyfield@gmail.com 

MONKTON/BERWICK 
‘LOCKDOWN’ ACTIVITES 

The volunteers are doing a grand job in getting food and medicines to those self
- isolating – a grateful thanks to them. 3 Coronavirus bulletins have been 
distributed around the villages giving contact details and relevant information.  
The village Whatsapp is keeping everyone informed and amused and is a great 

forum for advertising and sharing.  One first success were 
the orders for face masks.  Jill kindly volunteered to make 
face masks with a suggested donation of £2 for the church.  
Her masks are now being modelled as far distant as Oxford 
and Coate!  In all she made over 60 and raised some £130 
for the Church mower appeal. Other generous donations 

from residents and families of those resting in our churchyard ensured we raised 
sufficient money to pay for the new mower, which is now doing a grand job and 
much appreciated by our mower volunteers. 
The Village Plant Stall is up and running outside the New Inn Pub and money 

raised from this donation stall will go towards the church.  So far over £100 has 
been donated and as we move into bedding plant and produce time we hope it 
will continue for several more weeks, despite the garden centres reopening.  
Thank you to all those donators and donates! 
Our VE Day celebrations were muted but fun.  

Several households had gone to great trouble to hang 
out impressive bunting and flags and 1945 mementos, 
which residents were invited to admire during their 
daily exercise period. The 2 minute silence at 11 was 
followed by a 2 minute noise (bells, car horns and 
whistles).  “Take away Teas” were provided from the 
New Inn with individual boxes including finger 

sandwiches, cream scone and 2 slices of different 
cake. Huge thanks to the Pearce sandwich makers, 
Sheila who baked and baked and baked and Ben, 
Cody and Angela who boxed and coordinated 
distribution. Everyone donated very generously and 
the 60+ teas raised over £355 which will be divided 
between Combat Stress and Monkton Church. Teas 
were enjoyed in Berwick Bassett and Avebury too. 
How anyone managed to eat the New Inn’s delicious 
take away evening meal as well defeats me!  

Thanks to everyone for their noisy support of the NHS, care and essential 

workers. 

Spire electrical services 

For all electrical installation work  
Testing, certification and repairs  

Domestic, Commercial & Agricultural. 

 

All work guaranteed for 5 years 

Mark Briffitt 07733104993 
Berwick Bassett 01793 739153  

Over 30 years experience 

Spireelectricalservices@outlook.com 

file:///C:/Users/david/AppData/Local/Packages/microsoft.windowscommunicationsapps_8wekyb3d8bbwe/LocalState/Files/S0/15495/Attachments/fwoparishcouncil.org.uk
mailto:Parishclerk.fyfield@gmail.com
mailto:Spireelectricalservices@outlook.com
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Vegetarian or Chicken Korma GF £4.50 / 6.50 

 
 
Beef Madras GF £6.50 

 
 
Sag Aloo (Side or Main) GF £2.60 / £4.50 

 

naan. Additional sides available at 20p each. 
 
Vegetable or Beef Chilli GF £3 / £4 

 

Grated mature cheddar or extra sour cream at 20p each. 
 
Gourmet Beef Burger £6.50 

 
 
Chilli Cheese Fries GF £4 

 
 
Children's Chicken Nuggets or Fish Fingers £3.50 

 
 
Sides 

 

 
 
Fancy Something Sweet? £3.50 

 

Inn will match and this will be donated instead. 
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GETT 
Landscaping 

Patios, Decking, Driveways  
Fencing, Turfing, Seeding, 

Hedgecutting. 
All types of groundwork 

Contact: Tim Smith  
Mob: 07811 142390 

 
Also available Machine Hire and Driver 
Incl: 
Mini Digger Skid Steer 
Telescopic Handler 
Tractor & Implements 
Fully insured.   Phone for a free quote 

 

 
 
 

(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd 
 

SPECIALISTS IN  
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING SYSTEMS 

 

Servicing & repairs / Installation 
Landlord’s Certificates / Gas Safety Records 

 

Tel: (01793) 536871 
Email: general@austinheat.com 
Website: www.austinheat.com 

 

Trading since 1972 

2 bedroom ensuite 
self contained 
secluded barn 
conversion on 
outskirts of 
Manton available 
for holiday /short 
lets. 
Telephone  
01672 539 288 
Email 
simper@talktalk.net  

S. O. Chimney Sweeping 
Camera Survey  
Birds Nests Removed 
Fully Insured, ICS Registered 
Friendly Local Service 
Cowls Fitted 

Call Sean on 07881 206536  seanoades@hotmail.com 
www.so-chimney-sweeping.co.uk 

 

Est. 1991 D. W. Oliver Tree Services Ltd 
B.Sc.A.I.W.Sc. 

TREE PRUNING  
LANDSCAPING, WOODCHIPPING  
TREE FELLING, FORESTRY CONTRACTING  
FENCING 

Tel 01672 861310 
Mobile 07976 644706 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 
£5M INSURANCE 

Tree Surgery works carried out by qualified staff  

E-mail: info@dwoliver.com 
Web: www.dwoliver.com 

W    S  

H E A T I N G  E N G I N E E R S 
SERVICING    INSTALLATION   MAINTAINANCE 

1 Glenmore Business Centre. 

Hopton Park 

London Rd. Devizes 

SN10 2EQ 

Tel:  01380 726284 

Fax: 01380 726297 

SWIFT Services Ltd 

MOONS OVENCLEANING 
  Local – Professional - Affordable 

 
Let us do the dirty work with tender loving care of 
your oven, hob, range, Aga, microwave or extractor 
using our eco-friendly and non-caustic system 

Call now on 01672 556404  
or 07723 048436 

www.moonsovencleaning.co.uk 
The same Father/Son run business established 

 in 2003 but with a new name 

mailto:general@austinheat.com
http://www.austinheat.com
mailto:simper@talktalk.net
mailto:seanoades@hotmail.com
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ON CALL DAY & NIGHT 
01672 512444 OR 810727 
Wagon Yard London Road 
Marlborough Wiltshire  

SN8 1LH 

WELDING     BREAKDOWN 

M.O.T.S.  SERVICING  

CHALKY'S 
WORKSHOP 

Hillside Farm,  
Rhyles Lane, Lockeridge, 

TEL:  01672 861123 

Brickwork, Ceramic 
Tiling, Painting and 
Decorating, Garden 
Fencing and General Maintenance. 
 

With 30+ years of experience, there isn't 
much I haven't come across, so for a free 
quotation or simply to 'Pick my 
brain!'     Contact me:- 

5 Southfield,  

West Overton,  

Wilts, SN8 4HE 

Phone: 01672 861438 

Mobile: 07732989650 

E-mail: brianwattsbuilds@gmail.com 

Brian Watts 
 

 
Katherine Butler 

BSc (Hons) ARCS MMCA LRCC 
  

McTimoney Chiropractor 

You may benefit from Chiropractic treatment if you suffer from: 

    Back, neck and shoulder pain 

    Inability to relax 

    Joint pain including hip and knee pain from osteoarthritis 

    General aches and pains including those of joints, muscle spasms and cramp 

    Headaches arising from the neck 

    Prevention of migraine 

    Sporting aches and pains 

www.thegranaryclinic.co.uk Tel: 07833250208 
  

The Granary Clinic, Manor Farm, Avebury Trusloe, Marlborough, SN8 1QY 

Contact Tamara for more  
details & to make a booking: 

t: 07554 246877 
e: tamara@ttholistics.co.uk 

www.ttholistics.co.uk 
 

Reflexology • Aromatherapy • Massage 
Available now near Avebury 

 S. White 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
ARBORICULTURE 

All aspects of tree work undertaken 
Hedge cutting/reductions 

Stump grinding 
Planting 

Logs and Wood Chip available 
Simon-white22@hotmail.com       

Tel: 01672 861566 
Mob: 07917 353314 

EARTHWISE  
GARDEN DESIGN LTD. 

ANYA HOPE MEDLIN (MA 
Cantab) 

Qualified and experienced horticulturalist and 
garden designer offers an individual and personal 

service. 
* Complete design and build service 
* Planting plans for complete gardens or single borders 
* Restoration of neglected gardens * Consultation and plant sourcing 
* Wild gardens/personalised retreats 

 Tel/Fax 01672 861462   Mobile 07970 590674 
e-mail:-  anya.earthwise@googlemail.com 

KRM Carpentry 
City and Guilds qualified with 40 years' 

experience 

Kevin Mengham Tel : 01373 858393/ 07858079805 
krmcarpentry@outlook.com 

 Kitchens 

 Windows and doors 

 Skirtings and architraves 

 1st and 2nd fix carpentry 

 Wood flooring 

 Ceramic wall tiling 

 General property 

maintenance 

http://www.thegranaryclinic.co.uk
mailto:tamara@ttholistics.co.uk
http://www.ttholistics.co.uk
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New Memorials and 
Restorations 

All types of memorials 
Handcrafted to a high 
standard in our own 

workshops at 
Pelham Court, London Road 

Marlborough 

**FREE Quotes 
Given** 

Telephone: 516797 
martin@mjsly.co.uk 

For a free memorial 
brochure 

M J Sly 
Monumental 

Sculptor 

WHO’S WHO in the Upper Kennet Churches  
RECTOR:  REV’D MARIA SHEPHERDSON  01672 539643 
The Rectory, 27 High Street, Avebury, SN8 1RF  
Email:  revmariashepherdson@outlook.com  
If you require a priest in an emergency and are unable to contact Rev’d Maria please telephone one of the churchwardens. 
BENEFICE SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES: Mrs Elizabeth Daley  01672 539277 
       Mr Roderick Palfrey 01793 731067 
LICENSED LAY MINISTER Mrs Sibella Laing 01672 861600 sl519@cam.ac.uk 
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS Mrs Claire Stiles 01793 731620 c.j.stiles@hotmail. co.uk 
    Mr Graham Kitchen  01672 861349 graham@grahamkitchen.com> 
BENEFICE OFFICE:  Anne Robinson, Sophie Roberts (Mon-Thurs, 10am-1pm)  
Address:  The Garden Room, 62 Lockeridge, SN8 4EL 01672 861786  upperkennetchurches@gmail.com 
          Benefice Website:  www.kennet8.org.uk 
CHURCHWARDENS   Mrs Maureen Dixon 01672 539690 
AVEBURY    Mrs Sandra Hues 01672 539444     shues01@hotmail.com 
    Mrs Helen Vickers 01672 539482     brian.helen.vickers@googlemail.com 
EAST KENNETT   Mr Graham Kitchen  01672 861349  graham@grahamkitchen.com 
    Mrs Jo Snape  01672 861267   Josiesnape@aol.com 
WEST OVERTON   Mrs Susan Rogers 01672 861374  sjrogers44@gmail.com 
FYFIELD   Ms Vicky Evans  01672 861622  bixevans@gmail.com 
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Ms Penny Gold  01672 539158  goldpennygold@aol.com 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Mrs Glynis Long   01793 731398   glynislong@btopenworld.com 
    Mr Peter Barry   01793 731589    peter17.barry@gmail.com 
BROAD HINTON   Miss Sally Cartwright 01793 731050  sally.cartwright@broadhinton.org.uk 
    Mrs Gill Crabtree 07774 424125    gill.crabtree1@gmail.com 
    Mr Robert Fitzpatrick 01793 739156    rft.fitzp@gmail.com 
Benefice Council Lay Chairman  Mr Mark Wightman 01793 731452   wightman1944@btinternet.com 
 
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL SECRETARIES 
AVEBURY    Mr David Davidge  01672 513819    mail@dwdmar.plus.com 
EAST KENNETT, FYFIELD 
& WEST OVERTON   Mrs Lynne Williams 01672 861511  lynne.williams55@gmail.com  
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Mr Bill Buxton  01672 539199  bill.buxton@btinternet.com 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Mr Martin Knight 01793 731764  martin@vintry.co.uk    
BROAD HINTON   Mrs Marjorie Sykes 01793 731471  marjorie.sykes@btinternet.com 
 

MAGAZINES  
UPPER KENNET NEWS in Fyfield, West Overton, East & West Kennett, Beckhampton, Avebury Trusloe, Avebury, Winterbourne Monkton & 
Berwick Bassett: 
Editor:  David Throup, Longmynd, Lockeridge SN8 4ED  01672 861279   davidthroup@aol.com 
Please send all copy including advertising and payment to David Throup.  Final copy date 20th of each month. 
LOCAL NEWS in Uffcott, Broad Hinton & Winterbourne Bassett: 
Editor:  Liz Moakes       07776 188805  3villageslocalnews@gmail.com 
           Final copy date 20th of each month. 

K. A. Callaway. 
Great Bedwyn 

WOODSTOVES &  
CHIMNEY LININGS 

Woodstoves: many makes, new and 
second hand discounted. 

Flue lining: Stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed 
TV flue camera for internal chimney inspection.  
Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection. 
FREE site visit and advice recommended 

Tel: 01672 870619 Mobile: 0860 722646 

K. A. Gallaway - Great Bedwyn
WOODSTOVES & CHIMNEY LININGS

Woodstoves: many makes, new & second hand discounted.

Flue lining: stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed TV flue camera

for internal chimney inspection. Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection.

FREE site visit and advice recommended

TEL: 01672 870 619 MOBILE 0860 722 646

Pheasants Cottage 
Bed and Breakfast 
Linda Seeley. 31, Lower Fyfield 
Marlborough, Wilts. SN8 1PY 
Tel: 01672 861680 and 07518 281872 
enquiries@pheasantscottage.com 
www.pheasantscottage.com 

 

SHEPPARD DECORATORS 
WE CONSIDER PROJECTS OF ALL SIZES 

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR. 

CALL DARREN FOR A FRIENDLY QUOTE. 
01380 725652 07876 433655 

WWW.SHEPPARD-DECORATORS.CO.UK 

Sheppard Decorators 

 

 

S E R V I C E S  PJD 

mailto:martin@mjsly.co.uk
mailto:claire.stiles1@btinternet.com
mailto:sjrogers44@gmail.com
mailto:bixevans@gmail.com
mailto:glynislong@btopenworld.com
mailto:sally.cartwright@broadhinton.org.uk
mailto:gill.crabtree1@gmail.com
mailto:wightman1944@btinternet.com
mailto:pjdservices1@outlook.com
http://www.pjd-services.co.uk/
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Advertisers Index 
 

Company Telephone 
ABVRY Galteemore Farm     alicehues@gmail.com 07790 026363 

Art Lessons in Wootton Bassett 01793 852893  

Austin Heating 01793 536871 

Barn Conversion to let and/or holidays 01672 539288  

Brian Watts 01672 861438 

Chalky's Workshop  01672 861123 

David Oliver Tree Services 01672 861310 

Diane MacKinder 01672 512444 

Earthwise Garden Design 01672 861462 

Gett Landscaping 07811 142390 

Granary Clinic 07833 250208 

Henge Shop Averbury 01672 539229 

Jill Sudbury 07973 951286 

K A Callaway. Woodstoves and chimneys  01672 870619 

KRM Carpentry 01373 858393 

Massage 2 Health 07789 529884 

M. Hutton. Electrical Installation and repairs 07974 433456 

M J Sly. Monumental Mason 01672 516797 

Moon’s Oven cleaning 01672 556404   

PJD Services. Garden maintenance 07469 757333 

Pheasants Cottage B&B 01672 861680  

Sean Oades Chimney Sweep 07881 206536 

Sheppard Decorators 01380 501898  

Simon White - Garden and arborcultural 01672 861566 

Spire Electrical Services 07733 104993 

The New Inn Winterbourne Monkton 01672 539793 

TT Holistics 07554 246877 

W.S. Swift 01380 726284 

WINTERBOURNE 
MONKTON VILLAGE 

PLANT STALL  
 

Please save your surplus 
seedlings, divided plants and 

spare fruit/veg and support the 
Village Plant Stall which will be 

opening in May outside the  
New Inn. 

DONATIONS WILL BE FOR 

THE TRUSSELL TRUST 

FOOD BANK AND THE 

CHURCH 

 


