FYFIELD AND WEST OVERTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the JOINT ANNUAL PARISH MEETINGS held on Monday 27th April 2009 in the Kennet Valley Hall at 7.30pm.

PRESENT: Cllr S Rogers (Chrm), Cllr P Burrowbridge. Cllr J Woodget, Cllr M Spender, Cllr T Butler

IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs S Roberts (Clerk), Cnty Cllr C Humphries, Michael Bayliss (CBO), 1 parishioner, 1 member of the public 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: were received from: Cllr J Harding, Cllr A Baring, Cllr L Backhouse, Cllr J Janes.

Refreshments were served at the beginning of the meeting.

MINUTES of last year's meeting were circulated and displayed, Cllr M Spender proposed and Cllr J Woodget seconded that they be approved.  They were signed by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING - there were no matters arising
CHAIRMAN'S REVIEW OF THE YEAR – Cllr Sue Rogers

The Chairman welcomed everyone.

Much of the year had been spent in attending various meetings prior to the change from our former District Council and County Council to the new Unitary Authority, which is Wiltshire Council.  Tim Butler has taken on the role of representing the Parish at meetings of MCASP, now designated MAVCAP (Marlborough and Villages Community Area Partnership), the body which is taking on the development of community initiatives for presentation to the Marlborough Area Board.  This latter body has been preceded by a Pilot Board, whose meetings were attended by Mary Spender (Vice-Chairman) and the Chairman, who is due to be the Parish representative on the Board in the future.  Everyone has been feeling their way in these bodies but the exercise has been a useful one, in particular for the opportunity to discover who represents the other Parishes in the Area.

The Parish council has also made some changes to its Committees, having set up the Parish Assets Committee to watch over the “real estate” (including play areas, bus shelters and benches) and the Village Amenities Committee which has the brief of liaising with other bodies.

There have been recent changes in the Parish Council.   Sadly, resignations were received from Clive Uden and Jacqui Taylor in West Overton and from Brian Rayment in Lockeridge.  All these were thanked for their work for the Council.  Brian in particular had been a Councillor for many years, serving as Village Representative for the Planning Committee and on the former play areas committee, in which role he has wielded both screwdriver and weed killing apparatus.  The chairman thanked him very much for all that he had done and was pleased that the Village Hall Committee would still be able to benefit from his time and energy.

After ten years, the Parish Clerk Susanne Stedman retired at the end of November.  During September three applicants were interviewed for the post and the council welcomed Sophie Roberts, who lives in West Overton, as the new Clerk. The chairman extended thanks to Susanne for all that she did and hoped that she is enjoying all the extra time that she now has.   

Lastly the chairman thanked all the Councillors who are still serving and begged them not to resign just yet!  She promised to continue to try to keep our meetings as short as possible, and then promptly finished her report.

The meeting was asked to consider the reports from the councillors and ask any questions.  

PLANNING Report  -  Cllr Mary Spender

We have held 11 meetings this year, raising some objections and making many detailed comments on the applications sent.   Correspondence now runs at well over 200 emails per annum, internally and between ourselves and the Planning Authority!  

 

Kennet District Council has so far transformed painlessly into Wiltshire Council:  planning procedures have remained almost unaltered  - Browfort, Devizes staying as a "hub", known as "Planning East", and our usual Case Officers still in post.

 

Although we have had one new dwelling proposed, in West Overton, it was refused.  Otherwise the year has produced the usual mix of extensions and tree work applications, but because they mostly lay within the Lockeridge Conservation Area, these have led to detailed discussion and comment.  We have also "tidied up" a few areas of dispute where planning permission should have been sought.  MS wrote a short article in the UKN to explain that approval is needed from the Planning Authority for almost any development in our parish  -  we are in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

 

Although Kennet usually agreed with our comments, two or three of our objections were over-ruled where they were worried by the prospects of an Appeal, even, in two cases, where the expert consultee agreed with us.  This is disturbing, and we hope that a single more powerful Councillor (after the June elections) may urge them to be brave.  We will see.

PARISH ASSETS Report  – Cllr Sue Rogers (Chrm)
As the chairman of the committee, Clive Uden recently resigned from the PC, your chairman has taken on the role until the Council’s AGM in May.

The Bus shelter at Fyfield was finally repaired after considerable delays in getting quotations and many letters between insurers and assessors and the owner of the tree that had initially caused the problem. Apologies were given for the amount of time taken.  

The play areas have continued to be inspected regularly and the official annual inspections have not found any major problems.  Moss growing on the wetpour surface at Knights’ close has been treated and will be monitored and the gates at Fyfield are due for repair shortly.  We keep in touch with the Hall Committee over the state of the equipment at the Kennet Valley Hall. 

A major expense for the Council is grass-cutting.  We have had several cuts each year from Kennet Direct Services, and we try to maintain the surface of the West Overton Sports field with more frequent cuts, with the help of the landowner.  This has resulted in the field being quite regularly used. 

VILLAGE AMENITIES Report – Cllr Tim Butler

Newly formed in 2008 we expect to meet shortly for the first time.  We have already responded to a consultation on the proposed new pharmacy in Marlborough, and exchanged ideas relating to the appearance of the road bridges over the Kennet in our villages.  
 

 

MAVCAP/MCASP report – Tim Butler

During the last year the changes in local government, and particularly the creation of the Pilot Marlborough Area Board have led to MCASP (Malborough Community Area Strategic Partnership) transforming itself into a new body called the Marlborough and Villages Community Area Partnership ("MAVCAP").   MAVCAP provides an opportunity for issues and initiatives relevant to the Marlborough area to be discussed by the parishes (and Marlborough) and proposals and representations put to the Area Board.  Exactly how the two bodies (Board and Partnership) will relate to each other is still to be worked out.  The Parish Council has asked Tim Butler to be its usual representative at meetings of MAVCAP.  
MAVCAP's VISION STATEMENT AND AIM: MAVCAP’s vision for the Community Area is a safe and vibrant community benefiting from high standards of housing, health, safety, education, culture and quality delivery of services in the context of a vibrant economy to the population of the Marlborough and Villages Community Area.  The aim of the partnership is for local people to contribute to the vision for the future well being of their community area in order to ensure that the quality of life in the locality is sustained and enhanced.

TRAFFIC Report – Cllr Judith Woodget

Traffic calming, especially in Lockeridge, has continued, with a very successful Scarecrow Competition, a Christmas Event on the Green and an Easter Bunny. The 30 mph signs were moved to better positions, the Lockeridge Gates erected and buff tarmac put in position. We have remained in close contact with Ben Hamilton Baillie who has used our activities in his talks about Traffic Calming.

The school had a special Traffic and Road Safety week, which JW was involved in. We have remained in close contact with the Community Support Officers and Peter Hanson of Wiltshire highways. We are hoping to get the traffic speed on the A4 checked asap.

There seems to be a consensus that all we are doing in the 3 villages is affecting traffic, which we hope will continue to slow down and make our villages safer places to live.

Thanks were given to Cllr Judith Woodget for all her hard work on the Traffic Calming.  Thanks also given for the money donated to raise the edge on The Green in Lockeridge.

It was noted that we are still waiting for Ivy Lane to be resurfaced. 

Cllr J Woodget asked if the Parish Steward could be asked to cut back the Ash Tree on the Bund on the Green in Lockeridge as the low branches were a danger to the public. 





 Action Clerk 

RIGHTS OF WAY Report– Cllr Paul Burrowbridge

Routine matters attended to include hedge-trimming alongside a byway and a road to improve visibility and access, dealing with branches that have fallen across bridleways, ensuring that a stile on a footpath is not obstructed, improving gate access on a bridleway for riders, checking the condition of a byway and a bridleway for access by horse traffic and residents, and requesting that a path through a cultivated field is cleared for use.

The first stage of a long campaign to re-open footpath 11 has been successful.

Small-scale but regular overnight camping in West Woods has been drawn to the Forestry Commission’s attention.

New signposts have continued to appear in West Woods.

Maps and descriptions of local RoWs have been distributed to all council members.

The next project will be on Footpath 11 going south from Lockeridge Lane.

Thanks were given to Cllr P Burrowbridge for all his hard work. 

FINANCE Report – Cllr  Anstice Baring  
The Precept this year has been reduced to £9,000, this being due to the Precept being inflated in 2008/9 to cover the Parish Council’s share of the legal and administrative costs of moving the speed limits in Lockeridge as part of the Traffic Calming which has now been successfully completed. 

Comments from the floor:

· Cllr T Butler asked whether there had been much feedback as to the Traffic Calming effectiveness.  Cllr J Woodget advised the response had been extremely positive.  

· Discussions over the issue of a 20mph speed restriction outside schools.  Cnty Cllr C Humphries advised it was unlikely to happen in the immediate future.

· Discussions over the possibility of putting buff tarmac in front of the Kennet Valley School in Lockeridge.

· Cllr S Rogers (Chmn) asked where the new proposed dwelling was in West Overton that had been refused.  Cllr M Spender advised it was Knights Close.  

·  Michael Bayliss(CBO) had received a report of a body in the road in Lockeridge which turned out to be a Scarecrow!

· It was noted that the Marlborough Medical Practice had been unsuccessful in their pharmacy application and Cllr M Spender commented that these issues should be looked at more widely by the Area Board.

· Cllr P Burrowbridge commented that the footpath leading from Fyfield to the A4 was almost impassable.

· Cllr S Rogers (Chrm) asked if anyone knew the new name for Kennet Direct Services (Grass Cutting). Cnty Cllr C Humphries replied that all Kennet Services were now called Wiltshire Council.

· Cllr M Spender asked Michael Bayliss(CBO) if there had been any more trouble with Hare Coursing.  Michael Bayliss(CBO) commented that 2 people had been prosecuted recently.

· Local Parishioner commented that he was experiencing problems with Hare Coursing on his land and also acts of vandalism.     

Report from County Councillor Chris Humphries – all County departmental reports were displayed and available.

Cnty Cllr C Humphries commented that this was his last Annual Parish Assembly and how much he had enjoyed representing us, and he apologised for the lack of County support that evening.

Cllr Sue Rogers (Chrm) thanked him for all his support and help and that his regular attendance at Parish Council Meetings had been very much appreciated.        

Comments from the floor:

· A parishioner asked how big  the electoral division now was.  Cnty Cllr C Humphries explained that having recently “ lost” Burbage and the Bedwyns, it now covers 8 parishes around Marlborough which come under the name of West Selkley.
· Selkley, as describing this area, has a long history as it was one of the Hundreds from Saxon times.  Recently, West Selkley was the name of the Avebury and villages KDC  Electoral Ward.     

The meeting closed at 8.15pm

