FYFIELD AND WEST OVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 1 - 06/07

Minutes of the ANNUAL GENERAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on the 25 May 2006 at 7.30pm in the Kennet Valley Hall.

Present : Cllr  S Rogers (Chrm), Cllr M Spender,  Cllr B Rayment, Cllr P Oliver, Cllr J Hartshorn, Cllr P Burrowbridge,

Apologies:  Cnty Cllr Chris Humphries, Cnty Cllr Tony Molland, Cllr A Baring,  Cllr M Maude Cllr L Backhouse, Cllr J Woodget
In attendance:  Mrs S Stedman (Clerk), Dist Cllr David Hunter, and 1 member of the public

1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN:
MS proposed, PO seconded that SR be elected, agreed unanimously.
2. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN:
SR proposed, MS seconded that PO be elected, agreed unanimously.
3. APPOINTMENTS TO OTHER POSITIONS: the following were all agreed unanimously:

· Planning: Chairman – MS - proposed SR, seconded BR, Vice Chairman – PB – proposed MS, seconded SR, 


Village reps – Fyfield - AB, Lockeridge - BR, W Overton - PO

· Playing Fields: Chairman – PO – proposed SR, seconded JH, Ex Officio - PC chrm - SR & V chrm - PO 


Committee – JH, BR, PB 

· Finance:  Chairman - SR will ask MM, Ex Officio - PC Chrm - SR & V Chrm - PO & Playing Fields Chrm - PO, and MS

· Housing Representative: LB, with help from MM

· Traffic etc: Due to the increased workload in this area, it was proposed by MS and seconded by SR that there should be a committee, possibly called ‘Traffic & Roads’, with a chairman and a minimum of one representative from each village.  It was decided that it should be agreed at the next PC meeting when the full remit of the committee be decided and because the standing orders would have to be changed.  



         


 Action PC meeting


· Rights of Way:
PB


· KVH:
BR

· Forestry Commission Advisory Panel: MM, with MS as backup.
4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman. 
5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:
· The Initial Response Plan for Civil Emergencies.  The plan has been be circulated by email to Cllrs and paper copies have been placed in the Churches and Village Hall and copies are doing the rounds of all the volunteers mentioned.  MS has spoken to Karen Hadrill our community beat officer, she will put a copy in the ‘beat folder’.  It was also suggested that a map showing the potential bottlenecks within the parish should there be need for traffic diversions could be put in the same file.
To be progressed
· Design of the Lockeridge Bridge – a reply email has been received from WCC saying that the bridge is not due for repair in this financial year.  We will be circulated with the plans when they are drawn up, but if we have any suggestions for traffic calming measures to be incorporated to let them know.                                                                                    Action Traffic committee
· Lengthsmen: are due in late June jobs include – gutter clearing on bus shelters esp FF, to create gully in Ivy Lane to stop mud being washed on to road, clear silt from gullies (by footpath entrance on Overton Rd in Lock), clear hedge around 30mph sign opposite school in Lock.  Bruce Chivers will be cutting back the hedge along Back Lane by his paddock and other hedge if necessary.  BR suggested we ring Kennet/Clarence re weeds in footpath from FF to Lock.
Action Clerk
· Ivy Lane is to be resurfaced this year, in the meantime the potholes have been filled. 
· SR to write letter of thanks to VH.







      Action SR
6. CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLORS TO FILL TWO VACANCIES IN WEST OVERTON: Having received notification of the willingness to be co-opted from both candidates, MS proposed and JH seconded Liz Roberts.  BR proposed and PB seconded Matthew Waite for co-option on to the Council.  These were agreed unanimously.  Acceptance of Office and Registers of Interest are to be signed and KDC notified.  LR joined the meeting, MW had sent his apologies.
                                               

Action Clerk
7. CORRESPONDENCE – Items noted from the circulated Mail Log were:
· ML 1704 Community First Newsletter and information.  It was decided not to subscribe to Community First.  SR had enquired about Parish Plans and discovered that Mildenhall had just started one, funding is available, the idea of a working party was considered.








                  Action PC Meeting
· ML 1707 & 1725 ‘Pathways for Change’ document from PCT about re-organisation and closures of local hospitals.  MS to attend MCA members forum meeting on 1st June held to discuss this, she will forward members concerns at the possible closures and their consequences.

· ML 1741 Wiltshire Community Web site – Clerk to let David Throup know.



           Action Clerk
· ML 1743  AGM of CPRE 14th June speaker Elinor Goodman on rural housing, it is hoped LB can attend.  
            Action Clerk







          

8. REPORTS FROM OTHER BODIES

· Annual Parish Meeting – The spoilt grass verge on the Dene at Lock, has been repaired and seeded.  It was decided that white posts would not look in keeping. A question about funding for Latton traffic calming scheme.  JW to enquire.

Action JW

· K V Hall – BR reported that:
Kitchen and Toilets Refurbishment Project 

The Final Budget has been calculated based on approved Tenders. The total project cost now amounts to £60516. Funding strategy to meet this capital requirement is as follows:

SOLVE Grant




Agreed


1000.00

Parish Council




Agreed


  300.00

Reaching Communities [Lottery] 1st Stage

Accepted

 
   “                  “                    “      2nd Stage   

 Applied
         
             50000.00

Landfill Tax Credits – 1st Stage


Accepted

     
 “         “       “         2nd Stage



To Apply


6216.00

Community Foundation

[Kitty O`Connor Bequest]



Applied


3000.00

Total Funding






         £ 60516.00

Film Club: there are now volunteers willing to manage the project, a meeting was held to establish fundamental policies. A pilot scheme of two shows on Sunday evenings during Oct and Nov 06 will establish whether there is enough interest/support/enthusiasm in the Community for a longer term programme. The evenings are to finish at about 10.00pm and depending on the film`s length they will start at a time to allow a 30-60 minute period for a “Social Hour” where Wine and Nibbles will be sold. Tickets will probably be £4 in advance, £5 on the door, this is dictated by the organisers Moviola.  The success of such a scheme will depend on the awareness and support of the local community. This can be done if both the Hall Committee and PC members “pass the message on”.  Heading the Working Party is a recently arrived member of the community Carolyn Stimpson, who would be happy to receive any thoughts and ideas on the subject. Tel. 861373.

Embroiderers Guild.  The Guild has offered to make their next Project the creation of a Hanging for the Hall wall. The subject of the Hanging will be ‘Our Local Landscape’.

Licensing Problems –new regime limits hirings where alcohol can be served.  Cllr DH will look into and Clerk consult WALC
· AONB Partnership Forum – JW reported that:
The topic for this year was Villages—Vibrant/Vulnerable/Valuable.   The new ‘Commission for Rural Communities’ should become the voice of the rural population across all levels of government, including, schools, hospitals, housing, transport etc. It is also expected that it will give Parish councils more power. It is awaited with interest.  The walks that followed stressed the importance in Pewsey of a very involved volunteer base, which keeps all sorts of local activities going, and makes it a vibrant village. There is concern over the Wiggly Bus whose funding runs out in Autumn 2007. Nobody is sure what happens next.

‘Natural England’ will be created by the amalgamation of the Countryside Agency, Defra etc. later this year. Nobody knows how it will work.This change will affect the AONB, which are already constrained by a raft of rules and funds (some European). Natural England is supposed to ensure (through Section 85) that all Government Departments are mindful of the AONBs. It is hoped it will achieve a Landscape/People balance

Last year DEFRA gave North Wessex AONB £91,000 to be used on special projects (details on the web site).  This money was shared between 17 projects, most related to Education, Information and Renewable Energy.  I talked to Martin Cook, President of MADT,  about possibilities of funding. He said they might be able to fund something like an interpretive Map, but that our best bet would be the AONB.  It was noted that the AONB have a woodland project and West Woods is at the top of the list.

· Marlborough Community Area Strategic Partnership: Report from SR of the meeting held on Monday 22nd May.Joan Davies   (Savernake PC) presented her comments on the PCT Pathways for Change and the company agreed that she should draft a response from MCASP.  The meeting for the MCA Members Forum on June 1st (which will be attended by MS)  will be open to the public but is not a public meeting.  The meeting was in favour of doing all in its power to preserve the services at Savernake Hospital.  Crime and safety -Vehicle crime at beauty spots is a continuing problem. Neighbourhood policing is to change.  Our “neighbourhood” named Marlborough Rural South West will stretch from Broad Hinton to Buttermere with one Beat Manager, another police officer, one or two community support officers and 1 or more specials.  Comments on these proposals are requested.  Transport  plans for Marlborough town Kingsbury Street/Herd Street were shown, consultation by 5th June. Other Business included: Telephone boxes are going cashless, affected Parishes will be informed.  WCC in deficit.  Don’t expect any money, the Library could be affected.
· Landscape Group – to meet at end of June.
· KV School  - new classroom to replace mobile opened at East Kennet
· Forestry Commission Advisory Panel: report from SS of meeting held 27th April.  Phil Morton (Recreational Manager SW region) outlined future for Forestry Commission - it will be branded ‘Forestry Commission England’, the Forest Authorities will be aligned with Regional Assemblies and to ‘Natural England’ ie talk. Emphasis will be increasingly on recreational and wild life enhancement of forest areas. A search for charcoal burning sites in Savernake revealed only one from 1949 used by itinerant burners – ‘are there any in West Woods?  MS suggested Brick Kiln Copse and a book, BR will ask Colin Watts. 

Action MS/BR 

Fraser Bradbury (local forester) hopes to restore 12 ponds in Savernake (at present in stages of reverting to forest), previously used for grazing, in order to open up areas of forest to encourage diversity of wild life, he hopes for funds from Landfill Tax.  He hopes to produce a biannual newsletter to include info on all walks, talks and events.  Savernake is one of the best sites in Europe for ancient trees, 7000 have been mapped, they require maintenance, is hoping for a grant to ‘halo’ them to encourage strong growth. 

 In West Woods the project around Hursley Bottom is to restore biodiversity and create corridors along which wild life can travel from one area to another – inc dormice.  He is keen to get grazing animals into the fenced off areas as part of this process, preferably organic, but any will do.  Note in Parish Mag was requested.    




Action Clerk
Meeting ended with site visit to some of the ponds to be restored.




9. PLANNING COMMITTEE – MS had nothing to report, minutes had been circulated, applications mainly to do with trees. 
10. PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE- SR reported that: 
· The repairs to swing chains and safety surface in Knights Close play area had been done, a very small section with a small crack away from the frame was left, Playground Services said that they may be able to do this if they are passing with a little spare stuff.   
· JH also reported that the chippings had been removed from the FF play area and the ground reseeded.  The wood for mending the gate has arrived PB to chase Andrew Allen.






               Action PB

· PO reported that a section of one of the goal posts in WO sports field had broken and he had removed it for safety reasons, it will be replaced when mended and watched carefully.  BR offered a spare post from the hall.



Action BR

· The fence by the sports field (WO) has been repaired.  Clerk to check on agreement as to whose responsibility it is.    Action Clerk

· JH to put a note in the Klaxon re dogs loose in FF play area.





Action JH

· JW had reported that the bolts in the swings at Lock were loose, these had been seen to by BR.

· BR to progress advertising of netball facilities at the Hall.






Action BR




             
11. HOUSING AFFAIRS – there was nothing to report

12. TRAFFIC/ROAD SAFETY/POLICE – J W reported from the Wiltshire Highways presentation held on 11 May. 
What do they do?  Inspect and repair roads and footways, protect them from damage and obstruction.  Respond to 1,200 enquires a month and are responsible for verges,drains, road surfaces, signs, lines and studs, footways,fences and handrails.

Parish Lengthsmen  scheme has been very successful over the last 5 years, but there has been concern about flexibility and sustainability of the service.  Consultation has lead to a change, the Lengthsmen will be replaced with Parish Stewards: there will be 20 single operatives, with a local programe reflecting differing needs.  A link to UniMog, Gully Tankers, Patching masonary and other resources.  Close and regular contact with Parishes will produce work lists. It is hoped that the work carried out will take place sooner, and when it is needed and that the mechanisation and corporate look will attract more people into the job. (a DVD is available with Clerk).

· Traffic & Roads Committee BR said he felt that the momentum has been lost on the traffic calming project in Lockeridge, other members agreed with him.  It was hoped that the formation of a committee to carry out this and other work in this area of much public concern would help re-establish progress.






PC meeting

13. FOOTPATHS – PB reported that:

· A gate has been installed at the far end of the Dene, but was padlocked at the moment until a latch had been fitted.

· Spud Lane has been strimmed.

· He has been in contact with Richard Broadhead of WCC with whom he hope progress on footpath 11can be made.

14. FINANCE – SR reported that the committee had met and  sought approval from the PC for the year end accounts and final budget. 
· Year End Accounts -Total income for the year was £8798.02, together with the balance in the bank carried forward from last year of £4532.28gave us a total of £13344.66. Total expenditure for the year was £9233.23 leaving a reserve balance to be carried forward to this year of  £4111.43, this sum includes money reserved for last year’s budgeted projects but not yet spent.  The accounts were approved unanimously having been proposed by MS and seconded by PO.

· Budget for year 2006/07 it was noted from the Cash Statement and Budget Projection that as usual a large proportion of the precept was spent on administration, salaries, increased grass cutting costs and the maintenance and repair of equipment in the play areas. Also that last year there was a shortfall of £420 of expenditure over income, which is why it was agreed that the precept should be increased.   MS proposed, PO seconded that the Council approve the Final Budget this was agreed unanimously.

· Clerk's Salary for year 2006/07 - the Council please approved the Clerks salary for the year, set in the Budget at a figure which takes into account of the nationally negotiated  increase of 27p/hr from 1April 06.  

· The accounts for this year to date (25 May 06) have been reconciled and stand at:

Balances brought forward:

£4111.43

Total income for the yr to date:

£4404.10

Total expenditure for yr to date:

£1777.82


         Leaving a cash book/available balance of: 
£6737.71

        There are no funds in reserve over and above budgeted expenditure and contingency allowances.

· Wilts Bobby Van Appeal, 4 people in the parish helped since 2003, council agreed £40 donation

· Re Subscription to WALC – Subscriptions are pro rata to the size of the electorate.  In view of the benefits of membership which include advice, support, information and training for Local Councils, chairmen and clerks, the members agreed to continue membership.
· Expenses for establishing the Emergency Kit now placed in the KVH have come to more than the estimated £50, it was agreed that the extra cost were to be paid for from contingency reserves. The kit and its batteries are to be checked every year in May.

· The picnic table on WO sports field needs a little repair.  It is was thought by the committee unnecessary to insure the table because the replacement cost is less than the £125 excess on the insurance policy.
· New mandate form from the bank is to be completed by Chmn, V Chmn, Finance Chmn, Planning Chm, Play Area Chmn plus a number of Cllrs to make up six signatories. BR to be one of the others.





Action Clerk
· The following retrospective/outstanding cheques were approved:
622
Friends of the Ridgeway sub

£  10.00

623
CPRE membership


£  26.00

624
SPLASH appeal


£  30.00

625
Rural Housing Conference fee
£  29.38

626
Grass cutting WO s/f

£  21.15

627
Clerk’s manual updates

£   7.00

628
Emergency Kit


£  85.68

629
Clerk’s Salary April/May

£ 648.13

630
Clerk’s expenses
Ap/May

£ 119.33

631
Allianz Cornhill Insurance

£ 867.15

632
WALC sub


£ 243.80
15. AOB – New Cllr and planning packs to be compiled by Clerk and MS will arrange new Cllrs induction chat.           Action MS/Clerk

Next PC Meeting is on Monday 31st July 2006 at 7.30pm in the Kennet Valley Hall
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