FYFIELD AND WEST OVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 5 - 05/06

Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on the 30 Jan 2006 at 7.30pm in the Kennet Valley Hall.

Present : Cllr  S Rogers (Chrm), Cllr M Spender,  Cllr B Rayment, Cllr P Oliver, Cllr M Maude, Cllr L Backhouse,

Cllr G Robinson, Cllr A Baring,  Cllr P Burrowbridge, Cllr J Woodget,  Cllr J Hartshorn

Apologies:  Cllr V Handover, Dist Cllr B Ashley, 
In attendance:  Mrs S Stedman (Clerk), Dist Cllr David Hunter, Cnty Cllr Chris Humphries, Cnty Cllr Tony Molland

50. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
· Were unanimously approved and signed, noting that BR did not attend and had sent his apologies.
· It was proposed by MM, seconded by PO and agreed that they be posted on the Web Site.
Action Clerk
51.  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

· The Initial Response Plan for Civil Emergencies had been circulated and suggested amendments made. It is planned to hold a meeting of those involved in the Emergency Group soon, to introduce participants and consider a few details, eg first aid kit.  Thought would be given to a fire or first aid demo sometime. It was agreed that MS would to approach Gary Sears re traffic management after major accidents on M4 or A4.



Action MS
· Community Cleansing –  further areas to be dealt with are the Fyfield bus shelter and the verge leading up to White Barn farm.  SR & Clerk to organise.  AB offered to remove the litter bin on the footpath behind the Church in FF in the hopes that this would reduce the litter.





Action Clerk/SR/AB
· Email of thanks for our support to WCC cabinet resolution on the reorganisation of the police had been received, there was no further news on that front.

· Clerk has enquired about a notice on dog fouling, is awaiting a reply.



Clerk to progress
52.  CORRESPONDENCE – Items noted from the circulated Mail Log were:

· ML 1571 Invoice from Playground Services £147.71 + VAT included a cradle seat and fitting charge, it was thought that that professional fitters were safer, easier and quicker to use for this type of  job.

· ML 1582 changes to bus service.  It was thought the new Wiggly bus timetable was difficult to understand, also someone had been told that the bus would only pick up at the Who d’a  and not at the bus shelter.  JW to write and complain.









Action JW 

· ML 1596 A legal briefing was noted re indemnities of members and officers while undertaking duties.  Info re Workshops on Wiltshire Community Web and links to be forwarded to David Throup.

Action Clerk 

· ML 1614 SR to attend the next Marlborough Community Area Strategic Partnership meeting on 23 Feb.  Action SR

There were 4 consultation items.

It was requested that the Distribution file be circulated more quickly and frequently.

    Action All/Clerk

53.  REPORTS FROM OTHER BODIES – note was taken of the reports circulated from:

· KVH -Christmas Bingo was very successful,  proceeds circa £750 to go towards Hall Refurbishment.  Refurbishment Project Dolman Surveyors are currently developing a revised spec. prior to going out to tender.  Much research is being made into the various possible sources of funding. Film Club The current objective is to establish a small group of volunteers from the whole community, there are some interested parties but someone to co-ordinate the group is sought.  Maintenance the outside of the front entrance door is shortly to be re-varnished. Two existing fire doors are to be renewed.

· Landscape Group – had met and is continuing with the series of articles in the Parish Magazine, but funding for this will be running out soon.  Work on a series of local village walks is taking place and may be expanded with the idea of producing maps.  Discussion took place as to the final objective of the group now that the UKN website is hosting all the articles and is willing to put as much information up as we wish.  It was decided to inform, via email, a number of interested parties of the website presence and seek their opinions, before seeking any further funding.  There had been one reply so far from the AONB seeking reciprocal web links.




Action Clerk

· Avebury World Heritage Site Steering Committee – SR did not attend but from the Minutes learned that a camp site for the Solstice visitors is to be set up as they are not going to allow camping in the car park and that there are worries because only the monuments and not the landscape in which they exist are considered in the new joint plan with Stonehenge.

54.  PLANNING COMMITTEE – a meeting was held last week and the minutes circulated.  

· It was agreed that the minutes should be posted on the web site, to avoid duplication of reports
· Information regarding a ‘data base’ of Village Design Statements had been considered by MS, while a good idea, the small print revealed a possible cost liability in the future.  Cllr TM said it was already on KDC site.  Members agreed MS to investigate but where not interested if it were to cost money.




Action MS
55.  PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE- The committee had not met:

· JH has taken over the inspection of the Fyfield play area equipment.

· A quote has been received for mending the gate of the FF play area for £55.

· SR commented that she disposed of a large number of bottles from the shelter at the KVH.

56. HOUSING AFFAIRS –  Report

· LB has asked Carol Southall for an update on the possible affordable housing project, but has not had a reply.  She has drafted an article for the Parish Magazine on the situation, which Carol will be looking at before it is published.

57.  TRAFFIC/ROAD SAFETY/POLICE – Report on meeting held in Lockeridge with Ben Hamilton Baille:

On Sun 8 Jan 8 the Lockeridge Councillors met Street Designer Ben Hamilton Baillie. We walked down the High Street and  discussed our concerns with him: about people speeding through the village, feeling that the car was becoming dominant in Lockeridge and in particular our concerns about children walking to school and the swings. We had a long discussion with him and some of the points he made included

· He was interested that the school was all but invisible, hidden behind the row of Pollarded Limes. He advised that someting needed to be done to make both the school and the pub become noticable and part of the village landscape.

· He said that removal of road signs and white lines had the reverse effect from the one you would expect. Traffic slowed down because motorists were not being dictated to. When this happens the surroundings became important, and drivers notice exactly where they are.

· People need to be proud of their villages and take them back for themselves, rather than for the car. It needs to be a positive relationship, working with the motorist not waging war against them. 

· He mentioned having an entrance into the village. If this exists then visitors will notice, respect it and probably  slow down. This could be achieved by a gateway, trees, lighting, – a whole variety of ways

· He told us that we should analyse the problems we perceived and think about the street as a social space.

· His recommended that we should have a meeting in the Parish, where we discuss with the local population what they wanted and how they think things could be achieved.

· Once we have an idea about what we want, then we should involve other Parishes and people like Andrew Wyatt from WCC.

He inspired us all with his  ideas that  we as villagers could  take back our streets. Two copies of  the book ‘Mental Speed Bumps’ by David Engwicht’ were acquired, which are to be circulated for all Cllrs to read. It is a fascinating book which  explains theconcept.  JW intends to visit Latton where a scheme has been done impementing some of these ideas, in conjunction with WCC, which has resulted in significant reductions in speed through the village.  


Action JW/MS
It was decided that Cllrs consider the book before deciding the next move.  Clerk to find the Clerk for Latton.       Action Clerk

58.  FOOTPATHS – PB reported that:

· Footpath 11: He had e-mailed Denise Chandler, Principal Rights of Way Officer, asking what they planned to do having completed the assessment, but no response to date.

· Complaint received from wheelchair user about the state of the entrance to West Woods from Lockeridge, where the kissing gate has been widened to allow access by horse riders, whilst improvement work to a nearby bridleway is taking place. However, no work has yet begun on the bridleway.  Horse traffic and winter rain have made the area near the gate very muddy.  Awaiting reply from Esther Daley.

· Enquiry about a circular path in West Woods, near the Clatford car park, specially designated as a route for the disabled. Winter conditions and nearby woodcutting, etc. have destroyed the smooth surface. Signage has also disappeared. I am in contact with the Forestry Commission about this, but initial enquiries suggest it may not be reinstated in the near future because of a lack of finance.

· SR to write to Forestry Commission re the bad state of the byway and other pathways in West Woods due to 4x4 traffic.     










                            Action SR
· PB to investigate tied up gate on footpath close by Grey Wethers Cottage on A4.


              Action PB
60. FINANCE – Report: 

· The accounts for the year to date (17 Jan 06) have been reconciled and stand at:

Current Bank Account

£3604.71  (see statement 107)

Deposit Bank Account

£3000.00

Balance carried forward from last year

£4532.28

Total receipts for the yr to date:
               £8798.02


       Total payments for yr to date:


£7587.06



       Total available funds (ie cash book balance): 
£5743.24


       Funds in reserve over and above budgeted expenditure and contingency allowances stand at  £829.24

· A deposit account has been opened with Lloyds TSB and £3000 has been transferred to it from the current account.   A close eye will have to be kept on the cash flow situation to make sure funds are available in the current account when necessary.

· GR proposed SR seconded and it was agreed that the Clerk’s salary be increased in line with the review agreed by NALC, starting on 1st April 2005.  It is an increase of 26p per hour, making the bimonthly payment of £611.45 rise to £629.55.  

· The chairman of the KVH thanked the PC for the offer of £300 towards professional fees regarding the KVH refurbishment project.  He has been able to keep these fees to within the amount of the SOLVE grant.  But he would be very grateful if the £300 could be reallocated as a commitment of support from PC for the project when seeking other funding.  This was agreed.

· It was agreed that a donation of £30 be sent to SPLASH - activities organised for youngsters during Summer Holidays (free to those on low income and travel vouchers for the bus for all children to enable them to access the activities).  But members requested the Clerk enquire at St Johns and PB from Kennet Valley School if they knew of the take up of these opportunities.  Also a piece for the Parish Mag asking the same.
Action Clerk/PB
· It was agreed that the annual donation to the Parish Magazine be £100 as allocated in the budget.    Action Clerk
· The following retrospective and outstanding cheques were approved:
611
Playground Services


£171.21

612
Hire of KVH June-Nov


£ 67.00








       613
Donation to UKN website


£ 50.00



       614
Clerk’s salary Dec-Jan (inc back pay)
£719.56




       615
Clerk’s expenses



£  24.91
60. AOB

· Complaints have been received regarding the thoughtless use of fireworks.  It was decided to put a piece in the Parish Mag for the Autumn on firework etiquette, ie timing, direction, informing neighbours with animals etc, but in the meantime put it on the UKN web site.  Clerk to draft for consultation.
Action Clerk

· BR suggested a follow up enquiry about the design of the Lockeridge Bridge when it undergoes repair, in case there will be opportunities to incorporate some of the mental speed bumps discussed above.
Action Clerk

.

The meeting closed at 9.35 pm.                

 This is the last page of the minutes of the P C meeting held on 30 January 2006

Next PC Meeting is on Mon 27th 2006 at 7.30pm in the Kennet Valley Hall
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