FYFIELD AND WEST OVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 2 - 06/07

Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on the 31 July 2006 at 7.30pm in the Kennet Valley Hall.

Present : Cllr  S Rogers (Chrm), Cllr M Spender,  Cllr B Rayment, Cllr P Oliver, Cllr J Hartshorn, Cllr P Burrowbridge, Cllr A Baring, C Cllr M Maude, Cllr L Backhouse, Cllr J Woodget

Apologies:  Cnty Cllr Chris Humphries, Cnty Cllr Tony Molland, Cllr L Roberts, Dist Cllr Brian Ashley, Cllr M Waite
In attendance:  Mrs S Stedman (Clerk), Dist Cllr David Hunter 

16. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman. 
17. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES: 
· Map of potential traffic bottlenecks within the parish will be progressed in the autumn.



Action MS 
· ‘Pathways for Change’ – SR had replied on behalf of the PC a copy to be put in the Distribution File.
                   Action SR
· Charcoal burning sites – BR consulted the Watts Family, there were no recollections of charcoal burning within living memory.

· Induction chat – for new Cllrs to be arranged for next week.



          Action MS/JH/MW/MM
18. CORRESPONDENCE – Items noted from the circulated Mail Log were: 
· ML 11 – Invitation to become a member of the Jubilee Centre and the AGM.  It was agreed the PC were not interested
· ML 20 – SR was not able to attend the WALC AGM or attend the seminar on Parish Plans but it was agreed that Community First be asked to come and speak to the PC about Parish Plans            




         Action Clerk


· ML 25 – Info on SPLASH summer activities, it did not appear from this leaflet that there was much going on in Kennet except possibly at the Youth Centre, but information for these activities was not advertised, nor a Tel no supplied and the website did not function.  SR to ask MCASP or MADT to follow this up.






Action SR

· ML 30 – Info re re-cycling scheme at Urchfont to reduce waste, but no report on website as yet.  PC was asked by Kennet to consider it.  The PC felt that generally the residents in the Parish were all doing their bit towards re-cycling and that we should wait until the present system was bedded in before considering any other options.  BR explained that he had arranged with KDC for ‘Orange’ refuse bags to be delivered to and picked up from 4 households in the Parish whose members voluntarily emptied litter bins or cleared wayside rubbish and could not be expected to sort for re-cycling and will include JH for Fyfield PA.
Action BR

· ML 40 – Info re change of staff at the Marlborough Highways Depot, concern was expressed that they were not responding to requests.  Clerk will be contacting the new team re request for ‘Horses Crossing’ notice for the A4 in Fyfield at bottom of the byway to Fyfield Down.









           Action Clerk

· ML 57 – Invite to Community First AGM on 4th October Corn Exchange at 7.00pm, buffet at 6.00pm with presentation focussing on housing issues facing rural communities.  RSVP by 22 Sept.  LB or MM or MS to attend.

             Action Clerk

· ML 67 – KDC draft Parking Strategy consultation.  SR to comment by 4th Aug.  KDC will be enforcing the parking regulations that will remain the same for the time being, Short term free parking near shops, medium term expensive parking near shops etc and long term cheaper parking further from town centres.  SR to comment on lack of free parking for Doctor’s surgery, particularly difficult for confused elderly and those requiring multiple visits.
· ML 73 – Kennet corporate Strategy Review – mid term consultation – SR will comment by 30 Sept.

Action SR



          

19. REPORTS FROM OTHER BODIES

· K V Hall – BR reported that: The Committee met on 18th July and the following was discussed:


Bookings – generally healthy, and school has committed to use of Hall for their next school year commencing September.


Refuse Collection. Refuse will still be collected once a week, but all surplus rubbish will be for recycling, four Recycle Bins have been installed. New strict rules for hall users are currently being prepared and will be enforced eg deposit retained should Hall Users leave surplus rubbish.

Temporary Event Notices. New licensing reg is restricting opportunities to hire out the Hall. A strong communication has been sent to Michael Ancram requesting his support in persuade Government to modify the rules for Village Halls. (No reply yet). However press reports indicate that some changes are in the offing.


Kitchen & Toilets Refurbishment Project. Result of Lottery Grant Application is due by end of August. In anticipation the work is being scheduled for January 2007. Limited use will still be possible as temporary toilets will be set up outside the front door.


For your diaries:-
Film Club. The first show is on November 19th, a second show either Jan or Feb.  Skittle Evening. The existing Alley will be revived with a Skittles Evening on Thursday 16th November. Harvest Supper. On Saturday 28th October. Christmas Bingo. On Friday 15th December. Volunteers needed to collect house to house for the prizes. AGM – Thursday 5th October 


BR sought the support of all members of the Parish Council for the Hall Committee`s efforts in sustaining the Village Hall as the social hub of the Parish. 

· Marlborough Area Development Trust Summer Fair: MM and SS reported that it was all right in spite of the storm.
· Landscape Group – MS reported that the group met on 29 June.  It is planned to have the 2 village walks ready for publication in Oct/Nov and that it was agreed to widen the activities to include general walks to be advertised in advance, first on Sat 14th Oct and to arrange talks on topics pertaining to the natural and historic landscape.  In the meantime research into funding and printing of the information already gathered and a local walks pack progresses.
· KV School  - It is still looking for a temporary Head, the PTA BBQ was a success, but it was learned that the KVH stage curtains had been pulled down.  The Governors will be notified.
· ‘Pathways for Change’ – MS had attended the public meeting and recently spoken to Jenny Edward the Patient Liaison Manager who was pleased with the 2000 responses.  The 2 PCTs involved will be meeting on 14 Sept, she thought none of the options would be implemented in total but that a mixture of the options would be considered, the E Kennet commissioning group had been the main protagonists, nobody was sure that Savernake hospital could be sold and other medical uses were being considered. 
· CPRE AGM – LB reported that Elinor Goodmnan was the key speaker (Chmn of the DEFRA Affordable Rural Housing Commission).  The talk was interesting and the Commission is fully aware of all the problems in respect of the lack of such housing and its impact on local communities.  LB will obtain a copy of the Report to study.



Action LB




20. PLANNING COMMITTEE – MS reported that the committee had met 4 times and responded to one application under delegated powers, Minutes had been circulated.  She had studied the Regional Spatial Plan consultation (for Distribution File), it appears that Kennet is totally bypassed for any priority action, MS will comment about the social housing problems.  MS had spoken to Miss Hughes at Kennet re the applications received for various types of equine stabling and the grey areas in change of use, health and safety  policy etc.  Clerk to ring Miss Hughes regarding further information on K/54687/F after she has visited the site.

Action clerk
21.    PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE- PO reported that:  The Play Areas Committee met on the 19th July 2006 

· Inspections. Weekly /Fortnightly inspections to are being carried out by JH for Fyfield, PB for Lockeridge and PO for KVH and  Wicksteed will undertake the Annual Inspection at cost of £120.00 (3x40 per play area) for 2006 and report later this summer

· Repairs & Maintenance The bulk of the items raised on last year’s report have now been addressed. The replacement rungs to the Burma Bridge at Fyfield need to be shaped prior to fitting and this is with Andy Allen. Richard Hartshorn has kindly offered to fix the latch and spring to the entrance gate. The chains to the swings at Knights Close (WO) have being replaced and there remains a very small amount of Wet Pour infill required which will hopefully be done next time they are in the area. The committee considers that the Lockeridge swings remain serviceable with regular tightening of the shackles by BR but in the medium to long term these swings will require replacement, BR & PO suggested that this should be born in mind when budgeting for the future.
· Grass Cutting WO Sports Field is being cut by MM and is greatly improved with football being played on a regular basis. Initial enquiries have been made to Kennet Resources regarding changing the cuts for Lockeridge green but no responses have been received yet. The play areas committee are considering if it is feasible to arrange a small number of guaranteed cuts (say 4) for this area with further cuts carried out on a ‘as required’ basis. This would keep the grass under control during the spring but would mean the Parish were not paying for unnecessary cuts during the summer when the grass grows less quickly.
· Football at Fyfield JH has noted that youngsters are enjoying playing football in the Fyfield play area. Immediately adjoining neighbours are being very reasonable about this but have asked if it was possible for there to be a goalpost with net to reduce the amount of balls hitting and damaging their fences on the boundaries. PO was concerned that encouraging football by the addition of nets might lead to potentially more nuisance and damage.  The Fyfield play area is equipped as a play area for smaller children and there may be a conflict between this use and use for Sporting activities. Common sense says that if children are playing football in this area and the adjoining property owners have asked that they can have a goalpost rather than kicking a ball against their fences then we should provide one. However if you had a number of older lads kicking a football about and knocking over smaller children or kicking balls over fences and damaging adjoining properties we may, as a Parish Council, be criticised or face claims for allowing the misuse of this area.  The Clerk had enquired from the Insurers as to the liability cover and as long as the PC has taken steps to ensure that sensible steps have been taken to reduce any possible damage it is covered.  It was decided that different types of netting including a small goal be priced with a view to installing something to prevent misuse of the fence and the children concerned be told to be considerate to both the neighbours and their property and to any smaller children in the play area.
             Action PO
22. HOUSING AFFAIRS – LB reported that following the article in the Parish Magazine she had been contacted by the one of the Trustees of the land either side of the Old Barn, Rhyles Lane, to see if there would be any interest in the land for social housing, providing permission would be granted for houses to be built by themselves for private sale.  They are fully aware that this would be unlikely, but LB has passed all the details to Carol Southall (Housing Enabler).  MS suggested she (as planning chmn) ask the planners whether this is unlikely because of planning, sustainability or any other issues.  This was agreed.

Action MS
Shared Ownership properties – some such properties in Baydon have been advertised to people without local connections because locals cannot afford them.  LB feels this should be borne in mind in future with regard to affordable housing.

Loss of Affordable Housing in the Parish since the Right to Buy came into force has been 68 houses in the 3 villages, leaving 44 still available (including those in Wyman’s Field).

23. TRAFFIC/ROAD SAFETY/POLICE 

· The proposal tabled by MS and seconded by SR that “a committee be formed, with a chairman and a minimum of one representative from each village” and that the standing orders be altered accordingly, was agreed unanimously.

· JW agreed to be Chairman and AB rep for Fyfield (with LB as backup), PB rep for Lockeridge with MS as backup, it was suggested MW might agree to be the rep for WO.




                           Action –  WO rep to be finalised
· The remit of the new traffic committee: committee to meet when necessary, quorum to be 3, committee to deal with matters of Traffic Management, Police and Public Transport.

· MS agreed to represent the Parish at the Kennet Police Community Consultative Group (PCCG) meetings, as it tied in with her Emergency Liaison role.

· BR thought that the Lockeridge speed project ought to be brought up to speed by the new committee bearing in mind the original work undertaken and the new concepts of traffic calming and the possibility of incorporating such plans into the repairs to be undertaken on Lockeridge bridge.

24. FOOTPATHS – PB reported that:

· Letter received from Richard Broadhead (WCC R of W and Land Charges Manager) about footpath 11 with a copy of survey form completed by PC around 1950 and copy of Definitive Statement: saying WCC has no powers to restrict ploughing or to require reinstatement of path 11, if it is obstructed by crops.  The existence of the path on the Definitive Map was unchallenged at the time, and nothing was done at the time to bring the path back into use; more recently more obstructions have occurred. Estimate for new bridge is £5000-£6000, not budgeted for currently.  RB suggests that PC liaise with current landowners, showing extent of local interest, to “get things moving.” (PC file suggests this approach has been tried on several occasions already.)  PB wishes to reply: BR felt it was the responsibility of WCC, this was agreed by the Council, also that PB with SR write a strong letter to that effect and include the comments on FP 11 made by the Ramblers Association.        



          Action PB/SR

· Long grass along both sides of road near entrance to Southfields, WO has been reported, no response from Highways/Clarence.

· Reported to Esther Daly :long grass in WO on path adjacent to Alma House, leading to Forge Lane. Grass previously cut by local person who also cut grass in churchyard, but no longer. Simon Taylor has cut it for time being. Awaiting reply.  It was agreed that if ED was unable to help that Robert Oakey be asked to strim it.


           Action clerk if necessary

· Letter of thanks sent to National Trust for installing new gate at far end of Lockeridge Dene, but also pointing out that gate remains padlocked.

· PB liaised with Fraser Bradbury regarding litter left by overnight campers in West Woods, near byway on western edge. Fraser referred matter to KDC (fly-tipping) and to local police. Litter has not been cleared yet.

· PB responded to query from a Clatford resident about route of bridleway 14/15 near Clatford Hall and an obstructing tree and referred him to Preshute PC.

· Recent changes in law, affecting users on public rights of way: 


After 2026, definitive map cannot be modified to record historic rights of way that have not been used recently.


Historic vehicular rights of way, which were originally used by non-mechanised vehicles, are now recorded as Restricted

   Byways. (unless there is evidence of use by mechanised vehicles as a right or the way is dedicated to such use.) A restricted byway is defined as being for people on foot, horses, bicycles, and non-mechanised vehicles, i.e. horse-drawn traffic. The term incorporates footpaths, bridleways, and BOATs.

   Ridgeway: permanent ban on all non-essential motorised traffic all year round from Barbury Castle to Ogbourne. Temporary/seasonal bans for seven winter months on other stretches in Wilts., Oxon., and West Berks. (Natural Environment and Rural Communities Bill, March 2006). PB to check.






Action PB
25. FINANCE
· Internal Auditor - has inspected the all the financial paperwork for the last financial year and checked everything according to the questions to be answered in the Internal Auditor's Report, which he has completed and signed

· Annual Return:  The Chairman has studied the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2006, based on the accounts approved at the last meeting and sought the Council's agreement that they represent a true record.  This was unanimously agreed and the Return signed by the Chm and RRO.
· Statement of Assurance: The Chairman having studied this and the Council's system of internal financial controls, risk assessment procedures, that the accounts were prepared in accordance with the regulations and codes etc read it to the members who approved the statement unanimously, which was then signed. 

· Finance Committee Chairman: SR had asked MM, he said he was prepared to do it and  the members approved the appointment.

· The accounts for this year to date (31 July 06)

Balance carried forward from last year:

£4111.43


Total Receipts for the yr to date:


£4413.34








£8524.77

Total Payments for yr to date:


£3884.97


The available (cash book) balance is: 

£4639.80

The reconciled Balances are: 


in the current a/c:



£2932.60


in deposit a/c:




£3026.55


There are no funds in reserve over and above budgeted expenditure and contingency allowances. 

· Election Expenses: a letter has been received from KDC reminding us that they will be charging us for any election expenses incurred on the Council’s behalf.  These would be minimal if both the District and Parish elections in this Parish are uncontested, however there are many permutations of what could occur and on consulting Jonathon Gale he advised us to budget for a possible expenditure of £850 when setting our precept for next year.  (We have until now only budgeted for £500 – in our contingency for this).
· Appeals: Citizens Advice Bureau – have advised 7 people from our Parish April 05 – March 06, some of whom are receiving on-going help. MS proposed and PO seconded that £50 be sent, this was agreed.
           

Action Clerk
· The following retrospective/outstanding cheques were approved:

633
WTA Smith (FF playarea)

£ 176.25


634
Playground services

£ 387.75


635
Grass cutting WO s/f

£  31.73


636
Rent WO s/f


£ 100.00




637
KDC grass cutting Ap/Jun

£ 205.62


638
PCC UKNews extra pages

£ 240.00


639
Grass cutting WO s/f

£   31.72

640
Clerk’s Salary Jun/Jul

£ 648.13

641
Clerk’s expenses   Jun/Jul

£  42.15

642
Bobby Van Appeal


£  40.00

643
Grass cutting WO s/f

£  21.15
26. AOB:  Please note new date for next meeting will be Monday 9th October 2006
Next PC Meeting is on Monday 9th October 2006 at 7.30pm in the Kennet Valley Hall
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