FYFIELD AND WEST OVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 6 - 05/06

Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on the 27 March 2006 at 7.30pm in the Kennet Valley Hall.

Present : Cllr  S Rogers (Chrm), Cllr M Spender,  Cllr B Rayment, Cllr P Oliver, Cllr M Maude, Cllr L Backhouse,

Cllr G Robinson, Cllr J Woodget,  Cllr J Hartshorn, Cllr V Handover

Apologies:  , Cllr P Burrowbridge, , Cnty Cllr Chris Humphries, Cnty Cllr Tony Molland, Cllr A Baring,  
In attendance:  Mrs S Stedman (Clerk), Dist Cllr David Hunter, Dist Cllr B Ashley and 1 member of the public

61. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
· It was proposed by PO and seconded by BR that the minutes be approved this was unanimously agreed and signed by the Chairman. 
62.  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

· The Initial Response Plan for Civil Emergencies a meeting of the Major Emergency Group (MEG) was held (MS, Clerk, Gary Sears and Nick Stedman) they considered the plan and made a few amendments.  The plan will be circulated by email to Cllrs and paper copies to be placed in the Churches and Village Hall.  It appears plans for traffic management after a major accident on the A4 are difficult to arrange as it depends on where and when an accident occurs.  It was agreed to mention the problem points for traffic through the villages to the local officer.  MS will be attending a First Aid course, after which she will purchase a First Aid kit, the PC agreed a sum of £50 to cover the kit and photocopying of the Plan.







Action MS  

· Clerk has put a piece in the Parish Mag on dog fouling by the school and other places where people congregate and will wait and see if this solves the problem before progressing a notice.

· Firework Etiquette.  A draft notice has been commented on by Cllrs it was agreed that the final one will be put in the Parish Mag for  May and  October and the UKN web site.
Action Clerk

· Design of the Lockeridge Bridge - an email has been sent to WCC, there has been no reply.  It was decided that a copy should be sent to the Cnty Cllrs.
Action Clerk


63.CORRESPONDENCE – Items noted from the circulated Mail Log were:

· ML 1617 a letter of resignation from George Robinson, SR to write letter of thanks, card signed by all.  Notices have been placed announcing a vacancy to be filled by co-option.





Action SR
· ML 1622 Info and conclusions re feedback and consultations on Wilts and Swindon Draft Waste Development Plan, SR noted that plans for a recycling site at Barrow Farm (Xmas tree sales site on A4) were rejected on grounds of AONB and   traffic.

· ML 1637 Friends of Ridgeway newsletter and subscription renewal (£10), it was agreed to rejoin.
           Action Clerk
· ML 1639 ‘Revision the Strategy for Wiltshire’ consultation, SR will comment.


           Action SR
· ML 1660 & 1676 after a complaint from a resident the Clerk emailed WCC Highways (Marlbrough) about the condition of the wall beside the footpath opposite the bus shelter in WO.  The cement is cracked in places and some stones have been removed and there is slight movement in a few others.  WCC were informed of this two years ago.  Chrissy Powel of the Highways depot replied that the wall had been inspected and has been found to be in reasonable repair and not requiring attention at present.

· ML 1670 Inspectors Decision re Preshute 12, due to legal technicalities it is remain as per the High Court decision a BOAT (byway open to all traffic)

· ML 1671 Subscription renewal for CPRE - £26, it was decided to renew this as it provided useful information on some of the rural problems encountered locally.






           Action Clerk
· ML 1673 Info on and timetable for lengthsmen for coming season.  Clerk to keep and will email Cllrs for jobs to be done before the relevant dates.







           Action Clerk
· ML 1675 rearrangement of recycling and rubbish collection was noted, all households will be informed.

· ML  1684 invoice for renewal of WALC subscription £207.49 + VAT, it was decided to ask whether the subscription was tiered and assess the benefit of membership and decide at next PC meeting.


           Action Clerk

There were 2 consultation documents since the last meeting.

64.  REPORTS FROM OTHER BODIES – note was taken of the reports circulated from:

· KVH - New track and curtains have  been installed on the stage, a new [second hand] sit-on mower has been purchased to be used for the grass around the Hall. The Cricket Club are making their own arrangements for cutting the field. After the above purchases the Hall finances stand at £4368. A final specification has now been agreed for the Kitchen and Toilets Project and tenders have gone out to four builders. Once received a final budget will be prepared ready to submit with Grant Applications. It is still hoped that the work can be carried out during August but this is subject to a successful Grant outcome. The Hall floor will be resurfaced this summer. Nobody has yet come forward prepared to "manage" the Film Club concept. An advert will be placed in the April edition of the Upper Kennet News.
· Marlborough Area Community Forum– SR was unable to attend, comments from last meeting are in the distribution file.
· Landscape Group – is to meet next week.
· KV School – it seems unlikely that a new Head will be found in time for September.
65.  PLANNING COMMITTEE – 2 meetings have been held since the last PC meeting and the minutes circulated.  

· Village Design Statement – was found to be on the Kennet web site, SR wrote to Ed White of Forward Planning asking why we had not been consulted.  He replied very promptly and apologised for not contacting us.  It is there as it is part of Supplementary Planning Guidance.
· New Conservation Areas – Kennet are asking if the PC wishes to recommend a new area for conservation status by 2nd May.  WO Cllrs to consult and it will be discussed at the next planning meeting on 6th April.  MS reminded Cllrs to let the Clerk know if they can or cannot attend a planning meeting as soon as possible after receiving the meeting notice.

66.  PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE- The committee had not met, but will do soon:

· JH will progress the removal of the chippings in FF play area.





Action JH
· PB to chase the mending the gate of the FF play area. 






Action PB
· The inspection report for Knights Close play area said the seat chains to the set of two swings should be replaced by 9th June, this is to be looked into.  The safety surface gap is in hand to be filled when weather is dry, the split plastic covering the chain net is to be mended with suitable tape.




Action committee
· In the WO sports field PO repaired one of the goal posts, the grass is short at the moment, it will be cut when necessary.  The area is being well used.

· BR will put a note in the Parish Mag advertising the netball court.




Action BR

67. HOUSING AFFAIRS – Report

· The Old Barn in Rhyls Lane has been sold, the new owner wishes to use it as a business site.  Clerk to check the conditions on the last planning consent.






          Action Clerk
· The article for the Parish Magazine on the affordable housing situation, is ready for publication.
           Action Clerk

· As a result of a letter to Ms Memoli (KDC) re lack of properties in the Parish being allocated to local people and raising the possibility of S106 agreements being put in place when a property next became vacant.  Replies were received from Mike Rowan (barrister) saying it is not legally possible to make empty properties the subject of an S106 agreement in relation to allocation.  But KDC does require that a percentage of new developments are affordable housing.  The Housing Manager at KDC (who LB met on 8th March) noted our comments but cannot do anything.  He stated we already have a proportion of properties that require a local connection and that in rural areas if there are two people with the same points at the top of the list for a particular property then it will be given to the one with local connections.

· WALC Conference on Rural Housing – MM attended and reported it was a good opportunity to meet a wide range of people involved in social housing, Ted Howles who will help facilitate any planning hold-up, also Cllr Janet Giles the KDC Housing Champion.  Elinor Goodman, Chairman of the Rural Housing Commission, is aware of all the issues, there will be a report soon.  It was agreed that after any response from the article in the P Mag that MM would invite Ted Howles to visit.

68.TRAFFIC/ROAD SAFETY/POLICE  

· JW reported that not much has happened since the last meeting.  She had been in touch with the Parish Clerk at Latton, North of Swindon and spoken about the work they had done with Ben Hamilton Baillee and heard that they were very pleased with the progress they have made so far with the traffic through the village.  Peter Forbes, who coordinated everything, is no longer on Latton Parish council but JW intends to contact him in the next few days, and make a visit, with any Parish councilors interested, in the near future.





Action JW

· BR asked when Ivy Lane is to be resurfaced, JW offered to ring Dennis Compton at WCC highways.            Action JW 
69. FOOTPATHS – PB reported that:

· He had contacted Robin Swanton about the blocked footpath beside Greywethers Cottage on the A4. He is intending to do some fencing very soon and was happy to make the path more accessible.
· PB had carried out a survey of West Woods, passing the details to SR for her letter to the Forestry Commission - such things as vehicles leaving the designated bye-way, general untidiness after tree-felling, path for the disabled, lack of bridleway signs, etc. SR has written to the Forestry Commission detailing the above and asking if they would like to come to speak on the management of the woods.  MS suggested Frazer Bradbury at Savernake office.           Action SR
·  PB has asked Esther Daly to improve the Lockeridge entrance at the car park gate where it had been churned up by horses, to facilitate disabled access. A load of scalpings has now appeared and seems to have dried out and levelled the surface for the time being,
· PB has sent a reminder to Mr. Oram at South Farm, West Overton, about maintaining the bridleway across his field - southwards out of WO towards the Alton Barnes Road. He did this last year, albeit rather later than ideally.  SR and PO will visit and ask when it is to be done.




        

        Action SR/PO
· Footpath 11 is still high on the list. Since WCC carried out their survey last year, all has gone silent!  The PC wants this to be progressed.  SR will write to Cllr CH.





                           Action SR 

70. FINANCE – Report: 

· The accounts for the year to date (27 March 06) have been reconciled and stand at:

Current Bank Account


£2760.24  (see statement 109)

Deposit Bank Account


£3010.67 (see statement 2)

Balance carried forward from last year

 £4532.28

Total receipts for the yr to date:

               £8808.69

       
Total payments for yr to date:


 £8848.22


      
Total available funds are (cash book balance): 
 £4492.75


Funds in reserve over and above budgeted expenditure and contingency allowances stand at  £758.

· SPLASH appeal – enquiries to St John’s school have yielded nothing, the admin staff know that vouchers are distributed, but no further details.  A piece has been put in the magazine for this April seeking responses as to whether local children use the facilities on offer and in particular the transport vouchers.  The PC agreed to donate £30 and use the numbers from the magazine response as a basis for next year.



         Action Clerk

· Village Cleansing Grant –15 hours of cleansing have been completed and that together with the cost of the equipment leaves approx £35 from the budgeted £200.  The previous year’s grant was not spent and it has just been learnt that a £500 grant has been allocated for the coming financial year.  It was suggested that the road from Boreham corner as far as the cottages in East Kennet be cleared of litter, also that the car park on the Lockeridge side of Westwoods be looked at after the Bluebell Sundays and that some nettle slashing could be attempted when they have grown and are causing problems.  It was decided to call Clarence when the litter in the Bell car park on A4 gets too bad.  Clerk to be informed of any other places that need tidying up.




       Action Clerk/All Cllrs
· The following retrospective and outstanding cheques were approved:



616
Donation to Parish Magazine

£100.00




617
Cash for Community Cleansing

£100.00


`

618
KDC grass cutting Oct/Dec

£319.01




619
Clerk’s Salary Feb/March


£629.55




620
Clerk’s expenses Feb/March

£112.60




621
KDC grass cutting Jan/March

£319.01

71. AOB

· Members were reminded that the Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Tuesday 25th April in the KVH at 7.30pm and that reports by the various representatives should be prepared.  Clerk to arrange refreshment – wine and nibbles.  Everyone to encourage residents to attend.






        Action ALL

· A letter of resignation has been received from Cllr Veronica Handover as from the end of April . Clerk to inform KDC.











                       Action Clerk
 The meeting closed at 9.30 pm.                

 This is the last page of the minutes of the P C meeting held on 27th March 2006

Next PC Meeting is on Thursday 25th May 2006 at 7.30pm in the Kennet Valley Hall
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