`FYFIELD AND WEST OVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 3 - 06/07

Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on the 9 October 2006 at 7.30pm in the Kennet Valley Hall.

Present : Cllr  S Rogers (Chrm), Cllr M Spender,  Cllr B Rayment, , Cllr J Hartshorn, Cllr A Baring, Cllr M Maude, Cllr L Backhouse

Apologies: Cllr L Roberts, Cllr M Waite, Cllr P Oliver, Cllr P Burrowbridge,  Cllr J Woodget, Dist Cllr David Hunter,  Cnty Cllr Tony Molland
In attendance:  Mrs S Stedman (Clerk), Cnty Cllr Chris Humphries, Dist Cllr Brian Ashley,

27. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman after the correction in para 23 point 2: MS should read PB, with MS as back up.
28. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES: 
· Map of potential traffic bottlenecks within the parish will be progressed in the autumn.



Action MS 
· ‘Pathways for Change’ – SR will check a copy of her reply was put in the Distribution File.
                   
Action SR
· New Cllrs – have had their induction chat, packs to be progressed, new Cllr Pack to be available soon from WALC.  It was decided that labels with photos were not required, so long as village reps phoned applicants prior to site visits.
             Action Clerk

· Parish Plans – As SR was unable to attend the seminar on Parish Plans, Marion Rayner of Community First will give a talk to the PC and any other interested party at the next PC meeting starting at 7.0pm on Mon 27th November.

              Action Clerk 
· SPLASH – SR found 3 ads at the Leisure Centre, but has not had a chance to mention it at MCASP.
· Recycling – Orange bags have been delivered to BR and JH, Liz Neild and Robert Oakey and will be collected by KDC from those households only.  If anyone has litter they wish to dispose of please let the Clerk, BR or JH know.
· Horses Crossing – WCC have agreed to install and fund notices.  A site meeting with Paul Bollen of Highways to be arranged shortly. 









        Action Clerk/AB

29. CORRESPONDENCE – Items noted from the circulated Mail Log were: 
· ML 80 – Our Parish Steward is Paul Chapman, lengthsmen will visit on 15 November and 13 December, Cllrs to let the Clerk know if there is anything that needs to be done before hand.  Chrissy Powell is the local point of contact and co-ordinator.
Action All                 
· ML 91 – Notes on questions and answers from WCC Meet and Greet evening of general interest, see Distribution file.
· ML 127 – MS suggested the PAWS leaflet maybe of interest to the Over 60s.  Clerk to action.

             Action Clerk 
· ML 130 – WALC website link, Clerk to contact David Throup with this. Re seminar on Community Consultation - it was noted that WCC had a number of model template questionnaires that could be adapted for community consultation.
              Action clerk

· ML 158 – Let of thanks for donation and offer of talk from CAB.  LB agreed to give a summary talk of the services provided by the CAB at the January PC meeting, so that Cllrs are informed to enable them to refer anyone seeking help.

Action LB

· ML 164 – Temporary Event Guidance Notice – BR said he was still trying to find out whether any changes to the legislation have or were about to be made re village halls and TENS, Cllr CH said the Mr Knights would know if anything had changed.
· ML 170 – CAB AGM, LB will be attending.







Action LB

· ML 171 –It was noted that the Wiltshire Newsletter had been circulated via email and had links to information on Local Speed Limit policy and other items of interest.










          

30. REPORTS FROM OTHER BODIES 

· K V Hall – Chairman`s Annual Report from Brian Rayment
The objectives of reviving the enthusiasm of the Committee, to develop a programme of major refurbishment that would create a Village Hall to be proud of and to encourage more social activities based at the Hall are all well on the way to being achieved. 

OUTSIDE: We have invested in a new sit-on mower to help keep the grass area immediately surrounding the Hall immaculate - many thanks to Colin Watts.  The Cricket Club has maintained the field itself in pristine condition. We hope their own objectives for new equipment and storage are successful. The outside contractor cutting and strimming the western edge and the bottom area incorporating the bike trail has also worked well.  Thanks to Vera Watts and Janet Rayment for their excellent contribution in maintaining the surround to the Hall tidy and the flower garden at the rear, to help them, a water butt has been installed.  The front entrance doors have been re-varnished.  We have adopted our own recycling policy with four new bins for bottles and cans and  happy to report we seem to have had the total support and co-operation of everyone.

INSIDE: From Hall funds the big expenditure this year was the successful making and installation of the stage backcloth.  We are pleased to report that the total funding required for the Kitchen and Toilets Refurbishment Project of £63,607 has now been achieved through the following Grant Awards: The Big Lottery Reaching Communities Programme £50000.00, The Landfill Tax Credit Scheme – financed by Hills Recycling and administered by Community First £10500.00, Community Foundation for Wiltshire and Swindon [specifically relating to the Kitty O`Connor Bequest] £3000.00, SOLVE – administered by Community First £1000.00, Fyfield and West Overton Parish Council [help towards Professional Fees]£300.00. The implementation of the Project is now scheduled to take place during the four week period starting 8th January 2006 when the Hall will be closed.  We plan to redecorate the Hall itself and the Entrance Lobby at the same time.  Thanks to the Embroiderers Guild who are planning to produce a Wall Hanging for the Hall, designs to be taken from the Local Landscape, members of the Hall Committee will be invited to participate in the selection process.

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES: There was revival of the Christmas Bingo last December, our thanks to Mrs Vera and Colin Watts, Rob Duckett and helpers for running it so successfully. This year it will be held on December 15th.  A successful Easter Bingo also took place. Harvest Supper continues to be a most successful annual event with its team of organisers led by Kay Harris who make it so enjoyable for all sections of the Community. This year the Harvest Supper is scheduled for October 28th.  The idea of a Community Film Night was considered and a working party established led by Carolyn Stimpson, the launch will be on Sunday 19th November. Subject to its success it is hoped that Community Film Nights will become a regular feature. We are reviving the Skittle Alley in the  Hall and a Skittles Evening is planned for 16th November.

GENERAL: Hall bookings remain good and the School have committed to another year.  A major concern is the problem of the new Sale of Alcohol Licensing Rules which only allow us to accept 12 bookings during the year where alcohol will be sold, I have written to our MP. The committee welcomed Kirsti Ryall-Gould who represents the Bluebell Nursery and Toddlers Group. Unfortunately our Minutes Secretary Claire Meyer is leaving the district, thanks to her for her enthusiasm and contribution. Finally thanks the Committee for all your support, in particular Kay for all her invaluable work, without which we would not be able to function. We look forward to a most successful year ahead.

· Landscape Group – MS reported that a local walk is organised for Sat 14th Oct meet at the Who d’a at 10am.
· KV School  - there have been no applicants for Head Teacher from the last advertisement.
· Community First AGM – MS and MM attended, they heard from and spoke to various people regarding affordable housing.
· MCASP (Marlborough Community Area Strategic Partnership) – the Minutes of the last meeting had been circulated.  SR attended the workshop on village shops.  Mr & Mrs Stannard who run the PO in Avebury are retiring, SR suggested that we give support to Avebury to keep the shop open, it was thought the National Trust will be taking it over, SR to enquire.         Action SR
· AWHS (Avebury World Heritage Site) – There was a difference of opinion on the Management Steering Committee regarding the scope of the remit in the management plan, should it be the to protect the historical monuments alone or the historical landscape and the monuments therein.  The PC agreed that SR should support the historical landscape.



Action SR



31.  PLANNING COMMITTEE – Two outstanding applications were dealt with:

· K/55133/F for new vehicular access from the Lockeridge Rd to the paddock south of the Firs, Fyfield, this was discussed in some detail, but the PC decided not to object to the proposal as long as the safety aspects were considered by WCC Highways and  commented that there is major disquiet about the use, by heavy lorries and caravans, of the eastern access on to Church Lane in Lower Fyfield and they would like WCC to take this into consideration and would also like this lower access to be closed if approval for the higher, western, access is granted.
· K/55189/F for minor amendments to approved application K/54100 for alteration and extensions to West Woods, Clatford Bottom.  There were no objections or comments from the members.
32.  PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE- PO reported that:  

· Inspections. The report from Wicksteed has been received. Information signs indicating the nearest first aid pint, telephone and whom to report defects to should be at all play areas.  This may have a bearing on next year’s budget, PO is investigating where they are needed to and the costs.  It was pointed out that previous notices on Lockeridge Green had been stolen, so not to spend too much money on that one.  It was noted that the swing frame on Lock Green is nearing the end of its service, the timber can be treated to extend its life.  PO feels that the PC must plan to replace them in say 2 years and look for grant funding.  In FF- items noted are already being seen to, except the double gate which is sagging.  At KVH- monitor and make good undulations to the knots of turf areas and remove germinating grass to avoid trips.  Zurich have inspected Knights Close WO and noted the 2 sets of swings are showing signs of corrosion and should be descaled and repainted.  
· Grass Cutting – the committee will continue to explore ways of reducing the number of cuts to Lockeridge Green and consider employing R Oakey to cut paths in longer grass to access the swings.
· Football at Fyfield – A football goalpost (W12’xH6’) has been purchased at a cost of £109 inc VAT and installed, thanks have been received from LFF residents.
33.  HOUSING AFFAIRS – LB reported that: 

· Affordable Rural Housing Commission Final Report – She was pleased to say that all the various concerns we have regarding affordable social housing or rather the lack of it have been addressed by the Commission.  It recommends - A plan-led approach as part of mainstream policy in regional and local spatial strategies - A fairer distribution of resources for housing in rural areas - Restrictions in the Right to buy and Right to Acquire schemes - Better use of planning tools available to generate more cross subsidy from open market development to social rented and low cost home ownership - Change in planners mindsets so they take into account the social needs of communities alongside the need to protect the environment. I understand that the Housing Corporation is in talks with various Ministers including Ruth Kelly as to when these recommendations will be implemented. 

· Housing in Baydon - “affordable” properties are now being offered for sale on a shared ownership basis at either 40% or 50% equity share.  For 40% share, a mortgage of £83,200 and £92,000 will be required plus the rental of  between £208 - £230 per month. She was not sure who could afford such affordable homes.  PC commented that it was rental properties that were needed.
· Discussion on availability of suitable sites for building affordable housing in the Parish. The Background: The Parish Council could approach one or more Housing Associations to progress the search for land within the Parish.  The advertisement in the Parish Magazine only generated one response. Another alternative is to contact Carol Southall, the Rural Housing Enabler to identify exception sites from the local plans and then contact the landowners directly. The matter has been raised with Ted Howles at KDC who has said the Council prefers to respond to any suggestions the Parish Council makes.  According to him Policy 33 of the local plan contains criteria for exception sites.  West Overton is listed in table H4 therefore has the potential for an exception site on the edge of the village (although it has lost its main facilities of shop and PO).  Fyfield is in table H5 and has the potential for a small infill exception site within the existing built up area of the village.

The following points were raised in the discussion:

a) Cllr CH said there were contradictions in the local and regional spatial planning strategies that have been produced, also that a number of local facilities were an essential requirement for affordable housing

b) MS wondered if ‘micro’ sustainable villages would be possible, or whether the combined facilities of our 3 villages would count.

c) It was felt that the whole-hearted support from the PC for a particular site was essential to persuade the planners.

d) MM thought a personal approach to land owners from the PC, if a suitable site that met the planning criteria was pin pointed, would be most effective.

It was agreed by the PC that Carol Southall be contacted and asked to meet the PC’s Housing and Planning Reps with the Local Plans and ground tour of parishes in anticipation of the PC approaching landowners with potentially suitable and sustainable sites.  Action LB

34. TRAFFIC/ROAD SAFETY/POLICE: there was no report

· BR commented as Lock rep that he was very unhappy with the lack of progress.

· MS will attend the next Police liaison meeting and will study the new Gov/WCC policies on speed limits.        Action MS
35. FOOTPATHS – PB reported that:

· The new gate at the far end of Lockeridge Dene is now un-padlocked. The speed of traffic on this stretch of road can be hazardous. He is planning a sketch and note about the gate for the next parish magazine, but will check the text with WCC in case there are PC liability implications should an accident occur on the road.






Action PB
· Robin Swanton has been reminded about installing a gate on the bridleway near Greywethers Cottage/North Farm. 

· The Forestry Commission has cleared two fallen trees from bridleways: one along the bridleway to the West Woods from Audley Down, the other on the bridleway through West Woods, leading sharp right out of the Lockeridge car park.

· The latter bridleway has recently been resurfaced. However, the improvement seems minimal – the new surface appears to consist largely of mud. LB has mentioned this to Esther Daly.

· Footpath 11- A letter has been sent to Richard Broadhead, WCC Rights of Way Manager, about Footpath 11 (discussed at last PC meeting). His reply says that he will approach the landowners concerned, but that “the problems of long-standing obstructions and legally recorded limitations to use have the unfortunate effect of weakening our position with regard to our powers of enforcement.”  A letter of support has been received from the secretary of NE Wilts.Ramblers Association.  SR has suggested sending letters to the landowners, expressing our wish to open the path but it is not yet established who the landowners are.  Cllr CH will contact Mr Broadhead and say that initially what is required is the removal of the fence obstructing the access to the path and signage in each direction (N&S) from the Lockeridge/Clatford road and that the PC feel it is WCC’s job to speak to the landowners.

36. FINANCE: MM reported that:
· The accounts for this year to date (19 Sept 06)
Balance carried forward from last year:

£4111.43

Total Receipts for the yr to date:

£4871.63

£8983.06
Total Payments for yr to date:


£4627.94

The available (cash book) balance is: 

£4355.12
The reconciled Balances: 

in the current a/c:



£2335.10



in deposit a/c:



£3034.71

There is £184.12 in reserve over and above budgeted expenditure and contingency allowances 

· Election Expenses: The committee agreed that it was unlikely that the worst case scenario of £850 would happen and that the existing £1000 contingency would cover it, so do not plan to increase the contingency.

· Appeals: Link - the committee recommend a donation of £50 this was approved by the PC. WiLSAR penny appeal, Clerk to make the usual enquiries.









Action Clerk
· External auditors certificate and opinion has been received and statutory notices placed.

· Mid-year Review:  it was agreed that there is no surplus for any extra expenditure this year.
· Capital expenditure for next financial year:  Notices for play areas and a possible contribution towards the electronics for the loop system in the KVH.

· Options for raising money: The committee agreed that capital funding for projects now appears to lie via grant giving bodies often requiring community involvement in applications.  The committee await, with interest, the presentation from Community First at the November PC meeting on Parish Plans.

· KVH request for promised contribution to professional fees arising from the refurbishment project, to be paid.        Action Clerk

· The following retrospective/outstanding cheques were approved:

644
Insurance KVH sports equip

£ 207.52


645
Grass cutting WO s/f

£  42.30


646
Wicksteed Inspection

£ 141.00





647
Mazars External Audit

£ 141.00




648
Internal Audit – B Chivers

£ 100.00



649
CAB Appeal


£   50.00


650
Goal Posts FF play area

£ 109.00

651
Clerk’s Salary Aug/Sept

£ 648.13

652
KVH donation to refurbishment
£ 300.00

37.  AOB: 

· Re complaints about horse ‘poo’ on the pavements in Fyfield alongside the A4, the Clerk will put a note in P’mag   Action Clerk
· There is no longer news in the Gazette from the Kennet Valley as there is no the link person - a note in P’mag.          Action Clerk
· Please note that the next meeting will start at 7.0pm due to be a talk on Parish Plans. 












Meeting Closed at 10.08pm

Next PC Meeting is on Monday 27th November 2006 at 7.0pm in the Kennet Valley Hall
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