FYFIELD AND WEST OVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 1 – 08/09
Minutes of the ANNUAL GENERAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on the 19 May 2008 at 7.00pm in the Kennet Valley Hall.

Present : Cllr  S Rogers (Chrm), Cllr M Spender,  Cllr B Rayment,  Cllr A Baring, Cllr P Burrowbridge, Cllr J Taylor, Cllr J Harding, Cllr T Butler, Cllr C Uden
Apologies:  Cnty Cllr Chris Humphries, Dist Cllr J Triggs,  Cllr L Backhouse, Cllr J Woodget,
In attendance:  Mrs S Stedman (Clerk),  Community Police Assistant  Officer Polly Ritchie. 
Cllr Sue Rogers stood down for the election of the Chairman, MS took the Chair

1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN:
MS proposed, BR seconded that SR be elected, agreed unanimously.
2. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN:
BR proposed, AB seconded that MS be elected, agreed unanimously.
3. APPOINTMENTS TO OTHER POSITIONS: the following were all agreed unanimously:

· Planning: Chairman – MS - Vice Chairman – TB,  Village reps – Fyfield – AB/LB, Lockeridge - BR, W Overton - SR
· Playing Fields: Chairman –  CU –, Ex Officio - PC chrm - SR & V chrm - MS 


Committee – JT (WO), BR & PB (Lock) LB/AB (FF)
· Finance:  Chairman -  AB –  Ex Officio - PC Chrm - SR & V Chrm - MS & Playing Fields Chrm - CU, 
· Housing Representative: LB to continue at present TB willing to help and working party JT, JH, MS when necessary.  It was decided that the possibility for a ‘Village Amenity Committee’ be discussed at the June Meeting.  Action June
· Traffic etc: Chairman – JH/JW it was agreed that JH should chair the committee but that JW continue to be in charge of the Lockeridge Traffic project , representatives from Lock – PB, FF – AB,  the Council Chm SR and Vice Chm MS will be Ex Officio members.  It was thought that the Civil Emergency Rep, should report to this committee


· Rights of Way: PB – with help from other village representatives, TB (WO) and AB (FF)


· KVH:
BR

· Civil Emergency Rep:  This position was discussed (see traffic) and it was thought perhaps someone might be co-opted for the job.  Chris Ward and Mike Smith were suggested or CU possibly.  BR/MS to liaise on approaching possible candidates.








Action BR/MS
· Communications Rep:  JT – Job spec to be discussed at June Meeting.



Action June
· School Rep: JT
· Health Forum:  It was agreed that more information on the nature of this should be gathered.
Action SR
4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING JH proposed and MS seconded that they be approved and signed, this was agreed unanimously.
5.    MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
· Extraordinary General Meeting 23rd June 08 – SR formally called the meeting, Clerk to place notices as per ordinary meetings (min 3 working days notice).





Action Clerk
· Litter Bins these have been relocated as requested (from Lock Green to beside the Who D’a car park and to beside the wall near the bus stop outside Southfields).   There have been complaints that the latter has not been emptied.  Clerk to chase KDC.









Action Clerk
· Foot path map- is being coloured up prior to being sent to David Throup for the website.  PB says he will have some numbered RoW maps soon.







Action Clerk
· One Council – see reports from other bodies.  Issues to be discussed at EGM.


Action EGM
· Parish Newsletter – JT to co-ordinate, details to be discussed at EGM, in the meantime all committee chairmen and reps to do short summaries of last year’s activities and hopes for the future.


Action ALL/EGM
It was suggested that Polly Ritchie give her report at this point, this was agreed – see under Traffic etc for details.

5. REPORTS FROM OTHER BODIES

· Annual Parish Meeting –  the minutes had been circulated and the following points were noted:  It was agreed that the idea of oak posts was very good, but it would be a sensible to wait until the ‘bund’ is installed and to monitor its effect, and then consider the tree and posts.  Moss on pavement (WO) JT had contacted Clarence and will chase them.  SR to reply to Mrs Ratcliff’s letter regarding her suggestion to fell the Cherry tree at the junction of George Lane and the A4 and flashing ‘slow down’ lights on the A4, explaining that the PC had considered the Cherry tree last year and decided against its removal as it was not the tree itself that blocked the view but the angle of the road and any overgrown grass that the PC endeavoured to keep cut, also it is a very handsome tree and marks the spot where the old George Inn used to stand.  The PC has made a number of requests for flashing slow down  lights on the A4 to WCC, but they have been refused on several grounds, but mainly because they only put them at accident black spots, which the A4 is not considered to be.






              Action SR 
Meeting/Cllr  information – this request will be dealt with by putting the details in the Newsletter.


Action JT
· Kennet Valley Hall 
Hall Extension Project – The application to Awards for All for funding the balance [circa £8K] of the Guide Budget was rejected, so an application has been made to the KDC Minor Grants Panel for £5K. The balance of £3K will hopefully come from an agreed increase in amount that will be applied for to the Landfill Tax Credits Scheme. The final Spec and Drawings have been produced and Invitations to Tender have gone out for return by June 2nd. It is hoped that the work will be completed by early Spring 2009.  Hall Chairs –. An application to The Gannett Foundation for financing [circa £5K] the new chairs has failed, so a new funding strategy will await the final budget/funding of the Extension Project. Kington Langley Village Hall have agreed to buy 100 of the existing chairs trolleys. for £600. New Stage Screen –motorized large screen should be installed in June. The cost will be just under £1K.   The Hall Committee are grateful to the PC for their contribution of £200. Other contributors, hirers who regularly make slide presentations will have free use of the facility, otherwise there will be a charge. Film Evenings – A meeting will be held in June to discus an Autumn Film Programme. We need an additional member of the Working Party. Five A Side Football - Mr Ben Thomson of East Kennet 07796683322 is trying to set up a Tuesday Evening 5-a-side football session at the Hall field.

Marlborough Community Area Strategic Partnership (MCASP) -  SR was unable to go to the meeting, she wondered if there was anyone else who would like to attend on behalf of the PC.  No one is sure how this body will fit in, if at all with the new One Council structure.
· Forestry Commission Advisory Panel  - investigations to be made to see if it still exists, if it has met etc, and if Michael Maude is still interested.  If not then PB might be willing to take this on.




          Action Clerk
· Friends of Savernake Hospital AGM  SS attended - A talk was given by Guy Opperman, the barrister giving his time pro bono to act on behalf of Val Compton in her application for a Judicial Review over the closure of the Minor Injuries Unit and the Day Hospital.  The basis being that it was an unreasonable decision and the closure of the  Day Hospital lacked the consultation  required.  GPs are unable to take up the slack and the resulting services from Chippenham and Trowbridge cannot provide the quality of care that we had and does not make financial sense.  The Judge has capped the possible costs at £20,000 which might fall on the applicant if the application fails. Hence the appeal for pledges of support from the community, which also demonstrates community backing for the application.  The Friends of Savernake Hospital pledged to cover the difference between the support from the community and the £20,000.    A crucial date is 21st May when the Court of Appeal will be hearing the Protected Costs Order, a bus has been arranged to take supporters to London, as this is seen as vital to the success of the whole process.  The Review will be on 16,17,18 July.  In the meantime it would be very helpful if anyone can inform Val if they know of any instances where the closure of either the MIU or the Day Hospital has lead to unsatisfactory clinical outcomes for patients (ie the patients were worse off than they would have been if the facilities had been there).  
· West Overton Shop feasibility study – CU reported that he is hoping to arrange a meeting of those who were willing to form a committee to investigate the viability of a shop, he thought if a location could be identified that might increase interest.
· Landscape Group - enjoyed a lovely and informative Spring walk led by Chris Sorensen on April 12th.   PB,TB,AB,JT,SR,SS,CU,JH all said they would like to be kept in the loop regarding the Landscape Group.
· One Council Meeting – JH had attended and had circulated the many points raised by those attending.  He also had the hand outs from WCC which will be copied to all.  It was decided to leave all discussion on this to the EGM.

Action EGM
6. PLANNING COMMITTEE – MS reported that: 3 meetings had been held, plus Spring Cottage Application considered at last PC Meeting.  All Minutes circulated and also list of progress on possible planning infringements.  Unitary Council consulting on Dev Control  - MS is working on reply to be in  by 20th May, commenting basically that the KDC system works very well and that PCs need to have as much time as possible to deal with applications.  The following applications were dealt with:
· K/58618/F for: change of use from agricultural to equestrian.  Installation of 60m x 30m outdoor equestrian arena with access track at: Fyfield Farm, Bath Road.  AB had visited the site which is behind the farm house on a reasonably flat piece of land which did not appear to impact on the landscape as it was hidden by a hedge to the west.  The arena is to be surrounded by post and rail fencing with a kick board, there is also an access track.  The neighbours above have no objections to the application. From enquiries to the planning officer it was noted that the change of use applied to the area of the arena outlined in red on the plan.  MS reported the landscape officer’s opinion was that it was visually acceptable as it was close to the farm development, as long as it is surrounded by hedging on all sides, and there is no lighting, but he would not be happy with any further development.  All the members were concerned with the equestrian creep across the open downland  particularly in view of the newly installed post and rail paddock fencing visible from many angles.  It was noted that the AONB Management Plan objectives 8,9,10 of Theme 3 Preserving and enhancing remoteness and tranquillity described the quality of the landscape that all wished to preserve.  The meeting did not object to the proposal, but  made the following observations:

· It is understood the change of use is restricted to the arena only as outlined in red on the plan and does not affect the Agricultural Occupancy Condition which applies to this farm. Having read the comments from the Landscape Officer they  would like conditions on                                   
a)  Landscaping the four sides of this development ie to protect current hedging and a condition that the other sides are planted with hedging made up of native chalk land species.
 b)  That no lighting be permitted either permanent or temporary.
 c)  That suitable materials be used for the access track.
· The Committee were anxious that the open down land views should not be further compromised bearing in mind substantial amounts of post and rail fencing have already appeared.  They would not view happily any further change of use which could endanger this open down land.  Please see "Objectives  8, 9, and 10 of the North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan, as it applies to the Marlborough Downs of which this Farm is a part.
It was suggested that a letter be sent to the AONB and CPRE regarding post and rail encroachment and other developments on the Marlborough Downs.  It was agreed  to ask the Landscape Group.  ActionMS/ Landscape Group
· K/58660/TR2 for work to tree in a conservation area - the removal of a large yew tree including stump removal at 52 Lockeridge.  BR had visited the site and indicated its location with plan and pictures.  It is behind the house and its removal would have no impact on the village landscape or neighbours.  There were no objections or comments.
7. PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE- SR reported that the tree was not planted on the Green in Lockeridge as it snowed on the allotted day.  In view of the offer from a resident to pay for a ‘bund’ to be constructed,  it was decided to leave the planting till this had been completed.  It was noted that the shackles on the swings are in a state of disrepair, BR will email the details of replacement to CU.







Action BR
8. HOUSING AFFAIRS – MS reported on the meeting held by LB (attended by MS, JT, TB and JHs) to discuss the proposition floated by a land owner regarding land for affordable housing.  The proposal involved a land swop deal between the landowner and the PC.  The members of the meeting felt that it would mean loosing a valuable community asset which would generate profit for the land owner, but not the PC and had written to the landowner saying that they would be recommending to the Parish Council that they were not in favour of the proposal. The members of the Council agreed with this and agreed that a further letter be sent confirming their view.




Action LB 
9. TRAFFIC/ROAD SAFETY/POLICE:
· Police: Polly Ritchie (Assistant Community Police Officer) gave a run down on the numbers and types of crime in the parish , which were mainly various thefts, details of which will be published in the U K News.  She also mentioned that thefts from oil tanks were on the increase in the district and to keep a lock on tank caps.  The ‘Information Box’ in Waitrose has proved a successful way of gathering information about local crimes.

· Traffic: JW, JH met Gareth Rogers and Martin Rose at Lockeridge and the exact sites of the Lockeridge village gateways  north and south were agreed, the style and size of gates discussed.   All members would like to see copies of the final design before work begins.  Also they were concerned that both Peter Griffiths-Jones and Liz Neild should be consulted personally on the proposals.




Action JW 
· The advertisements for the change of location of the speed limits are being prepared and we will receive copies of them. 
·  JW and PB have sold more stickers at the School.
10. FOOTPATHS -  PB reported that:
· Byway 25, to the south of Audley Down, Lockeridge and running east from Bridleway 24: access gate tied up with twine. Reported to Esther Daly. (17.04.08)

· PB was challenged by the Wroths when walking Bridleway 25 to the rear of their farmhouse. He noticed the new WCC bridleway disc sign was missing from the gate post referred to in item 1, although the nail holes were still clearly visible. E-mailed Esther who suggested the Wroths might like to apply to have the path re-routed to bypass their garden. (27.04.08).  It was noted by the meeting that farmers are very sensitive to walkers at lambing time.
· Letter to Forestry Commission about re-opening path for wheelchairs in West Woods. No reply yet. (27.04.08)

· Esther, SR and PB surveyed the footpath from Frog Lane through the withy beds towards the A4 in W O. Only just passable through the nettles. Growth of vegetation on the actual causeway is strong and very dense. Esther suggested a friendly farmer with a weedkiller licence might be the first port of call. The correct route of the path needs to be established and the owner of the land ascertained. (at County Records Office). (07.05.08).

· Raised with Esther Daly, the H & S aspect of bridleway 43 exiting from the north abruptly onto a blind bend on the A4, beside Greywethers cottage near W O. Apparently, there is no sign there because that would draw attention to the path and may increase its use. PB suggested a warning sign on new gate, approx. 30 metres from road. But was told it would be too expensive to make a one-off notice! (07.05.08).

· The path around Clatford Hall Farm now has temporary notices at each end, advising of its change from footpath to bridleway.

· PB has obtained local maps from WCC showing paths around the parish villages. I will distribute these, once he has checked the accompanying texts.







         Action PB
11. FINANCE – MS reported:
· Accounts at year end (31 Mar 08)

Balance carried forward from 07 


£4158.68
Plus total Receipts for year 


£8956.51






             £13115.19


Less total Payments for year


£9087.12
Cash Book balance at year end


£4028.07
Reconciled Balances at Bank:

Current Account



£1856.37

Deposit Account



£3144.95
Total to be carried forward to yr 07/08

£5001.32
Detailed accounts were circulated and it was proposed by MS and seconded by SR that they be approved this was agreed unanimously.

· The finalised budget for yr 08/09 had been circulated and it was noted that expenses incurred for training a new clark would have to be found from the contingency and any extra allowances for this included in the following  year’s budget. No notification of the cleansing grant had been received.  SR also noted that the reply from WALC regarding budgeting cycles confirmed that it was done on an annual basis, but that reserves could be put aside in advance of a particular agreed project.  The budget was unanimously approved.
·  Internal Auditor – It was agreed that Michael Maude be asked if he would be prepared to continue. 
· Fyfield Bus Shelter –  Approval has been received from the Lost Adjustor that the PC can proceed with the repair of the shelter according to the estimate of £840 + VAT received from Carty’s, once the offending ash tree has been removed.  He has written to the owner of the tree who has agreed.  The Loss Adjustor  is also of the opinion that this will be adequate to insure the shelter’s future stability and that the removal of the tree roots will not be necessary.  There is an excess of £125 on each claim payable to the Insurance Company.  MS asked the meeting whether they felt that the owner of the tree should be asked to contribute towards this cost which otherwise the whole community has to bear.  It was agreed by the members that SR should write to the owner to this effect.  


Action SR
· Risk Assessment – this had been prepared by the clerk and finance committee from a model supplied by the External Auditors.  It was suggested that copies should be kept by the Council, Finance and Play Area Chairmen and the Clerk as they were the people responsible for doing the checks required.  It was noted that it is open to amendments as and when required.  MS asked that the PC approve the document bearing in mind the above.  This was agreed.  CU asked for a copy of the Asset Register as chairman of Play Areas so they knew what was to be checked. 
 Action Clerk  

· Donations/Subscriptions: SPLASH appeal 08 received.  They cannot give us numbers of children helped, so no donation was agreed. BR to enquire at Kennet whether the Play Bus would be coming to the KVH this summer.  CPRE annual subscription of £28due, it was agreed to re join and see the response to the letter suggested under ‘planning’ and  then re-consider for next year.
· The following retrospective/outstanding cheques were approved:
717
ARK membership

£  15.00

718
WALC subscription

£264.21

719
KVH Hire


£  82.00

720
Donation KVH screen

£200.00

721
Clerk Salary Ap/May

£701.30

722
Clerk Expenses Ap/May

£  41.91

723
Allianz Insurance


£935.26
12. CORRESPONDENCE – the following items were noted from the tabled Mail Log:
ML 715 – WO North Bridge to be repaired starting in October for 7 weeks.  To write and ask what they are going to do and what will it look like.









Action Clerk
ML 730 – Cllr CH asked for comments on effectiveness of neighbourhood policing policy.  Clerk replied in favourable terms.
ML 741 – consultation on closure of WO public phone box, it was noted that mobile reception is very variable, but it was agreed that a notice be put up seeking opinions.






Action Clerk
ML 744 – Community First newsletter and application for membership form.  PC does not belong (KVH does).

ML 751 – email to Val Compton regarding pledges re possible costs resulting from the Judicial Review.  All cllrs had been emailed and all agreed to a pledge of £50 which was made on 29th April.

ML 753 – Consultation re mobile library routes etc – no comments, users are consulted.

ML 760 – questionnaire from WALC re sports facilities in Parish – BR to reply.


Action BR
ML 761 – Notice of AGM of Kennet Branch of CPRE on 11th June, TB to attend.


Action TB
ML 795 – Let of resignation from Clerk, who wishes to retire in November.  Job description and suitable advert to be composed. For U K News.








Action Clerk
ML 796 – email of resignation from PC from Jenny Hartshorn, she is still willing to empty litter bin from Fyfield play area.  SR to write.
A vacancy was declared.







Action SR/Clerk
13. AOB – 
· Allotments – An enquiry had been received from a resident in WO about availability of allotments, there are possibly other interested residents.  Clerk had made preliminary enquiries to KDC re planning implications.  Members to make further discrete enquiries.  PC interest in the matter to be dealt with under the suggested new committee to cover housing and other village amenities.








Action All
· Structure of meetings – it was suggested by TB that the structure of the council meetings could be improved to enable business to be covered in less time.   He will email Clerk with suggestions before further discussion at the EGM.
Action TB

The meeting closed at 10.45pm




This is the last page of the minutes

PLEASE NOTE

An Extraordinary General Meeting will be held on Monday 23rd June at 7.00 pm in the Kennet Valley Hall

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Next PC Meeting is on Monday 28th July 2008 at 7.00 pm in the Kennet Valley Hall
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