FYFIELD AND WEST OVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 2 – 08/09
Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on the 28 July 2008 at 7.00pm in the Kennet Valley Hall.

Present : Cllr  S Rogers (Chrm), Cllr M Spender,  Cllr B Rayment,  Cllr A Baring, Cllr P Burrowbridge, Cllr J Taylor, Cllr C Uden, Cllr L Backhouse, Cllr J Janes, 
Apologies:  Cnty Cllr Chris Humphries, Cllr J Woodget, Cllr T Butler, Cllr J Harding
In attendance:  Mrs S Stedman (Clerk), Dist Cllr J Triggs,  
DECLARATIONS OF ANY INTERESTS TO BE DECLARED AND RECORDED: None
15. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 

AGM – 19 May were approved and signed, agreed unanimously after the following amendments were made:
· Civil Emergency Rep –  to read “That CU agreed to be the rep and would report to the traffic committee and that someone, possibly Chris Ward or Mike Smith be co-opted to lead ‘The Team’ in the event of an emergency” and form an ad hoc CE committee (BR/MS to liaise on approaching possible candidates).
· Housing Affairs – para 9: in the second sentence “potentially” to be inserted between would …. generate.
EGM – 23rd June 08 were approved and signed, agreed unanimously.
16. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES: 

AGM:
· Litter Bins these have been emptied twice.  Clerk has made KDC aware of problem.
· Foot path map- is in progress.






Action Clerk
· Forestry Commission Advisory Panel  - Michael Maude says he has not heard anything about it.  Clerk emailed Chris Sorensen and is awaiting a reply.
· Health Forum:  It was agreed that more information on the nature of this should be gathered.     Action SR
· WO North Bridge – reply from Julian Haines (ML 898) said that the bridge would remain essentially the same with 3 differences, reduced hump size, the road on either side would be kerbed for a few metres to improve drainage, existing Sarsen headwall would be raised slightly and stone to be used will be from a demolished railway bridge.
· WO phone box: KDC have objected to its closure to BT due to poor mobile reception and proximity to social housing.  A letter to be sent to KDC agreeing with their objection and reiterating our objections to its closure for the second round of consultation (11 Aug).





TB/SR Action
EGM:    
· Co-option: Register of Interests sent to KDC, JJ has received planning pack, new Cllr pack to be prepared when new structure of committees agreed.  






Action Clerk
· New committees:
a) Committee to deal with community assets:

Name: to be decided by committee when it meets, suggestions so far include: House, Estate, Asset.  Action Responsibilities: to include: Maintenance of open areas – grass cutting, litter bins, liaising with Parish Steward and Robert Oakey for village cleansing jobs and KDC for provision of skips.  Inspection, maintenance and repair of play equipment, bus shelters and benches.

Structure: Minimum 5 elected members plus ex officio Chm and Vice Chm PC. (CU Chm, PB, BR, JT, JJ + 2 ex officio). Quorum 4.  Jobs to be allocated  to individual committee members. Committee to meet 4 times a year and report to Parish Council.
b) Committee to deal with Village Amenities:

Name to be confirmed by committee suggestions so far: Amenities, Facilities.


Action
Responsibilities: Supporting village amenities and liaising with higher authorities on such items as: Housing, public transport, village shop, allotments, landscape group, climate change issues and any other such issues as they arise.
Structure: Minimum 4 elected members + 2 ex officio Chm and Vice Chmn. (TB, LB, JH, JW, AB + 2 ex officio) – Chmn (possibly TB?) to be elected at first meeting. Quorum 3.  Committee to meet as and when necessary and report to Parish Council.


 



Action

It was agreed that this structure should be reviewed at the next AGM

               Review
AGM 09
· Standing Orders :  It was agreed that the Standing Orders for Appendix A on Committees should be updated to reflect the above changes and would be on the agenda for the next PC meeting.
 Action Clerk/ PC meeting
· ‘Cllr Job Packs’:  It was agreed that the Chairmen and ex chairmen, representatives and ex reps  liaise to produce draft ‘ Cllr Job pack’ to reflect the responsibilities of each committee/job, along the lines of PB’s  Role of the Rights of Way Representative circulated with the reports, in time for the next PC meeting.  To include hand over briefings where necessary.





 

Action All
· Parishioner Co-option:   Unelected residents can be co-opted on to committees, except the Finance Committee, to do specific jobs, but they cannot vote.
17.  REPORTS FROM OTHER BODIES: 
· K V Hall  BR reported that:
New Motorised Stage Screen: is now installed, with free access for all regular users of the Hall.
Hall Extension Project: The best tender price received created an imbalance of £25K in the Funding Budget, rather than abort the project, discussions with a smaller builder, plus sensible economies have reduced the imbalance to circa £9K.   KDC have offered to support this deficit.  A financial appeal to the local Community has been helpful.  We have received notification of approval of our Grant Application for £17K from the Landfill Tax Credits Scheme [Viridor]. We anticipate starting building work towards the end of September.  New Hall Chairs: The cost of new more comfortable chairs has been incorporated into the Business/funding Plan above - the design of the Extension is based on the storage dimensions of the new chairs. 
Film Evening Programme: Moviola gave us little time to make film choices for the Autumn, so wide consultation could not take place. The Sunday Night Programme is: Sept 14th – The Bank Job, Oct 12th – The Edge of Love, Nov 16th – Mamma Mia. Start at 7.00 pm for Drinks etc, tickets £5. Please do your best to attend and put the word round.   Dates for 09 season will be emailed.
Committee Meeting Mrs Jane Davies, Head of KV School Governors, was co-opted on to the Committee to represent the school. The next Committee Meeting will incorporate the AGM on Tuesday 30th September.
· Marlborough Community Area Strategic Partnership (MCASP)/One Council  MS reported that:
She attended a meeting in Burbage Village Hall which did not add substantially to our understanding of the Unitary Board/Area Partnership relationship, but introduced us to the co-ordinator, Steve Milton, who was enthusiastic and patient.  Since then re the EGM discussions, she has spoken to/emailed Richard Munro, the Parishes co-ordinator: the elections will not take place till 2013. He is happy to meet us any time, (the meeting agreed October on a Thursday). No more news re any planning process/organisation, but it is good news that KDC's Planning chief, Brad Fleet, will be the Unitary equivalent role. The New Area Boards will be based on the new wards. 
· Landscape Group MS reported that:
No full meeting, but the draft landscape document progresses well.  Will Harley of KDC has commented favourably on the intro + first two sections and is suggesting we simply "attach" it to our VDS to gain planning status for it - we will try this (via KDC or the new Unitary Authority).  I have spoken to the new assistant County Archaeologist, Vanessa Clarke, and she is very interested in our work.  She has experience of Historic Landscape Characterisation, which could be very useful to us.  She is also the person that considers Planning Applications in our area that have archaeological aspects. I have contacted the WANHS project leader, Lynn Amadio, doing a detailed archaeological survey in West Woods  -  they have not yet published but will now keep us in the loop (nothing  startling found yet but hope to show ancient parish boundaries etc). Liz Neild, our chairman, is trying to assemble data on the remaining area - the river valley - and we hope to "walk" our stretch soon.  She will then draft that section, to add to the Woods and the Downs drafts. The document will then be ready for you to see!  Next meeting on 13th August at 7.0pm at Breach House.
· KV School  - No report
· CPRE, Kennet District Group AGM, 11th June - TB attended.  There was an interesting presentation from Andy Brown, the Chair of CPRE's national Policy Committee.  CPRE are consulting on their strategic plan which has 5 main themes: climate change; food, farming & forestry; built environment; planning & local democracy, and lifestyles, values & attitudes.  The most relevant points for us were probably around CPRE's view of rural development.  I understood this to be that they are in favour of small expansion of rural areas, affordable rural homes, more and better managed greenbelt, access to attractive and diverse green spaces.  They also commented that the current Government's 'reform' of the planning system, coupled with the move to unitary authorities, was likely to translate to a bigger role for Parish Councils in the planning system. 
18.  PLANNING COMMITTEE – MS reported that:  
Four meetings have been held since the AGM in May. Minutes were circulated on 29/05/08, 27/06/08, 06/07/08, and 14/07/08. One Council planning consultation - was replied to as agreed.
19.  PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE- CU reported that:
· Annual Inspection Reports the following actions were noted:

West Overton, Knight’s Close and West Overton, Football Pitch - No action is needed at present.

Kennet Valley Hall – At previous meeting the Play Area Committee did not feel that the risk from the ropeway was serious enough to warrant action.

Lockeridge  - new shackles and 4 new chains will be fitted on 23rd July by Play Ground Services.  BR to check they are fitted before the invoice is paid.






Action BR/Clerk
Fyfield -  Mixed swing seats – hazard of (cradle and other) in the one bay was not thought to be sufficiently great in this site to warrant depriving the area of one or other type of swing.  
Frames need painting – working party to paint the frames still needs to be addressed.

Action/ c’tee
· West Overton football pitch -  As the lad who previously cut the grass has another job, a new revised agreement with Michael Maude for cutting of grass has been discussed and he will be submitting a letter for consideration by the Committee shortly. In essence it was suggested that 6 payments of £25 plus VAT should be sufficient and if necessary any additional work could be done on an ad hoc working party basis. This will enable more accurate cost estimating in future. 

· Recording of regular inspections  - does appear to have been rather haphazard, so CU will look into to streamlining this process in the future and focus on the practicality of inspections and ensuring that there is a viable audit process.   

20.  HOUSING AFFAIRS – LB said there was nothing to report, there had been no reply to her letter to the Landowner’s agent re land for housing in Fyfield. 

21.  TRAFFIC/ROAD SAFETY/POLICE – Report 

An update on Lockeridge Traffic Calming project:

· WCC have posted notices re the consultation for the change in location of 30mph signs.  Consultation ends  28 July 08.
· JW has planned to hold a meeting with residents nearest the new village entrances (Peter Griffiths-Jones, Liz Neild and Pauline Ball) to consult on the proposed design of the entrance gates.

· A traffic committee will then be held to finalise the details and commission the gates.
· It was noted that the white lines in Lockeridge had been refreshed.
· BR will ask  Peter Hanson (WCC Highways) if they would reseat the loose kerb stones at the entrance to the Village Hall.  It had been noted that kerbs at the entrance to drives at Rookery Meadow were also loose – this had been mentioned to both the Parish Steward and Clarence, BR will ask if he will do those as well.
             Action BR
22.  RIGHTS OF WAY – PB reported that: 
· Bridleway 25 (Audley Down, Lockeridge, and West Woods) PB E-mailed WCC again about obstructed access. Also ..
· Lack of signpost showing bridleway 43 north of A4 road near Greywethers Cottage, West Overton. (both mentioned earlier to Esther Daly).

· Withy bed land in West Overton PB Contacted Robin Swanton about regarding ownership and access. Reply awaited.

· West Woods: wheelchair access – Forestry Commission reluctant to reinstate this path at present, because this part of woodland is due to be harvested during winter 2008. However, FC will reconsider it before the bluebell season in 2009.

· Footpath 11 Fyfield/Lockeridge. Richard Broadhead (WCC) on 16th June 2008: in reply to PB’s enquiry said that they were happy that they had correctly identified the legal route of footpath 11.  Esther Daly and Barbara Burke (who leads the Definitive Map team) has met the landowner, he has requested copies of the overlaid maps.  RB hopes Esther can arrange to get the work done to open up the footpath.  PB is in the process of finding out the results. 
· The National Trails Office request that the PC alerts our Neighbourhood Policing Team to illegal use of the Ridgeway (vehicle use out of season, “rave” events, fly-tipping, anti-social driving, anti-social behaviour) and requests that this is brought to the attention of the local community via newsletters, websites, etc. National trails Office info:  the section of the trail from the start at Overton Hill (grid reference SU118681) for six miles to just west of Barbury Castle (just beyond Hackpen Hill) is a Byway with a seasonal Traffic Regulation Order in place. This restricts access by motor powered vehicles of any type to the period 1 May to 30 September, although the final 200 metres approaching Barbury Castle can be driven at any time of year. The restriction does not of course apply to landowners requiring access. There are standard road traffic signs at the approaches to the trail carrying this information. Anyone driving on the stretch outside the above period is committing a road traffic offence which should be reported to the Wiltshire police. The contact officer is Michael Bayliss. Any MPV using the trail during the above period should of course be driving slowly, with care and respect for other users. Anyone driving carelessly or dangerously would again be committing a road traffic offence. Walkers, horse riders, cyclists and horse drawn carriages have right of access along this stretch at all times of the year. Contact details for Michael Bayliss are: michael.baylis@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk Tel 0845 408 7000 
· Ramblers Association sent a letter requesting PC write to WCC in support of increased funding for Wiltshire’s RoW Department. It was agreed that PB should write to WCC in support of the Ramblers request.
        Action PB
· Bridleway 22 (WO) it was noted that the hedges were not cut last autumn.  PB will enquire who should be responsible for which bits, it was noted that hedges should only be cut after the bird nesting season was over.  Also the the top west corner of Ivy Lane needs cutting back.






         Action PB
· Rights of Way Maps – PB distributed to all Cllrs copies of the numbered Rights of Way map of the whole Parish.
23.  COMMUNICATIONS – JT reported that 

The newsletter continues to be a work in progress document however before she can proceed the delivery date needs to be decided and if it is a one-off, annual or any other format. She would be grateful if everyone could look at the questions in the email circulated recently. JT needs feedback please. 

· Concerns were raised over duplication with the Upper Kennet News, but it was thought that the newsletter would be a document with parish council information that should be kept eg names and numbers of Cllrs, the jobs they do, when meetings are held, work done over the past year etc.
· It was agreed to plan for annual publication.  In the future in the spring before the Annual Meeting.
· This year it was agreed that Cllrs were to get all copy to JT by mid September so that she could have a mock up by the September PC meeting, a draft copy ready for final approval at November meeting and hand distribution by Cllrs in early December.
· JT to compile list of contents and email everyone with what they should be writing.
· JT to seek help with proof reading. 
24. FINANCE – AB reported that:
· The accounts for the year to 28 July 08
Balance carried forward from last year:
£ 4028.07

Total Receipts for the yr to date:

£ 5842.64
Total Payments for yr to date:

£ 3524.56
The available (cash book) balance is: 
£ 6346.15
The reconciled Balances: 

in the current a/c:



£ 4333.36



in deposit a/c:



£ 3161.44







£ 7494.80 Total Balance


The funds in reserve over and above budgeted expenditure and contingency allowances stand at £295.

· The Committee has met once since the last PC meeting. Mins were circulated.  
· The Annual Return – having been approved by the PC at the EGM has been sent off and the notices re the inspection of the accounts have been posted.
· The Annual Governance Statement and Review of Effectiveness of Audit – studied closely by committee and since the EGM the queries arising over certain points have been looked into by the Clerk and will be discussed by the Finance committee which next meets in September.
· Asset Register: a copy has been given to the Play Areas committee so that they know what equipment  and other assets need to be inspected
· Fyfield Bus Shelter:  The repairs under the insurance have been completed.  Carty’s also noted that a number of tiles and cement needed to be replaced on the roof.  They were prepared to do them at the same time at the cost of £150 + VAT.   The PC chairman and Finance Chairman agreed that this would be sensible.  There is an allowance of £200 in the budget for bus shelter maintenance.  This expenditure was agreed by the meeting.
The invoice from Carty’s has been received and a copy sent to the Loss Adjustor.  A cheque was received on 23rd July (too late for the above accounts which were completed on 22nd) from the Insurers for £690, the cost of the repairs less the access and VAT which we can claim back.  SR has written to the owner of the ash tree asking that he should pay the £125 excess as it was his tree causing the damage and that the PC thought that the cost should not fall on the tax payers. 
· Internal Audit  was completed  by Mr Michael Maude on 28th May 08.
· Village Cleansing Grant of £500 has been received from Kennet.
· Approve the retrospective and outstanding cheques:
726
KDC Grass cutting April/June

£  226.18
727
WO sports field grass cutting

£    56.40

728
Clerk’s salary June/July

£  701.38

729
Clerk’s expenses June/July

£    44.64

730
Rent WO sports field


£  100.00

731
Fee for Internal Auditor

£  100.00

732 Repair of FF Bus Shelter damage inc

Roof repairs



£1163.25

733
Playground Services


£  284.35
25. CORRESPONDENCE: The following items were noted from the Mail Log:
ML 866 Donation received from local resident to go towards paying for work by WCC on a bund on top side of  The Green in Lock.



ML 867 Letter of thanks to the above donor.


ML 892 Summary of Boundary Committee Review for new warding for One Council.  The Parish will not be split and will be part of a collection of parishes surrounding Marlborough.

26. AOB – SR said their had been 3 applicants for the post of Clerk.  A panel comprising SR, MS and PB will interview them.
The meeting closed at 8.25pm




This is the last page of the minutes

Next PC Meeting is on Monday 29th September 2008 at 7.00 pm in the Kennet Valley Hall
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