FYFIELD AND WEST OVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 2 – 09/10
Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on the 27th July 2009 at 7.00pm in the Kennet Valley Hall.

Present: Cllr S Rogers (Chrm), Cllr M Spender, Cllr J Woodget, Cllr J Janes, Cllr P Burrowbridge, Cllr J Harding, Cllr J Brooks.  

Apologies: Cllr A Baring, Cllr T Butler and Cllr L Backhouse.
In attendance:  Mrs S Roberts (Clerk), Unitary Cllr J Milton, Alison Sullivan and Randal Richards.

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS:  None

17. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:  The minutes were approved and signed, this was agreed unanimously.
18. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:

Councillor Job Packs: To be finalised for next PC meeting, draft copies to be forwarded to MS.








Action Committee & Clerk  

Model Publication Scheme: Notification to go up before next PC Meeting.
Action Clerk
Parish Noticeboards: Local person to be found to paint the noticeboards.
Action Clerk

White Barn Farm: Letter to be written regarding mud on the road.

Action SR

19. MARLBOROUGH AREA BOARD:

Alison Sullivan gave an informative talk about the Marlborough Area Board, details of which are in the report below.

20. CO-OPTION:

MS proposed and JW seconded that Randal Richards be co-opted onto the Council.

21. REPORTS FROM OTHER BODIES:

Kennet Valley Hall - BR 

Hall Extension Project: The project is now complete.  The trolleys for the chairs were difficult to manoeuvre so new castors have been ordered.  Roses, Wisteria & Clematis have been planted against the extension walls.

Maintenance: All the woodwork on the outside of the building, plus the end corridor outside the Control Room has been redecorated and the front door re-varnished.  New lights and a handrail have been installed at the rear of the stage.  The Hall will be closed for a week at the end of August to allow for a complete refurbishment of the main hall floor.

Film Evening Programme:  

September 20th Last Chance Harvey, October 11th The Young Victoria, November 8th A Bunch of Amateurs, December 13th Jule & Julia.

Moviola have increased their percentage of the box office takings but it has been agreed that the entrance cost will remain at £5 as long as it breaks even.
Social:  

Heritage Exhibition Repeat November 22nd, Christmas Bingo December 18th, Harvest Supper October 3st, AGM November 9th.

Kennet Valley School – JW

It has been a busy term after SATS and the governors have been working relentlessly to improve the school.  Notable activities have been as follows:

Year 5 & 6 Drama Day in West Woods, Maths Challenge at St John’s, Tea Cup Challenge and the Leavers service at East Kennet.

Marlborough Area Board – Alison Sullivan

Kennet Valley hall hosted over 65 people form the Marlborough community on Monday 13th July to witness the launch of the Marlborough Area Board.  Networking was enjoyed by many, to the tune of History Alive.

We had the pleasure of welcoming many of the local parishes, Partners and members of the public who were all interested in getting involved.  Whilst the meeting was essentially about involvement, there were issues raised that will be addressed over the coming months and feedback will be given to the people who raised the issues and to the community as a whole.  

Some of the issues included the need for affordable housing, speeding through the World Heritage site, more activities for young people, transport links, play parks, HGVs on country lanes and Savernake Hospital updates.  Some of these issues may not be able to be resolved, but they will all be examined with the relevant people and feedback will be provided to the Area Board and on the web site.

Funding is also available for projects and issues, forms, updates and funding applications are available through www.wiltshire.gov.uk/areaboards.

MAVCAP –TB

The Partnership has not met since the PC last met at the AGM.  MS will be attending the next meeting and will raise the issue of the possibility of supermarket competition to Waitrose in Marlborough and also the long queuing times at the Post-Office.

22. PLANNING – TB

The committee has met twice since the last meeting, on 11th and 29th June, and minutes of both meetings have been circulated.  There has been considerable correspondence relating to the BT repeater station at Overton Hill.  The chairman of the committee also submitted a response, on behalf of the Parish Council, to Wiltshire Council’s consultation on the approach to preparing a Statement of Community Involvement.  

The problems with the Avenue of trees between Lockeridge and W.O. have still not been resolved.  JW to email Jemima Milton who will chase up.




Action JW 
The Council were in agreement to the proposal that the chairman of the committee should serve from the end of one PC meeting until immediately before the next.  It was agreed that LB would be the next Planning Chairman with SR covering in her absence.



Action LB 

  JW held a meeting with Joan Crosbee, the intention is to map all the ancient trees in the Parish so they can be monitored and carry out an annual beating of the bounds.  Article to go in UKN News.  Action JW     

23. PARISH ASSETS – JH

The PAC met on 21st July 2009.

Play Areas – These have continued to be inspected regularly by the Parish Assets Committee and an official inspection is carried out annually, the last one being in January.  Sarsen Housing Association have been informed that there are branches overhanging the climbing Frame in Knights Close which they have agreed to cut back and were also advised of the poor state of the Wymans Field Play Area which they have since tidied up. The PAC are keeping in touch with the Kennet Valley Hall Committee with regard to the equipment there. The seat to the swing at Lockeridge Village Green is in a poor state of repair and quotations are being sought.  The new gates for the Fyfield Play Area are now in place.  It has been brought to the attention of the PAC that Councillors will need to climb a step ladder to inspect some of the play area equipment, the Clerk has checked with our Insurers and confirmed that we are covered but it is recommended that the ladder be checked prior to each time it is used and the activity is put on our Risk Assessment.







Action PB & Clerk 

Village Seats – There are no problems with any of these, however one of the picnic benches on the West Overton Sports Field is in need of some repairs.




Action PAC
Bus Shelters – Quotations are currently being sought for the loose tiles on the roof of West Overton bus shelter and also the loose tiles and broken guttering on the bus shelter in Lockeridge.  Action Clerk
  

The bin in Lockeridge bus shelter should now be being emptied on a regular basis but this needs checking.










Action PB 

Grass Cutting – It is still unclear if Peacock has been added on to Wiltshire Council’s grass cutting list.









Action PB 

Wish List – Possible new assets:

New seat in West Overton at Southfields bus stop.

New play equipment at Knights Close Play Area in West Overton.

New seat at West Overton Church Yard.

New seat in Lower Fyfield near the church.

New seat at Lockeridge bus stop, although this may have been requested before with objections raised, MS to contact BR to see if he can remember what they were.


Action MS

24. VILLAGE AMENITIES – TB

The committee held it’s first meeting on 7th July.  The committee is proposing to publicise its activities through a one-off item in the Upper Kennet News.

Grit Bins – All Councillors to request feedback from villagers where they feel there is a need for grit bins.  Suggestions were made for outside KVH, by the bridge outside Lockeridge House and at Church Hill in West Overton.  It was agreed that an article would be placed in the Parish News requesting we use the new grit bins or they will be removed.   




Action PC
Parish Steward Scheme – the Clerk attended an Appointed Contact Training Day at the Kennet Valley Hall, which was an informative day and provided an opportunity to meet with the people involved in our area.    

Rights of Way – Complaints were received about a horse biting walkers and dogs on the footpath from Castle Cottage, Lockeridge to Fyfield sewage works, this has now been moved to another paddock.

The Forestry Commission has erected several wooden barriers and fences along the byway on the south-west edge of West woods to prevent 4X4s leaving the route and venturing into the woods.

The byway from Lockeridge to West woods and bridleway 22 leading off it – it is reported that the ‘Chicken Farm’ has agreed to repair potholes and build a couple of speed humps. Some of the footpaths in the villages have been cleared of undergrowth and a problem with bindweed has been reported on the path behind Peacock.

25. TRAFFIC/ROAD SAFETY/POLICE – JW

Michael Bayliss organised traffic monitoring on the A4, the full report was not available but we were advised that they had found no evidence of speeding along the Fyfield to West Overton stretch of the A4.

Sarsen Stones outside the Kennet Valley School are to be reinstated during the school summer holidays but as yet no firm date has been given.

Request for path along Overton Road has stalled with no help from Wiltshire Council.  Suggestions were made to contact Community First and also MAB.


Action JW

The Lockeridge entrance gates have been damaged, Peter Hanson has had them taken away for repair.   A West Overton Councillor expressed concerns over the visibility of the gates and recommended they be painted white for safety reasons, it was decided at present they should remain natural as the manufacturer had claimed they may rot if painted and this would also lead to regular maintenance.  

26. EMERGENCY RESPONSE – JH

The Emergency Response Plan is now complete but concerns have been raised over non-Councillor volunteers not being insured if they are out on an emergency.  Check with our insurers.  Action Clerk

27. COMMUNICATIONS – MS

The Parish Newsletter has been circulated throughout the Parish.  It was agreed that MS would give regular updates to the Upper Kennet News about our activities. 

Ongoing MS  

28. FINANCE – RFO

The accounts for the year to 17 June 09:

Balance carried forward from last year: 

£6240.94

Total receipts for the year to 17 June 09:

£9626.17

Total payments for year to 17 June 09:

£1958.39

The available (cash book) balance at 17 June 09:
£13908.72
The reconciled bank balances:

Current Account:




£10702.72

Deposit Account:




£3206.00 








£13908.72

The Clerk, Finance Chairman and Chairman held an informal meeting on Thursday 11th June 09 at 5 Peacock, West Overton at 7pm, the purpose of this meeting being to agree the variance analysis for submission with the Annual Return, agree the final budget for 09/10, review the audit pack and financial regulations and action the Internal Auditors comments from the Audit. 

The Parish Council reviewed the Budget and agreed unanimously to its completion, MS proposed & JW seconded.

The Parish Council reviewed the amended Financial Audit Pack and Regulations.

The Village Cleansing Grant of £500 has been applied for but not yet received.

The Clerk’s Training Bursary Fund is now available again at a rate of 50%, which has been applied for.

The Annual Return has been sent and notices put up on the Parish Noticeboards that the accounts are available for viewing.

The Casual Users Car Allowance rate has increased to 60.1p per mile from 58p.

The Clerk has received information for Commercial deposit interest rates with a view to transferring some of our funds short term to a high interest account.  Finance Committee to discuss at the next Finance Meeting in early September and put a proposal to the PC at the PC Meeting at the end of September. 
Action Clerk


The Emergency Response Team requested the purchase of 2 further sets of Walkie Talkies over and above the provision made in the budget, this was agreed unanimously due to the Parish Newsletter only costing £80, having had a budgeted figure of £250.  SR proposed, MS seconded.  

The following cheques were approved and signed – JJ proposed & PB seconded.

769
 Mrs M Spender (Newsletter)



£80.00

770 
Manor Farm (grass cutting)



£110.40

771
Manor Farm (Rent W/O sports field)


£100.00



772
Upper Kennet News (annual donation)


£100.00

773
Sophie Roberts (Salary)




£612.30

774
Sophie Roberts (expenses & external hard drive) 

£101.04

775
The Kennet Valley Youth Club (Donation)


£60.00

Cheque signed on 22/07/09

768
Gett Landscaping (Fyfield Gates)



£335.80

29. CORRESPONDENCE

Swine Flu – A letter has been received from NHS Wiltshire requesting a list of people in our parish who would be willing to act as ‘Swine Flu Friends’, meaning they would be happy to arrange for medications to be picked up from the designated collection points in Marlborough for those unable to get there living in our Parish.  It was agreed that all the Councillors would act as contacts.  Clerk to contact NHS Wiltshire with details. Action Clerk   

30. PLANNING APPLICATION

Planning Application E/09/0888/FUL – 9 Peacock, West Overton – attached single storey granny annexe (renewal of K/54636/F).

SR presented the application.  The Councillors reviewed the application and agreed unanimously to No Objections, with the following comments: The usage should be ancillary to the main residence.

31. AOB 

The dates for the following years Parish Council Meetings were reviewed and it was agreed that they would continue to be held in the main hall of the Kennet Valley Hall for the foreseeable future.

A request has been made for a seat at the bus stop in Marlborough outside the One Stop, to be investigated further.







Action Clerk 

The meeting closed at 9.00pm



This is the last page of the minutes

PLEASE NOTE

Next PC Meeting is on Monday 28th September 2009 at 7.00 pm in the Kennet Valley Hall
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