FYFIELD AND WEST OVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 6 – 08/09
Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on the 30th March 2009 at 7.00pm in the Kennet Valley Hall.

Present: Cllr S Rogers (Chrm), Cllr M Spender, Cllr J Woodget, Cllr T Butler, Cllr A Baring, Cllr J Janes and Cllr P Burrowbridge 

Apologies: Cllr B Rayment, Cllr J Harding and Cllr L Backhouse.
In attendance:  Mrs S Roberts (Clerk), Cty Cllr C Humphries, Dist Cllr J Triggs, Michael Bayliss and Richard Pitts.

DECLARATIONS OF ANY INTERESTS TO BE DECLARED AND RECORDED: 
63.   MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:  The minutes were approved and signed, this was agreed unanimously.
64.    MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES: 

· Cllr Job Packs:  ROW, Finance, Planning and Parish Assets (Play Areas) have been done, Chairman, Village Amenities, Traffic and Communications to be completed.


Action SR/JW/MS&TB
· Community Emergency Volunteer:  JH has taken on the role with Mary and Jo assisting.  They held a meeting of the Emergency Team last week.  JH agreed to write to the Emergency Planning Unit.  A request was made for 8 Walkie Talkies for the team members, they may require funding for these.  


Action JH
· Youth Forum: MS spoke to Andrew Devie at length, lots of useful information, it was decided to wait until the children actually want something before proceeding. – No action at present.
· White Barn Farm:  SR awaiting bad weather to review the situation before writing a letter. 
 Action SR 
· Parish Assets Committee: SR agreed to take over as Chairman until the AGM.

Action SR  
· Model Publication Scheme: Clerk agreed to put up notice on Parish Noticeboards advising the document is available for viewing on request.








Action Clerk 
· West Overton Bus Shelter:  Hole in roof to be assessed next time there is heavy rain. 

Action SR  .
65. REPORTS FROM OTHER BODIES: 
· Kennet Valley Hall Report – BR
· Hall Extension Project The Project is now all but complete.  The whole financial situation is healthy and under budget allowing extras to be achieved beyond the original spec. The non use of the built-in Contingency has allowed the whole extension area to be decorated and allowed the purchase of top soil, trellis and plants for the outside area.

Formal Launch This will take place at 4.00 pm during the Heritage Exhibition on Saturday 4th April. Any Council Member is welcome to join as at that time for Tea & Cake.

Film Evening Programme On March 15th we had our most successful attendance yet when over 200 attended the two showings of Morris – a Life with Bells On. Live demonstrations took place before each showing. The Programme will restart in the Autumn.

Piano The new piano is now installed and will be kept in the main hall. The old piano was advertised in UKN and now has a new home in West Overton.

Social Heritage Exhibition April 4th & 5th 12.00 – 7.00 pm, Easter Bingo Wednesday April 8th, Harvest Supper Saturday October 31st. 
· K V School  

 JW agreed to be responsible for future reports.




Action JW   

· Landscape Group – MS
West Woods LIDAR project leader has been asked to come and talk to us.

"Kennet River valley" section - the last part of the Landscape Document - has been started. 

Reply received from AONB re intrusive fencing on the Downs  -  they are not supportive of legislation, but we will pursue our case with details (photos etc) as requested.

· Marlborough Area Pilot Board – SR
· The final meeting of the Pilot Board took place on March 11th in Ogbourne St George.  SR tried to clarify points which we felt were obscure in the minutes.  Discussion of some length took place over the request from Burbage and the Bedwyns to be allowed to secede from the Marlborough Area and join with Pewsey, which would then be independent of Tidworth, (a trial split).  This would leave the Marlborough Board with only three County Councillors instead of five (with obvious questions arising over voting) and there would be implications for funding.  It was questioned whether the Parish Councils concerned had adequately consulted their electorate.  A vote was taken, and the Board went against the Burbage and the Bedwyns’ proposal. 
· The Draft Handbook requires a response by 10th April – this was discussed at length and agreed that MS, SR & TB would produce a formal response.





Action MS, SR & TB  

· Marlborough Community Area Strategic Partnership – (TB)

· TB attended the last meeting on 11th March, the main business of the meeting was to oversee the transformation of MCASP into a new body called the Marlborough and Villages Community Area Partnership ("MAVCAP"), and to agree the constitution for MAVCAP.  The new constitution was agreed in principle with some detailed tidying up work to be done outside the meeting. 

· MAVCAP plays a complementary role to the Marlborough Community Area (Pilot) Board, providing an opportunity for issues and initiatives relevant to the Marlborough area to be discussed by the parishes (and Marlborough) and proposals and representations put to the Area Board.  Exactly how the two bodies (Board and Partnership) will relate to each other is still to be worked out.  The agreed vision statement and aim for MAVCAP are at the end of this report. 

· The meeting also elected a chairman of MAVCAP (Richard Pitts). 

· There was a certain amount of concern expressed about there having been a perceived Marlborough town bias in MCASP and there is a clear will to make sure that MAVCAP should be, and be seen to be, a body which reflects the interests and concerns of the whole area.  But this means the rural parishes will need to make a full contribution to the running of MAVCAP. 

· The meeting took place before the decision on a number of parishes leaving the Marlborough Area, so some adjustments will need to be made to reflect that. 

· VISION STATEMENT: MAVCAP’s vision for the Community Area is a safe and vibrant community benefiting from high standards of housing, health, safety, education, culture and quality delivery of services in the context of a vibrant economy to the population of the Marlborough and Villages Community Area.  

· AIM: The aim of the partnership is for local people to contribute to the vision for the future well being of their community area in order to ensure that the quality of life in the locality is sustained and enhanced.
· I will arrange for the minutes of the meeting to be circulated once I have them.

· Minutes to be circulated.








Action TB
· Marlborough & Villages Community Area Partnership 
· Richard  Pitts formally introduced himself and gave an informative talk.
· The Community Area Partnership provides ideas.
· They want to take on projects, fund them and then implement them.  He discussed a current project of speed limit signs on wheelie bins in villages.
· He would like to set up a Youth Group.
· The next meeting is in Ogbourne on 21st April and would actively encourage attendance
· He confirmed there would now be 4 Unitary Councillors, 2 Marlborough, 1 West Selkley and 1 Ramsbury.
8pm – MS formally gave a vote of thanks to Judith Triggs for her support over the years and Judith left the meeting.  

  66.         PLANNING COMMITTEE – MS   

· 1 Meeting has been held, meeting no.11, minutes were circulated 26th March and acted as a report.  

· The clerk and MS did not attend KDC's One Council Planning Update meeting in Marlborough  -  it was on the worst night of the snow!

· Our objection to WO Stores parking variation (garage removal) was not upheld at KDC C'ttee this month.  Our District Councillor attended on our behalf.

· The Old Dairy, L.Fyfield, planning application for a stable block was objected to but on further discussions with the case officer at KDC it was recommended that we withdrew our objection.  After further discussions Councillors agreed unanimously to withdraw the objection.





Action Clerk   

· Church Cottage, L.Fyfield, removal of requirement for agricultural occupancy, it was decided that we could not object but did agree to comments.  Similar comments had also been made by another party.  MS agreed not to pursue.

· The WO container’s new planning application for wooden cladding was not objected to.

· The Old Vicarage, WO application for a new garage was objected to due to size and visibility.  

· Chestnut trees on Overton Road – Simon Turner (KDC) has agreed to put TPO’s on the lime trees but unable to place on the chestnut trees due to trees suffering from terminal Bleeding Canker. JW to get in touch with Wiltshire County to discuss monitoring and possible grants for replacement. 




Action JW
· Joan Crosbee of Fyfield requested approval from PC to become a Tree Warden, all Councillors gave approval.  Clerk to write letter of approval and request JW be kept in the loop.




Action Clerk  

· It was agreed to trial set dates for Planning Meetings, once a month on  Mondays.

Action Clerk    

67.  PARISH ASSETS COMMITTEE – SR

· Meeting held on Tuesday March 17th .






· The Wicksteed annual inspection report was discussed and it was agreed that none of the recommendations for Fyfield or KVH required any action at this time.
· AB has requested a quote for gates for Fyfield Play Area.  AB to enquire into the usage of the play area.  Action AB  
· New seats for the swings in Lockeridge needs to go in the budget for 2009/10, BR has obtained a quote for these. Action Clerk   

· BR has re-treated the moss accumulating on the safety play surface at Knights Close, WO, the Clerk will request Robert Oakey to brush it away once it has dried out.  





Action Clerk.
· It was agreed in principle that each village should look after it’s own play equipment hopefully with the involvement of the young and their parents and also the Youth Club.  SR to provide diaries to record weekly inspections.












Action SR
· Grass cutting.  PB has a quote of £808 (+ VAT which will be reclaimed), which was accepted.  MS will try to find out whether some of our grass might be cut for free. 





Action MS

· Parish Noticeboards in West Overton & Lockeridge – it was agreed for the purchase and fitting of cork to in both and Clerk to ask Robert Oakey to paint them white and also to repaint the outside of the WO noticeboard. Action Clerk 
· Knights Close Play Area – Clerk has met with several of the village mothers who all seem to be in agreement for the need of one large multipurpose and multi-age piece of equipment to replace the existing climbing frame.  Funding at present can only be found through the lottery or landfill but agreed to contact Colin Brown at Wiltshire Council.  Possible offer of assistance from MAVCAP. 





 Action Clerk   

68. VILLAGE AMENITIES COMMITTEE – TB

· Will be holding their first meeting in April.

· Bridge Railings – exchange of ideas has taken place via email, decision will take place at next meeting.    Action TB

· Silbury Allied Services -  There has been a further consultation but since we had nothing new to say we did not respond on this occasion, decision expected shortly.
· Allotments – Michael Maude has a piece of land suitable, VAC to look into desirability. 
Action TB
· Grit Bins – VAC to discuss the requirement of any additional bins and suitable sitings. 

 Action TB

· Best Kept Village Competition – Clerk to put up notices on PNB’s if within deadline date.
 Action Clerk
69. TRAFFIC/ROAD SAFETY/POLICE – JW reported that: 

· Police reported the theft of an Audi TT in Lockeridge. Keys stolen from a table by the door with a wire through the letterbox.  Also the theft of a saddle bag in West Woods and theft of caravan parts and a stove from a gypsy caravan in West Overton.

· Traffic and Road Safety Week at Kennet Valley School.  Pupils talked a lot about traffic calming etc, and did a great Art Project on the wall at East Kennet. The younger pupils got to use a speed camera in Lockeridge with Polly. No traffic was caught speeding!

· Buff Tarmac laid at the gateway to Lockeridge outside Lockeridge house. This will be done at the other Gateway when weather improves.

· Peter Hanson is not aware of a footpath existing along the West Overton Road for the last 50years. Any way forward would involve Parish investigating proposals and funding before going to Highways. The owners need to be contacted to obtain a permissive route.  JW to ask School for more exact requirements. 


 Action JW 

· Peter Hanson agrees with the state of Echart/Ivy Lane and has proposed that it receive the new treatment of Gripfibre, which will cause a minimum of disruption.

· The new fence opposite Stanley Wood  has been erected closer to the road substantially reducing the width of the verge (which should belong to Highways). Barbara Burke to be approached for opinion.  Action PB 

· Letter of thanks to be written for movement of camper van and also comments regarding the new fence.  Action SR
· Speed Limit Review of A and B roads. I’ve been in touch with Gareth Rogers at County who says this will be published in June/July but any changes will need the approval of the County’s Cabinet Member for Environment, Transport and Economics. MS has attended the MAB meeting where this has been discussed and the conclusion seems to be that the A4 is low priority and that no changes will take place until at least 2011. No traffic engineering ideas at junctions will be considered due to costs especially as the KSI stats (killed and seriously injured) are so low!  MS asked Michael Bayliss to conduct a speeding test on A4, he needs to know at exactly which point he is to monitor. Action Traffic/Police
· A committee meeting is proposed for the near future, date to be discussed.  

70. RIGHTS OF WAY – PB reported that:

· Esther Daly’s contractor will attend to fallen/falling trees on bridleway Fyfield 18 when he is next in our area.

·    She has also looked again at the re-opened section of footpath Fyfield 11 and is “not happy” with the width, but decided not to take any action at present. 

· I asked her to pursue the re-opening of the southern section of Fyfield 11 across the Wroths’ planted field. No progress yet, because of other projects needing to be complete before end of March. 

· ED requested to look at bridleway 22, where the surface is very rough and potholed approaching W. Woods. She thought it unlikely that WC would approve a proper sealed surface in the foreseeable future, because of the high cost. She offered repairs when there are road works in the area with spare materials.

· Request for Mr Oram to be asked to reinstate the footpath across his field in West Overton.  Action PB
71.  COMMUNICATIONS 

MS volunteered for the post of Communicator.  She will make a start on the PC Magazine after the AGM and Annual Meeting.

72. FINANCE – It was reported that:

The accounts for the year to date: 
For the year to 17 March 09
Balance carried forward from last year:
£  4028.07

Total Receipts for the yr to date:

£13107.82
Total Payments for yr to date:

£  10892.20

The available (cash book) balance is: 
£  6243.69
The reconciled Bank Balances: 

in the current a/c:



£ 4022.73
at 17  Mar 09 (sheet 148)

in deposit a/c:




£ 3208.19
at 27 Feb 09 (sheet 38)

£ 7230.92
Total Balance

AB has requested a quote for the replacement of gates at Fyfield Playground. 

The application for Clerk’s Training Bursary Scheme was declined due to lack of funding.

It was agreed unanimously to remove Clive Uden as a signatory from both PC Bank Accounts.  Action Clerk 

The payments of £10 to Ark and £30 to Friends of Savernake have been made as agreed in the minutes of the PC Meeting held on 26th January 2009. 

` The following cheques were approved – TB proposed JJ seconded.
758
Clerk’s Salary Feb/Mar 

£598.69

759
Clerk’s Expenses Feb/Mar 
£ 48.17

760
The Heritage Group

£ 50.00

761
CPRE Membership Renewal  
£ 29.00


762
KDC Ground Maint. Jan/Feb/Mar
£221.37

73.  CORRESPONDENCE: The following items were noted from the Mail Log:

· ML 61 Tim Butler attended a meeting on Public Transport on 25 th February, he reported that although well intended it was ineffective.

· ML128 Age Concern – Age No Barrier Week 20th – 26th June request to organise events.  It was agreed to pass the information on to the 60+ Group.  





Action Clerk
74. AOB 

· Please attend the Heritage Exhibition, April 4th & 5th 12 – 7.

The meeting closed at 8.40pm






This is the last page of the minutes

Next PC Meeting is on Monday 27 July 2009 at 7.00 pm in the Kennet Valley Hall
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