FYFIELD AND WEST OVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 6 – 09/10
Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on the 29h March 2010 at 7.00pm in the Kennet Valley Hall.

Present: Cllr S Rogers (Chrm), Cllr M Spender (V.Chrm), Cllr T Butler, Cllr A Baring, Cllr L Backhouse, Cllr J Janes, Cllr J Harding, Cllr R Richards. 
Apologies: Cllr J Woodget, Cllr R Scriven, Cllr P Burrowbridge.

In attendance:  Mrs S Roberts (Clerk), Unitary Cllr J Milton, PC Sarah Watts & 1 parishoner.

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS:  None

69. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:  The minutes were approved and signed, this was agreed unanimously.
70. 58. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:

Councillor Job Packs: Final job pack (CEV) soon to be completed.  Clerk has distributed all packs by email to all Councillors.






Action JH 

 (all other Actions in Matters Arising dealt with in reports or under agenda items)

71. REPORTS FROM OTHER BODIES:

Police 

. 

PC Bayliss has moved areas – a letter of thanks has been sent. 

PC Sarah Watts formally introduced herself and explained that traffic in Lockeridge had been her main priority to date. 

She reported there had been one attempted burglary in the Parish and one theft of number plates in Fyfield since the last PC Meeting.

The PC requested she looked at the traffic issue in Marlborough relating to the imminent long-term closure of roads and it’s effect on the surrounding villages.  

Kennet Valley Hall  

The issue of the rotting logs on the BMX trail has been passed to Brian Rayment for clarification of responsibility. 







Action PAC

Landscape Group – MS

The Landscape Group have received a copy of Equestrian Guidance for the AONB which contains lots of very useful information and guidance for horse owners, it was agreed that a request for hard copies should be made to the AONB and for these to be distributed to local horse owners and also the Pony Club. Action MS & AB
According to the AONB workshop attended recently, the price to landowners per acre for affordable housing has increased substantially. LB investigated, according to the RHA the current rate is £10,000 per acre. 

MS advised the PPS5 on historic protection is now in and we await further information. 

Please see attached report.

Kennet Valley School – JW

The school is continuing to have monthly open meetings on the last Wednesday between 5 and 8pm following the decision from the Salisbury Diocese to join the two parts of the school to one site in Lockeridge.    

Please see attached report.

Marlborough Area Board – SR

With regard to MAB funding, the question was raised as to whether we could possibly request funding for a new notice board outside the school, this would be an open notice board outside the school for use by the local community.                   Action SR

Please see attached report.
MAVCAP –TB

Due to TB being unable to attend the last MAVCAP meeting the following actions remain outstanding: 

MAVCAP is introducing a website with the possibility of sub-sites for PCs, it was agreed that we would like to receive further information about this when it becomes available.

Action TB 

Parking charges in Marlborough were discussed and it was agreed that we as a Parish are significantly concerned about the level of charges, and would like the question raised whether it was possible to have parking charges reimbursed by Waitrose, or other retailers in the town, at point of purchase (many other supermarkets are currently running similar schemes e.g. Tesco in Hungerford and Sainsburys in Devizes). 
                                                                                                                                               Action TB
After some discussion, it was agreed that Parish Councils need to continue to try to participate in (and to be recognised by) the Area Board, and that we would like MAVCAP to consider our concerns. Letter to be drafted. 
Action TB


Unitary Cllr Jemima Milton commented on the above: She felt that the PC’s were being squeezed out of MAB and MAB were talking shop instead of making decisions, this needs to change.  She suggested this be raised as an issue to be put as an Agenda item for the next MAB Meeting.  She would like to see MAVCAP doing Community Plans and asked us to think about the services available for the children in our community available in Marlborough and improving the access to these.   

Avebury World Heritage Site Steering Group – SR

No meeting.

72. PLANNING-Clerk

It was agreed that RR would be the new Planning Chairman until the next PC Meeting.

The TPO’s are now in place on the healthy trees on the Overton Road, Steve Russell has been contacted regarding the possibility of grants for the planting of new trees on Overton Road, awaiting response.
Action JW

The Clerk has added a list of outstanding applications (including any ongoing enforcement items) to both the Planning Agendas and Mail Logs.  She is also keeping a list of temporary permissions.

The Westwoods Design Plan is now in.

Please see attached report.

73. PARISH ASSETS – JH

Picnic Benches – need to be removed as soon as possible.  Notification of their removal was in the last issue of UKN News.  Clerk to place an order for the new benches once the grant has been received.


Action JH ,TB, Clerk

JH has written to Michael Maude advising that if a suitable alternative amenity is agreed, the P.C. would be happy to give up the lease on the West Overton Sports Field. He has met with Michael Maude to discuss his future plans for the land behind Knights Close and talked about the possibility of a new play area.



JH confirmed that the village benches had last been checked for damage and deterioration in September 2009 and JJ agreed to carry out a visual check on the Fyfield Bus Shelter.  Action JJ

Please see attached report.

The Asset Register has now been updated for the year 2009/10

The Wicksteed Inspection has been moved to later in the year, Clerk to check on any insurance implications.

Action Clerk 

74. VILLAGE AMENITIES – TB

Grit Bins – TB has responded to a letter received from W.C. with regard to possible new bins within the Parish.  

TB confirmed Wiltshire Council are now resisting BT’s proposal to remove the phone service from the telephone box in West Overton and BT have been advised that we do not wish to adopt the said phone box.  

TB replied to a consultation form Mouchel about proposed improvements to the bus stopping area at Priest Acre in Fyfield and also requested they look at improving the 2 stops on the A4 in our Parish to include the reinstatement of the bus stop sign opposite the Bell.

It was noted that the bin in the Fyfield Bus Shelter is once again not being emptied, WC to be contacted. Action Clerk
Please see attached report.

75. TRAFFIC/ROAD SAFETY/POLICE – JW

The possibility of the P.C. sponsoring a talk to the school parents regarding sensible parking and driving within the village of Lockeridge was discussed at the previous meeting and also the idea of an art competition with prizes.  Both ideas to be progressed.               Action  Traffic 

Wheelie bin stickers – JW has made some ‘twenty is plenty’ notices but a decision has yet to be made regarding the costs to be charged and the marketing.  It was suggested they could be advertised at Film Night at the KVH.


Action Traffic  

We have received an email from Peter Hanson informing us of houses in Lockeridge who’s gardens are occupying part of the land which belongs to Highways and requesting our opinion and financial support.  Further clarification as to exactly which houses is required before any comment can be made.


Action SR 

Please see attached report.

76. EMERGENCY RESPONSE – JH

JH to attend a training course as soon as a suitable one becomes available on an evening at present all courses are in the day.

Action JH

The first aid kit at KVH has been inspected, only the saline eye washes and the torch currently needs replacing. 
Action CEV
It was deemed not cost effective or practical to keep the 2 way radios permanently on charge and a provision will need to be made in the budget for some high quality batteries.  Action JH, Finance


A list of vulnerable people within the Parish to be made, Clerk has already contacted PC Watts to ask for her assistance. Better clarification needed as to who is actually classed as vulnerable.
Action CEV
Please see attached report.

77. COMMUNICATIONS – MS

The responsibilities of this role to be reviewed at the July P.C. Meeting.

Action Clerk
A copy of the UKN News article is attached to these minutes.

78. FINANCE – RFO

The bank balances at 2 March 2010:

Current Account:





£3090.34

Deposit Account:





£ 3207.08









£6297.42

The accounts for the year to 22nd March 2010:

 

Balance carried forward from last year: 


£6240.94

Total receipts for the year to 22 March 2010 :

 
£10172.90

Total payments for year to 22 March 2010 :


£10853.44


The available (cash book) balance at 22 March 2010 :
£5560.40

Cheques signed on 12 March 2010: 

 801
P Bowen – repairs to Lockeridge Bus Shelter
£230.00

 

Sign Cheques: cheques and invoices to be approved & signed.
MS proposed, JH seconded.


   

802
KVH Hall Hire Jan



£12.00

803
Sophie Roberts (Salary)



£618.37

804
Sophie Roberts (expenses)


  
£62.65

805
CPRE





£29.00

806
ARK





£15.00

 

TOTAL






£737.02
 

Hopefully the above figures will alter little between now and April, and will soon become “actuals”. 

We received a donation request from Victim Support, they have helped 9 victims within the Parish during 2009/10, it costs them on average £26.61 to support each victim.  Our current policy for donations is £10 per victim helped up to a maximum of £50, it was agreed this policy should remain. It was agreed that a donation of £50 should be made to Victim Support.  MS proposed & JJ seconded.  The cheque was raised and signed at the meeting.

The Finance Committee have not met since the last PC Meeting due to illness but the RFO and Finance Chairman held an informal meeting on the morning of Wednesday 24th March:

They reviewed the budget and could foresee no major issues.  The Carried Forward figure (see available balance figure above in bold) should be comfortably in excess of that assumed in the draft budget we agreed in November (£4000).

They thought that the budget could be formally adopted at the AGM once the Finance Committee has formally met.
Action Finance
WALC confirmed it is acceptable to put an insurance figure for the Play Surfaces based on the type of surface we would like to replace with rather than like for like, this should hopefully reduce the premium slightly, PAC will need to investigate further.  

Action PAC

It was agreed that a small provision, £50 each, should be made in the annual budget for both Traffic and CEV.  MS proposed, AB seconded.


Action Finance

79. CORRESPONDENCE

PB has looked into the possibility of a notice requesting the use of a permissive path through North Farm for safety reasons, no further action will be taken at present.

Esther is now pushing forward with opening the next section of Fyfield 11, she is visiting the farmer next week.

Best Kept Village Competition to be responded to by 31st March, no further action.

The Annual Return forms have been received for completion.

Action RFO 

JH outlined his discussion with Michael Maude regarding the West Overton Sports Field and land.  Michael Maude has requested a private meeting regarding his proposals for the site.  The council considered it’s position, the advice from WALC being that we can support the need for social housing but not the actual application.  It was decided not to proceed with a meeting (SR to write to MM) and that it would be appropriate for the PC to obtain a housing survey need from the WRHA (LB).  The PC would like to request a proforma of the questions to be asked and David Throup to be contacted regarding the possibility of distributing it along with the UKN News.  Action LB,SR,Clerk 

A letter of resignation has been received from Cllr Judy Brooks.

The Waste Consultation has been withdrawn until after the General Election.

PB has negotiated a better rate for Grass Cutting with Wiltshire Council.    

80. AOB 

A request was made for all Committee Chairmans to provide short reports for the APM, TB suggested a list of achievements would make for more interesting reading, this was agreed unanimously. Action all PC Chairs    

All Councillors have been invited to a party at The Breach by MS on Saturday May 1st, 11.30 walk followed by a picnic around 12.30.                                                                                                          

The meeting closed at 8.30pm.



This is the last page of the minutes. 

PLEASE NOTE

Next PC Meeting (AGM) is on Monday 24th May 2010 at 7.00 pm in the Kennet Valley Hall
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