FYFIELD AND WEST OVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 4 – 08/09
Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on the 24th November 2008 at 7.00pm in the Kennet Valley Hall.

Present : Cllr  S Rogers (Chrm), Cllr M Spender,  Cllr B Rayment,  Cllr P Burrowbridge, Cllr J Taylor,  Cllr J Harding, Cllr J Woodget, Cllr T Butler, Cllr A Baring, Cllr J Janes,
Apologies: Cllr L Backhouse, Dist Cllr J Triggs, Dist Cllr D Hunter
In attendance:  Mrs S Stedman (Clerk), Cty Cllr C Humphries, Cnty, Cllr Tony Molland, Police Liaison Officer Michael Bayliss,  Mrs S Roberts (Clerk in waiting)
DECLARATIONS OF ANY INTERESTS TO BE DECLARED AND RECORDED: None
39.   MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:  BR proposed and PC seconded that the minutes be approved and signed this was agreed unanimously after the following points were corrected: under Finance para 35 point 2 the balance in the deposit account should read £3172.03 and the schedule of outstanding and retrospective cheques, while approved at the meeting was omitted, to be included in the Finance report below.
40. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES: 
· Village Amenities Committee (VAC) –  see para 44 below.
· Health Forum:  No further information has been circulated, it is thought it will be a matter that when MCASP becomes the Marlborough Area Partnership (MAP) it will be a matter that they will take up.
· WO North Bridge – It appears that it will be finished on time.
· Cllr Job Packs:  RoW, Planning and  Parish Assets (Play Areas) have been done, Chairman, Finance, Village Amenities, Traffic and Communications to be completed .


Action SR/Clerk/JW/LB&TB
· Community Emergency Volunteer:  JH volunteered to look into the possibility of taking on this role after March next year.  He will liaise with MS to see how much time it will require.



Action JH/MS
· Chicken Lorries: Some discussion took place over this matter, including the reasons why the plan to take the lorries through West Woods failed due to complaints, including some from Clatford residents.  It was agreed that it was a matter of conflicting interests between those who are disturbed at night and retaining peace in the woods for wild life and preserving the tracks in good condition.  It was agreed that the Traffic committee should look into this matter with the Forestry Commission and others concerned. 




Action Traffic Committee
A letter to be sent to Michael Maude to informing him accordingly. 



Action Clerk
41. REPORTS FROM OTHER BODIES: 
· Police Liaison Officer – Michael Bayliss reported that there had only been one crime where cannabis was found in a car on the A4 and that action has been taken against hare coursing in the area, which has been reasonably successful through a ‘texting’ system with farmers.  It was noted that the trailer outside the Old Stores, WO had been removed, the owner had been asked to provide lights for it at night.
· Kennet Valley Hall Report - BR
Hall Extension Project is now well under way, the outer walls are at plate level the roof should be started soon. New Chairs are due next Thursday. Film Evening Programme  a Full House of 120 for Mamma Mia and a reasonable attendance for the “niche” film,  Edge of Love. We have the list of films for our early 2009 Programme which I will bring to the Meeting for comment. We have a good working party but are keen to recruit one more person to who could simply concentrate on the Advertising and Marketing of the programme. Harvest Supper was held on Saturday October 18th   with good food, drink and some lively local entertainment. The attendance was reasonable –approx 60 – but as probably the only traditional Village social event surviving I would have anticipated greater support from Parish Councillors. Christmas Bingo will take place on Thursday 18th December. We are trying to build up a bigger team of collectors for the house to house collection for food & drink contributions for the hamper prizes.  Avebury Junior Football Club have now adopted KVH as their base. They take boys, and girls, 9 to14 so if you know of any local youngsters who would like to join, they meet at the Hall on Monday Nights between 5.30 and 7.00 for training - inside and/or out depending on weather. Matches are normally played on Sunday mornings.
· Landscape - MS
Various villagers attended the County-led Tree Warden evening at KVH last month  -  an interesting project which will start in the New Year.  No other news to report.
· K V School – JT reported that the school held good quiz night, also that there had been a good OFSTED report for the school and to spread the word of the schools success.

· One Council  Marlborough Area Board (pilot)– MS
TB and MS attended the first Pilot Area Board meeting held in Marlborough on 11th November.  There will only be 5 Unitary Councillors for the whole area from next June. We were debriefed on officer and steering group progress in various areas  -  Wilts Council development, MAB communication strategy, action plan for coming on stream, draft handbook etc - and had short presentations from the "Service Providers" (Fire Police Highways and PCT Trust).  SR is to sit on the draft handbook working group.  It was a good evening for net-working.

· We have been asked to submit a traffic/road safety issue affecting our Parish, for consideration in the pilot project study by  MAB.  To this end JH produced an excellent run down on the traffic problems on the A4 and the difficulties of solving them. It was proposed by TB and seconded by AB that the A4 traffic issue, and the second issue of unsuitably large vehicles using our narrow roads, due to ‘sat-navs’, creating passing problems for both vehicles, horses and pedestrians and as a consequence damaging the verges and hedgerows, be put forward for consideration, this was agreed unanimously.  SR will present these issues using JH’s report to back up the case and seek that at least data should be collected as suggested in the report.
           Action SR
· It was suggested that PC  policy should still be to concentrate on ensuring that we retain our right to nominate a separate rep for MAB, and not be condensed into a cluster of some sort, the Pilot Board have been emailed to emphasise this.
· The Council considered representation on MCASP and MAB  -  it was suggested it would be  better for different people for each committee and it was decided that SR should represent the Parish on MAB and TB on MCASP (MAP) with MS deputising for both when necessary.  JH is also willing to take a turn next year.
· Since the board meeting it is understood that the Planning System will remain basically the same.
42. PLANNING COMMITTEE – MS reported that:  
That two meetings  had been held, minutes of meeting no.6 circulated 6/10/08 and no.7 with this report.  Notes on a reply re Selkley Cabin were circulated on 31/10/08.  Leylandii hedging in Lockeridge was dealt with under delegated powers. 
· Efforts to speak to the Enforcement Officer re WO Old Stores parking requirements had been unsuccessful, but it was understood that an alternative parking plan is in the offing. 

· The owner of the metal container  in the field opposite South Farm had been asked to remove it, but nothing has transpired regarding the pig shelter.
43.  PARISH ASSETS COMMITTEE – no report
· SR will convene a meeting as soon as possible.





Action SR
· The Wicksteed annual inspection has been arranged at a cost of £45 + VAT per site. There is sufficient budgeted allowance for this.
· BR treated moss accumulating on the safety play surface at Knights Close, WO.  Sarsen Housing wrote to say it was a danger re slipping.  The moss has nearly dried out and will require volunteers to brush it away.  
Action PAC.
44.
VILLAGE AMENITIES COMMITTEE – no report
· Parish Steward -It was agreed that it should be this committee that dealt with all matters pertaining to the Parish Steward and all Cllrs to keep the committee informed of jobs that need doing.


Acton VAC

· Village Cleansing- Likewise all jobs for Robert Oakey  should be collected via the committee and reported to the Clerk so that she can make arrangements with  Robert Oakey and pay him.  It was noted that the Parish Notice board in WO required painting, and that this would be a suitable job for him.



Action All
· Bridge Railings – email exchanges on various views about painting the railings have taken place.  The VAC will discuss this when it meets.
· Committee Meeting – to be arranged and chairman elected.



       Action TB/Clerk
45.  TRAFFIC/ROAD SAFETY/POLICE –  JW reported that  it had been a busy couple of months: 
· The Scarecrow competition was a huge success. The scarecrows dotted around the village became a talking point far and wide, and the general agreement is that they succeeded in slowing the traffic through the village. Photos were sent to Ben Hamilton Baillie who was impressed, and has added them to his web site. An article appeared in the Gazette and Herald.

· The 30mph signs were moved out to appropriate entrances to the Village and the new Wooden Entrance Gates were erected in October. Because we are a village with sporadic street lighting this move required more repeater signs than previously. This caused a little concern at first, but now they seem to have become part of the village scene. The consensus is that the gates along with the more appropriate placing of the speed limit signs have slowed traffic down, especially on the Bridge and the Green. An article should appear in the Gazette and Herald.

· A meeting of the traffic committee agreed on activities over the next 12 months to keep the ‘Mental Speed Bumps’ going. A Christmas Tree on the Green will be the first activity, decorating it will be a village wide activity, hopefully involving the lower school. An even better and bigger Scarecrow competition is planned for next September 12th.   It is hoped Ben H-B will be attending. We are hoping to increase publicity for our activities and will pursue ideas of how to achieve this.  BR has a contact in  Wilts Radio.
· Cat’s Eyes  in Lockeridge hedgerows suddenly appear …. The black panther of West Woods?
· Ivy Lane (Eckards (or Eckarts?) Lane) – BR brought up concerns that Ivy Lane had not been repaired as promised and that disgruntled residents had threatened to sue should the bad state of repair cause them any harm.  Peter Hanson had replied to Cnty Cllr CH’s enquiries of last month that it had got pushed of the list at the last minute.  Cnty Cllr TM said that he would see what could be done, if given the details etc.




Action BR


46.  RIGHTS OF WAY – PB reported that: 
· WCC was reminded of the fallen bridleway sign (indicating bridleway WO8) opposite North farm, West Overton. It appears to have been resurrected. PB has noted comments regarding the lack of a  bridleway sign on the A4 for WO43, going north past Greywethers cottage. 
· Update on Fyfield 11: (October 08) Esther has visited the residents of Clatford Hall five times and exchanged “millions” of letters/e-mails. She reports that WCC will “serve notice,” if the landowner does not agree soon. Cnty Cllr CH offered to give this matter another push.  PB to email full details of progress to date.





Action PB/Cllr CH
·  PB had secured assistance from a local farmer to apply weed killer toWO41 footpath through the withy beds next year, and WCC has agreed to pay for the materials used.  PB asked the meeting’s feelings on the use of weedkiller for this job.  It was thought that the weed killer should be used with some circumspection and directed carefully at the footpath area only.

· A query was raised re the footpath that goes straight across the field behind South Farm yard.  Even though there is no marked way, people should walk across the field, the more the better so that a firm path becomes obvious, they should not walk round the edge of the field.

· It was noted re Preshute 12 (confirmed as a bridle way) that a hedge has been allowed to grow which obstructs the use of the gate for horses.
47.  COMMUNICATIONS – JT had circulated the latest draft of the newsletter for comments on the contents which were all gratefully received.  JT thought that a publication date should be fixed.  SR proposed 1st June, as by then the new Wiltshire Council would be operational and Kennet disbanded and it was after the PC AGM when officers of the committees were fixed for the year.  This was agreed after some discussion, together with the proposal that in the meantime a list of existing Cllrs and their jobs, together with brief explanation of the new committees be published in the Upper Kennet News.  This was agreed.  Clerk to forward relevant information to JT.





Action JT/Clerk
48. FINANCE – It was reported that:
The Committee had met once since the last PC meeting and considered fully the accounts to date, see outline below:

· For the year to 24 November 08
Balance carried forward from last year:

£ 4028.07

Total Receipts for the yr to date:

£13099.73
Total Payments for yr to date:


£  8546.48

The available (cash book) balance is: 

£  8581.32
The reconciled Bank Balances: 

in the current a/c:



£ 7567.60
at 14 Oct 08 (sheet 143)



        in deposit a/c:



£ 3200.10
at 20 Oct 08 (sheet 34)








£10767.70 
Total Balance
Tax paid on the interest from the deposit account has been refunded and the deposit account flagged by bank as receiving interest gross of tax. Cash flow was studied by the committee it showed that there are £944 funds in reserve over and above budgeted and anticipated expenditure. 
· Quote for replacement cradle swing seat for Lockeridge swings from Playgound Services option 1 @ £120 option 2 @ £101, plus fitting @ £60 all plus VAT.  It was noted that there is sufficient in the budget allowance for this expenditure.
· Audit Plan and Scope: It was agreed by the committee after careful consideration of the following amended documents: The Financial and Audit Timetable, the Suggested Approach to Audit testing and the Schedule of Internal Financial Controls would cover the Audit requirements and be referred to as the ‘Audit Pack’. 
· Financial Regulations It was noted from the Approach to Audit Testing that Financial Regulations were required to be adopted, amended model regulations were studied in depth by the committee who agreed to recommend that they be adopted by the PC. AB proposed and MS seconded that they be adopted this was agreed unanimously.
· Revised Clerk’s pay scales:  Increase in the present Clerk’s rate per hour of 25p to £10.364 backdated to 1st April 2008.  The new Clerk’s starting rate (from 1st December 08) by 21p/hr to £8.635 for the first 6 months, rising thereafter to £8.805/hr.  AB proposed and TB seconded that the PC agree to their implementation this was done unanimously.
· Draft Budget: the following  capital expenditure for next financial year had been considered by the committee 
£400 for replacement gates for Fyfield play area inc their installation.
£500 for seat/bench in the Fyfield play area, approximate costs from Glasdon, upwards from £349.00 + VAT including fixings to concrete, but not the concrete or installation costs, for a brown recycled plastic seat (similar to those installed at the Millennium), without arms. 

£250 Newsletter 

£60 Youth Club 
These were  included in the draft budget presented to the meeting.  Having taken into consideration:  The present financial climate, that there are no ‘special projects’ being embarked upon within the next financial year and those of the present year are near completion and that basic costs for administration, maintenance, insurance etc would be increasing, it was proposed by AB and seconded by MS that the draft budget be agreed with the proviso that the new Clerk was also, after studying it, in agreement. This was agreed unanimously.  (See attached) 
· The Precept – it was proposed by AB and seconded by TB that the precept be set at £9000 according to the draft budget, this was agreed unanimously.
· The following retrospective and outstanding cheques were approved – AB proposed TB seconded.

742
PA Slade (Lock entrance gates)
£869.50

743
Grass Cutting WO sports field
£ 28.20

744
KDC grass cutting

£226.18

745
Clerk’s Salary Oct/Nov

£770.14  (inc back pay)

746
Clerk’s Expenses Oct/Nov

£35.88

The following were approved at the meeting held on 29th September, but were omitted from Minutes 

34
KVH insurance of sports equip
£216.48

734
KVH Hire March/May

£ 40.48

735
Mazars External Audit fee

£141.00

736
Grass Cutting WO sports field
£88.13

737
New Clerks training course
£195.00

738
Clerk’s Salary Aug/Sep

£701.38

739
Clerk’s Expenses Aug/Sep

£ 27.43

740
Village Cleansing 

£100.00

741
Donation KVH (extension )
£135.00
49.  CORRESPONDENCE: The following items were noted from the Mail Log:
ML 997  WALC sent with their newsletter a summary of the new model public information scheme required under the Freedom of Information Act to be adopted by Parish Councils by 31st December 08.  The summary requirements were circulated to the meeting.  The Clerk had prepared a draft model scheme amended to fit these requirements.  It was agreed to adopt the scheme as per the official requirements but that the amended draft be studied at a later date by the VA committee. Proposed TB seconded JW agreed unanimously.



Action VAC 
ML 23 
A consultation on codes of conduct for Local Authority Members and employees.  TB offered to read it through for any comments that may be needed.





Action TB
ML 36
An appeal from Marlborough and District Link Scheme – 12 + people helped with 43 trips in the last 6 months in our Parishes.
It was agreed to donate £50 proposed AB seconded JW.


Action Clerk
ML 39
An appeal from Victim Support – one resident in our Parish was helped in the last year (07).  It was agreed that £10 be donated (in accordance with PC policy £10 per person helped up to a maximum of £50).  JJ proposed JW seconded.









Action Clerk
50. AOB 
· Parish Council minutes from 19th May 1988 to 20th March 2004 have been placed in the County Record Office in Chippenham. 

· JT mentioned a coffee morning to be held on Sat 6th December in the Church room 10-12 in aid of Church funds and in particular the proposed composting toilet facility.  Bring and Buy, cakes, bric a brac etc.

· It was noted that the footpath running alongside Phoenix House in WO is being obstructed by an overgrown hedge.  PB will investigate.









Action PB

· A vote of thanks and appreciation was given to the retiring Clerk as it was her last PC meeting. 
The meeting closed at 8.45pm






This is the last page of the minutes

Next PC Meeting is on Monday 26th January 2009 at 7.00 pm in the Kennet Valley Hall
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