FYFIELD AND WEST OVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 3 – 09/10
Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on the 28th September 2009 at 7.00pm in the Kennet Valley Hall.

Present: Cllr S Rogers (Chrm), Cllr T Butler, Cllr L Backhouse, Cllr P Burrowbridge, Cllr J Harding, Cllr R Richards.  

Apologies: Cllr A Baring, Cllr M Spender, Cllr J Janes, Cllr J Woodget and Cllr J Brooks.
In attendance:  Mrs S Roberts (Clerk), Unitary Cllr J Milton, PC Mike Bayliss and Ruth Scriven.

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS:  None

32. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:  The minutes were approved and signed, this was agreed unanimously.
33. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:

Councillor Job Packs: To be finalised for next PC meeting, draft copies to be forwarded to MS.








Action Committee & Clerk  

34. CO-OPTION: RR proposed and PB seconded that Ruth Scriven be co-opted onto the Council. Ruth Scriven then joined the meeting.

35. REPORTS FROM OTHER BODIES:

Police – MB

PC Michael Bayliss reported that: 

There had been incidents of misbehaving at West Overton bus stop in the mornings.

The travellers had been moved on from the Ridgeway.

Theft of a motorcycle from a skip in Lockeridge.

Theft from a motor vehicle in Westwoods.

Poaching on Borham.

A crop circle in West Overton.

Non payment for fuel at Fyfield Fuelling station.      

Kennet Valley Hall - BR 

Hall Floor refurbishment: This is now complete and will be professionally maintained on a monthly basis.

Film Evening Programme:  

October11th The Young Victoria, November 8th A Bunch of Amateurs, December 13th Jule & Julia.

All members of the community are to be encouraged to attend if the Community Project is to remain economic.
Social:  

Heritage Exhibition Repeat November 22nd, Christmas Bingo December 18th, Harvest Supper October 31st, AGM November 9th.

Landscape Group – MS

Peter Fowler is visiting the parish in mid-October, and has promised to lead a short archaeological walk in the Woods. Please let me know if you want to join in (limited numbers).
We have taken some photos of intrusive Downland fencing and will pogress this long-standing issue via MAB, with the help of Jemima Milton and CPRE (John Kirkman, Ramsbury) - we are trying to open a debate on fencing on high AONB Downland.  At the moment there is no Wiltshire Council planning policy applicable, but I have discovered that West Berkshire are tackling the same topic which might be helpful.

Kennet Valley School – JW

No report received. 

 SR conveyed her best wishes and sympathy on behalf of the Parish Council to JW for the death of her mother.

Marlborough Area Board – SR

The meeting in Marlborough Town Hall was chaired by Chris Humphries with Cllrs Jemima Milton and Peggy Dow present and apologies from Nick Fogg.  Michael Ancram attended and there were many members of the public.

Two presentations were made,

Maggie Rae, Joint Director of public health (NHS Wilts and WC) outlined current health and social care needs, demonstrating that, within the M. Community Area, West Overton ward came above the first but below the 2nd quintiles in the “Index of Multiple deprivation” while Fyfield was above the second and below the 3rd quintiles. (Not sure how the index is measured.)  However the most deprived part of the area (Marlborough East, north) was still within the central fifth for England as a whole, i.e. near the median.  Basically the M. C. Area scores well in health statistics.  

Alison Knowles, Director of Corporate Affairs and Communication, presented the MCA ‘s current service provision including minor injuries services, and showed costs and usage of different parts of the provision.  She stressed that there were no plans to close Savernake nor to privatise it.

Questions from the floor were then invited, and there were many.  Many were hostile and some horror stories were trotted out.  

The final presentation from the Chief Executive Jeff James outlined prospects for the future.  The key priority for the MCA was to make the best use of Savernake Hospital at the same time securing clinically sustainable affordable services (I.e. no return of the MIU).  They are looking at in other ways of providing MI services.   There will be tough years for planning in the immediate future.

The evening ended with further questions and discussions. 

A request was made to Jemima Milton for the Area Board to keep an interest in the NHS and to keep it on their agenda. 

MAVCAP –MS

The Minutes of the 29th July meeting which I attended in Tim's absence have not been sent.
Nothing of great note to report.  It is still difficult to establish MAVCAP's role/interface with MAB  - especially if MAB persist in appealing direct to the public, which is theoretically a good thing BUT does sideline MAVCAP and Parish Councils. As a result, not many of those present were keen on volunteering to lead any projects.  I sat with the police and firemen which led to me volunteering to help with the police reporting system (contacted but no progress yet), and also getting a good possibility for our 2010 Annual Meeting speaker michael.franklin@wiltshire.gov.uk of the Fire and Rescue Service!  

Savernake Hospital and Tesco's were discussed but no surprises in the arguments used.  I did not raise the Post Office queueing problem  -  last time I was in there there was no queue at all!

36. PLANNING – Clerk

The Planning Committee has not met since the last PC Meeting.

There has been considerable correspondence regarding the Old BT Repeater Station at Overton Hill.  The Committee agreed that a letter should be written to Wiltshire Planning regarding the roller shutter doors.  Action SR & Clerk.

No further information has been received re ‘beating of the bounds’ or the chestnut trees on Overton Road.







 

Action JW

It was agreed that LB would remain as Planning Chairman until the next PC Meeting.

37. PARISH ASSETS – JH

An informal meeting of the parish Assets Committee was held on 21st September 2009. 
Play Areas 

The play areas have continued to be inspected regularly by the Parish Assets committee and an official inspection is carried out annually, the last official inspection was undertaken in January 2009 which did not find any major problems. 

Sarsens housing association have been informed that there is a tree overhanging the Knights Close play area which is obstructing the climbing frame, they have agreed to cut the branches back. 

Enquiries are being made to find funding for new play equipment at Knights Close, donations are being sought from Landfill Communities Funding, Waitrose and the Lottery Fund and an application has just been made to Wiltshire Council for £35,000.  The possibility of the PC making a contribution was discussed dependent on the result of the application. 

The Assets committee are keeping in touch with the Kennet Valley Hall Committee over the state of the equipment at that site, although KVH have now requested that we do the inspections, JH to speak to BR.  Action JH 

A replacement seat to the swing at the Lockeridge village green has been installed.

The new gate to the Fyfield play area has been erected. 

Village Seats 

There are no problems with any of the parish council owned village seats within the parish however further to a recent inspection of the picnic benches at the West Overton sports field, these were deemed to be beyond economic repair and will need to be removed. 


 Action PAC 

Bus Shelters 

There is a broken tile to the bus shelter roof at West Overton and two broken tiles and some broken guttering to the bus shelter in Lockeridge, quotations have been received from three contractors for the cost of repair with prices ranging between £300 to £600.  It was agreed that the cheaper of the quotes would be accepted as a recommendation had now been received regarding the building company concerned.  







Action PAC

Proposed future new Parish Assets: 

New seat in West Overton at Southfields bus stop. 

Replacement picnic benches for West Overton sports field

Assets Register 

The 09/10 Assets Register costs were based on insurance policy values but the new insurance company is not prepared to value the assets for 10/11 so the Assets Committee is required to meet before the next PC meeting in November to complete the Asset Register valuations. 


Action PAC
It was agreed that due to difficulties in gaining a full quorum for meetings and given that most Assets decisions then need to be discussed by the Finance Committee to reduce the Quorum to 3. JH proposed, TB seconded.  







Action Clerk

38. VILLAGE AMENITIES – TB

Village Amenities Committee

The outcome of the committee’s last meeting, on 7th July, was reported to the July Parish Council meeting.  The next meeting is on Tuesday 27th October 2009.  The following issues have arisen since 7th July:

Parish steward: came on September 10th.  Amongst other jobs he strimmed the bus stop on the A4 (but said he wouldn't usually do this at is it not their responsibility as it is not an official bus stop).  VAC to look into this.  Action TB  

 Recycling skip: the recycling skip had been scheduled to be in West Overton on Friday 18th September between 10 and 12.30, but Wiltshire Council changed the time to 8 - 10.30 but omitted to publicise that.  The Parish Clerk raised this with them, and they have agreed to switch the time back to 10 – 12:30 for future occasions.  This has been mentioned in our next item for the Parish Magazine.
Gritting bins: we have had a number of moments in response to our request (at the last Parish Council meeting and in the September Upper Kennet News) for views on where these are needed, and the committee will consider these at its next meeting.  Wiltshire Council is due to send out before the end of November a plan showing any bins which it proposes to remove, and we will have the opportunity to comment on that








Action VAC
Allotments: some interest has been expressed in having allotments within the villages. We will consider this further at the next meeting of the committee.  If, in the meantime, members of the Council learn of real enthusiasm for pursuing this, please let Tim Butler know.

Grass cutting in Peacock – VAC to look into.





 Action TB 

The possibility of a bench outside the One Stop in Marlborough was discussed, it was agreed that SR would speak to the Marlborough Town Councillors as they would need to lead the project.  Jemima Milton suggested this could be partly funded (under £1,000) by MAB as we had already been advised that Wilts Council would pay a proportion of the cost.




Action SR

West Overton Sports Fields – The possibility of this being turned into a full size football pitch for the use of Avebury Football Club was discussed prior to the start of the PC Meeting as Michael Maude had decided to withdraw the proposal.  Several of the parishioners turned up and SR asked them to think carefully what they would like to see on the land and to look at the possibility of an open meeting (not connected to the Parish Council) with Michael Maude to discuss his ideas.  

Rights of way:

During the last weekend in July a resident of Lockeridge, living in Rhyls Lane, complained about the noise of motor bikes in West Woods. The matter was referred to the Forestry Commission, who, in turn, advised that the police might be able to deal with such matters more swiftly than they could;

in early August footpath Preshute 15 (diagonally across a field on the Clatford side of West Woods) was obstructed by a heavily chained and padlocked gate. The matter was reported to Esther Daly. The farmer reported that cattle had been escaping through the insecure gate. The gate was repaired and the path reopened within a couple of days;

Robin Swanton, North Farm, applied weedkiller to the Causeway footpath in West Overton during the summer to make it more accessible;

after much prompting from Paul Burrowbridge, Wiltshire Highways collected the missing part of the signpost on Lockeridge Dene (blown down in the gales of February 2007). Hopefully the signpost should be complete again very soon.

39. TRAFFIC/ROAD SAFETY/POLICE – JW

Holes mended in temporary fashion Ivy Lane Lockeridge 

Sarsen Stone kerb stones replaced outside Lockeridge School 

WCC has said they will paint all bridge railings 

Damaged entrance gate to Lockeridge mended by WCC and replaced 

Scarecrow competition a great success 

Committee meeting called but postponed 

Community Speed watch can be requested via Michael Bayliss who would pass it to the roads and policing unit to be assessed.

40. EMERGENCY RESPONSE – JH

The Fyfield and West Overton Parish Council Emergency Response Plan contains all of the feedback from the PC meeting held on 18th May. A copy of the Emergency Response Plan has been registered with Wiltshire Council Emergency Response Unit, hard copies have been printed for depositing at KVH, West Overton and Fyfield churches and Kennett Valley School and an electronic copy has been sent to all PC members and the members of the Emergency response Team. The Emergency Response Plan will be updated in 6 months time ahead of the May 2010 PC meeting where it will need to be endorsed again. One set of two way radios has been purchased for use in an emergency by the Emergency Response Team, they are being tested to ensure they have enough range to cover the entire Parish, if they prove to be satisfactory then three further sets will be purchased.  



Action JH 

The CEV is looking to attend emergency response training when Wiltshire Council confirm the next training date.








Action JH 

A meeting of the Emergency Response Team will be called annually, the next meeting is planned to be held in March 2010. 







Action JH

41. COMMUNICATIONS – MS

A copy of the UKN News article is attached to these minutes.

42. FINANCE – RFO

Finance (RFO)

The accounts for the year to 25 September 09:

Balance carried forward from last year: 

£6240.94

Total receipts for the year to 25 Sept 09:

£10160.10

Total payments for year to 25 Sept 09:

£5530.12

The available (cash book) balance at 25 Sept 09:
£10870.92
The reconciled bank balances:

Current Account:




£9566.83

Deposit Account:




£3206.28 








£12773.11

Cashflow – estimated funds in reserve - £2,700

The Clerk, Finance Chairman and VAC Chairman held an informal meeting on Thursday 10th September 09 at 5 Peacock, west Overton at 7pm.

Now being half way through the financial year income and expenditure are much as expected with savings having been made on The Parish Magazine and extra income having been generated from the Bursary Scheme.  We also banked £85 left over from last years Village Cleansing.  We noted that Donations is extremely tight and we may need to make a slightly larger provision for the next financial year.


Given the current economic climate it is our recommendation to only purchase one new bench this year.    

The Asset Register has not yet been completed for this year.

The Finance Job Pack is now complete, this will comprise of a job description, Financial Regulations, Audit timetable and Scope of Internal Audit.

After reviewing the Commercial deposit interest rates it was decided it was currently not worth transferring any funds to a high interest account.  This will be reviewed again in 6 months time.  

The Village Cleansing Grant has been received but unfortunately we have only been awarded £350 of the £500 requested.

The Clerk’s Training Bursary Fund was applied for and we were awarded £97.50, which we have now received.

The quotations for the bus shelters were reviewed and our recommendations would be to go with the cheapest quote as a satisfactory reference had now been found for the company. 

We have received confirmation from Wiltshire Council that we will shortly be receiving an invoice for £2,000 for our share of the Lockeridge traffic calming measures.  

We have received donation requests from Wiltshire Link and The Bobby Van Trust, the Link have helped over 40 parishoners and the Bobby Van 2.  We currently have only £65 available in the budget for donations taking into account those due in from ARK, CPRE, Victim Support and Friends of The Ridgeway.  On this basis we would recommend £50 to Wiltshire Link (the same as last year) and £10 to the Bobby Van.  TB proposed and LB seconded.
Action Clerk
The church in West Overton is now regularly being used for Planning Meetings, the possibility of making a donation was discussed and it was agreed that the finances could be obtained from the Hire of Hall proportion of the budget rather than Donations with a possible figure of £50.  To be decided at the next PC Meeting.

Funding has been applied for to Wiltshire Council for the upgrade of the Knights Close play area, unfortunately the deadline for application was Friday 25th September and was only for the provision of ages 8 – 13, we have applied for £35,000.

The committee discussed possible funding requests for the next financial year:

Picnic benches for West Overton Sports Field

Donation for Knights Close Play Area

Insurance (will go up if Knights Close play area refurbished)

Donations

Donation to Church for Hall Hire

Scarecrow Competition

Grass cutting on bike trail

Cheque signed on 17/08/09

776
Mike Smith – Scarecrow Competition

£20.00

777
Friends of Savernake



£50.00

778
Nick Stedman – 2 way radios


£64.23

779
Michael Maude – Internal Audit


£100.00

Sign Cheques: cheques and invoices to be approved & signed. – TB proposed, RR seconded.

780
Sophie Roberts – Salary Aug/Sept


£612.30

781 
Sophie Roberts - Expenses



£72.13

782
Manor Farm (Grass Cutting Sept)


£27.60



783
Wiltshire Council ( Grass Cutting 09/10)

£929.20

784
Mark Ford ( Parish notice-boards)


£196.73

43. CORRESPONDENCE

44. AOB 

LB suggested we request Wiltshire Council to take into account local transport facilities when giving considerations to Tescos in Marlborough.  

PLEASE NOTE

Next PC Meeting is on Monday 30th November 2009 at 7.00 pm in the Kennet Valley Hall
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