PC REPORTS for Monday 11th October 2010

REPORTS FROM OTHER BODIES

Kennet Valley Hall (RR)
No report.

Landscape Group (MS)

No report.

 

Kennet Valley School (JW)

Kennet Valley school is now all housed on the East Kennet Site. There have been a few teething problems, including the lateness of the school buses (due to road works in Marlborough) but most have been resolved.
the teachers and pupils are really enjoying being on one site, and look forward to the permanent move to Lockeridge in the late spring.
a vision meeting was held with parents and governors discussing where they want to see the school going in the next 5 years. It was a well attended and successful meeting.
Builders have been chosen for the Lockeridge Build, which should start on 18th October. The builders are very sensitive about the effect the build is having on some immediate neighbours and will introduce himself to them and keep them informed of exactly what is happening.
Marlborough Area Board (MS)
No report.

MAVCAP(TB)

The main points discussed at the last meeting on 28 September 2010, were:
- grant applications: a reminder to apply to apply to the Area Board for grant support for appropriate initiatives (summary of some of the rules set out below)

- The Stones Way: the proposed 29 mile long distance path between Avebury and Stonehenge, and its impact on communities along its route

- preparation of the next Marlborough Community Area Plan: at present in its initial stages only, but I put in a plea for plenty of appropriately structured consultation, with plenty of notice

- proposals for an area-wide website which the town and parish councils could all use to post information about what is going on in their area, including agendas and minutes of parish council meetings

- report on the recent trial of additional transport for young people attending events in Marlborough: there is further work being done on this

- traffic calming issues across the area: a not-entirely illuminating discussion, but at least it is being discussed, and councillors and the police understand it is exercising many of the rural parishes.

 

Summary of rules for grants

For small projects, costing no more than £1,000 in total, there is no need for you to find match funding (except for local councils). 
· Up to half of the total project cost may be funded when it costs more than £1,000 

· Council funding from other sources cannot be used to match fund.
· Schools and other council services are not eligible to apply. 
· There is support for organisations making applications. 

· Signposting to other sources of funding is also provided.
 

Avebury World Heritage Site Steering Group (SR)

The AWHS Steering Group visited the excavations at the Roman site opposite Silbury Hill at the invitation of English Heritage and another visit was organised for residents of the villages around.  It was intriguing to see the profile of ditches and banks revealed by the work but difficult for the untutored eye discern very much.

AGENDA REPORTS

Planning (RR)

Since the last Parish Council Meeting there has been only one meeting of the planning committee.

Overton Hill TRS, West Overton .  Portaloo, CCTV, satellite dish & CCTV have now been removed and the roller shutter door replaced - no further action is to be taken by WC.   
The hole in hedge at Old Meadow Cottages, Lockeridge; owner of Old Meadow Cottage to reinstate hedge; Alan Brown (WC) to investigate.
Clerk and RWR to meet Mike Wilmott (WC Planning) November 12th to discuss pre planning advice and other issues.  
Conservation (JW)

Responding to Conservation issue both build and grown environment.
Parish Assets (PB) 

A meeting  of the PA Committee was held on 20th September, 2010.

Wicksteed  inspected the Lockeridge, Fyfield and KVH play areas on 30th July. Several items were identified as in need of future attention; two items at Fyfield were rated as medium high risk: the rope ladder and the fence – a quotation for this work has been requested. Two additional  items have subsequently been identified as in need of repair: a swing seat at WO and some wooden edging at Lockeridge. No report received yet from Aster for WO play area.

Councillors who will monitor the play areas are: Tracey (WO sports/ football field), Jo (Fyfield), John (KVH), Paul (Lockeridge). New notebooks and inspection guidelines have been issued.

A quotation for laying new surfaces, using an alternative material, at all the play areas amounted to over £14k; it was not pursued. The meeting suggested building up a repair/contingency fund annually, to meet future repairs/replacement of equipment, especially the costly play surfaces. £1000 p.a. was suggested.

Nothing further has been heard from Jason Lewis, the SmithsGore solicitor, who is dealing with the proposed new site for the WO sports/playing field, since a site meeting held in July 2010.

The bike trail ramps at KVH, where wood has rotted, are due to be replaced w/c 20th September 2010. 

Tracey will take over the grass cutting contract in 2011; Brian Rayment has asked if the contract to cut small areas at the KVH can be amalgamated with the PC contract, in order to reduce costs to the KVH. This will be considered further early in 2011.

All bus shelters appear to be in good repair.

Initial quotations for a new notice board outside Lockeridge School ranged from £110 to over £300; however, a local contact has offered to provide a frame for minimal cost (estimated cost for all necessary materials is approx. £50). Additional notice boards for Lockeridge and West Overton bus shelters can be bought in Swindon for approx. £50-£60.

The asset register has been updated.

Lockeridge village gate: the meeting needed more information in order to discuss this matter; it was unclear which body is responsible for insuring and repairing this structure. It may be necessary to add the gates to the asset register and include them in PC insurance cover, depending on WC’s view.

Two new wooden benches were placed at Knight’s Close play area and WO sports/football field in June.

Village Amenities (TB)

Since the last Parish Council meeting I have (again) discussed with Wiltshire Council whether they can restore the bus stop signs at West Overton (Bell Inn)  for the 96 service.  They are aware of our request, but holding off from doing anything at the moment, because the future of that service is currently uncertain.  I responded on behalf of the committee to the short notice request from Great Western Hospital to comment on the retendering of health services currently provided by Wiltshire Community Health Services.  I stressed that the main concerns of people in our villages were not so much about the medical quality of the care, but about the way in which it is delivered, the extent to which the pracititioners have time to empathise with the patients, and the efficiency with which appointments are handled and adhered to.  We have heard from Wilsthire in response to the consultation on gritting bins.  Demand throughout the area for additional bins far exceeded supply, so the most likely outcome is that we will keep the bins we have at the moment in the villages, but not get any additional ones.  If that is what is what happens, I think we can count it as a success.  Items on the agenda so far for the next meeting of the committee include: allotments; draft Wiltshire Local Transport Plan, and how do we find out what services really matter to people living in our villages.
ROW (PB)

Ridgeway: no progress on the situation regarding parked vehicles opposite the Sanctuary. WC claims that, due to an error on the designated map, the vehicles are not positioned on the Ridgeway. I understand that the police, WC and National trust together are considering the matter.

Various fallen trees/branches in West Woods have been reported to the ROW warden and Forestry Commission; also reported to ROW warden: two objections to the poor state of the bridleway between West Woods and Huish.

A fence and gate post were broken down, apparently by a vehicle, at the Audley Down entrance to West Woods – photographed and reported to Forestry Commission

The presence of a bull, together with several cattle, on the Dene was checked out with the owner; no comments were received from members of the public; however, some may have been deterred from using the Dene.

Traffic/Road Safety/Police (RS)

The Traffic Committee have been working really hard putting together a submission to send to WC for them to consider reducing the speed limit along the Fyfield section of the A4.

We are also proposing to put together a report for the stretch of road from Lockeridge up to and including Upper Fyfield  for consideration for a speed reduction here too.

One of the Lockeridge Gates was knocked down recently by a hit and run driver.  Quotes are being collected for a replacement.  WC have said they will reinstall the Gate but will not pay for its replacement. 

The local Youth Club have been invited to get involved with traffic calming by spending one of their evenings discussing this and exploring new ideas from their own unique viewpoint and experiences.  They are keen to participate and Judith Woodget has kindly agreed to host an evening with them in the near futute.

The LTG is continuing to meet and have developed some good ideas for traffic calming in Lockeridge.

The Kennet Valley School have their own representative for this committee now, a parent Chris Seddon, who is doing a great job.  The TC chairman is now no longer representing the school because of this and so is  simply representing the TC and PC.

Emergency Response (JJ)

Community Emergency

A Community Emergency Volunteer’s Meeting was held on September 7th 2010

Six members of the team were present

CEV Document

The Initial Response Plan for Civil Emergencies is up to date and all members of the team have a copy.

Fyfield church and KVH also have an up to date copy, West Overton Church needs to be replaced with a new copy.

CEV Training

Jo Janes attended a CEV training evening in September at County Hall.

Fyfield and West Overton Parish Council are the only Parish that have an up to date Initial Response plan, many of the others were some years out of date or didn’t have one.

The training covered how to set up the response plan, data protection, insurance and a table top exercise. 

There is a flood awareness day on Tuesday 19th October in Sailsbury. JJ to attend.

Two Way Radio update

We have 4sets (8 altogether)

Nick Steadman is going to mark them 1-8

They need to be charged ready for action however this will use up electricity so we decides to buy batteries that will last 5 years if kept sealed. NS has already ordered the batteries and will distribute to local villages.

They work in line of sight, NS has devised a map showing what areas they work in and where reception is poor. 

Team members from each village will keep a set of radios.

Emergency Bag

All is up to date.

Communications (JW)

Currently writing the PC column in the UKN, and would like to ask people to send anything of interest to me to include.

Finance (RFO)

The accounts for the year to date:

 

Balance carried forward from last year: 


£5510.52

Total receipts for the year to 11 October 2010 :

 £9903.86

Total payments for year to 11 October 2010 :

£4911.05


The available (cash book) balance at 11 October 2010 :
£10503.33

Cheques signed on 4 October 2010:

826
Clerk’s salary Aug/Sept 2010



£641.51

827
Clerk’s expenses Aug/Sept 2010


£54.15

828
S Roberts for cash payment to R Oakey (V. Cleans)
£20.00

829
N Stedman – batteries for 2 way radios (ER)

£11.08

830
Mazars – External Audit Fees 09/10


£158.62 









£885.36

 

Sign Cheques: cheques and invoices to be approved & signed.

   

831
P Burrowbridge – notepads for play area insp.
£5.88

832
Wilts Council – Grass Cutting Oct – Dec 2010
£238.54

833
Manor Farm – Grass Cutting 19 Sept 2010 

£28.20

 

The figures are as expected at this stage in the Financial Year.

 The Finance Committee met on 4th October 2010 at 7.30pm at 5 Peacock, West Overton to discuss Cashflow, the Risk Assessment and to receive the Asset Register from the PAC.

· The cashflow is looking healthy with funds in reserve set to exceed that of last year.  A saving of around £1,600 on the budgeted figures is expected and as a result it was agreed that the PAC should carry out the repairs to the fencing and climbing frame ladder at Fyfield play area.  Also a sum of £150 to be allocated for notice-boards in West Overton and Lockeridge bus shelters and one outside the school in Lockeridge, subject to PC approval.      

· The Risk Assessment was reviewed for 2010/11 in the light of recent WALC advice, Indisposition of Clerk was added and it was agreed that the suggestion made by WALC for a Chairman’s Box to be implemented. 

· The Annual Return has been returned with no adverse comments only a suggestion that cash payments should be avoided if possible.  Clerk to display a copy of Annual Return on the notice-boards for 14 days.  

· Donation requests have been received from Age UK Wiltshire and Greatwood.

· The Finance Committee received the Asset Register for 2010/11, the Lockeridge Gates will need to be added once we have received the costs from PAC.  Ownership of the gates with the PC should be brought to the attention of Jemima and the issue clarified to ensure consistency throughout the area. 
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