PC REPORTS for Monday 26th July 2010

REPORTS FROM OTHER BODIES

Kennet Valley Hall (RR)
Kennet Valley Hall Committee 26-5-2010

Major items from the business:

Current balance of funds £9527 (includes a grant of £100 and electricity and insurance bills to come)

!00th Anniversary of Girl Guides this autumn – local troop may use KVH if the price is right

Lighting and heating upgrade quotes of £1250 and £4000 (plus VAT) respectively – Grass Roots grant of up to £5000 to be applied for.

Bike Trail rotting timbers.  Track installed in 2004 – 15 year life guaranteed – A E Evans the installers now dealing with the matter.

Embroiderers Guild will launch their valley tapestry at a special weekend exhibition beginning 23rd July.

Social Events


Harvest Supper 6th November


Christmas Bingo 17th December

Next Meeting 27th July

Landscape Group (MS)

 There has been no meeting since the last PC meeting and nothing to report.
Kennet Valley School (JW)

This has been a busy summer term, with many school visits for pupils, and wonderful walks in our lovely local countryside. A few examples of this term are:

1. Drama Day in the West Woods was huge fun.

2. The Musical Evening showed off our pupils from reception to Yr 6.

3. Round the World Day went very well and included a fascinating day of Indian Workshops for all pupils

4. The Annual BBQ was a huge success; the school would like all residents to attend as well as the school community.

5. School Sports Day was fun as always.

6. A great play was put on my ‘The Leavers’ for the rest of the School about their experiences at KVS

7. As always there is a Leavers Service at one of the local Churches.

8. The Park and Stride at the Lockeridge Site has worked really well. It has shown that parents are more than happy to park at the pub and walk their children through the village (I have first hand experience as I’ve worked as a volunteer crossing guide for the last term, so any questions about it will happily be answered)
9. The main news is that we have got planning permission for our one site school. Sorting out has already started and from September all the children will be at the East Kennet Site, whilst work starts at Lockeridge. Teachers, Pupils and Parents are excited about all the advantages that a single site school will bring for the education of our pupils in this highly successful small rural school.

Marlborough Area Board  & MAVCAP(TB)

In terms of meetings, it's been a fairly active spell: MAVCAP held its AGM on 8 June and a routine meeting on 13 July.  The Area Board met on 22 June and Mary Spender and I also went to the Pewsey Area Board meeting on 5 July to get a sense for whether it felt different from the Marlborough Area Board.  MAVCAP slightly revised its constitution at the AGM, but nothing particularly significant.  It is working through the findings of the Dreams & Wishes consultation of young people, from which we now have information relating to our parishes.  MAVCAP is also looking at how it can encourage members of communities in the Marlborough Area to take more responsibility for their communities: no firm plans yet, more a theme.  It has also commissioned the (entirely separate) Marlborough Area Development Trust to prepare a first draft of a community plan for the Marlborough Area, which MAVCAP will then review.  There's also a discussion going on about how we can best use the (pretty meagre) funds available from Wiltshire to improve transport for young people in the area, possibly by making better use of the minibuses already owned by various organisations in the Marlborough area.  This links in part to a wider consideration of transport issues by the Area Board.  The Marlborough Area Board meeting was one of the more constructive that I have attended, with an interesting presentation on the future of the library service in Wiltshire, and a (less interesting) presentation on the consultation currently in hand about refuse disposal and recycling in the county.  My overall assessment of the Area Board and MAVCAP is that they are both still struggling to find their real roles, and the appropriate relationship between the two bodies.  This hasn't been helped by the absence for many months now of the dedicated co-ordinator, financed by Wiltshire, which the two bodies are supposed to share.  Wiltshire expects to have someone in post in the late autumn.  This is leading to some frustration: some of the members of the parish council will have seen the letter form Aldbourne Parish Council on the topic.  But my sense is that there's genuine potential in the arrangement if we can only unlock it.  Key to this will be encouraging more parishes to get involved in the work of these groups, including attending the meetings.  And on the subject of untapped potential, there is still more grant money available through the Area Board than there are applicants for it.  The visit to the Pewsey Board was instructive, not least because the different personalities there illustrated how much the working of these groups depends more on the people involved than on the structures within which they are working.
 

Avebury World Heritage Site Steering Group (SR)

Work on the under-grounding of cables at Overton Hill has now commenced.

AGENDA REPORTS

Planning (RR)

Please see attached Pre- planning advice draft document.

This report deals with the period April to July (inclusive) 2010.

Nine new proposals have been considered of a wide ranging nature from extension of a log store to complete demolition and rebuild of a dwelling.  All have been dealt with promptly and advice and/or comment passed to Wiltshire Council.  Major items included a) Rivermead House; b) Expansion of Lockeridge School site to accommodate single site location of Kennet Valley School; c) extension of planning permission for extension of Lockeridge House

The Parish Clerk, Chair of Planning and Ruth Scriven attended ‘Rough Guide to Planning’ at Marlborough Town Hall on the evening of 15th July; the event was most illuminating on other PC’s planning perspectives and understanding of their role.

Parish Councils were asked to respond to a consultation of the availability of suitable sites for Gypsy and traveller camps in their area. (What was requested was positive response on the availability of land that could accommodate 49 new pitches [a pitch being an area suitable to accommodate 2 caravans, 2 parking spaces, a storage shed and an amenity block for ‘services’]  and be within a straight line distance of 1km of a doctor, school and food shop.  Other aspects are the capacity of water and roads to accommodate such sites and the impact on local environment).   Responses to be made via electronic submission using a dedicated web site.  Response given for Fyfield and West Overton PC was on the lines of;
The Parish  fails on the 1 km access to a doctor (unless there is one living in the Parish), we are in an AONB and thus any such site would be of detrimental impact; the roads are unclassified and at times are already v busy.  There are no suitable sites in the Parish and none has been offered by local landowners
Conservation (JW)

The Parish Council is a member of this CPRE Group, so I went to its AGM.  Aside from the routine AGM business, quickly disposed of, there was a fascinating short talk by Colin Johns, formerly Head of Conservation at Wiltshire County Council.  In 15 minutes and 30 slides he took us through 130 years of building conservation history, from the first Ancient Monuments Act to current government policy, with a detour to France and Greece.  Fascinating stuff.  His key practical message to us was to make sure that in our local areas we have a framework plan which sets out what we value, against which we (and others) can then measure proposed new development - such as our village design statement. (TB)
Please see attached copy of talk by Colin Johns. (JW)

Parish Assets. (PB) 

1. KVH Bike Trail Equipment: The wood has rotted and needs replacing. Brian Rayment liased with the manufacturers and suppliers, who agreed to fit replacement wooden panels free of charge; alternatively, free fitting of a new, non-rotting material, but this is expensive.

As this is a safety issue, members of the PAC have been consulted by e-mail. They agreed that the first option would be preferable. The suppliers have been informed of the decision and we await their action.

2. 23rd July: PB and MS to discuss on-site with Jason Lewis (Smiths Gore solicitor) Michael Maud’s proposals for the new playing field at West Overton and the new housing development.

3. PB and JH met on 19thJuly to hand over files/paperwork relating to PAC.

4. Next PAC meeting to be arranged for after the summer break.

Village Amenities (TB)

No Report.

ROW (PB)

27/4 - Chris Sorenson, Forestry Commission, told me that timber harvesting in West Woods has been completed for the time being. The main tracks in West Woods, which had become deeply rutted by forestry tractors, have been levelled. Regarding the path for the disabled/wheelchair users, he is looking for an opportunity to repair it. (To be discussed at next VAC meeting).

27/4 - I reported the Esther Daly that the wooden gate at the Lockeridge Dene end of “Spud Lane” (WO b/w 20) was broken. She was not keen to replace it, although I pointed out that, as it joins a road, safety could be an issue. Later, in July, with her agreement, I lifted the gate from its hinges and parked it on the verge, as it was falling apart.

12/5 – I told the Forestry Commission that a section of fence had been broken down at the Audley Down end of W. Woods (b/w 24). It could have been caused by fallen branches. No response  yet.

31/5 – Request from a Lockeridge resident for footpath Fyfield 38 (church to A4) to be cleared of nettles. Esther Daly attended to this promptly.

Late June/early July – Main byway/bridleway from Lockeridge to W. Woods repaired by Brennans, under maintenance agreement with Chicken Farm.

June – I received an e-mail from Jacqui Taylor about vehicles parked on the Ridgeway, opposite the Sanctuary, for a long time. It appears, according to Wiltshire Council, that they are not parked on the proper Ridgeway path (there was a mistake when the definitive map was drawn). Needless to say, it would be a lengthy process to correct this. It is being looked into.

Footpath Fyfield 11 – still waiting for Jemima to report.

10/7 – Requested Esther to clear footpath behind Peacock (WO 20), leading to WO sports field.

16/7 – b/w WO19 (W.Woods over Boreham Down to Lockeridge/Boreham road and “Spud Lane” (WO b/w 20) both cleared of summer growth. By whom?

Traffic/Road Safety/Police (RS)

Since the AGM the Traffic Committee has met; the agenda included discussion of the Lockeridge Traffic Group and the proposal for RS as representative of the Traffic Committee to liase with the School, the LTG and naturally the PC.  This was welcomed by the School and the LTG.  The LTG has also had a meeting; future meetings of which are now to be held at the local Who'd A Thought It.  

There are no plans to take any further action regarding houses, which may have gardens on the highway.

A report was received from Sarah Watts; with metro count data, of the speed check carried out between 30th April and 7th May 2010 in Lockeridge.

 '20 Is Plenty' signs for villager’s wheelie bins are being progressed.   

Emergency Response (JJ)

CEV meeting to be arranged for next month for team and walkie talkie update.
 
Jo J to attend a CEV training evening in September at County Hall.
 
Possible Team Exercise (TBA) 
The annual parish/town emergency planning exercises have been scheduled for the evenings of Thursday 7th and 14th October 2010.  The exercises will begin as usual at 19:30 and end at 21:00 and will consist of a series of envelopes containing a developing scenario that need to be opened at specified times. The envelopes will also contain a series of questions for you to consider in response to the issues presented. Answers can then be phoned through to members of the emergency planning team.

Communications (MS)

Final newsletter draft attached.  Being printed at this moment (in tasteful turquoise)! We will need to organise delivery, as last year.
We need a volunteer to take over this post from me - current job description attached.  If people are reluctant to write copy for the UKN every month, I suggest we might consider a series of short articles, along the lines of the job packs perhaps, by different PC's for the months when there is no PC meeting.  Or we can just submit copy every other month, a simple summary of the PC Minutes. Or we can decide each meeting what subject is topical and should be written about. Any other ideas??

Please see attached Communications Job Pack.

Please see attached Newsletter. 

Finance (RFO)

The accounts for the year to date:

 

Balance carried forward from last year: 


£5510.52

Total receipts for the year to 26 July 2010 :


 £9552.44

Total payments for year to 26 July 2010 :


£3628.52


The available (cash book) balance at 26 July 2010 :
£11434.44

Cheques signed on 15 June 2010:

 817
Timberline – balance for picnic benches

£355.15

 

Sign Cheques: cheques and invoices to be approved & signed.

   

818
KVH Hall Hire Apr & May



£36.00

819
Manor Farm Grass May & June


£56.40

820
Sophie Roberts (Salary)


  
£641.51

821
Sophie Roberts (expenses)



£56.95

822
Mary Spender (Newsletter)



£80.00

823
UKN (Donation)




£100.00

TOTAL






£970.86
 

The figures are as expected at this stage in the Financial Year.

 The Finance Committee have not met since the last PC Meeting, they are due to meet again in September to discuss the cashflow.

· The Risk Assessment will be reviewed for 2010/11 at the next meeting in the light of recent WALC advice. 

· The Annual Return has been submitted to the External Auditors and the notification for accounts available for viewing is now displayed on all the Parish notice-boards.

· Michael Maude has agreed to do the Internal Audit for 2010/11 but no more after that.

· We have been awarded a Community Cleansing Grant of £350, it has not yet been transferred to our account.  We have been advised this may be the last year of the grant. 

· We have received a quotation from Playground Services for replacement of the Play Surfaces (with a different/cheaper type) in all of our Play Areas, the overall savings are insignificant. 

· A donation request has been received from St Johns Ambulance.

· Financial Regulations, Financial Controls and Financial Timetable to be reviewed at the next Finance Meeting.

· The Finance Committee should receive the Asset Register for 2010/11 from the PAC in time for the September meeting.  
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