PC REPORTS for Monday 29th March 2010

REPORTS FROM OTHER BODIES

Kennet Valley Hall 
No report.

Landscape Group (MS)

We have received a booklet "Equestrian Guidance" by Natural England/SW Protected Landscapes.  I have forwarded to Sophie and we may wish to include in our planning packs or publicise in the UKN: it discusses various problems associated with owning horses in an AONB.
At our Feb meeting, we decided to gather quotes for our Landscape Document, edit the text, and prepare photos.
 

Kennet Valley School (JW)

Monthly open evenings have continued to be run by the School Governors to keep the community up to date with what is happening with the Development of the School on one site. 
A new Travel Plan is being devised with the help of the ‘Safe Journey’s to School’ group at Wiltshire Council. 
Yr 6 went on a very successful residential say in the Isle of Wight in January 
The pupils have continued to be involved with other Primary Schools in the area both cultural and sporting. 
Marlborough Area Board (SR)

MAB  SR and JW attended the last MAB on February 8th at St John's School.  There were various presentations and consideration of requests for funding, including ours for the picnic bench replacement.  SR spoke briefly to say what we wanted and why and the funding we requested was approved.
 MAVCAP (TB)

There was a meeting on 16th March to which, unfortunately, I was not able to go.   On the agenda were: respond to Community Speed Watch; a presentation of the Dreams & Wishes survey; youth involvement; youth: cinema at St Johns School or the Marlborough Town Hall; submission of grant requests from Ramsbury, and accounts, plans & budgets.  I will circulate minutes once I have them. 
 

AGENDA REPORTS

Planning (Clerk)

The Planning Committee have met twice since the last PC Meeting with Anstice as acting Chairman.

Two applications were looked at, one of which was a revised plan, neither application was objected to.   

The Overton Hill TRS– Enforcement to take action regarding roller shutter door and portaloo but cannot take action regarding kitchen without proof that it wasn’t there previously.  Enforcement in contact with Telereal to try and obtain proof.

Mobile Home, South Farm, West Overton – Enforcement have confirmed it is occupied and have written asking for further details.


Tree Report (JW)

1. TPOs now placed on all healthy trees in the West Overton Road Avenue, Lockeridge.

2. No response as yet from Steve Russell about grants for replacement trees if any of the Chestnuts need to be felled.

Parish Assets. (JH) 


Play Areas 

The two picnic benches at the WO sports field have deteriorated beyond repair, MAB funding towards the cost of the benches has been secured, this needs to be spent within the next three months so an order for the replacement benches is about to be placed.  It is proposed to place one bence in the sports field and one at the Knights Close play area site. 

The Assets committee are keeping in touch with the Kennet Valley Hall Committee over the state of the equipment at that site, the KVH own the equipment and the PC pay for the insurance and the maintenance. Recent inspections have highlighted that there is some rotting of the logs and surface ramps on the BMX trail which will need to be addressed. 

A meeting was held on 9th March with Michael Maude regarding his proposals for the development of the WO playing field site, a note of what was discussed at the meeting is being prepared separate to this report. Mr Maude has requested a private meeting with the PC with his planning advisor to discuss his proposals. 

Village Seats 

There are no problems with any of the PC owned village seats within the parish 

Bus Shelters 

The Lockeridge bus shelter roof has now been repaired and the proposed repair to the WO bus shelter roof has been put on hold for now as the cracked tile is not causing any problems at the moment.

Grass Cutting 

A major expense for the PC is grass-cutting, we have several cuts each year from a Wiltshire Council contractor, the contract for this service is now up for renewal. It will be £832 + VAT, which is an increase of 3% on the 2009-2010 price. In the past we have always found that other contractors are considerably more expensive so we are proposing to use the Wiltshire Council contractor again this year. 

Assets Register 

The 10/11 Assets Register has now been agreed with an evaluation of £43K. 

Village Amenities (TB)

The committee has not met since the last Parish Council meeting.  But we have 

- replied to Wilsthire Council's request about gritting bins confirming that we would like the existing bins in the villages to remain (one on the A4 at Fyfield (GR 147687), one at the top of Ivy Lane in Lockeridge (GR 150675) and one on the A4 at the Bell Inn, West Overton (GR 128683)), and asking for additional bins in Lockeridge at the village green/play area junction (GR 147674), and at the bottom of the hill (GR 147682) up towards the A4 from Lockeridge House

- pressed Wiltshire Council to resist BT's proposals to remove the phone service from the kiosk in West Overton

- asked Wiltshire Council to put back up the bus stop sign at the Bell Inn in West Overton, and

- replied to a consultation by Wiltshire Council about proposed improvements to the bus stopping area at Priest Acre in Fyfield.

Traffic/Road Safety/Police (JW)

1. Sarah Watts our new Police Community Officer has been very involved in Traffic Issues in Lockeridge, especially related to the School, and is very keen to become involved in the Local Community. She has been holding surgeries at Avebury Shop and Lockeridge School Open Evenings.

2. Sarah has trained on the Laser Speed Gun, and has already stopped a number of residents speeding through Lockeridge. She has also talked to people about parking with more care and attention in the villages

3. Peter Hanson has informed us the surface of Ivy Lane in Lockeridge is back on the list of things to do. Soon we hope.

4. PH contacted all households along the West Overton Road who have hedges impinging upon the Highways Land. This will make the paths and banks easier to traverse on the way to the Kennet Valley Hall.

5. PH has also contacted us about houses in Lockeridge which have occupied, with gardens etc, land which belongs to the Highways. This is a contentious issue and has not been pursued. This came to light following a discussion about safe ways, including new paths, of children moving around the village (especially to the swings and to the school)

6. The bridge in Lockeridge has had its final coat of paint, and looks very smart

7. I filled in the neighbourhood police team survey

8. I responded to the Wiltshire Traffic Strategy by stating our concern about Traffic Speed on the A4 and through Lockeridge. They were noted both issues, but with no recent fatalities we probably don’t have much power to be heard.

9. I have been contacted by Richard Rogers of Speed Watch, and a survey will be done on speed from traffic entering from the south (Alton Barnes).

10. Horse Watch has contacted us, but nothing has happened in our Parish.

11. I have made some laminated ’20 is plenty’ A4 posters to attach to the black bins. I will ask for a donation towards the cost of printing and laminating. They are very effective. How should we market them?

Emergency Response (JH)

No specific incidents were reported by Wiltshire Council for our area during the spell of very cold weather in January/February. The CEV was kept updated by Wiltshire Council of all forecast severe weather, this information was passed on the all PC members who kept an eye on events. Copies of the Fyfield and West Overton Parish Council Emergency Response Plan have been registered with the Wiltshire Council Emergency Response Unit and hard copies have been deposited at KVH, West Overton and Fyfield churches and Kennett Valley School. . The Emergency Response Plan will be updated next month ahead of the May PC meeting where it will need to be endorsed again. All four sets of two way radios have now been purchased for use in an emergency by the Emergency Response Team. A mapping exercise is about to be carried out in order to determine the best location for a communications base. 

Communications (MS)

Please see attached UKN Report.

Finance (RFO)

The bank balances at 2 March 2010:

Current Account:





£3090.34

Deposit Account:





£ 3207.08









£6297.42

The accounts for the year to 22nd March 2010:

 

Balance carried forward from last year: 


£6240.94

Total receipts for the year to 22 March 2010 :

 £10172.90

Total payments for year to 22 March 2010 :


£10853.44


The available (cash book) balance at 22 March 2010 :
£5560.40

Cheques signed on 12 March 2010:

 801
P Bowen – repairs to Lockeridge Bus Shelter
£230.00

 

Sign Cheques: cheques and invoices to be approved & signed.

   

802
KVH Hall Hire Jan




£12.00

803
Sophie Roberts (Salary)



£618.37

804
Sophie Roberts (expenses)


  
£62.65

805
CPRE






£29.00

806
ARK






£15.00

 

TOTAL






£737.02
 

Hopefully the above figures will alter little between now and April, and will soon become “actuals”. 

 The Finance Committee have not met since the last PC Meeting due to illness but the RFO and Finance Chairman held an informal meeting on the morning of Wednesday 24th March:

· We reviewed the budget and could foresee no major issues.  The Carried Forward figure (see available balance figure above in bold) should be comfortably in excess of that assumed in the draft budget we agreed in November (£4000). The grass cutting may be subject to change, and we may wish to alter the donations figure and also to make a small provision for the CEV.  We thought that the budget could be formally adopted at the AGM once the Finance Committee has formally met.

· The Risk Assessment was also reviewed and has been updated.  The village benches and Fyfield Bus Shelter have not been checked since March last year, this will need to be done soon. 

· WALC confirmed it is acceptable to put an insurance figure for the Play Surfaces based on the type of surface we would like to replace with rather than like for like, this should hopefully reduce the premium slightly, PAC will need to investigate further. 
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