FYFIELD AND WEST OVERTON PARISH COUNCIL

PLANNING MEETING: 5 - 06/07

Minutes of the Fyfield and West Overton Planning Committee meeting held on the 10 Aug 06 at 7.00 pm in the Kennet Valley Hall committee room

Present: Mrs M Spender (Chm), Mr B Rayment,  Mr P Oliver,  Mr M Waite, Mr P Burrowbridge

Apologies:  Mrs L Roberts, Mrs A Baring,  Mrs J Hartshorn, Dr S Rogers, Mrs L Backhouse,  Mr M Maude, Mrs J Woodget

In attendance: Mrs S Stedman (Clerk), and 2 members of the public

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:  had been circulated and were approved and signed

MATTERS ARISING:


· Old Barn Rhyles Lane –  MS has spoken to the owner Mr Regan, the girders acting as gate posts will be cut down to the level of the gate as promised, and the brick pillars lowered. Hedging  has not been planted on the northern boundary, PB will check views from across the valley, the boundary can be seen from back gardens from some properties on Lock High Street, but not from local roads or R of W.  It was decided to leave it and see what the effect is from other vantage points, before broaching the subject again.









Action PB
· Satellite Dishes -  Lockeridge School, to be progressed in September.




Action PB
· Horses Crossing Notice – Clerk is progressing enquiries with WCC Highways.


Action Clerk

· Query to KDC re change of use of garden to grazing.  MS contacted the Planning department and Miis Salisbury said she would do some research regarding policy, but felt that Health and Safety matters might be relevant.  She will let us know.

CORRESPONDENCE:  

  GENERAL

71 - Copy Let of objection to application K/54752/F sent to KDC –  see Mins of previous meeting.

82 - Email: Revised Local Development Scheme – re adoption of revisions by KDC and acceptance of existing Local Plan as part of the Scheme until after 2007 see Kennet website http://www.kennet.gov.uk/LDF/index.htm?OpenPage - MS will keep the details.
83 - Email: MS to LB & MM re rural exception sites – policy and procedure – MS had spoken to the Local Plan Dept (Louisa Down):
· HC28 refers to the target of affordable Housing being met "through the application of an exceptions policy in rural areas"

· HC33 defines this for our villages in Table 5 (NB KDC has acknowledged that West Overton no longer possesses the criteria to be in Table 4) as having to be "in the existing built up area" of the village  -  not, as before, "in or on the edge of" as for Table 4. 

· Since the Local Plan, the Wilts Structure Plan has come into force, also stressing Sustainability, so that the Planners feel more than ever that they must follow its guidance and consider very carefully any proposed siting of such housing  - looking for walking access to school, bus stop, etc. 

· Given that we find a site that we feel conforms to the above criteria, they would expect the Development Control Planners to consider it seriously.

MS discussed the above with Ted Howles (Planning Chief at KDC), he agreed that we should indeed continue to feel free to propose sites.  The Planners would then consider them, both on "policy" grounds, as above, and on basic planning grounds, landscape affect, road access etc.  He preferred that we continue to initiate such proposals, not await their ideas, which MS and the committee agreed. Regarding "piggybacking" (ie allowing private housing to be built as part of the bargain of providing land for social housing).  Mr Howles confirmed that this is still unacceptable to them.

 It was also noted by the meeting that the Report by the Rural Housing Commission suggested that applying a "no-build" policy in "unsustainable" villages (our Table 5) in fact worsened the unsustainability  - as the resultant rising house prices started to price out those who service communities, from teachers to gardeners, and current (sustainable) family networks began to be lost.


CONSENT


89 - K/54571/F consent for 2 storey side and single storey rear extensions at  3 New Houses, forge Lane WO


REFUSAL

90 - K/54563/F refusal for 2 storey/single storey side, rear and front extension at 5 Rhyls Cottages Lockeridge by reason of its size and excessive rear projection close to the boundary having overbearing impact to the detriment of the neighbour’s residential amenity.


FUTURE APPLICATION

92 - K/54917/TR2 felling of beech tree and pruning of hornbeams at the Haven, 51 Lockeridge – BR to view to see if it can be done under delegated powers and to let Clerk know.                                                                                                                   Action BR
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None

APPLICATIONS

1.  K/54812/F for:
single storey extension, at: 1 Forge Lane, WO.  PO visited, height and bulk of existing rear extension will stay the same except it will be slightly wider through the link section and there will be larger window areas.  Materials are to match and there will be no impact on the neighbours.  There were no objections or comments.



2.  K/54903/F for:
Summer House at: Yardacre, Lockeridge.  BR visited the summer house of cedar in a standard design to be placed in the NE corner of the rear garden.  He could see no problems.  The were no objections or comments.



AOB:

· PO said he had found some goal posts and nets for £100 on the internet and proposed they be purchased for the FF play area.  This was agreed.
Meeting closed at 7.55 pm

