FYFIELD AND WEST OVERTON PARISH COUNCIL

PLANNING MEETING: 2 - 2010/11

Minutes of the Planning meeting held on 4th May 2010 in the Kennet Valley Hall at 7.00 pm

Present:  Mr T Butler (Acting Chm), Mrs M Spender, Mr R Richards, Mr P Burrowbridge, Mrs R Scriven, Mrs L Backhouse, Mrs A Baring, Mrs J Janes, Mr J Harding.
Apologies:  Dr S Rogers & Mrs J Woodget

In attendance: Sophie Roberts (Clerk) and approximately 30 members of the public. 
Cllr Tim Butler welcomed the members of the public to the meeting and gave a brief explanation of the Planning Process and the procedures for the meeting.  

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:  were circulated, approved and signed.

MATTERS ARISING: 

· The Chestnut trees on Overton Road are suffering from Bleeding Canker, which may or may not be terminal.  Local residents have been asked to keep an eye on them.  WC (Simon Turner) can give advice.  We are awaiting confirmation of the full TPO.  The possibility of a grant for the replacement of trees is still being investigated.

 Action JW
· Village Design Statement – No further correspondence has been received, Clerk to put on agenda for AGM.  Action Clerk  
· Equestrian Guidance – It was agreed that the few copies we have received to be passed to AB for distribution.  Action Clerk & AB
CORRESPONDENCE: 

CONSENTS: 

· E/10/0088/FUL – For erection of a two storey side extension, single storey rear extension at 30 Bath Road, Fyfield, SN8 1PX.   
· E10/0338/FUL - For rear extension, new porch & demolish garages at Bell Hotel, Bath Road, West Overton, SN8 1QD.  
 GENERAL:

· ML 27 Email from Michael Maude requesting a viewing of the plans for The Bell Hotel – Clerk arranged for next day.   

· ML 29 Email to Simon Turner from JW asking if anyone else can assist with obtaining grants for replacement trees on Overton Road. 
· ML 30 Email to Steve Russell, again asking about grants available for replacement trees on Overton Road.

· ML 55 Email to JW from the Amenity and Countryside Group describing grants available, sending out an application pack.
· ML 56  Letter re Planning application for KV School requesting consideration of various points.

· ML 61  Email re Planning application for KV School with concerns over the thickness of the hedge adjoining their property and the School.

· WC Website  Letter re Planning Application for KV School objecting on the grounds of design and possible numbers of children after 2015 (traffic).

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr J Janes & Cllr R Richards declared a non prejudicial interest in the application for Kennet Valley CE Aided Primary School – E/10/0452/FUL and Cllr P Burrowbridge declared a prejudicial interest in the same application.    

APPLICATIONS:

1. E/10/0433/FUL for: Proposed detached double garage, parking and turning area, boundary wall and entrance gates at 89 Bath Road, West Overton, SN8 1QD.  RS presented, the council agreed unanimously to no objection with the following comments:

Materials to match as closely as possible to original, particularly baring in mind this is a Ponting designed house.
Particular care should be given to the position and direction of any exterior lighting on the garage given it's location immediately next to the A4.

2. E/10/0452/FUL for: Removal of existing prefabricated outbuilding.  Erection of a new single storey extension (with related alterations) incorporating classrooms and ancillary accommodation at Kennet Valley CE Aided Primary School, Lockeridge, SN8 4EL.  MS presented the plans in some detail.  Cllr Paul Burrowbridge left the meeting.  Members of the public were then invited to make comments.  Comments were made for a period of approximately 30 minutes regarding various issues covering the benefits the extended school might bring and concerns over traffic and parking, capacity, design, trees, neighbouring boundaries and lighting.  The architect and the Head Teacher clarified points relating to design and capacity.  The Council took some time to reach its decision, taking into consideration all the various relevant points.  The Council agreed unanimously to no objection with the following comments:   

It is clear that expanding the school in the way contemplated by this application will bring with it significant parking and traffic flow challenges, and this is a real concern for parts of the local community.  The Parish Council considers it essential that there be produced, at as early a stage as possible, an imaginative, realistic and robust travel plan which addresses these issues and that the local community should be actively involved, alongside the school, both in formulating the plan and then in monitoring it and, if needed, adjusting it.
 
In terms of preserving or enhancing the character of the village, the new extension needs to do more to echo (without imitating) the Ponting elements of the original building, particularly the doors and windows and particularly on the East elevation, which is in practice the most visible.  Greater use of decorative brickwork might also be used as an allusion to the Ponting features of the rest of the school and of other houses in the village.
 
We noted that the application plan showing the East elevation did not clearly show the outline of the east elevation of the nursery, such that at a glance the visual impact was not entirely apparent from the plan, something which could perhaps be remedied should revised plans be produced.
 
We assume that the lime trees at the front, which are a well loved and prominent feature of the street-scene will remain after the development and will be fully protected during it.  The Scots pines adjacent to the school site should be equally protected.
 
Given the increased footprint of the building and the fact that it would be nearer to the boundaries of the site, the landscaping conditions should include provisions to help safeguard the privacy of neighbours.
 
Steps should be taken to ensure that light spillage from any external or security lighting, and from roof lights, is minimised.
OUTSTANDING ISSUES:

E/10/0356/FUL for: Extension to garden log store at 49 Lockeridge, SN8 4EL. (This application was dealt with under Delegated Powers).

Overton Hill TRS, West Overton SN8 4ER – Enforcement to take action regarding roller shutter door and portaloo but cannot take action regarding kitchen without proof that it wasn’t there previously.  Enforcement in contact with Telereal to try and obtain proof and M Maude written advising not there when he viewed the property – awaiting further progress.  Clerk to write to WC expressing disappointment that this issue has not yet reached a satisfactory conclusion.
Action Clerk

Mobile Home, South Farm, west Overton – Enforcement have confirmed it is occupied and have written asking for further details – await response.  It has also now appeared on the Electoral Register.


Action Clerk
AOB: 

A request was made for Job packs to be circulated by email prior to the AGM.

Action Clerk

Meeting closed at 9.15 pm
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