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A year ago our churches went into full lockdown - no prayer, no open 
doors, no Eucharist; the doors locked, barred and bolted and even priests 
forbidden to enter.  But prayers continued, worship moved online, and 
now, a year later, despite the restrictions still in place we ARE able to sit 
and eat with family, gather together with others and celebrate the Hope 
and Joy of Easter.  And there is a need deep within us for the flickering 
light at the end of the Pandemic Tunnel to be fanned into a flame of hope 
and love. We have all made sacrifices, lost loved ones, and felt a range of 
emotions.  We still have a mountain to climb and a new way of life to 
forge, for we are beginning to take stock of what went before and wonder 
what might be better ahead in the future.  So we need to refresh and feel 
alive - and that is Easter. 
 
I have found music a great source of strength and recently I shared on a 
Zoom service Stuart Townend’s wonderfully joyful song ‘Vagabonds’.  
For too long the church has been seen as a place of exclusivity: belonging 
being possible only if you fill the bill, make the grade or are in the mould 
of everyone else. Priests are not exempt from this - either perpetuating it 
or being themselves the ones who break the mould.  NOTHING could be 
further from the truth of the news that Jesus brought to the world. 
NOTHING.  Jesus’ message was one of hope, welcome and joy – he 
spent most of his time outside the walls of the temple, challenging the 
status quo, meeting those who were shunned, healing the sick, and 
encouraging people of all kinds to look beyond the narrowness of a God 
in a box.  He told the stories of the Samaritan, the Leper and the Feast of 
the King - this last being the one where those invited made excuses and 
didn’t turn up, so the steward was dispatched to bring in the people off 
the street - whoever they were. 
 
This Easter on the road out of lockdown and pandemic, with the scars and 
the wounds we carry still raw and painful, I want to invite you to join me 
as I dance into your homes with these words (wearing a face mask, of 
course) shouting and singing COME – come to the Feast, come as you 
are, come not because you must but because you may, not because you 
are good but because you are loved.  Just COME. 
 
Or as Stuart Townend puts it:- 
(and you can hear it for yourselves here  https://youtu.be/fdner5jnA34) 
 
Come, all you vagabonds, come all you ‘don’t belongs’, 
Winners and losers, come, people like me. 
Come all you travellers tired from the journey, 
Come wait a while, stay a while, welcomed you’ll be. 
 
Come all you questioners looking for answers, 
And searching for reasons and sense in it all; 
Come all you fallen, and come all you broken, 
Find strength for your body and food for your soul. 
 
Come to the feast, there is room at the table. 
Come let us meet in this place.  
With the King of all kindness who welcomes us in,  
With the wonder of love, and the power of grace. 
The wonder of the love, and the power of grace. 

View from the Rectory 

 

Kennet Valley Lottery Club 

draw winners   
£100 Number 36   Simon Jones 
£75   Number 49   S. A. Radford 
£50   Number 03   Phil Davies 

(Some winners prefer that their names were not 
published, in which case we just state the winning 
numbers 

If you would like to join the lottery, ring  
David Snape on 01672 861267 or email: 

davidwsnape@aol.com 
Another way to support our churches at West 

Overton, Fyfield and East Kennett  

“A brief respite from everyday pressures – 
a time of peace, calm and silent reflection.” 

 

MEDITATION (TAIZÉ) Service 
 

Every fortnight on a Wednesday evening at East 
Kennett Church from 7.00 to 7.25pm:  a chance 
to just sit quietly and relax and enjoy the silence 
and the peace by candlelight, with a background 
of occasional singing and some words of wisdom. 

 
Future dates for your diary: 

Wednesday 31st March, Wednesday 14th April & 
Wednesday 28th April. 

Published by Fyfield, West 
Overton and East Kennett  
Parochial Church Council for 
the Upper Kennet Benefice 

 
April 2021 

 

Under The Beech Tree 
A Space to 

Breathe  

This will resume 
after Easter, Covid 

restrictions 
permitting. 

100 Club 
Draw Results for March 

(some winners prefer that their names are not 
published) 

If you would like to join the lottery ring Richard 
Nutt on 01672539611 or email 

richard@184systems.com 

Your way to help support the churches of 
Winterbourne Monkton and Berwick Bassett 

Lottery is licensed by Wiltshire Council 

1st £48.00 32 Brian Sterry 
2nd £36.00 27 Sandra Elliot 
3rd £24.00 60 Penny Gold 
4th £12.00 14 Jim & Jill Durnford 

https://youtu.be/fdner5jnA34
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UPPER KENNET CHURCHES SERVICES 

In support of St James’ Church, 
Avebury and Brighter Futures, 

Swindon 
 

Marlborough Artists  

Spring Pop Up Shop 
 

Affordable Art 
Original paintings, prints, ceramics, cards 

and gifts. 
Avebury Social Centre, Saturday April 17th 

and Sunday 18th 10am – 5pm 
Masks required and social distancing measures apply 

Talking Tuesdays 
@ The Rectory 

Avebury  
 

This will resume at the end of May  

- restrictions permitting 

Thursday 1 April - White  
Maundy Thursday 
John 13.1-17,31b-35 
 
Friday 2 April – Red 
Good Friday 
Isaiah 52.13-end of 53 
John 18.1-end of 19 
 
Sunday 4 April - Gold or White 
Easter Day 
Acts 10.34-43 
John 20.1-18 
 
Sunday 11 April – White 
Easter 2 
Acts 4.32-35 
John 20.19-end 
 

Sunday 18 April – White 
Easter 3 
Acts 3.12-19 
Luke 4.36b-48 
 
Sunday 25 April – White 
Easter 4 
Acts 4.5-12 
John 10.11-18 
 
Sunday 2 May – White 
Easter 5 
Acts 8.26-end 
John 15.1-8 

Readings 

  
  
  

St Nicholas 
FYFIELD 

  

St Michael & 
All Angels 

WEST 
OVERTON 

Christ 
Church 
EAST 

KENNETT 

St James 
AVEBURY 

St Mary 
Magdalene 

WINTERBOURNE 
MONKTON 

St Katherine & 
St Peter 

WINTERBOURNE 
BASSETT 

St Peter ad 
Vincula 
BROAD 
HINTON 

Thursday 1 
April 

Maundy 
Thursday 

7 pm - HOLY COMMUNION & STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR SERVICE - BROAD HINTON 
  

5 pm - ZOOM - Online Service of Evening Prayer for Maundy Thursday 

Friday 2 
April 

Good Friday 

10 am - BROAD HINTON - MATINS 
10 am - 1 pm - WINTERBOURNE BASSETT - REFLECTIVE MUSIC FOR GOOD FRIDAY (drop-in) 

2 pm – 3.30 pm - AVEBURY - WALK OF WITNESS 
6 pm - EAST KENNETT - COMPLINE 

  
4 April 

Easter Day 

8.30 am 
Prayer Book 
Communion 

  

10 am 
Holy 

Communion 
  

  

6.30 am 
Dawn 

Service 
  

10.30 am 
Easter Service 

  

11 am 
Easter Service 

  

9.45 am 
Holy 

Communion 
  

11 am - ZOOM - Online Service of Morning Prayer for Easter 

Wednesday  
7 April 

      (no service)       

11 April 
Easter 2 

9.45 AM - BENEFICE SERVICE - COMMUNION - WINTERBOURNE MONKTON 
  

11am - ZOOM - Online Service of Morning Prayer 

Wednesday  
14 April 

    

7 pm 
Meditation 

Service 
(Taizé) 

10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 
      

18 April 
Easter 3 

9.45 AM - BENEFICE SERVICE - COMMUNION - WEST OVERTON 
  

11 am - ZOOM - Online Service of Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 
21April 

      
10.30 am 

Celtic 
Communion 

      

25 April 
Easter 4 

8 AM - HOLY COMMUNION - EAST KENNETT 
9.45 AM - BENEFICE SERVICE - COMMUNION - AVEBURY 

  
11 am - ZOOM - Online Service of Morning Prayer 

Wednesday  
28 April 

    

7 pm 
Meditation 

Service 
(Taizé) 

10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 
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Upper Kennet Churches  
The Way of the Cross 

Walk of Witness 2pm Avebury  
Due to Covid restrictions on processions it will not 
be possible to undertake our usual walk of witness 
together. The following arrangements will enable 
anyone who wishes to take part to do so safely from 
their homes/gardens, or in the church or churchyard. 
 
2 pm  Rawlin’s Park - Prayers and reading  

The cross will be taken to the Old Chapel 
Quiet Garden  

2.20pm The Old Chapel Quiet Garden – reading 
and prayers 
The cross is taken down the High Street 
to the Churchyard  

2.35pm  Churchyard - Reading and prayers  
The cross is taken into Church where 
the service continues 

3pm  Music and Meditation until 3.30pm  
 

You are welcome to join us at the  

various station points. 

please keep to social distancing regulations.  

Annual Parochial Church Meetings  
 

All villagers are warmly invited to attend your 
church’s Annual Parochial Church Meeting. 
These will be held by Zoom as we cannot see things 
changing significantly enough to enable us to meet 
safely in person and to do so would exclude a number 
of people shielding or clinically extremely vulnerable. 
The meetings will begin promptly and you will be able 
to log in from 10 minutes before the start time.   
Please email the Rector for a Zoom link password – 
revmariashepherdson@outlook.com 
 

Winterbourne Bassett  – Monday 18th April, 7.00pm 

West Overton, Fyfield and East Kennett 

    - Wednesday 21st April, 7.30pm 

Avebury    – Monday 26th April, 7.00pm 

Winterbourne Monkton - Tuesday 27th April, 7.00pm 

Broad Hinton   – Wednesday 28th April, 7.30pm 
 

At the APCM we will be reviewing 2020, this extraordinary 
year, and looking ahead towards what the future may hold, 
including our Annual Report and Financial Accounts. If you 
are on the Electoral Roll of the church local to you, or if you 
are a resident in the parish and would like to attend to vote 
for your churchwardens, then please email the Rector for a 
Zoom link password.  
For copies of the paperwork please contact the relevant PCC 
secretary as listed in this magazine. 

Upper Kennet Churches  
Easter Dawn Service 6.30 am  

 
The service will be streamed 

live on Zoom 
from the Rectory Outdoor 

‘Chapel’ in Avebury 
Please contact Rev Maria 
Shepherdson for a link or 

information about the service  
revmariasheperdson@outlook.com  

01672 539643 

Palm Sunday, Holy Week  
and Easter Services 

 

28 March - Palm Sunday  
10.30 am  Broad Hinton - Palm Sunday Benefice 
Service  
 
1 April - Maundy Thursday  
7 pm Broad Hinton - Holy Communion & 

Stripping of the Altar service  
 
2 April - Good Friday 
10 am  Broad Hinton - Matins   
10 am-1pm  Winterbourne Bassett  

  Reflective Music for Good Friday  
  (drop-in) 

2 pm-3.30 pm Avebury - Walk of Witness   
6 pm     East Kennett - Compline   
 
12 April - Easter Day 
6.30 am  Avebury - Dawn Service 
8.30 am  Fyfield - Prayer Book  

Holy Communion Service  
9.45 am  Broad Hinton 

Easter Holy Communion Service  
10 am West Overton 

Easter Holy Communion 
Service 

10.30 am Winterbourne Monkton  
Easter Service 

11 am  Winterbourne Bassett 
Easter Service  

mailto:revmariashepherdson@outlook.com
mailto:revmariasheperdson@outlook.com
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WINTERBOURNE 
MONKTON VILLAGE 

PLANT STALL ....COMING 
SOON! 

 

Please save your 
surplus seedlings, 
divided plants and 
spare fruit/veg and 
support the Village 
Plant Stall which 
will be opening in 
May outside the 

New Inn. 

DONATIONS WILL BE FOR 

THE TRUSSELL TRUST 

FOOD BANK AND THE 

CHURCH 

AVEBURY SOCIAL CENTRE  
 
It appears that at present we will not be able to reopen the Social 
Centre – apart from for the use on election day on Thursday May 6th 
– until after May 27th at the earliest.  This is very trying for the 
committee as we are keen to resume the use of the Hall and thus an 
income stream. We were most grateful to the Paradise family for 
their donation as a thank you for the use of the wheelchair, which is 
now back in place.  Meanwhile the Committee is considering the 
costs involved in refurbishing the Porch.   
Please note that I unfortunately put an incorrect email address last 
month for the Social centre: the correct one is: 
aveburysocialcentre@gmail.com  
The Committee is due to meet again in April please contact either 
myself or the Chairman if you have any matters you wish to raise for 
discussion. 

Judith Farthing Secretary   

News from the Tower 
When the bells can be rung again, there will be thousands 

of happy ringers, not least because, hopefully, the pandemic 
will be over and we can get back to a more normal life. 
Some will have forgotten the methods and will have to 
spend time studying them again, it will be almost like 
starting from scratch again. 

In the past bells were rung a lot more frequently than they 
are today, for religious and secular purposes. Before clocks 
and watches were common, there were Harvest and Seeding 
bells  to call labourers to work, an Oven bell gave notice 
that the  Lord of the manor’s oven was ready for baking the 
tenant’s bread, the Market bell was a signal that selling 
could begin, the Sermon bell, (pre-reformation),  told when 
the sermon was about to be preached. Then there was the 
passing bell when the bell was rung once for every year of a 
man’s life plus 9 and plus 7 for a woman.  The tradition 
varied in different areas and eras. 

Many people today think that hearing the church bells 
ringing means there’s been a wedding, others, of course, 
associate them with services. Service ringing is the most 
important thing for a ringer to take part in. Hopefully, it 
won’t be too long before that can happen. 
 

   Mary Davidge   
Belfry Correspondent.  Tel: 01672 513819        

Avebury Community Shop 

Shop Phone Number:   
01672 539200  

 
Revised Opening Hours  

10am–4pm every day 
 
Easter Opening 
We will be open 10am-4pm over the Easter period as normal. 
 

Meet the Team 
Chris is our Treasurer and was part of the original team who set up 
the shop, very much involved in the formation, fund-raising and 
setting of the financial parameters. After thirty-five years in business 

(and living in the village for the same length 
of time) Chris felt that the village would be 
very much worse off without a replacement 
to its predecessor and wanted to offer some 
of his experience to the set-up and 
management of the shop. His ongoing role is 
to oversee all financial matters and keep the 
shop on a sound business footing.  
Regular tasks include reviewing monthly 
figures to ensure that the shop trades to meet 
its financial objectives, monitoring all the 
margins and the expenses, such as wages, 
utilities, insurance and credit card charges, all 
of which require contracted supply and 

regular review.  
Random tasks come up often, this month a change to our insurance 
policy was needed and of course it was the annual stock take which 
provides the opportunity to check that things are on track. So maybe a 
less visible volunteer, but a necessary one nevertheless! So, when you 
next see a man reading the electricity meter or removing rubbish from 
the shop garden, it’s probably Chris! 
  

Call and Collect Service 
We provide a call and collect service for people who don’t want to go 
into the shop or are unable to go into the shop.   Please call us on 
01672 539200 to place your order, we will then contact you for 
payment and have your shopping ready to collect from the door, or 
we can load it into your car. 
 

Extension of Free Delivery Service 
Avebury Community shop will be providing a FREE delivery service 
of food and other essentials to anyone in our community who is in 
self isolation due to the Coronavirus.   This is an extension of the 
service we already provide to the elderly and others in our 
community who are unable to get to the shop. 
Please call 01672 539200 to arrange a delivery.    We would prefer 
payment by card, but can accept cash on delivery if necessary. 
 

Michele Lomas (Chair of Avebury Community Shop) 

mailto:aveburysocialcentre@gmail.com
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Kennet Valley Parish Council 
 
We very much appreciate your cooperation in order to avoid 
congestion in the village and possible vehicle damage. 
 
NEW WEST OVERTON FINGERPOST SIGN 
Wiltshire council no longer replace or repair our fingerpost 
signs so many thanks to Chris Flood for making a beautiful new 
one for us in West Overton. 
 
RESTART A HEART 
While it is not possible for the South West Ambulance Trust to 
provide the parish with face to face training due to the Covid 
pandemic, they have developed a short video:  Restart A Heart 
“learn CPR” which demonstrates how to deliver effective 
Basic Life Support under the amended guidance for COVID but 
dies not include using a defibrillator. 
 
please see:  Restart a Heart Day 2020 - You Tube 
 
LAMBING 
Please be aware that lambing is about to start and dog owners 
need to be especially careful to keep dogs on leads and pick up 
poo.  

Update from the National 
Trust April 2021  

 
As blossom starts to reappear to brighten up our year, we are 
reminded that in an ever-changing world, nature will always 
be a source of comfort for many of us. Throughout Spring 
the National Trust is sharing dazzling blossom displays 
across the country. We are asking people and communities to 
upload pictures of local blossom, tag the location and use 
#BlossomWatch to share the beauty and spread the joy of 
Spring with others; it would be wonderful to see some 
Avebury blossom featured. For more info visit 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/blossom-watch 
 
Our Avebury re-opening plans With Spr ing in the air , we 
are very pleased to be able to welcome back visitor and 
provide people with that much needed outdoors space during 
this hopeful season. Below are our re-opening plans for the 
next few months: 
 
On Monday 8 March we re-opened our main visitor car 
park, the toilets in the farmyard and a simple take-away offer 
from the Circles Restaurant. 
 
From Monday 29 March, after a year of closure, we are 
finally able to welcome visitors back to the Manor Garden, 
which feels a joyous milestone. Admissions to the Garden 
will be by booked tickets with the possibility of walk-up 
admission if capacity allows; tickets are £5. 
On the same date we will re-open the toilets next to the 
Coach House Café to allow for increasing visitor numbers. 
The Coach House Café itself, we hope to open from 1 April, 
initially during school holidays and weekends only, to 
support our busiest times of year. 
 
We will also have the familiar ‘Welcome trailer’ back in the 
main visitor car park and staff present to welcome and direct 
visitors. 
 
Over the Easter holidays (2-18 April) we will par ticipate 
in a centrally organised Easter trail taking place in the 
farmyard (£3). We expect Easter to be a busy period across 
most Trust places and will focus on managing capacity rather 
than promoting any activities or events. 
 
On Monday 12 April we plan to re-open our NT Shop and 
Cobblestones second-hand bookshop and start providing 
outdoors seating at the Circles Restaurant. 
 
Finally, and much anticipated, we hope to be able to re-open 
the Manor and Museum from Monday 17 May, very likely 
with slightly different operating models to start with. 
 
All the above is of course subject to the ongoing Government 
reviews and Trust guidance, with people’s safety paramount 
to all our decisions.  
 
To get in touch please contact us on 01672 539250 or email 
avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk; we always love to hear from 
you.. 

AVEBURY & DISTRICT WI 

March is our birthday meeting month and we would usually 
have a very pleasant, sociable evening with plates of food 
provided by members to share, a glass or two of something and 
possibly a quiz or beetle drive.  As you can guess, 2021’s 

birthday meeting was different! 
Michèle Lomas, our programme 
organiser, had the great idea of 
putting together goodie boxes for 
all members to be delivered on 
the day of the meeting.  
Committee members made cup 
cakes, brownies, fudge and 
cheese straws to go in them and 
delivered them to all our 
members.  The box also included 
a candle for the birthday cupcake!  

Thank you to Judy, Charlotte, Jan 
P., Sandra and Michèle herself for providing the delicacies; they 
were much appreciated by the recipients judging by the emails 
I’ve received 

16 members (our best attendance to date) met via Zoom that 
evening with their box of goodies and a glass of something 
festive (in my case prosecco!) and had an enjoyable time; 
managing to chat and take part in a quiz (provided by our 
Federation Chairman, Lesley Holdaway).  Fortunes were mixed 
in the quiz and Bryony came out on top with 31 points, no prize 
though! 

Next month is our AGM meeting and again it will be via 
Zoom.  All members of the committee are prepared to stand 
again but if anyone would like to stand or nominate someone 
(with their permission) then please either email or call me.  We 
will be having a speaker, Angela White, who will talk to us 
about her journey by train through Italy to Sorrento from her 
home in Exeter and back. 

As lockdown restrictions ease it is looking increasingly likely 
that we will be able to have our garden visit in June, hopefully 
to Lacock Abbey Gardens and a July outing to a venue yet to be 
decided.  Until then please keep safe and well. 

Maggie Lewis 
President, Avebury & District WI 

Golden boxes ready to go 

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/blossom-watch
mailto:avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk
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Avebury Cricket Club 
Parish Update 2021 

 

**STOP PRESS! SCORER WANTED! ** 
 

We are very keen for a scorer to score our 1st XI matches in the West of England Premier 
League season.  We play 18 matches a season, nine home and nine away, and we are 
happy to pay £30 per game plus travel expenses if necessary. It’s critical function for us, 
and if you haven’t had much experience, please don’t worry – we can provide that as part 
of you joining! Please note there is no age limit on this position! 
 
New Members 
In addition to the Junior section, which grew from around 20 children in March 2020 to 

around 85 by January 2021, we are also seeing strong growth in the number of adult 
players interested in playing for the Club in 2021.  This is testament to the amazing 
work of the grounds team, as well as the foresight that the Club and Sportsfield 
Committee have shown, working together with the village and the National Trust, in 
creating facilities that are the envy of many clubs around us. 

Coaches 
Five years ago the Club had just a single qualified coach – we now possess five, with 
another four due to go through qualifications this Summer, coronavirus restrictions 
permitting.  Our core mission is to try to grow the game as much as we can, recognising 
that it is not possible for many local schools to deliver cricket as part of their curriculum 
due either to lack of physical space or available slots in the timetable. 

Schools Outreach 
With the exception of last year, where coronavirus restrictions prevented us from 
running any outreach programs, we remain hopeful that 2021 will allow us to re-engage 
with both local primary schools and secondary schools to help support cricket.  We 
would encourage anyone with connections to local schools, to encourage both the 
schools and us to help to achieve this! We see this as a critical part of what we need to 
put back into our community. 

Support for Avebury Community Sports & Social Club 
As an affiliate of the Sports & Social Club, we’re absolutely thrilled to be involved in 
the fundraising project to add much-needed kitchen and disabled WC facilities to the 
club building, and have seen a fantastic amount of support from our membership, with 
over £30,000 of donations coming from the cricket club itself, our members and their 
families, and our wider support network. 

Fixtures 2021 
Anyone wishing to receive an electronic version of the 2021 fixtures list should email 
chairman@aveburycc.org.uk, visit our website, or visit the play-cricket website (search 
for Avebury CC).  Any junior cricketers wishing to join the club (membership for 
juniors is free) can sign up via our website or email secretary@aveburycc.org.uk. 
 
We’re thoroughly looking forward to an exciting Summer, with some degree of 
normality returning to all parts of the country.  We continue to work hard to help make 
the sportsfield at Avebury a beautiful, clean, safe, well-maintained and delightful place 
for people to spend time! 

Avebury C.C. Committee 

Avebury Community 
Sports & Social Club  

March 2021 Update 
The refurbishment project continues to 

surprise and frustrate in equal measure. 
Very many thanks to all of you have come 

forward to ask the unanswerable question 
“when you think you will be ready?”  The 
answer was, is, and probably always will be, 
“it depends”! 

It depends on whether we find any more 
problems as we go through our program 
minor improvements. 

It depends on whether we managed to figure 
out a solution to the roof ventilation 
problems, and whether we can get a 
contractor on site before Summer really kicks 
in to replace the failed roof tiles. 

It depends on whether a whole sequence of 
small but interconnected tasks, such as waste 
pipes, hot and cold water feeds, new floor 
coverings, repairs to rotten joists, replacement 
windows, and final decisions on exterior 
fittings can all somehow be completed in one 
glorious, co-ordinated finale, a film-set scene 
where contractors and volunteers working 
side-by-side, round-the-clock, respecting 
social distancing, and united in their pursuit 
of a finished building! 

We’ve had a number of significant local 
responses to our request for further financial 
support for the project, and will of course be 
delighted to hear from anyone else who might 
be interested in supporting the project in any 
way. Inevitably, we are going to be left at the 
end of these works with a series of 
uncompleted tasks which will need to be 
separately costed, financed, and completed, 
but we shouldn’t let these issues get in the 
way of what we think can be achieved with 
the building over time. 

To reiterate the philosophy of what we are 
trying to achieve: in the past, the club has 
catered to a relatively narrow segment of the 
population, and the redesign is aimed at 
addressing this. The idea is to be able to 
welcome back all of our existing members, 
social users, sports teams and loyal 
supporters, but also to be able to meet the 
(sometimes very different) needs of the very 
large number of new members who joined in 
2020 in response to our appeal. 
As mentioned above and in our note last 
month, we continue to be interested in hearing 
from any additional donors, however big or 
small, to allow us to complete the programme 
of works and be open again for business in 
2021. You can donate at : 
www.crowdfunder.co.uk/avebury-club, 
or email aveburyaop@gmail.com,  
call the Chairman Dominic Fry on 01672 539 
081 or the Secretary Alan Blake on 07860 
112 455 to discuss any cash or cheque 
donations. 

A huge thank you to everybody who has 
supported so far, and we are so looking 
forward to sharing this building with you all 
in the months to come. 

The Committee 

Welcoming Walkers to the  
Pewsey Vale  

As part of a post-covid recovery plan for the Pewsey Vale 
economy, the Pewsey Vale Tourism Partnership is seeking to 
gain Walkers Are Welcome accreditation, a national scheme 
launched in 2007.  
This accreditation will provide the area with additional 
publicity and will show the Vale to be an excellent destination 
for anyone who wants to enjoy a walking holiday.  
Susie Brew, Coordinator for Pewsey Vale Tourism Partnership, said, “To meet the 
criteria for the scheme, we have to demonstrate that walking routes within scope are well 
maintained which we are doing in conjunction with local walking groups, landowners 
and Wiltshire Council. We also have to demonstrate that the accreditation is supported by 
local people, businesses and organisations - so we have set up an online Register of 

Support. It takes just a few seconds to register at http://bit.ly/3ivI6Dj and we are 
urging as many people as possible to do so.”  
The Pewsey Vale Tourism Partnership is a not-for-profit, voluntary, community 
organisation set up in 2015 to promote the Vale of Pewsey. It is supported through annual 
membership – for more information contact Susie Brew – susie@visitpewseyvale.co.uk.  

http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/avebury-club
mailto:aveburyaop@gmail.com
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CURIOSITY  COMPASSION  
COURAGE 

 
Church of England,  

Voluntary Aided School 
www.kennetvalley.wilts.sch.uk 

 
Ofsted ‘Good school’ 

 

March 2021 
 

March was an extremely exciting month as we were able to 
reopen to all of the children on the 8th. Although we had been 
keeping in touch with all of the pupils at home, via daily live 
check ins and phone calls, it was a real delight to see everyone’s 
smiling faces as they came back in through the school gates in 
the morning.  
The children have been fantastic over the last few weeks together 
and it is clear that they are really pleased to be back in class with 
their friends. As well as focusing on English writing, reading and 
maths we have had a huge focus on PSHCE (Personal, Social, 
Health, Citizenship and Economic education) as we knew that 
children would need this support and education after the 
lockdown.   
Here We Are! 
When the children first returned to the classroom, we all looked 
at the book “Here We Are” by Oliver Jeffers. This is a thought-
provoking and stunning book, perfect for opening up discussions 
about wellbeing and emotions in children of all ages, and the 
teachers have used it to base their writing and topic work on. 
Children have produced beautiful artwork, poetry, stories, and 
letters using this beautiful book as their inspiration.  
The classes then moved on to looking at the book “The Lost 
Happy Endings” by Carol Ann Duffy. This is a wonderful fairy 
tale about a childlike sprite called Jub, whose job it is to collect 
and distribute the happy endings for bedtime stories from the top 
of a tree in the Forrest. However, Jub is ambushed by a Sinister 
Witch who steals the happy endings from her. Again, teachers 
used this book to help inspire their children’s writing, artwork, 
and topic work.  
Topic – Term 5 
Staff and children are looking forward to Science and Art topic 
blocks in Term 5, as well as a Languages Week.  
Science will cover plants and living things including animals and 
humans, while the Art block will link back to past History topics.  
Even though the plant topic will not start for several weeks, Mrs 
Morgan and Kingfishers class have already been busy planting 
seeds which they hope will grow into strong plants to be used in 
the planters at the front of the school.  
World Book Day 
In Term 4 the whole school celebrated World Book Day in 
several ways. The children made sculptures of their favourite 
book characters – using only Fruit and Vegetables. The variety of 
characters was amazing, and the staff were all overwhelmed by 
the creativity of the children who took part. Children also took 
‘Shelfies’! This meant that they took a photo in front of their 
bookshelves and sent them in to school. These were used in a 
reading display.  
We were also delighted to be able to join several webcasts by 
published authors such as Michael Rosen and Kwame Alexander. 
These talks were hugely inspiring for the children watching, as 
each author talked about their books and the craft of writing.  
We were extremely excited to be included on the Gazette and 
Herald Website Gallery –  
https://www.gazetteandherald.co.uk/news/19137999.gallery-
world-book-day-kennet-valley-primary/ 
Danceathon – Red Nose Day 
To raise money for Red Nose Day all of our children dressed in 
red and completed a 6-hour Danceathon! This meant that all of 
the children took turns to dance with their friends and gave spare 
change as sponsorship. We raised over £130.00. As a church 
school Kennet Valley supports many different charities, feeling 

that this helps our children to have a good understanding of the 
importance of sharing and caring for others. Our core values are 
Curiosity, Compassion and Courage, and we try to inspire the 
children to think about these morals throughout their learning and 
through special events such as the Danceathon. The older 
children spent time looking at the charity of Comic Relief so that 
they had a strong awareness of the significance of helping others.  
To read more about this day have a look at -  
https://marlborough.news/news/kennet-valley-schools-red-nose-
day-danceathon/ 
Easter Services 
The children celebrated the end of term 4 and Easter by having 
two Easter Services – one for each of our bubbles. Children 
spoke very well when reading and all the staff involved were 
very impressed. We are all looking forward when we can have 
whole school services and collective worships again.   
And Finally … 
On April 1st, the whole school was very sad to say goodbye to 
one of our wonderful teachers. Miss Chalker, who has been with 
the school for the last 7 years, has left to join Five Lanes in 
Worton as their Assistant Head. Although staff, children and 
parents were unhappy to see Miss Chalker leave, we are also 
delighted that she has been able to join a new school with this 
increased responsibility, and we all know that she will be 
marvellous in her new job.  
I know that I speak for everyone when I say that Miss Chalker is 
a well loved and inspiring teacher who will be missed a great 
deal. I wish her every success in the future and hope that we 
continue to see her.   

 

Mrs Emma Russell,  Headteacher      

01672 861202                      

http://www.kennetvalley.wilts.sch.uk
https://www.gazetteandherald.co.uk/news/19137999.gallery-world-book-day-kennet-valley-primary/
https://www.gazetteandherald.co.uk/news/19137999.gallery-world-book-day-kennet-valley-primary/
https://marlborough.news/news/kennet-valley-schools-red-nose-day-danceathon/
https://marlborough.news/news/kennet-valley-schools-red-nose-day-danceathon/
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Brickwork, Ceramic 
Tiling, Painting and 
Decorating, Garden 
Fencing and General Maintenance. 
 

With 30+ years of experience, there isn't 
much I haven't come across, so for a free 
quotation or simply to 'Pick my brain!'    
Contact me:- 

5 Southfield,  

West Overton,  

Wilts, SN8 4HE 

Phone: 01672 861438 

Mobile: 07732989650 

E-mail: brianwattsbuilds@gmail.com 

Brian Watts 

Headlines from Avebury 
Parish Council’s online 

meeting on 2 March 2021 
 
Road safety: At the end of February we closed the petition 

to reduce the speed limit on the A4361 from 60mph to 40mph 
between Beckhampton and Avebury and northwards from 
Avebury and agreed to submit it to Wiltshire Council in 
March.  
We applied to the Marlborough Area Board for funds to 
support the purchase of two Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs).  

Stop Press: the Marlborough Area Board agreed on 16 March 
to part-fund one SID. Two locations will share the SID: one 
being close to the entrance to the main car park to prompt 
drivers going towards Swindon to observe the 30mph limit 
and the other for southbound traffic near to the Rawlin’s bus 
shelter.  

Planning applications: We suppor ted an application from 
Adam Seccombe to reduce the length of the existing front 
wall at The Old Vicarage and we welcomed Adam, who 
presented the proposal to us, to the village.   

National Trust update: J an Tomlin told us that the Trust 
would reopen the main car park, the farmyard toilets, and 
Circles (for a reduced take-away offer) from 8 March. The 
Manor garden and the coach house café and its toilets will 
follow from 29 March and the Trust shop and Cobblestones 
on 12 April. The manor and the Keiller Museum are expected 
to reopen on 17 May. With the approval of Wiltshire Council, 
woodchip had been laid on a section of Kyter’s Way to give a 
safer walking surface.  

High Street: Lynzey Paradise repor ted on progress made in 
a project to replace sagging planters in the High Street.   

Rights of Way: Tim Lewis presented an audit of the 
parish’s rights of way, which he had undertaken in recent 
months. This will be used by parishes locally brought 
together by the chairman of Wiltshire CPRE to provide 
evidence of the need for repairs and maintenance and as a 
basis for joint action by Wiltshire Council and the parishes. 
The parish council continues to seek Wiltshire Council action 
on Ridgeway access and on repairs to AVE14. 

Date of next meeting: 6 Apr il at 19h30. Residents wishing to 
participate in this meeting are most welcome to do so.  

Draft minutes of this meeting may be found on the Avebury 

Parish Council website. 

Est. 1991 D. W. Oliver Tree Services Ltd 
B.Sc.A.I.W.Sc. 

TREE PRUNING  
LANDSCAPING, WOODCHIPPING  
TREE FELLING, FORESTRY CONTRACTING  
FENCING 

Tel 01672 861310 
Mobile 07976 644706 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 
£5M INSURANCE 

Tree Surgery works carried out by qualified staff  

E-mail: info@dwoliver.com 
Web: www.dwoliver.com 

Broadband in Beckhampton 
 The national roll out of much faster "fibre to your 
home" may come to all our homes eventually (ie; 2025 onwards) 
but in the meantime there are grants available for the latest 
generation fibre broadband to be installed in rural areas.  

 These grants do not cover the full cost, they cover around 70% 
of it and as such there will be a supplement to pay; how much 
depends upon only two factors; the cost of the work itself and the 
number of households to split it between. Neither of these variables 
are known at the moment.  

 For clarity, this project is for a new optical fibre line to run to 
your home which will be around 10-15 times faster than the present 
system we have which is fibre to the nearest cabinet. Our nearest 
cabinet for beckhampton is in Avebury Trusloe. The further Homes 
are from this cabinet the slower the internet speeds are.  

 Mark Doodes from Old Toll House in Beckhampton is 
coordinating a piece of exploratory work with BT Openreach to 
work out the approximate cost of the work.  

 At this stage all ee requires is a simple "yes I’m interested" email 
from households (one per household) with an address and your 
name and nothing else. These details will only be held and used for 
this project and no third party will contact at this stage.  

 This is not a binding commitment but naturally please don't put 
your name forward if you have no intention of taking up the offer 
in the future and paying a contribution.  

 We can each then make a decision on if we are prepared to pay 
for the work.  

 For clarity, this is nothing to do with who you buy broadband or 
telephone services from or your telephone number; its about the 
underlying technology that drives this. These factors can all stay 
the same or you may choose a different provider but this is not the 
purpose of the project.  

 We already have 12 households interested as a result of a leaflet 
drop (thank you to my two sons) 

 Within six weeks from now Openreach (BT) will provide Mark 
with a cost and he will circulate this to the group. We can then each 
make a decision, but the more people interested the cost reduces 
accordingly; ie; twice as many people roughly halves the cost. We 
each have a mental amount we are prepared to spend for better 
provision; after all we all pay in the region of 400-500 pounds a 
year presently for a reasonably slow connection. Your connection 
may suit your requirements but as we all know more and more 
things in our daily lives are going online from HD films to backing 
up our photos and videos and zoom calls look set to remain part of 
our lives too.  
  
Mark’s email is markdoodes@gmail.com  
  
Your email will not be used for any other purpose and absolutely 
no pressure will be placed on you to proceed.  
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ON CALL DAY & NIGHT 
01672 512444 OR 810727 
Wagon Yard London Road 
Marlborough Wiltshire  

SN8 1LH 

WELDING    BREAKDOWN 

M.O.T.S.  SERVICING  

CHALKY'S 
WORKSHOP 

Hillside Farm,  
Rhyles Lane, Lockeridge, 

TEL:  01672 861123 

 

 
 
 

(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd 
 

SPECIALISTS IN  
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING SYSTEMS 

 

Servicing & repairs / Installation 
Landlord’s Certificates / Gas Safety Records 

 

Tel: (01793) 536871 
Email: general@austinheat.com 
Website: www.austinheat.com 

 

Trading since 1972 

2 bedroom ensuite 
self contained 
secluded barn 
conversion on 
outskirts of 
Manton available 
for holiday /short 
lets. 
Telephone  
01672 539 288 
Email 
simper@talktalk.net  

Contact Tamara for more  
details & to make a booking: 

t: 07554 246877 
e: tamara@ttholistics.co.uk 

www.ttholistics.co.uk 
 

Reflexology • Aromatherapy • Massage 
Available now near Avebury 

 S. White 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
ARBORICULTURE SERVICES 

All aspects of tree work undertaken 
Hedge cutting/reductions 

Stump grinding 
Planting 

Logs and Wood Chip available 
Simon-white22@hotmail.com     

Fully qualified and insured 

Tel: 01672 861566 
Mob: 07917 353314 

MOONS OVENCLEANING 
  Local – Professional - Affordable 

 
Let us do the dirty work with tender loving care of 
your oven, hob, range, Aga, microwave or extractor 
using our eco-friendly and non-caustic system 

Call now on 01672 556404  
or 07723 048436 

www.moonsovencleaning.co.uk 
The same Father/Son run business established 

 in 2003 but with a new name 

mailto:general@austinheat.com
http://www.austinheat.com
mailto:simper@talktalk.net
mailto:tamara@ttholistics.co.uk
http://www.ttholistics.co.uk
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WHO’S WHO in the Upper Kennet Churches  
RECTOR:  REV’D MARIA SHEPHERDSON  01672 539643 
The Rectory, 27 High Street, Avebury, SN8 1RF  
Email:  revmariashepherdson@outlook.com  
If you require a priest in an emergency and are unable to contact Rev’d Maria please telephone one of the churchwardens. 
BENEFICE SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES:  
     Mrs Elizabeth Daley  01672 539277 
     Mr Roderick Palfrey 01793 731067 
LICENSED LAY MINISTER Mrs Sibella Laing 01672 861600  sl519@cam.ac.uk 
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS Mrs Claire Stiles 01793 731620  c.j.stiles@hotmail. co.uk 
     Mr Graham Kitchen  01672 861349  graham@grahamkitchen.com 
LAY WORSHIP LEADERS 

  Mrs Alison Andre 01672 539641 
  Mrs Angharad Hughes  07771 615534 

BENEFICE OFFICE:  Anne Robinson, Sophie Roberts (Mon-Thurs, 10am-1pm)  
Address:  The Garden Room, 62 Lockeridge, SN8 4EL 01672 861786  e-mail: upperkennetchurches@gmail.com 
           Benefice Website:  www.kennet8.org.uk 
CHURCHWARDENS   Mrs Maureen Dixon 01672 539690 
AVEBURY     Mrs Sandra Hues 01672 539444     shues01@hotmail.com 
     Mrs Helen Vickers 01672 539482     brian.helen.vickers@googlemail.com 
EAST KENNETT    Mr Graham Kitchen  01672 861349  graham@grahamkitchen.com 
     Mrs Jo Snape  01672 861267   Josiesnape@aol.com 
WEST OVERTON    Mrs Susan Rogers 01672 861374  sjrogers44@gmail.com 
     Max Dissanayake 07770 641944  maxdissanayake1@gmail.com 
FYFIELD    Ms Vicky Evans 01672 861622  bixevans@gmail.com 
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Ms Penny Gold  01672 539158  goldpennygold@aol.com 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Mrs Glynis Long   01793 731398   glynislong@btopenworld.com 
     Mr Peter Barry  01793 731589    peter17.barry@gmail.com 
BROAD HINTON    Mrs Gill Crabtree 07774 424125    gill.crabtree1@gmail.com 
     Mr Robert Fitzpatrick 01793 739156    rft.fitzp@gmail.com 
Benefice Council Lay Chairman   Mr Mark Wightman 01793 731452   wightman1944@btinternet.com 
 
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL SECRETARIES 
AVEBURY     Mr David Davidge  01672 513819    mail@dwdmar.plus.com 
EAST KENNETT, FYFIELD 
& WEST OVERTON   Mrs Lynne Williams 01672 861511  lynne.williams55@gmail.com  
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Mr Bill Buxton  01672 539199  bill.buxton@btinternet.com 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Mr Martin Knight 01793 731764  martin@vintry.co.uk    
BROAD HINTON    Mrs Marjorie Sykes 01793 731471  marjorie.sykes@btinternet.com 
 
MAGAZINES  
UPPER KENNET NEWS in Fyfield, West Over ton, East & West Kennett, Beckhampton, Avebury Trusloe, Avebury, Winterbourne 
Monkton & Berwick Bassett: 
Editor:  David Throup, Longmynd, Locker idge SN8 4ED  01672 861279   davidthroup@aol.com 
Please send all copy including advertising and payment to David Throup.  Final copy date 20th of each month. 
 
LOCAL NEWS in Uffcott, Broad Hinton & Winterbourne Bassett: 
Editor:  Liz Moakes       07776 188805  3villageslocalnews@gmail.com 
           Final copy date 20th of each month. 

 

 
 

mailto:claire.stiles1@btinternet.com
mailto:sjrogers44@gmail.com
mailto:maxdissanayake1@gmail.com
mailto:bixevans@gmail.com
mailto:glynislong@btopenworld.com
mailto:gill.crabtree1@gmail.com
mailto:wightman1944@btinternet.com
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New Memorials and 
Restorations 

All types of memorials 
Handcrafted to a high 
standard in our own 

workshops at 
Pelham Court, London Road 

Marlborough 

**FREE Quotes 
Given** 

Telephone: 516797 
martin@mjsly.co.uk 

For a free memorial 
brochure 

M J Sly 
Monumental 

Sculptor 

K. A. Callaway. 
Great Bedwyn 

WOODSTOVES &  
CHIMNEY LININGS 

Woodstoves: many makes, new and 
second hand discounted. 

Flue lining: Stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed 
TV flue camera for internal chimney inspection.  
Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection. 
FREE site visit and advice recommended 

Tel: 01672 870619 Mobile: 0860 722646 

K. A. Gallaway - Great Bedwyn
WOODSTOVES & CHIMNEY LININGS

Woodstoves: many makes, new & second hand discounted.

Flue lining: stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed TV flue camera

for internal chimney inspection. Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection.

FREE site visit and advice recommended

TEL: 01672 870 619 MOBILE 0860 722 646

 

SHEPPARD DECORATORS 
WE CONSIDER PROJECTS OF ALL SIZES 

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR. 

CALL DARREN FOR A FRIENDLY QUOTE. 
01380 725652 07876 433655 

WWW.SHEPPARD-DECORATORS.CO.UK 

Sheppard Decorators 

 

 

S E R V I C E S  PJD 

GETT 
Landscaping 

Patios, Decking, Driveways  
Fencing, Turfing, Seeding, 

Hedgecutting. 
All types of groundwork 

Contact: Tim Smith  
Mob: 07811 142390 

 
Also available Machine Hire and Driver 
Incl: 
Mini Digger Skid Steer 
Telescopic Handler 
Tractor & Implements 
Fully insured.  Phone for a free quote 

Kennet Painters & Decorators 
Interior & Exterior painting 
 

Lionel Gale 
 

 
            Free Quotes 

        Over 25 years experience 
 

Tel: 01672 861034 

Mobile: 07787 373602 
E-Mail: lionelpgale@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:martin@mjsly.co.uk
mailto:pjdservices1@outlook.com
http://www.pjd-services.co.uk/
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Spire electrical services 

For all electrical installation work  
Testing, certification and repairs  

Domestic, Commercial & Agricultural. 

 

All work guaranteed for 5 years 

Mark Briffitt 07733104993 
Berwick Bassett 01793 739153  

Over 30 years experience 

Spireelectricalservices@outlook.com 

 

 

We are an independently owned business, located on the main high street, within the 
Avebury Stone Circle. With many things to offer, we are more than just a shop…. 

 
Gifts - we offer a wide range of gifts, including souvenirs, books, crystals, incense,  

clothing, jewellery and more…. 
 

Events - we host a variety of events, from book signings in the shop, workshops in the 
upstairs space and 1:1 treatments in our treatment room. All spaces are available to 

hire. Please e-mail events@hengeshop.com for more information. 
 

Book Signings - we hold various book signings within the shop with a wonderful variety 
of authors. You can view our upcoming book signings on our website. If you would like 

to hold one of your own, please contact Jane at jane@hengeshop.com. 
 

Crystal Skulls - We have the largest collection of Crystal Skulls in the area, and all are 
available to buy either in our dedicated room located within the shop, or online at 

www.hengeskulls.com 

For more information about any of the above or to 
shop online, please visit www.hengeshop.com 

 
+44(0)1672 539229 

 
avebury@hengeshop.com 

You can find both The Henge Shop & 
Henge Skulls on                  Facebook 

& Instagram 

CARPENTRY & PROPERTY RENOVATION 
 

Covering all aspects of property 
renovation and maintenance 

 
View our range of services online 

or call to discuss your project 
 

www.grayandamor.co.uk 
CALL (01380) 587006 

Company Telephone 

Adie Cripps Chimney Sweep 01672 512438 

Art Lessons 01793 852893 

Austin Heating 01793 536871 

Brian Watts 01672 861438 

Caro Simper 01672 539288 

Chalkies Workshop 01672 861123 

D. W. Oliver Tree Services Ltd 01672 861310 

DBL Estates Ltd 01666 510481 

Dianne Mackinder Funeral Service 01672 512444 

GETT Landscaping 01672 861392 

Gray & Amor Ltd 01380 587006 

K A Callaway - Chimney maint. 01672 870619 

Kennet Painting and Decorating 01672 861034 

M J Sly - Monumental Mason 01672 516797 

m. Hutton Electrical 07974 433456 

Massage2Health 07789 529884 

Moons Ovencleaning 01672 556404 

PJD Services 07469 757333 

Reflexology - Jill Sudbury 01672 861412 

S. O. Chimney Sweep 07881 206536 

Sheppard Decorators 07917 818145 

Simon White 01672 861566 

Spire Electrical 07733 104993 

The Henge Shop 01672 539229 

Wiltshire Robotic Mowers 01672 861016 

mailto:Spireelectricalservices@outlook.com

