View from the Rectory
It is strange to think of the first of August as being the
start of autumn but as the combines appear on our
roads and in the fields we are reminded that Harvest tide
is upon us. In Ireland our harvest celebrations were not
held in September but marked instead in church and
outside with the ancient festival of Lughnasadh (Lune-asah), widely observed throughout Ireland, Scotland and
the Isle of Man. Originally it was held on 1st August, or
about halfway between the summer solstice and autumn
equinox and the Sunday closest to each from early
Christian times onwards as a major part of the Celtic year.
It corresponds to other festivals such as the Welsh Gŵyl
Awst and the English Lammas.
Lughnasadh is mentioned in some of the earliest Irish
literature and the festival itself is named after the god
Lugh. It involved great gatherings that included religious
ceremonies, ritual athletic contests (most notably the
Tailteann Games), feasting, matchmaking and trading.
There were also visits to holy wells. According to folklorist
Máire MacNeill, evidence shows that the religious rites
included an offering of the first of the corn, a feast of the
new food and of bilberries, the sacrifice of a bull and a
ritual dance-play. Much of this would have taken place on
top of hills and mountains.
I remember such celebrations growing up, even in
Dublin, and in the west of Ireland the keeping of St John’s
Eve on July 23rd began a period of celebration,
storytelling, prayers and thanksgiving to God who watered
the earth and gave sunshine for the plants.
Lughnasadh customs persisted widely until the 20th
century under a variety of names. The custom of climbing
hills and mountains at Lughnasadh has survived in some
areas, including Ireland, where it is best known as 'Reek
Sunday' pilgrimage to the top of Croagh Patrick (called the
Reek) on the last Sunday in July. Pilgrims walk barefoot
and approach the top on their knees (not for the faint
hearted!) while the donkeys used to transport supplies of
tea and coffee to the top come up the back route across
softer bogs. Having done both routes I recommend the
latter - not only to save wear and tear on the feet and
knees but to experience a more contemplative spiritual
journey in prayer.
In Irish mythology, the Lughnasadh festival is said to
have been begun by the god Lugh as a funeral feast and
athletic competition in commemoration of his mother
Tailtiu. She was said to have died of exhaustion after
clearing the plains of Ireland for agriculture. The funeral
games in her honour were called the Aonach Tailteann
and were held at Tailtin in what is now County Meath.
Similar to the ancient Olympic Games it included ritual
athletic and sporting contests. The event also involved
trading, the drawing-up of contracts, and matchmaking.
It was a holiday period, a time of celebration, the joy of
the harvesting of the first fruits of the season of sowing
and planting. For women it began the season of
gathering, preserving, drying and making of stores for the
winter, including medicines and dyes for the long winter
months ahead. It was a time when every ounce of
daylight was used productively and well, and when it was
good to take time to appreciate the yield, and make the
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most of the fine days, spending time with those
close to you in family and community.
I wonder if we have lost touch somehow with
these basic joys and become over dependent
on endless shelves of goods in our big
supermarkets without thinking of the toil or
labour that has gone before, or the satisfaction
experienced by growing, preserving and making
our own stores for the winter. It seems we are
so time-poor these days that we are in danger
of losing sight of the best of the past and
becoming out of touch with being grateful for
the harvest, the long days and the old skills. As
families start holidays and the roads fill with
cars and campers and caravans so too do our
farmers send out the modern reapers gathering
in that which will feed us in the days ahead. As
we trundle along impatiently behind them
perhaps we could remember with gratitude their
labour and give thanks. For your BEER begins
here, your BREAD begins here - with the land
and the farmer.
Rev’d Maria Shepherdson

Kennet Valley Lottery Club

July draw winners
£100 Number 09 Mike Morrissy
£75 Number 08 Amanda Oram
£50 Number 87 Caro Simpers
If you would like to join the lottery, please pick
up an application form from any church, or ring
David Snape on 01672 861267 or email
davidwsnape@aol.com

UPPER KENNET CHURCHES SERVICES
Upper Kennet Churches Notice Board

During August we have just one service on
Sundays at one of our churches in the Benefice.
All these ‘combined churches’ services are at
10.30 am and include Holy Communion.

Baptism
Evie Boniface

Sunday 7th August
Winterbourne Monkton

Weddings
Stephanie Hodgson
& James Robinson
Georgina Hunt
& Andrew O’Malley

Sunday 14th August
East Kennett

15 July

Broad Hinton

22 July

West Overton

Service of Blessing
Jamie Chivers
2 July
& Katerina Kimmorley

Sunday 28 th August
Broad Hinton
If anyone would like a lift please let one of the
churchwardens know.

Readings for month

Sunday 14 August
Green
Trinity 12
Isaiah 5. 1 – 7
Psalm 80. 9 – end
Hebrews 11. 29 – 12. 2
Luke 12. 49 – 56

Broad Hinton

Jeanette Palmer and Vincent Peters will be
getting married at Fyfield this month, and we
remember them in our prayers.

Sunday 21st August
Fyfield

Sunday 7 August
Green
Trinity 11
Isaiah 1. 1, 10 -20
Psalm 50 1 – 8, 23 – end
[or 50. 1 – 7]
Hebrews 11. 1 – 3, 8 – 16
Luke 12. 32 – 40

24 July

Sunday 28 August
Green
Trinity 14.
Jeremiah 2. 4 – 13
Psalm 81. 1 – 11
Hebrews 13. 1 – 8, 15 – 16
Luke 14. 1, 7 – 14
Sunday 4 September
Green
Trinity 15
Jeremiah 18. 1 – 11
Psalm 139. 1 – 7
Philemon 1 – 21
Luke 14. 25 - 33

Sunday 21 August
Green
Trinity 13
Jeremiah 1. 4 – 10
Psalm 71. 1 – 6
Hebrews 12. 18 – end
Luke 13. 10 – 17

Burial of Ashes
Barbara (Bunny) Clarke 2 July
Gwendoline Haig
11 July
Alfred (Colin) Heald
11 June

West Overton.

Broad Hinton
Avebury
West Overton

Upper Kennet Benefice
CONFIRMATIONS 2016
The Rt Rev’d Bishop Edward Condry,
Bishop of Ramsbury,
will confirm candidates from the
Upper Kennet Churches
on Sunday 6th November 2016
at Winterbourne Bassett Church
at the 11.15 am service
followed by a bring and share lunch.

Should anyone else wish to be
confirmed please contact
Reverend Maria Shepherdson on
01672 539643 as soon as possible

West Overton, Fyfield & East Kennett Churches

West Overton Coffee Morning &
Bring and Buy
A big thank you to everyone who helped make the Coffee
Morning and Bring & Buy at West Overton Church in June such
a success, whether by helping, baking, donating or participating
- we raised £174.

Our next Coffee Morning will be on
Saturday 24th September.
www.upperkennetnews.co.uk

Another date for your diary
Christmas Bazaar and Sale
of Christmas Trees at West
Overton church will be on
Saturday 3rd December.
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Winterbourne Basse#
HARVEST LUNCH
Sunday, 2nd October
In The Studio at The Manor
preceded by
A Harvest Service of Celebra0on
and Thanksgiving
in St Katherine & St Peter’s at
11.15 a.m.

UPPER KENNET
CHURCHES
Bite-sized Learning Autumn 2016
ALL WELCOME – to ONE or ALL
sessions
‘Justice, Persecution, Forgotten
Places’
3 Places, 3 Perspectives –
One Hope?
Session 1 Vietnam

Details to be announced in
September issue

Café
Church
at the

Kennet Valley Hall
Sunday 31st July
10.00 am to 11.00 am
A very relaxed hour or so with free
coﬀee and croissants and newspapers
(and chat!)

The theme will be
Lammas.
Children welcome – there will be ac vi es
for them.
www.upperkennetnews.co.uk

History is written by the
Victors?
THURSDAY 29th September
St James’ Church Avebury
7.30 - 9pm. Refreshments
from 7pm
You've seen Miss Saigon or watched
Apocalypse Now or Hamburger
Hill? But what do you actually know
about Vietnam, then and now? Tim and
Rose Pearce recently drove a Vietnam
war-era Jeep through Vietnam and made
some surprising discoveries. Come and
explore this ‘forgotten’ war from the
perspective of the Vietnamese and
through the eyes of members of our
community. Where do we see hope today
arising from the conflicts of the past?
3

Volunteer
Communications
Co-ordinator required
Are you good at design, publicity and
advertising?
If so, may we earmark an hour or so of your
valuable time each week to co-ordinate promotion
etc. in the form of posters, leaflets, web site, and
social media (where applicable) covering events
at our seven churches?
We would plan to identify one person from
each church to act as your liaison officer providing
you with details of events, services etc. from
which to design the appropriate format – the
printing would be handled by the church office.
Please contact Anne or Ray at the church
office at Lockeridge – telephone 01672 861786.
Upper Kennet Churches Benefice Council

Avebury Day - 10th September 2016

LUNCH EVENT

CABBAGE SUNDAY
SUNDAY 25TH SEPTEMBER
AT AVEBURY CLUB
STARTING 12.30
Cabbage Sunday is an auction which
raises funds for local charities which this
year are Wiltshire Air Ambulance, St Julia’s
Hospice, Devizes and Kennet Community
Transport
The items are not all of particularly high
value so there will be something to suit all
pockets and ages.
Your support on the day is invaluable but we also need
your help with donations. Hopefully these will include
garden produce; preserves, pickles, wines; unwanted gifts,
toys/games and the ever popular homemade cakes.
Donations towards the “booze hamper” would be most
welcome.
So bring the family along for a good time and help raise
money for local charities.
Hot Dogs and Burgers for sale with drinks available from
the Club.
Contact: Nigel Fielder 01672 539317 or Steve and
Thelma Fulford on 01672 539308 with your kind donations.
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING
YOU ON THE DAY

Replies Requested Please!
We have had good levels of response to our
invitations so far, but still have (literally) hundreds of
residents who have yet to reply. PLEASE can
everyone in the Parish who has received an invitation
letter reply to us! It's easy to do - you can drop the
reply off in the Henge Shop, email the Committee at
yesplease@aveburyday.org.uk, or send the reply
form back via the post to the address on the letter.
The event is shaping up wonderfully well but we
desperately need replies for the lunch event, so we
really would urge everyone to reply as quickly as they
can!
With best wishes from the Committee.

Avebury & District W.I.
Cra8 Group
The Craft Group holds a meeting on the afternoon of the first
Wednesday of every month at the Social Centre, Avebury from 2 4pm.
All are welcome. You do not need to be a W.I. member to attend.
The cost is £3 per session. There are quilting courses and a variety
of other crafts.
For further details call Margaret on 539184

Marlborough Medical Practice Patient
Participation Group (PPG) Update
Did you know…?
If you are planning a long trip away, you can request up to three months’ worth of your repeat medication from the
dispensary. Please ensure you make these requests in good time as we cannot guarantee to provide medication at the
last minute
Timescales are slightly different for controlled drugs or monitored dosage systems, and we would ask that you
contact dispensary as soon as possible in advance of your trip, and no later than a week before you travel.
When taking certain medication abroad, you may require a letter from your GP to explain why you have it and its
usage. We can provide this letter, which can take up to two weeks to produce, and there will be a charge.
In addition to taking your medication for pre-existing medical conditions with you, it is a good idea to take a repeat
slip with you, listing all your current regular medications, and ensure you carry this with you on your trip.
We are not able to provide an NHS prescription for some travel medication, such as if you require a flight calmer. In
these situations, you would require a private prescription for which there is a minimum fee of £10.
For more information about any of the above, contact dispensary on (01672) 514878

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk
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Avebury Shop
Shop Phone Number:
01672 539200
Please note new summer
opening hours:
Monday- Saturday 9am - 5pm,
Sundays & Bank Holidays 10.30 – 4:30
AGM
Our AGM was held in June and
Ceri from Brinkworth Dairies gave
a fascinating talk about her
cheeses.
The audience were
very appreciative and enjoyed
lots of samples with some wine.
Lots of cheese was bought at the
end of the meeting.
The existing committee was reelected as there were no new nominations. They
are:Muriel Dobson – Company Secretary
Chris Gater – Treasurer
Ian Willoughby – Accountant
Jayne Telling – Volunteer Trainer
Michèle Lomas – Chair
Meet the Team
Josh Harding is
one
of
our
youngest
volunteers. He
started
volunteering at
the shop two
years
ago
before he went
to
university.
He
enjoyed
working in the
shop so much that he has come back again this
summer to help in his holidays.
Josh is studying Computer Science at the
University of Hertfordshire and has just finished his
first year. His ambition is to be a programmer as
he loves solving problems.
Josh’s favourite product is Olive bread which he
likes as it is difficult to find in other shops.
Josh enjoys volunteering because of the fantastic
managers we have in the shop.
He also loves
talking to the customers and especially all our
visitors from far and wide.
If this has inspired you to volunteer, please call at
the shop and speak to Lyn, Lynda or Holly our
managers or give us a ring on 01672 539200.
Picnic Time
If you are planning a picnic, don’t forget that the
shop stocks lots of things to help. We have cold
meats, pies, slices, vegetarian pies and vegetarian
pasties, fruit, yoghurts, drinks, crisps and everything
you could need to make your picnic go with a
swing.
Local Deliveries
Please don’t forget that we can deliver to you if you
are unable to come into the shop. Just give us a
ring on the number at the top of this article.

TABLE TOP SALE
in aid of AVEBURY COMMUNITY
SPORTS FIELD at AVEBURY
SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
SATURDAY 17th SEPTEMBER, from 10 a.m.
Would you like to book a table to sell at this new event at the
Avebury Sports & Social Club?
Contact Maggie Lewis, Secretary to Avebury Sports and
Recreation Committee, for more information, (01672) 539607
or email durranhouse@hotmail.com

Michele Lomas (Chair of Avebury Community Shop)
www.upperkennetnews.co.uk
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Open
Gardens
Sunday 14 August 2016, 2 - 5pm
Broad Hinton, Swindon,
SN4 9RH
5 diverse gardens in this picturesque
Downland village are being opened to the
public.
Park at the Church and buy your ticket from
the village hall and experience the gardens
on foot. The gardens are all within easy reach
of each other. Refreshments including tea,
coffee and squash as well as home made
cakes and cream tea, will be available in the
village hall.
Tickets are £4 per adult for entry to all
gardens.

Avebury Rocks 2016
Many thanks to all those locally who
supported Avebury Rocks this year - on
the walk and at the concert. Avebury
and surrounding villages were well represented. Over
£500 worth of tickets were bought from Avebury Shop
and more were purchased through the Prospect
website. Thanks too to Avebury Club for hard work
and great drinks, and to Laura and all at East Farm.
If you have any comments about the event – positive
or negative – we would love to hear from
you before any planning for a future event
starts.
Email: michaelpolack@btinternet.com with
any thoughts.

Sue Blow Chairs
Traditional Upholstery Workshops

NEWS FROM THE TOWER
Practice Nights: Tuesdays
7.30 pm - 9.00 pm.
Telephone to check during the holiday period.
Training Morning Saturday, 24th September, 10am – 12noon
QUARTER PEAL
SATURDAY, 13th AUGUST, 4pm – 5pm
Three consecutive practices were cancelled recently
because ringers were away or had other commitments; the
following week we had ten ringers! This was partly because
several of the All Cannings ringers wanted some extra
practice in preparation for a quarter peal they are planning in
memory of one of their ringers who died recently.
The Branch Quarterly Business Meeting was at Bromham in
July. In a change of format, the ringing was in the morning at
St. Nicholas’ Church, this was followed by lunch at The Owl
and the business meeting. The change was very popular with
the members.
There will be no service ringing during August as the services
move around the Benefice for the holiday month. Practices
will continue when enough ringers are available, telephone to
check.
There will be a QUARTER PEAL ON SATURDAY, 13th
AUGUST, between 4pm and 5pm.
Mary Davidge Tel: 01672 513819
Belfry Correspondent

Upholstery Leisure classes in
Winterbourne Monkton
Sue Blow Chairs will be running a series of two day
upholstery workshops throughout August. There will also be
the option of four and five day programmes depending on
demand.
Fees: £80 per day; (materials extra) 9.30am – 4.30pm
Numbers will be limited to 4 students. Individual tuition by
arrangement. Some tools and materials will be available to
borrow. The workshops will focus on traditional upholstery
techniques. These use fibre and hair and you will learn how
to rebuild your chair, seat or stool from the bare frame.
The workshops will not be suitable for larger items such as
Parker Knoll style chairs or sofas as we do not have room.
Workshop dates:
Aug: 1-2; 3-4; 8-9; 10-11; 15-16; 17-19; 22-23; 24-25.
Note that some of these two day sessions may be run back
to back as four day programmes.
Courses will be held at a private workshop in Winterbourne
Monkton.
Evening courses starting in September. Please enquire for
details.
Contact details: Sue Blow 01672 539 689
sue.blow@susanblow.co.uk

2 day courses in August
Evening classes September
Winterbourne Monkton
01672 539689
sue.blow@susanblow.co.uk
www.upperkennetnews.co.uk
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Marlborough and District
Embroiderers Guild
LISA EARLEY – “THE NATURE OF MENDING” – 6 JULY 2016
Lisa opened her talk by speaking about her 15 year background as a
textile designer for the fashion industry, as well as teaching Sixth Form
and University students. Since completing an MA in Textiles in 2011
Lisa began concentrating on her own work and exhibiting with the
Prism group of Textile Artists.
Prior to 2010 her work mainly comprised of etching and print making,
but Lisa then moved onto fine art - Lisa’s work was influenced by the
sculptures of Barbara Hepworth.
Lisa’s commission of The Nature of Mending project was inspired by
the work of Anna Freud in relation to the children of the
Kindertransport during WWII. Some of the archived documents have
been digitally printed onto cloth showing how children who were
“broken” by losing their families eventually were “mended”.
Lisa concluded by telling us about the piece of Textile Art purchased
by the Embroiderer’s Guild depicting poppies, which was inspired by
the work of Paul Nash, a surrealist painter who became a war artist in
WWII. All in all, Lisa was a very interesting and inspiring speaker.
There will be no meeting in August. The next meeting of the
Marlborough & District Embroiderers’ Guild will be on Monday 5
September when the speaker “will be Isabelle Jourdan and her talk will
be entitled “Wild Woman Weaving. The doors will open at 13.30 for a
14.00 start. All are welcome and if you require further information
please ring 01672 861658 or visit our website:
http://www.marlboroughembroiderers.org for further information.

Harvest Supper
And
40th Anniversary of the
Kennet Valley Hall.
Saturday
10th September 7.00p.m.
At the Kennet Valley Hall

Fyfield and West
Overton Parish Council
News
Best Kept Village Competition
Congratulations to Lockeridge who came
second in their group in this competition.

Wiltshire Steward Scheme
The system of local stewards who are
available to deal with various tasks in the
area, is being re-started. If you notice any
problems with roads, verges, and so on,
please e-mail the Clerk, who will report the
matter to the steward. Hopefully this will
resolve minor problems more quickly and
efficiently. Also let the Clerk know about
footpaths that need clearing.
parishclerk.fyfield@googlemail.com

Annual Prospect
Hospice
Garden Fete
Saturday 3rd September
Prospect Hospice, Moormead
Road,
Wroughton, SN4 9BY
12-4pm
Our annual traditional fete, held in
the grounds of the hospice, is our
opportunity to welcome the
community to come to us.
There is plenty for everyone
including stalls, games, family
entertainment and refreshments.
The fete opens at 12 noon and finishes
at 4pm. A free park and ride service will
be provided by Thamesdown Transport
from Nationwide House, Pipers Way as
there will be no parking on site.

Tickets: £6.00 Adults,
£4.00 under 16’s

Available from:
Jean 01672 861423
Mary 01672 861279

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk

The Furniture & White Goods Charity
To donate or purchase items please call:
01380 720200/720722
Unit 6B Hopton Ind. Est, Devizes, SN10 2EU
www.kfr.org.uk
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ANTIQUE CLOCKS
Musical Boxes and Barometers
REPAIRS AND SALES
B.A.D.A. and B.H.I. Qualified
Established over 30 years

Time RestoredLimited
20 High Street
Pewsey SN9 5AQ
01672 563 544

K. A. Callaway.
Great Bedwyn
WOODSTOVES &
CHIMNEY LININGS
Woodstoves: many makes, new and second
hand discounted.
Flue lining: Stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed TV flue
camera for internal chimney inspection.
Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection.
FREE site visit and advice recommended
Tel: 01672 870619
Mobile: 0860 722646

MOONS
OVENCLEANING
Local – Professional - Affordable
Let us do the dirty work with tender loving care of your oven,
hob, range, Aga, microwave, extractor, or BBQ,
using our eco-friendly and non-caustic system

Call now on 01672 556404
or 07723 048436
www.moonsovencleaning.co.uk
The same Father/Son run business established
in 2003 but with a new name

F. DEWEY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS PEWSEY
PORTMAN HOUSE 3 MARKET PLACE PEWSEY WILTS SN9 5AA

Telephone: Marlborough (01672) 563440

•
•
•
•

Independent Family Funeral Directors
24 Hour Caring & Professional Service
Private Chapel of Rest
Providing a Complete & Dignified Funeral Service

RIDGE HOUSE
BED & BREAKFAST
FYFIELD
Contact: Virginia Hemery
Tel: +44 (0) 1672 861527
Email: bookings@ridgehouse.info
Website: www.ridgehouse.info

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk
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S WIF T Services Ltd

H E A T I N G
SERVICING

E N G I N E E R S

INSTALLATION

MAINTAINANCE

1 Glenmore Business Centre.
Hopton Park
Tel: 01380 726284
London Rd. Devizes
Fax: 01380 726297
SN10 2EQ

Brian Watts
Brickwork, Ceramic Tiling, Painting
and Decorating, Garden Fencing and
General Maintenance.
With 30+ years of experience, there isn't much I haven't
come across, so for a free quotation or simply to 'Pick
my brain!' Contact me:5 Southfield,
West Overton,
Wilts, SN8 4HE

Phone: 01672 861438
Mobile: 07732989650
E-mail: brianwattsbuilds@gmail.com

WELDING

BREAKDOWN

M.O.T.S. SERVICING

CHALKY'S
WORKSHOP
Hillside Farm, Rhyles Lane,
Lockeridge,
TEL: 01672 861123

C. P. FLOOD
Carpentry and Joinery
City & Guilds
Over 30 years experience
Kitchen fitting
Cut roofs
Wardrobes
Door hanging
Etc
Contact: 01672 861830 Mobile: 07708 010465
West Overton, SN8 4ER

SHEPPARD DECORATORS
Local, established, traditional,
perfectionist painters and decorators
We take pride in our work and have a passion for the
upkeep of old English houses and period properties.
Contact Darren Sheppard for a friendly quote, no job too
small.
www.sheppard-decorators.co.uk
Tel: 01380 501898 Mob: 07876 433655
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Our school has deserved ice lollies for everyone at Joseph! at the Mayflower Theatre in
Southampton performing with the
been buzzing this the end of the day.
term with a huge Music – Kennet Valley’s Got Talent! London cast. What an amazing
range of cirricular Our children amazed us with the experience for him. What a star!
and non-cirricular broad range of performances from Caleb and Martha Caudle enjoy
activities and end singing and dancing to playing their gymnastics and have achieved level
of
term instruments both as solos and in 7 and 2 respectively in the BAGA –
excitement! It is a groups over a week of special excellent! Tilly in year 5 continues to
time of preparing to move on, with morning assemblies. We have a succeed in her singing and dancing
the new starters for next term joining record number of children playing competitions winning an assortment
us for some taster sessions in the woodwind, guitar and drums this of medals! Impressed! Georgina Fry
Reception class (when we see out year. Hopefully this will be become has achieved level 6 in swimming
and Amber Boyer was selected to
current reception children excited at an exciting annual event.
I am also pleased to announce that compete for Penguins in the County
the thought of becoming year ones
and taking on responsibility for the next term we will be welcoming Chris Trials – very well done girls! Oliva
new little ones!) and our year 6’s Turner from A.C.T.S music school to Hancock and Oliver Weru-Peel
have had time at St John‘s to aid provide whole class music lessons received special awards for their
within the school day and to provide football skills at Avebury Football
their transition there.
Club.
We all went to the Zoo - A highlight a hugely popular after school choir.
this month was a whole school trip Year 6 Leavers production – what a School Family Camp – Around 30
to Bristol Zoo. This wouldn’t have fabulous performance from these 12 families camped for a night on the
been possible without our parent pupils who were very well supported Hues farm this month, enjoying
helpers, so huge thanks to them all. by our year 5’s. After only just a few space and freedom to race about
The
children
enjoyed
some weeks of rehearsals they pulled off a with an evening BBQ and bacon
educational sessions about the super performance with some great butties for breakfast! It was a lovely
animals which included learning acting, dancing (including the fun occasion and has become an
about how mini beasts protect Charleston!) and singing under the annual event. Many thanks to the
themselves. All the children were talented direction of Mrs France. The Hues for enabling this. The site was
brilliantly well-behaved throughout children performed with confidence just perfect, in a small valley
the day, with many nodding off to and as always sang brilliantly. The surrounded by cornfields and the
audience demanded a number of most stunning blue linseed fields.
sleep on the way home!
We look forward to seeing our
Sports Day – What great fun! We well-deserved encores!
We gave thanks for the skill, friends and neighbours at the
began with a family picnic at the
talents and achievements of these Avebury Fun Day in September,
Kennet Valley Hall, followed by
games organised by our year 5&6 children at a special service for the where the Friends will be serving
pupils before the traditional races whole school and parents in West afternoon teas both to support this
began. The team spirit shown by our Overton Church at the end of term. local event and to help raise funds
pupils of all ages was outstanding This is always very moving having for school.
and left many parents and teachers watched the children grow and Jenny Haines leaves school after 42
with a tear in their eyes! There were develop over the years and we wish years! About 100 people joined
this special group of pupils well on together to mark Jenny’s amazing
some great occasions where pupils
really encouraged those who were their journey to secondary school. years of service to the school and to
struggling and spontaneously went We hope they will stay in touch with wish her a happy retirement. Jenny
to join them and ran alongside them us to share the next stage of their deserves a well-earned rest after
serving the school in so many ways,
to the finishing line. This really school adventures!
as
the office
demonstrates the spirit of Kennet Success out of school – Such a most recently
of
activities
and administrator.
Valley School where friendships and range
We are now all ready for
caring for others exist across the age achievements…Congratulations to
ranges. We were delighted that the following pupils: Ellie in year 6 sunshine, fun, rest and the Olympics
David Hemery was kindly able to join has been training really hard and in the summer holidays and will be
us (in his Olympic Team GB tracksuit was awarded runner–up in a doubles back with an update of school life in
– the children were most impressed!) table tennis competition. Fantastic! October.
to open the afternoon and start the Francesca Hutton has won gold and
races. He was able to share some bronze medals in synchronized
top tips with the pupils especially in swimming and Tom Gittins was
Mrs Karen Venner, Headteacher
the 300 and 600 metre races. I am awarded two trophies from Pewsey
sure you may have heard us football club for leadership and team
and
also
outstanding
supporting the children and cheering spirit
them on their way! Thank you to The contribution. Brilliant! Sammy Till
Friends for providing some well- Vattier took part in the choir in

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk
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Field School, University of Reading
will give an overview of this year’s
season of archaeological
investigations close to the River Avon
at Marden, Wilsford and Charlton as
part of the ongoing Vale of Pewsey
Project, a collaborative research
programme linking the Stonehenge
landscape to the south with Avebury
to the north. In addition to continuing
excavations at Marden and Wilsford,
fieldwork in 2016 will include
environmental sampling and the
Thursday 1 September, 7.30pm: investigation of the River Avon.
“On a Glass Lightly”
Maggie Faultless will speak about the Thursday 3 November, 7.30pm:
“Endangered Archaeology in the
remarkable renaissance of glassMiddle East and North Africa:
engraving in the mid-twentieth
recent research”
century, largely the work of Sir
Laurence Whistler and his son Simon, Our speaker, Dr Robert Bewley is
Project Director of the Endangered
both of whom lived in Alton Barnes.
The slides will present examples from Archaeology in the Middle East and
the finest stipple work on hand-blown North Africa (EAMENA) Project, based
goblets, to the largest church window in the University of Oxford. The
by Simon Whistler, the east window in project aim is to record, by examining
the church at West Lavington, not far aerial photography and satellite
images, threatened archaeological
from Alton.
sites and landscapes and to make
Thursday 13 October, 7.30pm: “The information about them available. Dr
Bewley was formerly Head of Aerial
Vale of Pewsey Project: the 2016
Survey at English Heritage; he is an
season of archaeological
Honorary Visiting Professor at the
investigation”
Dr Jim Leary, Director of Archaeology Institute of Archaeology, London and
has specialist expertise as a field

The Alton Talks for
Autumn 2016
in aid of Alton Barnes St
Mary’s Church and the
Coronation Hall
to be held in the
Coronation Hall, Alton
Barnes

archaeologist and in aerial
photography. He will show, with
images, how the internationally
significant archaeological heritage of
the Middle East and North Africa is
vulnerable to such threats as
agricultural practices, urban
expansion, warfare and looting. He
will also demonstrate how the
EAMENA Project is mapping,
evaluating and monitoring such sites
so that they may be effectively
protected in future. This work is
especially important in, for example,
Syria, Libya, Iraq and Yemen, where
access on the ground is
currently either impossible or severely
restricted.
Tickets: £8 for each talk; £21 for
all three talks
Please send an SAE with a
cheque made out to
“Alton Barnes Coronation Hall”,
to: Alton Talks 2016, 1 The Old
Smithy, Alton Priors, Marlborough
SN8 4JX.
Tel. 01672 851859.

BABYSITTING/DOGSITTING
Do you need a babysitter? I am 19, and will be back from uni in the summer
holidays – 1st July to the 24th September. I am happy to babysit children of
any age at any time…
I am also happy to dog sit or dog walk
(Work experience from Woodpecker’s
Nursery, Bristol and locally in West Overton
and East Kennet)
Please contact: Imi Dobie
01672 861882 or 07795 290390
imogen.dobie@jesus.ox.ac.uk (best contact
during term time)

Flowers designed for all occasions by Kerry

ON CALL DAY & NIGHT
01672 512444 OR 810727
WKLMN YKOP LMNPMN RMKP
MKOQRMOMSLT WUQVWTUOX
SN8 1LH

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk

Beautiful flowers for all occasions to include weddings, funerals and
gift flowers. Delivery to Swindon, Swindon Villages and Marlborough.
Telephone: (01672) 539840 or 07825 871984
Email: Kerry@poppywillow-flowers.co.uk
Www.poppywillow-flowers.co.uk
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M J Sly
New Memorials and Restorations
All types of memorials
Handcrafted to a high standard in our own workshops at
Pelham Court, London Road
Marlborough

**FREE Quotes Given**
Telephone: (01672) 516797

(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd
SPECIALISTS IN
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING SYSTEMS
Servicing & repairs / Installation
Landlord’s Certificates / Gas Safety Records

martin@mjsly.co.uk

Tel: (01793) 536871
Email: general@austinheat.com
Website: www.austinheat.com

For a free memorial brochure
S. White

Trading for over 40 years

GARDEN MAINTENANCE
GRASS CUTTING
HEDGE CUTTING
TREE FELLING
PLANTING

Tel: 01672 861566
Mob: 07917 353314

GETT
Landscaping
Patios, Decking, Driveways
Fencing, Turfing, Seeding,
Hedgecutting.
All types of groundwork
Contact: Tim Smith
Mob: 07811 142390
Also available Machine Hire and Driver Incl:
Mini Digger
Skid Steer
Telescopic Handler
Tractor & Implements
Fully insured. Phone for a free quote

EARTHWISE
GARDEN DESIGN LTD.
ANYA HOPE MEDLIN
(MA Cantab)
Qualified and experienced
horticulturalist and garden designer
offers an individual and personal
service.
* Complete design and build service
* Planting plans for complete gardens or single borders
* Restoration of neglected gardens
* Consultation and plant sourcing
* Wild gardens/personalised retreats

Tel/Fax 01672 861462 Mobile 07970 590674
e-mail:- anya.earthwise@googlemail.com

Est. 1991

D. W. Oliver TreeB.Sc.A.I.W.Sc.
Services Ltd
TREE PRUNING
LANDSCAPING
WOODCHIPPING
TREE FELLING
FORESTRY C ONTRACTING
FENCING
Tel 01672 861310
Mobile 07976 644706
FOR A FREE QUOTE
£5M INSURANCE
Tree Surgery works carried out by qualified staff

VtÜÑxà VÄxtÇ
e|v~ç YÄ|Çà
Est. 1997
Friendly local service
Professional work
at sensible prices
Call for no obligation quote
Mobile: 07799 215837
Great Bedwyn 01672 871414

E-mail: info@dwoliver.com
Web: www.dwoliver.com
www.upperkennetnews.co.uk
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Kennet Valley 60+
This month's meeting was all about the Mobility Store, it
was a very interesting talk and we were shown all manner of
things to help in lots of different areas, even some snazzy
design cases for disability badges, which would make good
gifts. There are Mobility stores in Marlborough, Wroughton and
Bourton on the Water, you can even hire a mobility scooter to
use in town so that you don't have to load your own equipment
in to your car, all this for the cost of £16 a year and £3 a time,
it makes good sense.
There were all sorts of things to help with post operative
care which not only help the patient but also make life easier
for the carer, one that lots of people liked the look of was a
scooter designed for those who have one leg incapacitated
because of a broken ankle, leg etc. You could kneel the bad
leg on the scooter and use the good leg to propel yourself, it
looked great fun! There was a magic phone which called who
ever you needed just by speaking into it, handbag sized
collapsable walking sticks, walking sticks to match your outfits,
cosy feet shoes for all occasions and all kinds of water works
solutions! To cap it all they have maintenance mechanics to
sort out all the technical problems even if you didn't buy the
item from them, sounds like a win win situation.
Money was collected for the trip to the Isle of Wight and
tea, biscuits and the raffle concluded the afternoon. Next
month's meeting will be the very entertaining Ray Rummings
who will deliver part 2 of his talk on Avebury and Neighbouring
Villages.

Head chef at wagamama for over 10 years and trained as
a chef in Burma, Aung Johnson-Moe brings quality
Burmese cuisine to Lockeridge, near Marlborough on
Friday 2nd September at a pop-up restaurant in Kennet
Valley Village Hall. Menu and booking details online –
www.yathacatering.com

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk
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near the altar which is there to allow the water level of the
gravel bed, on which the cathedral sits, to be measured. If
Ch-ch-changes!
this dried out it would be disastrous for the building! Tea in
I am very honoured to have been elected to follow in Mary the Refectory Café was most welcome as we absorbed all
Beale’s (and other illustrious predecessors) footsteps as the information that we had been given.
president of Avebury & District WI. I hope that I can
continue to follow their excellent example.
Avebury Day – Saturday 10th September
I didn’t make the best start as I missed my very first
meeting in May due to a long planned trip to France with The WI will again be taking part by helping to decorate the
my husband but Charlotte Powell, a past President, kindly marquee for the village lunch and running a cake and
stood in for me and the resolutions around dementia care produce stall. We would like all members to provide 2
and food waste were debated and voted on.
containers (jam jars are fine!) of garden flowers to go on
Our cake stall at Open Farm Sunday on the 5th June was a the tables in the marquee as well as help to put up the
great success with lots of delicious cakes made by bunting and lay the tables on the morning of the event.
members to sell to the people coming to enjoy the fantastic Please let me know if you are able to produce cakes,
weather and great setting. Ben & Katherine, Julie and scones, jams, marmalades, chutneys or pickles for our stall
Robin had obviously put a great deal of work in to make and if you can help sell all the goodies.
the day such a success. The cake stall took £196.20! I hope everyone is enjoying the weather, while it lasts!
Thank you again to all who made the cakes.
Our garden visit in June was to the garden of Rupert and Maggie Lewis
Gill Wade in Market Lavington. Despite the threat of President, Avebury & District WI
thunder it was a very warm, sunny afternoon and perfect (01672 539607) / durranhouse@hotmail.com
for enjoying their charming garden. Mr Wade uses no
pesticides and encourages nature in his cottage style
garden and our 13 of our members
enjoyed the lovely setting with lots
of areas of interest as well as tea
and cake provided by Mrs Wade.
On 14th July 13 members and one
husband took a tour of Salisbury
Cathedral guided by Chris Rogers
who gave us such a fascinating
history
of
the
cathedral’s
construction at our March meeting.
Meeting outside the west front Chris
pointed out some of the features of
this
magnificent
piece
of
architecture before leading us
inside. We spent a wonderful hour
and a half learning about the history
of the cathedral, its construction and
some of its secrets, such as the
small opening cut into a flagstone

Avebury & District WI

Above: Members of Avebury W.I. relax in the café at
Salisbury Cathedral after an intensive guided visit with
Chris Rogers.
Left: The resident Peregrine Falcon rests on a high
pinnacle of Salisbury Cathedral’s spire.
Far left: The chiming clock in the cathedral.

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk
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What’s On At AVEBURY SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB
Thursday Darts and Friday Skittles League Nights
see website for fixtures
Unless stated all activities start at approx. 8.30 pm

AUGUST

Saturday 6th – Booked for Private Event – Members can use Pool Room
Saturday 13th – RAF Yatesbury Plaque Presentation – Meet, chat and see the historic photos
Saturday 20th – Cash Prize Bingo
Saturday 27th – Music Quiz with a Difference !!!

SEPTEMBER

Saturday 3rd - Prize Bingo - in aid of Stuart Vinter see his story www.gofundme.com/hzbzxy6s
Saturday 10th – Avebury Day – come along and have a wonderful day.
Saturday 17th – Morning at 10.00am Table Top Sale - in aid of ACSReC
Evening – Race Night – in aid of Kennet Valley School.
Saturday 24th – Skittles & Darts Night
Sunday Bingo - Eyes down 8.00pm - ££ Cash prizes
New Date for Your Diary - AUCTION of PROMISES– Saturday 19th November 2016
Supporting Wiltshire Air Ambulance, Kennet Community Transport,

Avebury Cricket Club and Avebury Sports & Social Club
Avebury Club is available to hire, contact Alan Blake – Secretary on 07860 112455 or email at AveburyClub@aol.com or alternatively
call Avebury Club (when open) on 01672 539258 or visit Avebury Club website to check availability. www.avebury-club.co.uk
ALL ENQUIRIES AND BOOKINGS ARE TO BE AGREED AND FINALISED WITH THE CLUB’S SECRETARY ONLY.

WHO’S WHO in the Upper Kennet Churches
RECTOR - REV’D MARIA SHEPHERDSON
01672 539643
The Rectory, 27 High Street, Avebury, SN8 1RF
email
mariashepherdson@rocketmail.com
If you require a priest in an emergency and are unable to contact Rev’d Maria please telephone one of the churchwardens.
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS
Mrs Claire Stiles
01793 731620 c.j.stiles@hotmail. co.uk
Mr Graham Kitchen
01672 861349 graham@grahamkitchen.com
BENEFICE OFFICE: Ray Manley, Anne Robinson (Mon-Thurs, 10am-1pm)
Tel: 01672 861786
e-mail: office@upkennet.eclipse.co.uk
Website: www.upperkennetchurches.org.uk
Address: The Garden Room, 62 Lockeridge, SN8 4EL
CHURCHWARDENS
AVEBURY
EAST KENNETT
WEST OVERTON
FYFIELD
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT
BROAD HINTON

Mrs Maureen Dixon
Mrs Sandra Hues
Mrs Helen Vickers
Mr Graham Kitchen
Mrs Jo Snape
Mrs Susan Rogers
Ms Vicky Evans
Ms Penny Gold
Mrs Glynis Long
Mr Peter Barry
Mrs Jenni Moseling
Miss Sally Cartwright

Benefice Council Lay Chairman Mr Mark Wightman
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL SECRETARIES
AVEBURY
Mr David Davidge
EAST KENNETT, FYFIELD
& WEST OVERTON
Mrs Susan Rogers
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON
Mr Bill Buxton
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT
Mr Martin Knight
BROAD HINTON
Mrs Marjorie Sykes

01672 539690
01672 539444
01672 539482
01672 861349
01672 861267
01672 861374
01672 861622
01672 539158
01793 731398
01793 731589
01793 731629
01793 731050

shues01@hotmail.com
brian.helen.vickers@googlemail.com
graham@grahamkitchen.com
josiesnape@aol.com
sjrogers44@gmail.com
vickyevans1@btinternet.com
goldpennygold@aol.com
glynislong@btopenworld.com
peter17.barry@gmail.com
jenni.moseling@btinternet.com
sally.cartwright@broadhinton.org.uk

01793 731452 wightman1944@btinternet.com
01672 513819 mail@dwdmar.plus.com
01672 861374
01672 539199
01793 731764
01793 731471

sjrogers44@gmail.com
bill.buxton@btinternet.com
martin@vintry.co.uk
marjorie.sykes@btinternet.com

MAGAZINES
UPPER KENNET NEWS in Fyfield, West Overton, East & West Kennett, Beckhampton, Avebur y Trusloe, Avebury,
Winterbourne Monkton & Berwick Bassett:
Editor David Throup, Longmynd, Lockeridge SN8 4ED
01672 861279
davidthroup@aol.com
Please send all copy including advertising and payment to David Throup.
Final copy date 20th of each month
LOCAL NEWS in Uffcott, Broad Hinton & Winterbourne Bassett:
Editor Dawn May
Final copy date 20th of each month

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk

01793 739130

3villageslocalnews@gmail.com
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Kennet Valley Amateur Dramatic Society

MOTHER GOOSE
The Kennet Valley Amateur Dramatic Society is pleased to announce their next
pantomime, which will be performed on Thursday the 26TH, Friday 27th and Saturday
the 28TH of January 2017.
We are looking for a choreographer, Actors (9yrs and upwards), musicians, stage
crew, scenery builders, scenery painters, people to help with the costumes, front of
house, hospitality etc..
So if you would like to join us and get involved please contact:
John Bartle
Email: jbartle@tiscali.co.uk
Tel: 01672 861484
Jean Clements
Email: Jean@jclements.orangehome.co.uk
Tel.: 01672 861423
Sam France
Email: sam.harvey.41@hotmail.co.uk
Auditions will be held at the Kennet Valley Hall on Thursday the 22th of September;
7:00pm to 9:00pm.

Art On Slate Workshops
Hello ladies, gents & teenagers. I would like to tell
you about the monthly slate painting workshops that
we hold in Avebury, Wiltshire, UK. These workshops
are especially aimed at those that say they can't
even paint a stick man. Well, I will show you how you
can paint much better than a stick man. Using
templates and step by step instructions you will leave
with a beautiful painting produced by yourself on a
gorgeous piece of natural Welsh slate which has
been sculpted and prepared by my talented husband
Tom. All materials supplied as well as laughter, tea,
coffee & Bikkys. Just £20 per person. Book your seat
now and I'm told these workshops are very addictive
so beware hehehehe.
www.kerrymckennaslates.com
Email: kerrymckenna@btinternet.com
Mob: 07540071337
Dates available are:
Elephant workshop take your pick which night
Thursday 21st or Friday 22nd July. 7-10pm.
Tree goddess workshop.
Monday 15th August. 7-10pm.
Butterfly workshop take your pick which night suits.
Thursday 25th or Friday 26th August. 7-10pm.
Avebury standing stones workshop.
Friday 23rd September 7-10pm.
Mountain scene workshop.
Friday 28th. October 7-10pm.
Choose your scene workshop.
Friday 25th. November 7-10pm.
The peacock workshop.
Friday 16th. December 7-10pm.
Other workshops will be added if required and I can
hold them in your home/club/pub. Minimum of 6
please. These workshops are very original, unique,
fulfilling, addictive & fills you with pride. See you
sooooooooooon

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk
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Mack’s Handyman Services
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