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Can you give yourself  

25 minutes a fortnight? 
Just to relax, turn off, and forget the trials and stresses 

of life, and everyday pressures, and to enjoy a time of 

peace, calm and silent reflection. 

Every fortnight on a Wednesday evening at East 

Kennett Church from 6.00 to 6.25pm we hold a Taize 

meditation service: a chance to just sit quietly and relax 

and enjoy the silence and the peace by candlelight, with a 

background of occasional singing - often accompanied by 

guitar playing, plus a few words of wisdom and brief 

prayers – but mainly peace and calm. 

No complicated service to follow, just peace and 

relaxation. 

Put these dates in your diary and drop in to join us when 

you feel like it: 

Wednesday  5th August  

Wednesday  19th August & 

Wednesday  2nd September 

 
We look forward to seeing you. 

Graham Kitchen, Jo Snape and Lindie White  

The Return of the 

Prodigal Son – 

Rembrandt 

- Being received 

back by his 

Father after his 

wanderings - 

 

I’m currently 

reading through 

Homer’s great poem The Odyssey in 

anticipation of seeing Christopher 

Nolan’s new movie. For an 8 th century 

Greek poet it is very readable - certainly 

in the Fagles translation I’m reading.  I 

find the whole idea of the story 

fascinating.  For this isn’t about the hero 

going out on his/her heroic journey.  It 

focusses on the bit once the battle is 

over, the final part of any journey – the 

return home.  When we go on a journey 

the return home usually has a sense of 

being naturally drawn back to where we 

live. We expect the return home from 

our adventures to be the easier part.  Yet 

the Nostos or ‘homecoming’ for 

Odysseus has more challenges than ever 

as he tries to get home. And once home 

he has to battle to get his house in order 

for it has descended into chaos since he 

left. Fortunately, our own homecomings 

are less likely to be as dramatic as 

Odysseus, who had to kill off all the 

false suitors who were bothering his 

wife!  

 

There is something about heading 

towards the Autumn of our days with 

the wisdom of a lifetime of experience, 

rediscovering everything anew.  A 

bringing home of all we have learnt. 

 

As T.S. Eliot famously wrote in the last 

of his Four Quartets:   

 

We shall not cease from exploration 

And the end of all our exploring  

Will be to arrive where we started  

And know the place for the first time. 

 

When the last of earth left to discover  

Is that which was the beginning; 

 

If we are fortunate enough to live a long 

life and to move reflectively towards 

death, we can have a sense of gratitude 

for all our life adventures and we start to 

get a profound sense of our return. Our 

homecoming is a recognition that we go 

back to God with the treasures of all our 

experiences.  And all this will be shared 

with God who, like a loving parent, will 

sit with us by a celestial fireplace and 

relish the tale of every moment we have 

lived with the warm, fond delight of 

shared remembrance.  

Yet in the meantime, before we reach 

that final gateway, we can hold the 

wisdom of our life experiences as a 

lifeline to others.  If we can let go of the 

bitterness of any regrets, we can find 

ourselves more reflective, more 

magnanimous and more loving to those 

around us. We have finally learned to 

accept human foolishness, and to delight 

in seeing others enacting the story of 

their own, unique life adventure. The 

greatest show on earth is watching a 

child grow into adulthood and begin to 

take up their own story and play the lead 

in their own narrative. We have a 

natural impulse to want to guide and 

help. 

 

We have the great homecoming at the 

end of our lives but in our daily lives we 

also relish those little daily nostos 

homecomings. They are a great gift!  

What greater satisfaction is there than 

settling into home after a busy day and 

falling into a welcoming bed to soothe 

our battle-weary bodies zzz  … - until 

the morning alarm, of course, like a 

clarion call, that shakes us awake and 

announces a new daily adventure 

demanding our presence. 

 

Wishing you many happy 

homecomings. 

 

Every blessing 

Jonathan – the Rector 

 

 

 

Kennet Valley Lottery Club 
draw winners 

 

£100 Number    54 Mark Beverley 

  £75 Number    62 Sue Rogers 

  £50 Number    23 John Evans 
 

(Some winners prefer that their names are not published, in 

which case we just state the winning number) 
                  

If you would like to join the lottery, please pick up an 

application form from any church, or ring  

Jo Snape on 01672 861267 or  

email josiesnape@aol.com 

Another way to support our churches at West 
Overton, Fyfield and East Kennett  

Notice Board 
Funeral 

Pauline Ann Addis Broad Hinton 30 June  

100 Club 
Draw Results June 

(some winners prefer that their names are not published 

If you would like to join the lottery email: 

marksaunders888@gmail.com  

Your way to help support the churches of Winterbourne 

Monkton and Berwick Bassett 

Lottery is licensed by Wiltshire Council 

 

Rector’s Letter 

Published by the Upper 
Kennet Parochial Church 
Council  

1st £56.00 65 Nigel Fielder 

2nd £42.00 60 Penny Gold 

3rd £28.00 96 Juillet Fooks 

4th £14.00 17 Dave Windnett 
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UPPER KENNET CHURCHES SERVICES 

Sunday 2 August – Green 

Trinity 9 

Genesis 32.22-31 

Psalm 17.1-7,16 [or 17.1-7] 

Romans 9.1-5 

Matthew 14.13-21 

 

Sunday 9 August – Green 

Trinity 10 

Genesis 37.1-4, 12-28 

Psalm 105,1-6, 16-22, 45b 

[or 105.1-10] 

Romans 10.5-15 

Matthew 14.22-33 

 

Sunday 16 August – Green 

Trinity 11 

Genesis 45.1-15 

Psalm 133 

Romans 1-2a, 29-32 

Matthew 15. [10-20] 21-28 

Sunday 23 August – Green 

Trinity 12 

Exodus 1.8-2.10 

Psalm 124 

Romans 12.1-8 

Matthew 16.13-20 

 

Sunday 30 August – Green 

Trinity 13 

Exodus 3.1-13 

Psalm 105.1-6,23-26,45b 

or Psalm 115 

Romans 12.9-end 

Matthew 16.21-end 

Readings 

Morning Prayer  

8.30-9am daily 
Join us by zoom for half an hour to start the day in an 

atmosphere of quiet prayer and reflection with others, 

from the comfort of your own armchair. We are a 

small group who value this wonderful opportunity to gather ourselves 

for the day, to focus on what lies ahead and to enjoy silence together. 

For more details, the service sheet and the zoom link, contact: 

Sibella Laing:  01672 861600 or sibella.laing@outlook.com 

Upper Kennet Churches  

Home Visits & Home Communion 
Please contact the Church Office if you would like one 

of our Pastoral Team to come and visit you or if you 

cannot get to church and would like Home 

Communion.  

Telephone:  01672 861786     

e-mail:  upperkennetchurches@gmail.com 

  St Nicholas 
FYFIELD 

  

St Michael & 
All Angels 

WEST 

OVERTON 

Christ 

Church 
EAST 

KENNETT 

St James 
AVEBURY 

St Mary 

Magdalene 
WINTERB’NE 

MONKTON 

St Katherine 

& 
St Peter 

WINTERBO’NE 
BASSETT 

St Peter ad 

Vincula 
BROAD 

HINTON 

2 August 
Trinity 9 

8.30 am 
Holy 

Communion 

      
  

  
  

10.30 am 
Morning 

Service 

10 am 
Parish 

Communion 

Wednesday 
5 August 

  

    6 pm 
Meditation 

Service 

(Taizé) 

10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 
Service 

      

9 August 
Trinity 10 

  10 am 
Morning 

Service 

  10 am 
Parish 

Communion 

      

Wednesday 
12 August 

  

      10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 
Service 

      

16 August 
Trinity 11 

    8 am 
Morning 

Prayer 

  9.30 am 
Parish 

Communion 

  6 pm 
Evening 

Prayer 
Wednesday 
19 August 

  

    6 pm 
Meditation 

Service 

(Taizé) 

10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 
Service 

      

23 August 
Trinity 12 

  10 am 
Parish 

Communion 

          

Wednesday 
26 August 

  

      10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 
Service 

      

30 August 
Trinity 13 

        
  

  
  

10 am 
Parish 

Communion 

  

mailto:sibella.laing@outlook.com
mailto:upperkennetchurches@gmail.com
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Thank you 
It was all hands on deck at the East Kennett Christ Church 

this month as dozens turned out to help clear the church 

grounds. 

Villagers ranging in age from six to 95 all put in a shift to 

trim the nettles, get the ivy off the walks and chop down 

the shrubs on the graves. 

Much needed refreshments were provided by Jo Snape and 

Ali Read. 

Special mention to Brian Chilvers who showed us all it is 

possible to weed an entire church path in a heatwave - in 

your 90s. 

Hope the back has recovered Brian! 
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Avebury Parish Council   
www.aveburyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 
 

Parish Cleaning and Tidying 

The council submitted a request for gully cleaning 

and are awaiting to hear when this will be done. 

The parish steward will be back in the area at the 

end of September – if you see anything you wish 

for the council to put on the list then please ensure 

you email our clerk by 10th September. 

Highways 

APC has various requests into LHFIG (Local 

Highways and Footways Improvements Group) 

for works around the parish, including most 

recently the extension of the double yellow lines 

along the B4003. 

Going forwards such requests will be handled by 

the RSC (Road Safety Committee) – please reach 

out to out clerk in the normal way if you wish for 

them to consider specific requests.  

Summer Solstice 2026 

The Council was pleased that this year's Summer 

Solstice passed smoothly, with very few issues 

relating traffic management. Overall, the 

atmosphere in the village was calm, quiet and 

peaceful, and we would like to thank residents, 

volunteers and partner organisations for their 

support. 

The Council will now begin reviewing the 

resident permit scheme ahead of Summer Solstice 

2027. We recognise that there are lessons to be 

learned each year, and we will communicate any 

changes to the scheme as early as possible to give 

residents plenty of notice. 

The resident permit scheme is organised by 

Avebury Parish Council to help minimise 

disruption for local residents during the Solstice 

period. Councillors give their time voluntarily to 

administer the scheme, and while we appreciate 

that not everyone will agree with every aspect of 

the arrangements, we were disappointed by the 

behaviour and attitude shown towards some 

councillors during this year's process. We ask that 

everyone remembers that councillors are 

volunteers who are working in the best interests 

of the community and deserve to be treated with 

courtesy and respect. 

Playground Update 

We are pleased to share a small update on the 

playground area. We have recently installed a 

new picnic bench and a litter bin to help make the 

space more comfortable and keep it tidy for 

everyone. It’s wonderful to see so many children 

enjoying the facilities, and we’d like to thank all 

users for helping to look after this much-loved 

community space. 

Waste Management 

From last month, the bins that Avebury Parish 

Council is responsible for emptying have been 

moved to twice-weekly collections. This 

temporary arrangement will remain in place until 

the end of September 2026 to help manage higher 

use during the busier months and keep public 

areas clean and welcoming for everyone. 

The bins maintained by Avebury Parish Council 

are located at: 

· Big Arch 

· Green Street 

· Playground 

Please note that Avebury Parish Council is only 

responsible for these bins. If you notice any other 

public litter bins that are full or require attention, 

please continue to report them through MyWilts. 

 

 

Bus Shelter 

The Council approved repair works to the 

Beckhampton bus shelter following concerns 

about its condition after several years of limited 

maintenance. The repairs have now been 

completed, bringing the shelter back to a safe and 

usable standard. The shelter has also been 

repainted and treated with anti-graffiti paint to 

help protect it in the future. 

The Council has also agreed that the Clerk will 

research the cost of a replacement bus shelter, 

with a view to including provision for this in the 

2027/28 budget. 

Councillor Update  

Avebury Parish Council still has a vacant seat and 

we would warmly welcome new volunteers. It 

would be particularly helpful to have someone 

from Beckhampton, as we do not currently have a 

councillor from that part of the parish. Having 

representatives from across the parish helps 

ensure all areas are heard and properly 

represented. If you are interested, please get in 

touch with our Clerk, who can guide you through 

the next steps. 

2026 Meetings 

7:30pm at Avebury Social Centre 

Tuesday 1st September – Full Council 

Tuesday 15th September – Road Safety Committee 

Tuesday 6th October – Full Council 

Tuesday 3rd November – Full Council 

Tuesday 1st December – Full Council 

 

Contact your Parish Council 

Details for individuals can be 

found on our website. 

Alternatively contact our Clerk: 

Emma Watson,  

 

Kennet Valley 

School 
 

We have had a busy time with many varied 

activities as we approach the end of the School 

year. 

The Year 5/6 pupils had a fantastic time at the 

Athletics Festival at Marlborough College. 

The children took part in four events: throwing, 

jumping, sprinting and the 600-metre long-

distance run. They showed great determination, 

enthusiasm and effort throughout the day.  

What was especially pleasing to see was the 

wonderful support they gave one another. Pupils 

cheered each other on, offered encouragement 

and celebrated each other's achievements, 

helping everyone to do their very best.  

This was a fun -filled morning with lots of 

smiles, teamwork and sporting spirit. Well done 

to all involved!  
 

Our Year 3 & Year 4 children had a fantastic 

time in DT (Design & Technology) as they 

became budding chefs for the day.  After 

designing their own delicious pastry tarts using 

locally sourced seasonal fruits and vegetables, 

they carefully followed their recipes, measured 

their ingredients, and brought their tasty ideas to 

life.  

The highlight of the lesson was sampling and 

evaluating their tasty creations!  

The wonderful aromas drifting through the 

school had everyone wondering what was 

cooking—they definitely made the rest of the 

school feel very hungry!  

Well done Year 3 & Year 4, for showing such 

fantastic teamwork, listening skills, and 

enthusiasm. We think we’ve got some future 

chefs in the making. 
 

After two postponements because of the heat, 

we finally enjoyed our Sports Morning with a 

bright and early start. 

From sprints, long-distance and obstacle races to 

our Year 6 fun race featuring wellies and water 

guns, there was lots of fun for everyone!  

A huge well done to our Year 6 pupils for 

leading the whole-school warm-up and to all our 

children for showing amazing team spirit by 

cheering each other on every step of the way!  

Thank you to all our parents for coming along to 

support the children, and a special thank you to 

our Friends of Kennet Valley for the 

refreshments. We enjoyed a brilliant morning of 

friendship and fun. 
 

Our amazing Year 5/6 class then organised a 

fantastic fundraiser in support of Cancer 

Research.  

There was something for everyone to enjoy, 

including a break time tuck shop selling fruit 

and biscuits, beautiful jewellery stalls, delicious 

cakes, fun games like Guess the Sweets in the 

Jar, and the ever-popular Teddy Tombola!  

The event was brilliantly organised, and we all 

had a wonderful time taking part in all the 

activities while raising money for such a 

worthwhile cause.  

To help raise even more money for Cancer 

Research, the whole school took part in a 

sponsored obstacle course this week, finishing at 

the end of term with the exciting chance to soak 

the teachers.  

A huge congratulations to Year 5/6 for all their 

hard work, enthusiasm, and teamwork. You 

should all be incredibly proud of what you've 

achieved.  

A special thank you to Mrs Alexander for 

supporting and encouraging the children 

throughout the planning and organisation of this 

fantastic event. Your guidance helped make the 

events such a great success.  

Thank you to everyone who has supported this 

fantastic fundraising effort. 
 

Finally, we would like to thank all those both in 

the school community and outside who have 

supported us in many ways during this year. A 

special thanks to our teachers, parents, 

governors and of course the pupils without 

whom such a successful year could not have 

taken place. 
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 National Trust 

Avebury 

August Newsletter 
 
Summer holidays at Avebury  
We’ve got a summer of creativity, 
relaxed play, and outdoor adventures 
lined up for the summer holidays at 
Avebury. Try your hand at traditional 
games like hoopla, skittles, and a 
coconut shy in the manor garden, which 
will also feature croquet on the South 
Lawn and children’s teepees and books 
in the Church Garden. The refurbished 
Racquets Court will also host free arts 
and craft activities, with a special 
volunteer-led session every Friday over 
the holidays. Entry to Avebury Manor 
Garden is free for residents of Avebury 
Parish and dogs on short, fixed leads 
are welcome. 
 

Outdoor theatre: King Arthur and the 
Holy Fail 
The Three Inch Fools return to Avebury 
with their lively retelling of the legend of 
King Arthur on Friday 21 and Saturday 
22 August. Set on the South Lawn 
against the backdrop of Avebury Manor, 
the performances will begin at 6:30pm 
(gates open at 5:30pm). If you would 
like to join us, you can buy tickets 
though the Avebury National Trust 
website.   
 

Trust10 returns for two events 
Our free Trust10 trail run through the 
wider Avebury landscape is returning for 

two events on Sunday 23 August and 
Sunday 27 September. The 10k route 
includes hills, uneven terrain and some 
public roads, making it a rewarding 
challenge for runners of all abilities. 
Dogs on leads of up to two metres are 
welcome. Booking is essential and can 
be done through our website.  
 

Join us for a Sculpture Exhibition 
celebration  
Our 2026 Sculpture Exhibition opens in 
Avebury Manor Garden on Saturday 5 
September and celebrates its 10th 
anniversary this year. We’re giving 
Avebury Parish residents the chance to 
see this year’s exhibition first, with a 
preview event being held between 5-
7pm on Friday 4 September. Please 
email avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk if 
you would like to attend. You will also 
be able to get a first look at Artist in 
Residence Georgie Weedon’s new 
exhibition in the Racquets Court.  
 

Parking permits 
The car park on Avebury High Street is 
owned and managed by the National 
Trust. Residents of Avebury Parish can 
apply for a parking permit by emailing 
avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk with proof 
of address and their vehicle registration 
number. 
 

Getting in touch 
If you need to contact the team for any 

reason, please visit the Estate Office 

(Monday to Friday) or you can email us 

at avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk. 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE 

WINTERBOURNE MONKTON 

COMMUNITY HALL 
Registered Charity No 1199011 

 Please visit our Website wmch.club or follow us on Facebook. 

 

Hall Bookings can be made by e mail to  

wmch-booking@hotmail.com 

Events List 

We are always looking for new ideas for events. Any 
suggestions please let us know. 

Speak to a Committee Member or put a suggestion in 
our post box. 

 FridayAugust 14thFood Night   The DadVan  Burgers From 4.30pm 

Saturday August 29th    Coffee Morning 10.30am - 1,00pm 

Thursday Sept 17th    Pizzalola   From 4.30 

SaturdaySept 26th   Coffee Morning  10.30am - 1.00pm 

Friday October16th    Film Night  Film to be announced 

Saturday October 24th   Coffee Morning 10.30am  - 1.00pm 

Berwick Bassett & 

Winterbourne Monkton 

Parish Council 
In the July meeting the Council addressed 

matters relating to the use of Section 106 

funds to benefit the parish, the requested use 

by commercial organisations of the parish 

noticeboards, the emergency plan and its 

provisions. It noted progress on the website 

project and appreciated an update on 

Wiltshire Council matters from Cllr Jane 

Davies. 

Starting this month the Council is 

undertaking a survey to ask residents’ for 

their ideas for investing our considerable 

Section 106 funds in projects for the 

improvement of ‘open spaces’ in the parish. 

Although circumscribed by local authority 

rules, nothing is off-limits at this stage 

provided it is for the lasting benefit of the 

community as a whole. Details are on the 

village WhatsApp, noticeboards, and the 

Parish Council website This is a huge 

opportunity for all residents to have their 

say! 

A resident has asked whether they can 

advertise commercial activities/events on 

the Parish Council Noticeboards. Although 

this is not possible for practical and legal 

reasons, the Council recognises this need 

and will investigate the installation and 

operation of community noticeboards. 

Improvement in the Emergency Plan 

continues, with a focus on securing 

materials and identifying useful assets 

owned by residents which might be 

available in emergency. We also looked at 

the possibility of equipping the Community 

Hall with a range of emergency resources to 

enable it to be used as a focus for the parish. 

mailto:avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk
mailto:avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk
mailto:avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk
mailto:wmch-booking@hotmail.com
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT EVENT 

FOLLOW-UP 
As mentioned in last month’s edition of UKN, 

Parish Councillors are busy analysing the 

feedback from Parishioners about life in village 

and will report back in detail in due course.  

 

To summarise the feedback, the opportunity 

to share what people like about living here was 

welcomed and comments focused on the 

importance and value people placed on: nature, 

scenery and the environment; village life and 

social and cultural activities, local pubs and 

social spaces, transport and accessibility, and 

how safe and peaceful the area is.  Across the 

villages residents described a wide range of 

day-to‑day challenges alongside the things they 

believe are essential for the long‑term future of 

our villages. Comments focussed on the 

services, spaces and connections that sustain 

village life, as well as the risks that could 

undermine it, such as concerns about flooding, 

traffic and transport issues, poor IT and social 

connectivity and a lack of affordable housing. 

 

CONSIDERATE PARKING IN OUR 

VILLAGES 
The Parish Council has been made aware of 

problems caused by cars that are parked close 

to the road junctions in our villages restricting 

the road width and contravening the Highway 

Code ( Rules 242 and 243) which states that 

vehicles should not be parked closer than 10m 

to a junction. Visitors are politely reminded to 

take care when parking in our villages to avoid 

blocking driveways, side roads and opposite 

junctions so that sight lines are clear and 

vehicles can pass safely and residents are asked 

to remind their visitors, contractors etc to do 

likewise. Thank you. 

 

PLEASE CLEAN UP AFTER YOUR DOG  
The Parish Council has received several 

complaints about dog mess at various locations 

in the Parish. Dog mess is toxic and a very 

unpleasant nuisance. Please clear up after your 

dog and use the bins provided. Thank you. 

 

SUMMER HOLIDAYS – KEEP SAFE IN 

THE COUNTRYSIDE 
Please take care when out and about in the 

countryside this summer. Remember to close 

gates, avoid livestock and keep to designated 

paths. Parents and carers – please ensure that 

your children keep safe. Farms are working 

environments with potential risks from 

equipment and livestock. 

 

PREVENTING WILDFIRES  
The continuing hot weather has increased the 

risk of wildfires. Please take care and the 

following guidance provides some helpful tips 

to prevent wildfires. 

Away from home 

 Do not light bonfires or barbecues 

 Dispose of litter properly – items such as 

glass bottles can focus the sun’s rays and start a 

fire 

Dispose of cigarettes and smoking materials 

safely – ensure they are properly extinguished 

and don’t drop cigarettes or throw them from a 

car window. 

Actions to take if you see a wildfire 

 Move to a place of safety and call 999 

 Do not attempt to tackle the fire yourself 

Always follow the advice of the emergency 

services and local authorities. 

At home 
If your property is close to vegetation such as 

farmland, woodland or open countryside, you 

should be aware that an out-of-control fire on 

your property could lead to a wildfire. 

For further details please see the National Fire 

Chiefs’ Council website.  

 

DIARY DATE 

NEXT PARISH MEETING 
The next Parish Meeting takes place on 

Monday, 7th September 2026, 6.30pm at 

Kennet Valley Hall. As always, members of 

the public are most welcome to attend – we 

look forward to seeing you there. 

 

With best wishes, 

Alison, Clerk to Kennet Valley Parish 

Council 

Kennet Valley Parish Council 

 

Clerk’s details: Alison Ingham clerk@kvparishcouncil.org.uk  

Tel: 07897 797208 0r 07734 761912 

Website: www.kvparishcouncil.org.uk 

The East Kennett village barbecue 
The East Kennett village barbecue has become an annual tradition. 

It began life as a cricket match - and has since morphed into a barbecue with 

occasional bouts of rounders and boules! 

“It’s a lovely opportunity for new people in the village to get to know some 

neighbours and to have a proper chin wag over some not always burned sausages,” 

said village chair person Niki Hinman. 

“Everyone brings something to eat, drink and share - so there is usually a lot of food 

and drink and it’s very informal and good fun.” 

This year’s barbecue is on Saturday 29 August 2026, from 2pm and will be held in 

Nigel Gray’s field (the old school house field).   Thank you Nigel! 

All welcome! 

mailto:clerk@kvparishcouncil.org.uk
http://www.kvparishcouncil.org.uk
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Avebury  
Community Shop 

Shop Phone Number:  01672 539200 

Opening Hours  

10am – 4pm every day 

Call for volunteers 

This time of year is a challenging one for filling the 

August rota of volunteers on whom the shop so much 

depends. Lots of people are on holiday and now quite a 

number are unwell. 

For instance one of our doughtiest and longest-serving 

volunteers, Jane Garnett, injured her back badly recently, 

which leaves two gaps a week. Get well soon, Jane! 

The shop relies entirely on volunteers. Every day at least 

two are needed – between 9.45 and 1pm for one shift, and 

between 1 and 4pm.  

If anyone would like to join the ranks of heroic 

volunteers, managers Lyn and Martin (he’s pictured 

outside the shop with Ziggy the dog) would be delighted 

to hear from you.  

Shop in shape 

The shop had its AGM in mid-July and treasurer Chris Gater reported that in the year to 

the end of February takings were almost £220,000 – a healthy (though not a record) 

figure, boosted as usual by bumper Solstice receipts.  

The overall surplus was slightly below last year’s but there would still be room, he said, 

for the shop to provide its valued donations to worthwhile causes. 

Many thanks to ALL our customers for visiting the community shop and supporting us!  

Lammastide 

As mentioned last month, Saturday August 1st – the day this magazine comes out – is 

also the day of the ancient Christian festival of Lammas (or Loaf Mass). 

This is the first harvest festival of the year, to celebrate the early reaping of grain 

(unusually early this year, of course, because of the scorching weather). It’s another 

busy day for the Avebury shop as the village welcomes all kinds of people – Celts, 

Pagans, Wiccans – who celebrate Lammas and show gratitude for the fruits of the 

harvest. 

Meal deals 

One innovation being seriously considered in the shop is introducing meal deals, along 

the lines of those offered in supermarkets: a drink, a sandwich and a snack for a bargain 

price.  

This would be done in collaboration with Coca-Cola, so you would combine any of the 

manufacturer’s drinks – varieties of Coke, Dr Pepper, Sprite, Fanta, Monster, Oasis, for 

example – with a sandwich, wrap or baguette and a bag of crisps for less than if you 

bought them individually. More details soon.  

Alfresco pleasures 

With the hot weather holding for picnics and barbecues, the shop is well stocked 
accordingly. Back on the shelves are the delicious range of Delphi salad pots and a wide 

range of sandwiches and savoury goodies such as pasties and scotch eggs.  

For the barbecue you’ll find burgers, sausages, halloumi, veg such as aubergines, 

peppers and courgettes, plus brioche buns and cheese-topped baps alongside pitta bread 

and wraps.  

If you’re looking for other BBQ meats – kebabs on skewers, say, in all kinds of flavours 

– you can always order from Sumblers, the local butcher, if you give the shop two or 

three days’ notice.  

Cool oasis 

If these 30C temperatures persist, don’t forget that the shop is beautifully air-

conditioned:  a perfect escape from the sun and a chance for a friendly chat.  

Home deliveries 

Finally, we offer home deliveries if you’re unwell or disabled. Our delivery area 

includes Avebury, Avebury Trusloe, Beckhampton, East and West Kennett, 

Winterbourne Monkton and Berwick Bassett.  

Tim Rice  

Avebury Tower News 
 

Unusually this is being written early due 

both to your correspondent's holiday 

arrangements, and insofar as it touches on 

slightly "legal" matters. This is because our 

Bellringing Policy states that we can only 

have 4 "Full Peals" in any one year, and only 

one in 3 months within the Parish. I need to 

clarify if this applies to just Avebury or 

includes all our Churches; a question for 

Jonathan. Also a peal should not exceed 3.5 

hours, and be advertised on the website and in 

the Parish Magazine. 

So some bellringers from South 

Oxfordshire and Wiltshire want to attempt a 

full peal on Monday 28th September starting 

at 3:30 pm; the first full peal so far this year. 

Readers need to appreciate that various 

problems (e.g. missing keys or people) can 

arise on bellringers outings, so times are 

usually approximate, particularly if several 

Churches have been visited earlier. For the 

few who do not like the sound of bells, be 

aware that in big towns and cities with big 

Churches, Cathedrals and many bells, full 

peals may well last 4 or more hours. For light 

bells such as Avebury has, full peals usually 

take 2.5 to 3.0 hours unless something goes 

wrong. In such a case it is up to the organiser 

to make sure that a restart will be within the 

3.5-hour limit. 

Otherwise practice on Tuesday evenings has 

been reasonably well supported. However 

even hardened bellringers melted in the heat 

of 23 June, and that practice was cancelled. 

However, 6 ringers turned up for the latest 

practice on 7 July in only slightly less heat; 

are we getting hardened to it? On Saturday 

27th June the following rang for a wedding in 

Avebury Church: Brian Vickers from 

Avebury, Liz Roberts and Richard Metters 

from West Overton, Mark and Vicky Sadler 

from Broad Hinton, and Jane Ridgwell from 

Calne. Such co-operation! The discerning will 

note the lack of Avebury ringers; this can be 

corrected if they will phone me (Brian 

Vickers) on 01 672 539 482 and I will arrange 

training.  
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ON CALL DAY & NIGHT 
01672 512444 OR 512516 
WAGON YARD LONDON ROAD 

MARLBOROUGH WILTSHIRE  
SN8 1LH 
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K. A. Callaway. 

Great Bedwyn 
WOODSTOVES &  

CHIMNEY LININGS 
Woodstoves: many makes, new and 

second hand discounted. 

Flue lining: Stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed 

TV flue camera for internal chimney inspection.  

Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection. 

FREE site visit and advice recommended 

Tel: 01672 870619 Mobile: 0860 722646 

K. A. Gallaway - Great Bedwyn
WOODSTOVES & CHIMNEY LININGS

Woodstoves: many makes, new & second hand discounted.

Flue lining: stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed TV flue camera

for internal chimney inspection. Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection.

FREE site visit and advice recommended

TEL: 01672 870 619 MOBILE 0860 722 646

Est. 1991 D. W. Oliver Tree Services Ltd 
B.Sc.A.I.W.Sc. 

TREE PRUNING  
LANDSCAPING, WOODCHIPPING  
TREE FELLING, FORESTRY 
CONTRACTING  
FENCING 

Tel 01672 861310 
Mobile 07976 644706 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 
£5M INSURANCE 

Tree Surgery works carried out by qualified staff  

E-mail: info@dwoliver.com   Web: www.dwoliver.com 

 

  

 NEIL MARSH  

CARPENTRY  
SERVICES 
 

 All aspects of Carpentry  
 Bespoke wardrobes  
 Kitchens  
 Multi panel shower boarding  
 Fencing & decking  
 General maintenance  

  

Tel Neil on :  07969  332709   

 

RM 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

Ryan Marsh (Plumbing and heating engineer)  
  

Gas safe registered (natural gas & LPG) 
Air source heat pumps  
Oftec (oil) registered  

Boiler servicing & breakdowns  
Unvented Hot water cylinders  

Bathroom refits  
General plumbing  

  

Email: r.marshplumbing@yahoo.com  

Phone: 07891012074  

 

GARDENER 
I am a gardener looking for gardening work in the Avebury, 
Winterbourne Bassett, Broad Hinton and East Kennett area. 
I am experienced and qualified but as I don't drive you would need to 
provide tools.  
I'm happy to cycle or use public transport to reach you and I 
look forward to hearing from you. 

If you are interested please contact me: 

Martin Andre  

martinjandre@gmail.com 01672 539641 or 07887 717626 

mailto:martinjandre@gmail.com
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WHO’S WHO 
RECTOR:  REV’D JONATHAN POSTON 01672 560584 

The Rectory, 27 High Street, Avebury, SN8 1RF   Email:  jont.post@gmail.com 

If you require a priest in an emergency and are unable to contact Rev’d Jonathan please telephone  

one of the churchwardens. 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVE 
 Mr Roderick Palfrey      07799 221816 

LICENSED LAY MINISTER (PTO) Mrs Sibella Laing  01672 861600 sibella.laing@outlook.com  

LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANT 
 Mr Graham Kitchen      01672 861798 graham@grahamkitchen.com  

LAY WORSHIP LEADERS 

 Mrs Claire Stiles      01793 731620 c.j.stiles@hotmail.co.uk who is also a Lay Pastoral Assistant 

 Mrs Alison Andre      01672 539641 who is also a Lay Pastoral Assistant  

 Mrs Angharad Hughes      07771 615534 

 Mr Magnus Thompson     07885 465916 

UPPER KENNET CHURCHES OFFICE:  01672 861786  upperkennetchurches@gmail.com 

 Anne Robinson & Sophie Roberts  (Mon-Wed, 10am-1pm & Fri 11.30am – 2.30pm) 

 St Michael and All Angels Church, Church Hill, West Overton, Marlborough SN8 4ER 

 Parish Website: www.kennet8.org.uk 

CHURCHWARDENS  

AVEBURY  Mrs Sandra Hues     01672 539444 shues01@hotmail.com 

 Mrs Helen Vickers      01672 539482 brian.helen.vickers@googlemail.com 

 Mrs Maureen Dixon      01672 539690 

BROAD HINTON  Mrs Gill Crabtree    07774 424125 gill.crabtree1@gmail.com 

 Mr Robert Fitzpatrick      01793 739156 fitzpatrickrobert16@gmail.com  

EAST KENNETT  Mr Graham Kitchen    01672 861798 graham@grahamkitchen.com 

 Mrs Jo Snape      01672 861267 Josiesnape@aol.com 

WEST OVERTON Mrs Susan Rogers    01672 861374 sjrogers44@gmail.com  

 Mr Stuart Laing      01672 861600 stuart-laing@outlook.com 

FYFIELD Co-opted PCC member Vicky Evans   01672 861622 bixevans@gmail.com 

WINTERBOURNE MONKTON Mr Philip Scott   01672 539104 philipscott2@me.com  

WINTERBOURNE BASSETT Mrs Claire Stiles   01793 731620 c.j.stiles@hotmail.co.uk 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL: Co-Lay Chairs: Simon Jones 07768 008160  

 Angharad Hughes      07771 615534 

PCC SECRETARY Mr Peter Barry  

LOCAL CHURCH COMMITTEES - SECRETARIES 

AVEBURY Lindie White      01672 861864 lindiew@btinternet.com  

EAST KENNETT, FYFIELD & WEST OVERTON  Sophie Roberts 01672 861786  

WINTERBOURNE MONKTON Mrs Jenny Scott   01672 539104 

WINTERBOURNE BASSETT Rose Barclay       rosebarclay@gmail.com 

BROAD HINTON Mrs Liz Palfrey     01793 731067 lizpalfrey@btinternet.com 

MAGAZINES  

UPPER KENNET NEWS in Fyfield, West Overton, East & West Kennett, Beckhampton, Avebury Trusloe, Avebury, Winterbourne Monkton & Berwick Bassett: 

Editor: David Throup, Longmynd, Lockeridge SN8 4ED 01672 861279 davidthroup@aol.com 

Please send all copy including advertising and payment to David Throup.  

Final copy date 20th of each month by 1pm latest. 

 

LOCAL NEWS in Uffcott, Broad Hinton & Winterbourne Bassett: 

Editor: Liz Moakes 07776 188805 3villageslocalnews@gmail.com 

Final copy date 20th of each month. 

 

SHEPPARD DECORATORS 
WE CONSIDER PROJECTS OF ALL SIZES 

CALL DARREN FOR A FRIENDLY QUOTE. 
01380 725652 07876 433655 

WWW.SHEPPARD-DECORATORS.CO.UK 

Sheppard Decorators 

Phil Dix 

07469 757333      pjdservices1@outlook.com 

www.pjd-services.co.uk 

S E R V I C E S  PJD 

mailto:graham@grahamkitchen.com
mailto:c.j.stiles@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:upperkennetchurches@gmail.com
mailto:brian.helen.vickers@googlemail.com
mailto:sjrogers44@gmail.com
mailto:stuart-laing@outlook.com
mailto:philipscott2@me.com
mailto:c.j.stiles@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:lindiew@btinternet.com
mailto:pjdservices1@outlook.com
http://www.pjd-services.co.uk/


12  www.upperkennetnews.co.uk 

 

Advertisers Index 

Adie Cripps 01672 512438 

Appleyard Accu 07736 073067 

Chalkey’s Workshop 01672 861123 

Debbie Simpson. Physiotherapist 07724 486370 

Design By Timber  01380 860791 

D. W. Oliver Tree Services Ltd 01672 861310 

Dianne Mackinder Funeral Service 01672 512444 

Flueline - chimney maintenance 01672 870619 

Gray & Amor Ltd 01380 587006 

Jill Sudbury 01672 861412 

Martin Bell. The Village Geek 01672 861533 

Matt’s Tiling 07590 044124 

M. Hutton Electrical 07974 433456 

M J Sly - Monumental Mason 01672 516797 

Neil Marsh Joinery 07969  332709   

Phil Dix - PJD Services 07469 757333       

RM Plumbing and Heating 07891 012074 

Sheppard Decorators 07917 818145 

Simon White 01672 861566 

The Henge Shop 01672 539229 

Vision Visit - Eye tests at home 01793 232588 

Window Payne - cleaning services 01249 400500 

Your EPC  Insulation Grants 07387 185608 

We are an independently owned business, located on the main high street, 

within the Avebury Stone Circle. With many things to offer, we are more than 

just a shop…. 
 

Gifts - we offer a wide range of gifts, including souvenirs, books, crystals, 

incense,  clothing, jewellery and more…. 
 

Events - a variety of events, from book signings in the shop, workshops in the 

upstairs space and 1:1 treatments in our treatment room. All spaces are available 

to hire. Please e-mail events@hengeshop.com for more information. 
 

Book Signings - we hold various book signings within the shop with a 

wonderful variety of authors. You can view our upcoming book signings on our 

website. If you would like to hold one of your own, please contact Helen 
at handrews@hengeshop.com. 

 

Crystal Skulls - We have a large collection of crystal skulls and all are 
available to buy either in our dedicated room, located within the shop, or online 

at www.hengeskulls.com 

For more information about any of the above or to 

shop online, please visit www.hengeshop.com 

 

+44(0)1672 539229 

 

avebury@hengeshop.com 

You can find both The Henge Shop 

& Henge Skulls on                  

Facebook & Instagram 


