View from the Rectory
It is mid-November. The spare room is full of baby clothes
and blankets, the suitcases are stacked and ready to go. The
pack of translated training materials and resources for the
school staff are stowed in my hand luggage for working on
during the flight. By the time you read this a journey to
Bethlehem and Gaza will be over. A journey that will be both
familiar and very different - for there will be changes to
experience and see – some positive, some not - in a school and
community far away in the land we call Holy.
I have been wondering what went through Joseph and Mary’s
minds as they loaded a donkey for that journey 2000 years ago.
A journey taken in troubled times – no change there then!! A
journey they didn’t return from for over two years as they were
forced on the road as refugees. A journey that every expectant
parent takes – even if it is only as far as Swindon Hospital - the
bags are still packed in bedrooms and hallways and anxieties
exist for the child’s journey from inside Mum to the ever
changing and wonderful outside world.
Every journey we take is a journey that changes us. Some
are taken with careful preparation and time to consider what we
take with us. Other journeys are those we cannot prepare for as
they come upon us suddenly. The journey to Christmas day for
Mary and Joseph was both familiar and unexpected and it was
certainly a journey that changed their lives. It was also a
journey that changed ours.
We celebrate Christmas because of their journey and God’s
journey to come and live with us. December’s journey towards
Christmas is a familiar one (Carol services, the Ave concert,
school nativities, visits to family, parties, presents, West
Overton’s Christmas Tree Bazaar) and is perhaps so familiar
that there is a loss of the sense of anticipation that Mary,
Joseph and every expectant parent knows and feels.
As I write this preparing for Gaza, I am praying for both that
journey and our journey towards Christmas – praying that it will
not be so full of the expected that the wonder of what lies ahead
is lost, that the familiarity of both won’t close us to the possibility
of encountering the Christmas Child and His journey in the
unexpected and in the small things.
May our journeys into the heart of Christmas – a child, in
whom God’s journey towards us with Love is seen in human
form - be familiar enough to make us open to the wonder of the
unexpected and be a journey that leaves us changed and full of
joy.
Maria

Upper Kennet Churches
Winter Crisis Appeal
Are you able to help?
Three years ago the Upper Kennet Churches launched a
Winter Crisis Appeal Fund to help those who were
experiencing short term financial problems.
Over that period we have had many donations and we
have been able to help a large number of families who
were in desperate need.
This year, again, we would ask if you would make a
donation if you are able to – perhaps you don’t really need
your winter fuel allowance, for example.
Please give your donation to a church warden, or send a
cheque to Upper Kennet Churches Council, The Garden
Room, 62 Lockeridge, SN8 4EL or by BACS transfer using
sort code 30-92-63 – account number 01498496.
Thank you.
www.upperkennetnews.co.uk

December 2016

Notice Board
Baptism
Madeleine Sherman

13 Nov.

West Overton

Funerals
Christopher Spratt
Winifred Akester

11 Nov.
30 Nov.

Avebury
Avebury

Burial of Ashes
Stella Wood

7 Nov.

Winterbourne
Bassett

Kennet Valley Lottery Club

November draw winners
£100 Number 65 Anne Robinson
£ 75 Number 67 Jo Snape
£ 50 Number 55 Mike Smith
If you would like to join the lottery, ring David
Snape on 01672
Another way to support our churches at West Overton,
Fyfield and East Kennett

Do you need help?
If you:
live in one of the Upper Kennet Parishes
are worried about where the next meal is coming from
have to choose between heating and eating
are facing a sudden financial emergency
we might be able to assist with a week’s food supply, or
fuel support, or just general advice.
Contact Rev’d Maria Shepherdson on 01672 539643, or a
licenced church parish assistant on 01672 861786. Your
call will be treated in total confidence.
This is not a substitute for Social Benefits or the Food
Bank. It is a gesture from people who understand what you
are experiencing.

UPPER KENNET CHURCHES SERVICES
St Nicholas
FYFIELD

4 Dec
Advent 2
Env week 49

St Michael &
All Angels
WEST
OVERTON

St James
AVEBURY

8.00 am

St Mary
Magdalene
WINTERBRN
MONKTON

10.00 am
Morning
Prayer
(Celtic)

Prayer Book
Communion

11 Dec
Advent 3
Env week 50

Tuesday
13 Dec

Christ
Church
EAST
KENNETT

8.00 am
Prayer Book
Communion

10.00am
Holy
Communion
7.30pm
Ave.
Concert

St Peter ad
Vincula
BROAD
HINTON

11.15 am

9.45 am

Holy
Communion

Holy
Communion

10.30am

9.45 am

Holy
Communion

Prayer Book
Matins

4.00 pm
Carols and
Crib Service

6.00 pm
Nine lessons
And Carols

6.30pm
Carol
Service

18 Dec
Advent 4
Env week 51

10.30am
Benefice
Communion
6.00pm
Carol Service

6.00 pm
Nine
Lessons
And Carols

Tuesday
20 Dec

7.30 pm
Carols by
Candlelight

24 Dec
Christmas
Eve
(Saturday)

25 Dec
Christmas
Day
Env week 52

St Katherine
& St Peter
WINTERBRN
BASSETT

6.00 pm
Crib Service
11.30 pm
Midnight
Mass
8.00 am
Christmas
Communion

1 Jan 2017
Christmas 2
Env week 1

9.30 am
Christmas
Morning
Family
Service

11.00 am
Christmas
Morning
Family
Service

Sunday 11 December –
Purple
Advent 3
Isaiah 35. 1 – 10
Psalm 146. 4 – 10
James 5. 7 – 10
Matthew 11. 2 – 11
Sunday 18 December –
Purple
Advent 4
Isaiah 7. 10 – 16

4.00 pm
Carols around
the Crib

3.00 pm
Crib
Service

10.00 am
Christmas
Morning
Family
Service

10.30 am
Christmas
Communion
Service

11.15 am
Christmas
Communion
Service

11.30 pm
Midnight
Mass

10.00 am
Crib
Service

10.30 AM—BENEFICE COMMUNION SERVICE—WINTERBOURNE BASSETT

Readings for the month
Sunday 4 December –
Purple
Advent 2
Isaiah 11 1 – 10
Psalm 72. 1 – 7, 18 – 19
Romans 15. 4 – 13
Matthew 3. 1 – 12

4.00 pm
Crib Service
10.00 pm
First Mass
of
Christmas

Psalm 80. 1 – 8, 18 – end
Romans 1. 1 – 7
Matthew 1. 18 – end
Sunday 25 December –
Gold or White
Christmas Day
Isaiah 52. 7 – 10
Psalm 98
Hebrews 1. 1 – 4 [5 – 12]
John 1. 1 - 14
Sunday 1 January
White
Christmas 2
Isaiah 63. 7 – 9
Psalm 148 [or148. 7 –
end]
Hebrews 2. 10 – end
Matthew 2. 13 - end
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UPPER KENNET BENEFICE
St Michael & All Angels Church
West Overton
10 – 11am

“Little Angels”
Thursday 1st December
Thursday 8th December
Thursday 15th December
(Christmas party!)
Welcoming parents, babies and pre-school toddlers for
Bible, storytime and play
‘Talking Shop’ for adults about life’s big questions
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Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Services
Fyfield

Christmas Day

8am - Christmas Communion

West Overton

Christmas Eve
Christmas Day

6pm - Crib Service
11.30pm - Midnight Mass
9.30am - Christmas Morning Family Service

East Kennett

Christmas Day

11am - Christmas Morning Family Service

Avebury

Christmas Eve
Christmas Day

4pm - Crib Service
10pm - First Mass of Christmas
10am - Christmas Morning Family Service

Winterbourne
Monkton

Christmas Eve
Christmas Day

4pm - Carols around the Crib
10.30am - Christmas Communion Service

Winterbourne
Bassett

Christmas Eve
Christmas Day

3pm - Crib Service
11.15am - Christmas Communion Service

Broad Hinton

Christmas Eve

11.30pm - Midnight Mass

Christmas Day

10am - Crib Service

Upper Kennet Churches - With the
Harbour Project, Swindon
Getting to know you
65 adults plus children aged 2-15 gathered at Kennet
Valley Hall on Saturday 12th November to share music,
stories, laughter, food and companionship. We
discovered we had AT LEAST 12 nationalities
represented that night and people of many faiths and
none. Everyone ‘mucked in’ to set up, (thank you, Home
Team), clear and clean, bring food and even the very shy
and reticent managed to sing, dance or perform. There
was mutual astonishment at what we had in common,
genuine interest in one another’s stories and even a
chance to practice our Sign and Makaton skills.
A return match will be scheduled in the spring…
watch this space.
As we head to Christmas a few
words from a poem which reminds
us that The Holy Family, like these
families, were also refugees. The
poet poses us a question. I hope
the answer is a no brainer!
‘It was late, and the woman
pale with fear,
The husband elderly, the donkey zonked.
I wished them well but couldn’t have them here…
We hardly spoke, they left. They’re born survivors.
Caesar’s taxes have brought me to my knees.
Why should I have to harbour refugees?’

BAPTISM &
CONFIRMATION
SERVICE
The Baptism and
Confirmation service
taken by The Rt Rev’d
Bishop Edward Condry,
Bishop of Ramsbury,
on Sunday 6th November
2016 was a very joyful
occasion as he baptised
or confirmed ten
candidates from across
the Benefice at
Winterbourne Bassett
Church.

C H RI STM A S
B A ZA A R
Saturday 3rd December
10am to 4pm
West Overton Church
o Home-made cakes & produce
o Kennet Valley Calendars
o Bottle stall and Book stall
o Christmas cards
o Lucky dip for children
o Coin rolling game
o Homemade gifts
o White elephant stand
INDOOR REFRESHMENTS
and
OUTDOOR HOT DOG STAND
plus
CHRISTMAS TREE SALE
Premium Quality Nordman Fir Trees
** If you have any items you would like to donate please leave them in
our Churches or if you want them collected call 01672 861786 or
861798 **
In aid of our Churches at West Overton,
East Kennett & Fyfield

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk
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CHRISTMAS TREE ORDER FORM
FOR A LOCALLY GROWN PREMIUM QUALITY NORDMAN FIR
---------------------------------------------

SIZE

£

QTY

3-4 FT

18.50

…………….

4-5 FT

24.50

…………….

5-6 FT

35.50

…………….

Cheques payable to:
West Overton Church, Fyfield Church or East Kennett Church.
Or by BACS to Sort code: 30-92-63 A/C 01399919
Please return form above and payment to:
Church Office, Garden room, 62 Lockeridge, Marlborough
SN8 4EL. Tel 01672 861798

6-7 FT

43.50

…………….

Name……………………………………………………………………………

7-8 FT

49.50

…….………

Tel…………………………

8-9 FT

69.50

…….………

E-mail…………………………………………………….

9-10 FT 89.50

…………….

Address…………………………………………………………………………
ORDERS PLACED BY 18 NOVEMBER QUALIFY FOR
TH

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
PAID BY CHEQUE

TICK BOX IF REQUIRED

PAID BY BACS

“VIEWS FROM THE
KENNET VALLEY”
2017 CALENDAR
ORDER FORM
As a fund-raising venture to help our churches at West Overton, Fyfield and East Kennett we are
producing a calendar compiled from photos of our surrounding countryside submitted by local
residents.
The spiral bound, wall hanging A4 calendar will be available at the end of October at £7.00,
including envelope.
Quantity required ____ at £7.00 each
Total £_____
Cheques payable to:
West Overton Church,
Fyfield Church or
East Kennett Church.
Or by BACS
Sort code: 30-92-63 A/C 01399919
Paid by cheque
Paid by BACS
Please return this order to: The Church Office, The Garden Room, 62 Lockeridge, Marlborough,
SN8 4EL
Name: …………………………………………………..
Address: ……………………………………………….
………………………………………………..
Tel no. or email: …………………………....
Telephone 01672 861798 with any queries or for more information
With grateful thanks for your support
www.upperkennetnews.co.uk
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Avebury Shop
Shop Phone Number:
01672 539200
Please note new opening hours:
Monday- Friday 9am - 5pm, Saturday
Sundays & Bank Holidays 10am –
4pm
Christmas Opening Hours:
Christmas Eve 24th December – 10:00 –
1:00
25th-27th December – Closed
28th-30th December – 10:00-4:00
31st December: 10:00-1:00
1st January Closed

Junior Table Tennis
at Kennet Valley Hall
.The Junior section club night of the Kennet Vale Table Tennis
Club takes place on Tuesdays between 17.45 and 19.15.
Players` ages range from 8 upwards and are coached from the
day they join. Over the years many of our juniors have excelled
in local junior championships and gone on to play in adult
leagues. We have one 10 year old who is currently Wiltshire
Under 13 Champion – and he joined us less than two years
ago
We have vacancies for two more beginners, so if you have a
child who would benefit from a disciplined introduction to this
enjoyable sport give us a call. Either Colin on 01672 861672 or
Brian on 01672 861513 would be pleased to hear from you.

Christmas Shopping Events – Christmas
Hampers Available
Wednesday 7th December 7.30-8.30pm and
Saturday 10th December 10am-11am
We would like to invite you to our
Christmas shopping events on 7th and
10th December.
We will have baskets and packaging
available to make some beautiful Christmas
hampers for you. Prices for the basket, packaging
and cellophane will be from £4 depending on the
size of hamper you choose. You can then choose
exactly what you would like to put into the hamper.
A complete hamper could be yours from £10
upwards.
While we pack up your hamper, you
can enjoy a mince pie and a drink. Please come
along to enjoy a nice sociable event in your
community shop.
Christmas Orders and Bread
Order forms will be available in the shop for
Christmas orders from 1st December.
Bread will only be available frozen to bake at
home from 24th December – 31st December.
Volunteers Needed
We need volunteer shop assistants,
but if you don’t want to be in the public
eye there are lots of other things you
could do to help such as baking, helping
with our recycling, our deliveries, our
collections of supplies, keeping our
garden tidy and so on. We don’t expect you to
volunteer at the same time every week unless you
want to.
Any help however small is gratefully
received.
If you think you would like to volunteer, even for
an hour or two, just to help out, just call Lyn, Lynda
or Louise at the shop on 01672 539200. We
promise tea, biscuits and a giggle!
New Refrigeration Equipment
Thank you for bearing with us during our changes
to the shop and our new refrigeration equipment. I
hope that you like our new look shop and our new
fridges and freezers.
Local Deliveries
Please don’t forget that we can deliver to you if
you are unable to come into the shop. Just give
us a ring on the number at the top of this article.
Michele Lomas (Chair of Avebury Community Shop)

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk

5

Avebury Parish Council
Headlines from Avebury Parish Council meeting
on 1 November 2016
Planning applications: we decided to support
applications for an extension Galtee More Farm in
Beckhampton, works to trees behind the pavilion on
the sports-field and works to trees beside the visitor
route to the old farmyard in Avebury.
Housing Needs Survey: We will be distributing a
Housing Needs Survey to all households in the
Parish in the last week in November. Please
complete the forms even if you are in good housing
because we are keen to get a full picture of the
housing situation in the Parish. Wiltshire Council
will then be analysing the results on a confidential
basis and will provide the Parish Council with a
report in the New Year. There is a Freepost
envelope in the pack to return your forms and the
closing date is 23 December.
Transport Group: the 30 mph limit speed limit
has now been extended about 200m northwards on
the Swindon Road and ‘Avebury‘ signs have been
incorporated into them. We have received a
quotation from consultants Atkins for
comprehensive design studies of the A4
at Beckhampton and West Kennett and our
Transport Group will be considering them at its next
meeting. The new bridge at Beckhampton is still
under construction.
Coach House toilets: We decided it would be
useful to arrange a meeting of businesses and
individuals living or working within the Henge; the
idea is to explore possible offers and suggestions
for improving the availability of the Coach House
toilets on a partnership basis with the National
Trust. The meeting will be held on 24 November.
National Trust update: The Trust held its second
open meeting with residents on 25 October and will
be sending out an invite for another open meeting
next summer. It will shortly be submitting a planning
application to open the old stables adjacent to the
High Street car park. The intention is to undertake
basic renovation before opening an initial
welcome / meet and greet point to help orientate
the visitors, sales, starting point for Henge tours
etc. The Xmas Preview event will be held on Wed
23rd November at 3pm in the Manor. Please see
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/avebury/whats-on
for further details.
Great West Way: VisitWiltshire is developing a
project with other organisations between London
and Bristol. The idea is that international travel
operators will arrange holiday packages that have
to be booked abroad. We are happy to encourage
more spending, but not more footfall, in Avebury
and agreed that it is the Parish's interests to know
more about the project. We are therefore contacting
VisitWiltshire.
Dog fouling on footpaths: We have requested
Wiltshire Council’s dog warden to do some
patrolling. Could dog owners please clear up after
their pets.

CIRCUS SKILLS NEEDED!
FOR MOTHER GOOSE
PANTOMIME
PRESENTED BY THE KENNET VALLEY
AMATUER DRAMATIC SOCIETY AT THE
KENET VALLEY HALL
Performances:
Thursday 26th January 2017 at 7:30pm, Friday 27th January
2017 at 7:30pm ,
Saturday 28th January 2017 at 2:30am, Saturday 28th January
2017 at 7:30pm
We are looking for people with circus skills or able to teach
simple circus skills to our cast, for out next
production.
If you are interested please contact John Bartle on
01672 861484
Email jbartle@tiscsali.co.uk

Date of next meeting: 7:30pm on Tuesday 6
December 2016 at the Social Centre
Parish Clerk: Liz Moore (861424) and
clerk@aveburyparishcouncil.org
www.upperkennetnews.co.uk
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Wassail

(To or be Blessed)
We invite you to join us for
a traditional folk blessing
for our apple trees and
land.
Noisy children with pots
and pans to bang very, very welcome
We shall Wassail, Wassail all over the town (well
village actually)

Berwick Bassett and
Winterbourne Monkton
As the year draws to the end the Parish Council would
like to thank residents for their contribution to the work
of the Parish Council and the Community during the
year. So many things in our villages would not happen
without the contribution from individuals – Queen’s
birthday party, broadband in Berwick Bassett,
Community website and a huge range of village
maintenance tasks to name but a few.
The Parish Council is also thankful when residents
draw their attention to issues that need tackling. Some
of these, however, will be dealt with faster by also going
direct to Wiltshire Council, for example overgrown
verges affecting visibility.
A range of issues can be reported using Wiltshire
Council’s website http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/
parkingtransportandstreets/roadshighwaysstreetcare/
mywiltshireregister.htm
More convenient, however, may be the Wiltshire
Council app so you can report issues on the go using
your smartphone. The MyWiltshire app is available to
download from the App Store (for iPhones and iPads)
and from Google Play™ (for Android phones) or
from Windows store (for Windows phones). You can
attach information such as photos or videos and
pinpoint the location of your report using the mapping
software on your phone. Please also send an email to
the address below.
Councillors would like to take this opportunity to wish all
residents a Happy Christmas and Peaceful 2017
Clerk

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk

Janice Pattison
bbwmpc@gmail.com

We will bless apple trees throughout the village
including the Community Shop, Henge Shop,
Avebury Community Orchard and the Avebury
Manor Orchard where there will be traditional
children’s treats with the Lord of the Manor.
We will perform seasonal songs, music, a Plough
Play and the Vicar will bless the plough in the
National Trust farm yard. After which we will all
process the plough and present it to Mr Farthing
and our local farmers for the success of our local
farms and the coming harvest. From there the
plough will be processed to the Church ready for
Sunday’s traditional Plough Sunday service. You
are invited to join the Wassailers at the Red Lion
for further celebrations afterwards. St. James will
be open throughout the day for refreshments.
When: Wassail Saturday 7th January at 1300 2017,
top of Avebury High Street in the café courtyard
Plough Sunday Church Service 1000 Sunday 8th
January 2017 in St James, Avebury
If you would like to help out or be part of the Jolly
Boys please contact Gordon Rimes
or Natascha Kenyon on Tel: 539131

History of
Winterbourne Monkton
A group of Village Club members, now known as the History
Boys, have done much research to produce a History of
Winterbourne Monkton. It contains a huge amount of
information, maps, and pictures, from Neolithic times to the
present day. It is about to be available to buy; it comes in 2
volumes for £25. More than 35 copies have already been
ordered and it is hoped that this number will be exceeded.
If you are interested, please contact any of the
following: Bob Pawsey 539348, Dan Mace 539325, Bill
Buxton 539199, or Richard Nutt 539611.
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Marlborough and District
Embroiderers Guild
Helen Colling was our November speaker and was
introduced to needlework at an early age. She
followed a 3 year Stitched Textile Diploma with Jan
Beaney & Jean Littlejohn. During the drawing module
she explored transparency and the topic for her final
piece was the atmosphere after something has gone.
Helen has developed her work since her qualification
using poetry and the transparency layering technique.
She takes part in Open Studios and exhibits with Okra
textiles.
The next meeting of Marlborough & District
Embroiderers Guild will be our Christmas lunch on
Monday 5 December at the Kennet Valley Hall,
Lockeridge. The “bring and share” lunch will be 12.00
for 12.30 and will be followed by a surprise guest
speaker. All are welcome but on this occasion please
contact 01249 750865 in advance. Further details
visit our website:
http://www.marlboroughembroiderers.org

Christmas Shopping Events
At Avebury Community Shop
Wednesday 7th December
7.307.30-8.30pm & Saturday 10th December 101011am

NEWS FROM THE TOWER
Service Ringing Times:
December 4th and 11th
December 18th
December24th

9.30 to 10.00 am
5.30pm to 6pm
3.30pm to 4pm
and 9.30 pm to 10pm
December 25th
9.30am to 10am
January 1st 2017
10 am to 10.30am
Practice Nights:
Tuesdays 7.30 pm - 9.00 pm
Calne/Devizes Branch Carol Service Saturday, 10th
December, 4.30-5 pm
2016 has been a positive year for the Avebury tower. Our
newest ringer is progressing really quickly. He has been
ringing for services since July and also attends practice nights,
training days and the monthly branch meetings. We are very
grateful to Jane Ridgwell and Andrew Woolley, from Calne, for
their dedicated teaching. We continue to have support, on
practice nights, from ringers from Calne and All Cannings.
Ringing for the Queen’s 90th birthday, in April, was the
highlight of the year.
It was an honour to ring before the Service of Celebration for
the life of a very brave man, Christopher Spratt, RIP on 11th
November.
The final training morning will take place on Saturday, 26th
November and the joint Calne and Devizes Branches Carol
Service will be at 4.30pm on Saturday, 10th December.
Everyone is welcome to join us.
Mary Davidge
Belfry Correspondent.
Tel: 01672 513819

Hampers will be available to buy from £1o
Prices for the basket, packaging and
cellophane will be from £4
depending on the size of hamper
you choose. You can then choose
exactly what you would like to
put into the hamper.
A complete hamper could be yours from £10.
While we pack up your hamper, you can
enjoy a mince pie and a drink. Please
come along to enjoy a sociable event in
your community shop.

Christmas Bingo
at Kennet Valley Hall,
Friday 16th December
The traditional House to House Collection
for grocery related items will take place
either w/e 3rd/4th December or the
following w/e December 10th/11th
All the proceeds from the collection are
used to make up hampers that are prizes at the Christmas Bingo
event. A number of star prizes have already been donated by local
restaurants and businesses. Please contribute any food or drink
related items that you can to support your village hall.
Thank you – Kennet Valley Hall Committee

Kennet Valley 60 Plus

Avebury & District W.I.

Cra Group
The Craft Group holds a meeting on the afternoon of the
first Wednesday of every month at the Social Centre,
Avebury from 2 - 4pm.
All are welcome. You do not need to be a W.I. member to
attend. The cost is £3 per session. There are quilting
courses and a variety of other crafts.
For further details call Margaret on 539184

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk

Firstly, I would like to thank the club for the welcome they
gave me at becoming the new secretary. I hope I will make as
good a job of it as Gilda who has now moved from the area.
At the Thursday meeting we had a very good talk by Mr.
duCroz from Marlborough Collage about the battles of the
First World War including the battle of the Somme and
Judland which were in 1916. Presented with slides of the
areas the battles took place everybody was very interested as
it was very well put over by the speaker. So, many thanks
again to Mr. duCroz.
There was a reminder again from the chairman about the
Christmas Dinner at Marlborough Golf Club and it seems most
members will be there.
Many thanks to the ladies for our cups of tea and biscuits
followed by the usual raffle where most members get a prize.
Gerald Smith
8

He mentioned a, possibly hypothetical
but all too likely real, scenario of a
youngster
posting
something
inappropriate on social media which
returned to haunt him later in life,
blighting his prospects.
His website
(www.getsafeonline.org) has lots of
useful advice for everyone, not just the
technologically challenged! Our second
speaker, after lunch, was Wiltshire’s High
Sherriff, David Hempleman-Adams, in
his splendid High Sherriff’s outfit, who
told us about his expeditions to
mountains around the world.
Both
speakers were well received as was the
musical entertainment by Zoe Turner
who sang songs from the musicals as
well as some opera.
Our November meeting was on the
subject of powers of attorney and
protecting your home from being used to
assess and fund care fees. Graham

Fuller of Awdry Bailey and Douglas, local
solicitors, gave us a very informative
overview of how the legislation around
power of attorney have changed and
how important it is to have one, no
matter how young you are or fit you are
and how simple changes to how you and
your spouse or partner own a property
can protect it from being considered
when care fees are being assessed.
Members asked many questions and
spoke to Graham privately after his talk
about this subject which affects us all.
Our next meeting is the Christmas
lunch on Thursday 8th December at
the Marlborough Golf Club, 12.30 for 1
p.m. If you haven’t already made your
selections for the meal, please email me
on durranhouse@hotmail.com.
Don’t
forget your Secret Santa present!
Maggie Lewis
President, Avebury & District WI

One family learning School Council
for life, on a journey This is now well established for
towards our 2016/17 with each class electing a
potential. representative. As part of thier
Church of England, charitable purpose, they have voted to
Voluntary Aided support Shelter, the Homeless Charity
School on Friday 9th December by inviting

our
children
understand
the
importance of this nativity Bible story.
We are beginning to prepare for our
Christmas celebrations and this year
we will be presenting a fun musical
nativity for the younger year groups
and then the older children will be
leading a service of story telling and
carols at West Overton Church on
14th December at 6pm – you are very
welcome to join us for this service.
We will also be taking the children to
The Watermill Theatre as a whole
school event on 2nd December to see
Sleeping Beauty. Thank you to The
Friends of Kennet Valley School for
contributing to this cost and making
the trip possible.
You may shortly notice a new
Christmas Tree at school which will
become a permenant feature outside.
We will be planting this tree in a large
pot, to watch it grow over the years
and decorating it for special occasions.
A big thank you to David Oliver for
donating this tree to the school.
Special Achievements
Very well-done to Matilda Robinson for
achieving a distinction in her grade 1
singing exam. Excellent!
Finally, an end of year thank you to all
those of you who support our village
school in so many ways...both as
parents,
volunteers
or
local
community. We are always especially
grateful to those who help by coming
in to hear the children read. This is so
important and essential for the
children, so do let me know if you can
spare a regular or irregular hour or so
to come and help with this activity. You
will be made very welcome.
Wishing you all a very happy and
peaceful Christmas celebration!

Avebury & District WI
The months seem to be whizzing by
(why does the run up to Christmas
always seem that way!) and our
November meeting seemed to follow
quickly on the heels of the Wiltshire
Federation’s Annual Meeting which was
held in City Hall Salisbury.
Several
hundred representatives of WI’s from all
over the county, including four members
from Avebury & District, gathered for the
event which was a mixture of business
(elections, reports and accounts),
information in the form of two excellent
speakers and musical entertainment .
Our speakers were Tony Neate, a
retired police officer, who spoke to us
about staying safe in the often confusing
world that we now find ourselves in
online.
His catchphrase “What goes
online, stays online!” is one that
everyone would do well to remember!

www.kennetvalley.wilts.sch.uk
This term we are pleased to welcome

more student teachers from the
University of Bath. We always receive
positive feedback from them and their
assessors about the school and the
children respond well to new faces in the
classroom. They bring a fresh approach
to the classroom and compliment our
existing staff team brilliantly!
Apple Juice for sale!
October saw us gathering apples from
our trees and those of friends and
neighbours to bring to school to be
sent off and made into apple juice! Our
year 6 pupils had a lovely time
gathering apples from Mrs Chivers
orchard in Lockeridge and we are very
grateful to her for this bumper crop! In
addition to the fun-factor, this was a
learning opportunity for the pupils
about the proces of manufacturing
apple juice! We made a total of 223
bottles and they are ready for sale at
our Christmas Fair (Saturday 29th
November, Kennet Valley Hall,10-4)
so do come and buy a bottle! We also
have some in the school office for sale
too if anyone would like one. Early
tasters tell us it’s delicious!
Experiment Days
Our science days are very popular
with the children and we have been
using our senses in exploratory
sessions, thinking about mixing
colours linked to plants absorbing
water, making pinhole cameras and
learning about making photographs
and using mirrors and magnifying
glasses. These are always very
exciting days!

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk

everyone to wear slippers for the day in
lieu of a small donation. The council is
a valuable opportunity for pupils of all
ages to work together and learn about
sharing ideas, decision making and
making
things
happen.
This
responsibility enables the children to
grow, think about the needs of others
and learn about team work. They send
regular meeting and activity reports to
the Governing Body.
Basic First Aid Training
We were very pleased to welcome
'Trust First Aid Training‘ into the school
to provide training for our year 6 pupils
and I am proud to report that they all
acheived a basic skills certificate for
their knowledge and new skills.
Children in Need
Our pupils (parents & teachers) made a
spotacular effort in coming to school
dressed in spotty clothing to support
this cause – we had a great day with
lots of fun and still managed some
serious work too. This was a valuable
opportunity to have conversations with
the classes about those less fortunate
than ourselves and the needs of other
people. Our Christian theme this halfterm has been compassion - so a
perfect fit for this day.
Preparing for Christmas
Our Rector, Maria will be leading a
day at West Overton Church for our
older children in year 5&6 to explore
the meaning of advent and they will be
sharing this back at school though our
daily worship time together. We are
very grateful for this opportunity and to
all the volunteers involved to enable

Mrs Karen Venner, Headteacher
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ANTIQUE CLOCKS
Musical Boxes and Barometers
REPAIRS AND SALES
B.A.D.A. and B.H.I. Qualified
Established over 30 years

Time RestoredLimited
20 High Street
Pewsey SN9 5AQ
01672 563 544

K. A. Callaway.
Great Bedwyn
WOODSTOVES &
CHIMNEY LININGS
Woodstoves: many makes, new and second
hand discounted.
Flue lining: Stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed TV flue
camera for internal chimney inspection.
Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection.
FREE site visit and advice recommended
Tel: 01672 870619
Mobile: 0860 722646

MOONS
OVENCLEANING
Local – Professional - Affordable
Let us do the dirty work with tender loving care of your oven,
hob, range, Aga, microwave, extractor, or BBQ,
using our eco-friendly and non-caustic system

Call now on 01672 556404
or 07723 048436
www.moonsovencleaning.co.uk
The same Father/Son run business established
in 2003 but with a new name

F. DEWEY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS PEWSEY
PORTMAN HOUSE 3 MARKET PLACE PEWSEY WILTS SN9 5AA

Telephone: Marlborough (01672) 563440

•
•
•
•

Independent Family Funeral Directors
24 Hour Caring & Professional Service
Private Chapel of Rest
Providing a Complete & Dignified Funeral Service

WS

S WIF T Services Ltd

H E A T I N G
SERVICING

E N G I N E E R S

INSTALLATION

MAINTAINANCE

1 Glenmore Business Centre.
Hopton Park
Tel: 01380 726284
London Rd. Devizes
Fax: 01380 726297
SN10 2EQ

Brian Watts
Brickwork, Ceramic Tiling, Painting
and Decorating, Garden Fencing and
General Maintenance.
With 30+ years of experience, there isn't much I haven't
come across, so for a free quotation or simply to 'Pick
my brain!' Contact me:5 Southfield,
West Overton,
Wilts, SN8 4HE

Phone: 01672 861438
Mobile: 07732989650
E-mail: brianwattsbuilds@gmail.com

WELDING

BREAKDOWN

M.O.T.S. SERVICING

CHALKY'S
WORKSHOP
Hillside Farm, Rhyles Lane,
Lockeridge,
TEL: 01672 861123

C. P. FLOOD
Carpentry and Joinery
City & Guilds
Over 30 years experience
Kitchen fitting
Cut roofs
Wardrobes
Door hanging
Etc
Contact: 01672 861830 Mobile: 07708 010465
West Overton, SN8 4ER

RIDGE HOUSE
BED & BREAKFAST
FYFIELD
Contact: Virginia Hemery
Tel: +44 (0) 1672 861527
Email: bookings@ridgehouse.info
Website: www.ridgehouse.info

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk
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MOTHER GOOSE

THE KENNET VALLEY AMATUER DRAMATIC SOCIETY
A PANTOMIME BY JOHN BARTLE

AT THE KENNET VALLEY HALL LOCKERIDGE
With Bar and Refreshments
Thursday 26th
January 2017 at 7:30pm
January 2017 at 7:30pm
Friday 27th th
Saturday 28
January 2017 at 2:30am
January 2017 at 7:30pm
Saturday 28th
Box Office: Jean Clements
01672 861423
jean@jclements.orangehome.co.uk
Tickets:

Adults £6.50

Under 16yrs

£4:50

AVEBURY SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB

Auction of Promises
Our annual event was held on Saturday 19th November and was a
tremendous success.

A total of £5,406.00 was raised,
the best we have achieved.
The proceeds will be split equally between Kennet Community
Transport, Wiltshire Air Ambulance, Avebury Cricket Club and
Avebury Sports & Social Club.
We are extremely grateful to everyone who helped make this such a
great event by donating, buying, helping and just being there.
Thank you.

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk

AVEBURY PLAYERS
Pantomime 2017
Next year’s pantomime will be performed on
15th,16th and 17th February 2017.
Calling all:Actors
Artists
Backstage helpers
Costume designers/makers
Lighting/technical helpers
Musicians
Refreshment helpers
Front of house helpers
We will be having a meeting and reading
through the script on Monday 12th December at
7.30pm in the Avebury Social Centre.
Please come along if you would like to be
involved. If you can’t make the meeting but
want to be involved, please contact John
Wilding at the Henge Shop on 01672 539229.
This year profits will go to the Christopher
Spratt Tribute Fund.

Kennet Valley Hall
Film Nights
Autumn/Winter Season
Sunday 11 th December
OUR KIND OF TRAITOR (15)
Thriller from the 2010 novel by John Le Carre
– moving from the era of Cold War spying to
the equally dark world of money laundering.
Imagine the following scenario: You are on
holiday with your partner, and the two of you
are befriended by a wealthy man who keeps
inviting you to glamorous parties. After a few
days, the man reveals that he is involved with
the Russian mafia. He explains that his family
are in danger, and he asks you for help. What
do you do? In Our Kind of Traitor, this dilemma
is presented to Perry (Ewan McGregor), a
poetry professor from London. At the start of
the film, Perry and his girlfriend, Gail (Naomie
Harris), are in Marrakesh when they become
involved accidentally with a Russian (Stellan
Skarsgard). Perry brings the intel to a dogged
MI6 agent named Hector (Damian Lewis), and
the stage is set for a gripping spy drama.
Doors open at 7.00 and there is a licensed bar
and soft drinks.
All the films start at 7.30 and tickets are £6-00
To reserve tickets email:

movies@kvh.org.uk
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Marlborough Medical Practice Patient
Participation Group (PPG) Update
Did you know…?
Sometimes, particularly when the surgery is closed, it can be difficult to decide which of the many services on offer
is best for your situation.
If you call 111, a free national phone number, you will receive advice at any time on where and how to receive the
most appropriate treatment for urgent medical needs that are not emergencies.
The NHS 111 service is staffed by a team of fully trained advisers, supported by experienced nurses and
paramedics. They will ask questions to assess your symptoms, then give you the healthcare advice you need or direct
you straightaway to the local service that can help you best, which could include an out-of-hours doctor, an
emergency dentist or late-opening dentist.
Where possible the NHS 111 team will book you an appointment or transfer you directly to the people you need to
speak to. If NHS 111 advisers think you need an ambulance, they will immediately arrange for one to be sent to you.
For immediate, life-threatening emergencies, such as loss of consciousness, acute confused state and fits that are
not stopping, persistent severe chest pain, breathing difficulties, severe bleeding that cannot be stopped,
severe allergic reactions, severe burns or scalds call 999.

BABYSITTING/ CHILD MINDING

Do you need a babysitter? I am 19, and will be

back from uni in the Christmas holidays – 3rd
December – 9th January. I am happy to babysit
children of any age at any time…
(Work experience from Woodpecker’s Nursery, Bristol and locally in
West Overton, Lockeridge, Manton, East Kennet and Avebury)
Please contact: Imi Dobie West Overton 01672 861882
or 07484740669
imogen.dobie@jesus.ox.ac.uk (best contact during term time)

M J Sly

ON CALL DAY & NIGHT
01672 512444 OR 810727
WNOPQ YNRS LPQSPQ RPNS
MNRTUPRPVOW WXTYZWXR[
SN8 1LH

New Memorials and Restorations
All types of memorials
Handcrafted to a high standard in our own workshops at
Pelham Court, London Road
Marlborough

**FREE Quotes Given**
Telephone: (01672) 516797
martin@mjsly.co.uk

For a free memorial brochure
www.upperkennetnews.co.uk

Flowers designed for all occasions by Kerry

Beautiful flowers for all occasions to include weddings, funerals and
gift flowers. Delivery to Swindon, Swindon Villages and Marlborough.
Telephone: (01672) 539840 or 07825 871984
Email: Kerry@poppywillow-flowers.co.uk
Www.poppywillow-flowers.co.uk
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(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd
SPECIALISTS IN
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING SYSTEMS
Servicing & repairs / Installation
Landlord’s Certificates / Gas Safety Records
Tel: (01793) 536871
Email: general@austinheat.com
Website: www.austinheat.com

S. White
Trading for over 40 years

GARDEN MAINTENANCE
GRASS CUTTING
HEDGE CUTTING
TREE FELLING
PLANTING

Tel: 01672 861566
Mob: 07917 353314

GETT
Landscaping
Patios, Decking, Driveways
Fencing, Turfing, Seeding,
Hedgecutting.
All types of groundwork
Contact: Tim Smith
Mob: 07811 142390
Also available Machine Hire and Driver Incl:
Mini Digger
Skid Steer
Telescopic Handler
Tractor & Implements
Fully insured. Phone for a free quote

EARTHWISE
GARDEN DESIGN LTD.
ANYA HOPE MEDLIN
(MA Cantab)
Qualified and experienced
horticulturalist and garden designer
offers an individual and personal
service.
* Complete design and build service
* Planting plans for complete gardens or single borders
* Restoration of neglected gardens
* Consultation and plant sourcing
* Wild gardens/personalised retreats

Tel/Fax 01672 861462 Mobile 07970 590674
e-mail:- anya.earthwise@googlemail.com

Est. 1991

D. W. Oliver TreeB.Sc.A.I.W.Sc.
Services Ltd

TREE PRUNING
LANDSCAPING
WOODCHIPPING
TREE FELLING
FORESTRY C ONTRACTING
FENCING
Tel 01672 861310
Mobile 07976 644706

FOR A FREE QUOTE
£5M INSURANCE
Tree Surgery works carried out by qualified staff

VtÜÑxà VÄxtÇ
e|v~ç YÄ|Çà
Est. 1997
Friendly local service
Professional work
at sensible prices
Call for no obligation quote
Mobile: 07799 215837
Great Bedwyn 01672 871414

E-mail: info@dwoliver.com
Web: www.dwoliver.com
www.upperkennetnews.co.uk
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What’s On at AVEBURY SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB www.avebury-club.co.uk
Saturday 3rd – A Music Quiz with a Christmas Theme (in Second half) –
Questions, pictures to identify and songs to recognise. Prizes to be won.
Tuesday 6th – Avebury Youth FC Christmas Prize Bingo – Lots of festive prizes.
Saturday 10th – Casino Night – A fun and entertaining evening, see the famous horses again!
Tuesday 13th – Avebury Club Christmas Prize Bingo – Many seasonal prizes.
Saturday 17th – Children’s Christmas Party with Santa – Come and see him arrive
by special carriage, visit him in his grotto. Presents, finger buffet, disco and special entertainment
– all for ONLY £5.00 per child.
See website for ticket details, tickets also available from the Community Shop
Saturday 17th - Evening - Christmas Draw, lots of prizes - tickets on sale now
Tuesday 20th - Avebury Club Christmas Prize Bingo – last chance before Christmas!
Saturday 24th – Christmas Eve Fun and Games Night
Saturday 31st – New Years Eve Disco with Neil.
Happy Hour from 8.30pm. You are welcome to Bring Your Own Food
Members FREE Entrance until 9.00pm and £2 after.Visitors £2 before 9.00pm and £5 after.

January
Saturday 7th – Games Night – pool, darts, skittles, crib, dominoes
Saturday 14th – Skittles for Cash
Saturday 21st – Pool Tournament – Cash Prizes
Saturday 28th – Darts Tournament - ££ Cash Prizes
Every Sunday - Bingo - Eyes down 8.00pm - ££ Cash prizes

WHO’S WHO in the Upper Kennet Churches
RECTOR - REV’D MARIA SHEPHERDSON
01672 539643
The Rectory, 27 High Street, Avebury, SN8 1RF
email mariashepherdson@rocketmail.com
If you require a priest in an emergency and are unable to contact Rev’d Maria please telephone one of the churchwardens.
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS
Mrs Claire Stiles
01793 731620 c.j.stiles@hotmail. co.uk
Mr Graham Kitchen
01672 861349 graham@grahamkitchen.com
BENEFICE OFFICE: Ray Manley, Anne Robinson (Mon-Thurs, 10am-1pm)
Tel: 01672 861786
e-mail: office@upkennet.eclipse.co.uk
Website: www.upperkennetchurches.org.uk
Address: The Garden Room, 62 Lockeridge, SN8 4EL
CHURCHWARDENS
AVEBURY
EAST KENNETT
WEST OVERTON
FYFIELD
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT
BROAD HINTON
Benefice Council Lay Chairman

Mrs Maureen Dixon
Mrs Sandra Hues
Mrs Helen Vickers
Mr Graham Kitchen
Mrs Jo Snape
Mrs Susan Rogers
Ms Vicky Evans
Ms Penny Gold
Mrs Glynis Long
Mr Peter Barry
Mrs Jenni Moseling
Miss Sally Cartwright

01672 539690
01672 539444
01672 539482
01672 861349
01672 861267
01672 861374
01672 861622
01672 539158
01793 731398
01793 731589
01793 731629
01793 731050

Mr Mark Wightman

01793 731452 wightman1944@btinternet.com

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL SECRETARIES
AVEBURY
Mr David Davidge
EAST KENNETT, FYFIELD
& WEST OVERTON
Mrs Lynne Williams
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON
Mr Bill Buxton
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT
Mr Martin Knight
BROAD HINTON
Mrs Marjorie Sykes

shues01@hotmail.com
brian.helen.vickers@googlemail.com
graham@grahamkitchen.com
josiesnape@aol.com
sjrogers44@gmail.com
vickyevans1@btinternet.com
goldpennygold@aol.com
glynislong@btopenworld.com
peter17.barry@gmail.com
jenni.moseling@btinternet.com
sally.cartwright@broadhinton.org.uk

01672 513819 mail@dwdmar.plus.com
01672 861511 lynne.williams55@gmail.com
01672 539199 bill.buxton@btinternet.com
01793 731764 martin@vintry.co.uk
01793 731471 marjorie.sykes@btinternet.com

MAGAZINES
UPPER KENNET NEWS in Fyfield, West Overton, East & West Kennett, Beckhampton, Avebury Trusloe, Avebury,
Winterbourne Monkton & Berwick Bassett:
Editor David Throup, Longmynd, Lockeridge SN8 4ED
01672 861279
davidthroup@aol.com
Please send all copy including advertising and payment to David Throup.
Final copy date 20th of each month
LOCAL NEWS in Uffcott, Broad Hinton & Winterbourne Bassett:
Editor Dawn May
01793 739130
Final copy date 20th of each month

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk

3villageslocalnews@gmail.com
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Art On Slate Workshops
Hello ladies, gents & teenagers. I would like to tell
you about the monthly slate painting workshops that
we hold in Avebury, Wiltshire, UK. These workshops
are especially aimed at those that say they can't
even paint a stick man. Well, I will show you how you
can paint much better than a stick man. Using
templates and step by step instructions you will leave
with a beautiful painting produced by yourself on a
gorgeous piece of natural Welsh slate which has
been sculpted and prepared by my talented husband
Tom. All materials supplied as well as laughter, tea,
coffee & Bikkys. Just £20 per person. Book your seat
now and I'm told these workshops are very addictive
so beware hehehehe.
www.kerrymckennaslates.com
Email: kerrymckenna@btinternet.com
Mob: 07540071337
Dates available are:
Choose your scene workshop.
Friday 25th. November 7-10pm.
The peacock workshop.
Friday 16th. December 7-10pm.
Other workshops will be added if required and I can
hold them in your home/club/pub. Minimum of 6
please. These workshops are very original, unique,
fulfilling, addictive & fills you with pride. See you
sooooooooooon

Fes ve fun this Christmas with
Alan Ayckbourn’s

“Season’s Gree ngs”
Marlborough Town Hall
1st to 3rd December
Time:

Evening performance 7:30pm
Ma nee: 2:30pm
Tickets: £10 from the White Horse Bookshop
Marlborough High Street

Online: www.wego@ckets.com/
MarlboroughPlayers Enquiries only: 07771 704253

Marlborough Christmas
Sat. 17th December at Marlborough College, 10.00-4.00
Marlborough Christmas, in aid of Cancer Research, Prospect
Hospice and Brighter Futures.
40 stalls, music and choirs, food and drink, Santa's Grotto
Free entry to under-12s

Advertisers Index
Company

at the Kennet Valley Hall,
Lockeridge
Friday
December 16th

Supported by

Lots of hampers and other
food related Special Prizes donated by local
restaurants and businesses.
Extra large raffle ! Enjoy mince pies at the

Telephone

Armishaws Removals
Aus n Hea ng
Avebury Club
Brian Wa)s
Carpet Clean
Chalky's Workshop
David Oliver Tree Services
Diane MacKinder
Earthwise Garden Design
F Dewey
Ge) Landscaping

01963 34065
01793 536871
01672 539258
01672 861438
01672 871414
01672 861123
01672 861310
01672 512444
01672 861462
01672 563440
07811 142390

Home Inspira ons
K A Callaway. Woodstoves and chimneys
Loney—Electrical Service Ltd
Mack’s Handyman Services
M J Sly. Monumental Mason
Moon’s Ovencleaning
Ridge House B&B
S White
Time Restored
Woods for the Trees
W.S. Swi=

01380 728644
01672 870619
01672 514696
07788 255969
01672 516797
01672 556404
01672 861527
01672 861566
01672 563544
01793 633725
01380 726284

interval, courtesy of Tesco Marlborough
Come and enjoy this
FREE ADMISSION
Doors open 6.30 pm
Eyes Down 7.30 pm

annual event win or

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk

lose

16

