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Christmas Eve

St James' Church Avebury

4pm
festive jumpers/ outfits/ sparkle actively encouraged!

.....

—

Kennet Valley C of
E Primary School
are hosting their
Carol Service on
Tuesday
December |7th at St
Michael & All Angels Church,West
Overton at 6.00pm.

If you would like to join us you would
be made
very welcome.
What a wonderful way to
begin the
Christmas celebrations.




VIEWS FROM THE KENNET VALLEY

2025 CALENDAR

For the ninth year and to help our churches at West Overton, Fyfield and East Kennett
we are again producing a calendar compiled from photos submitted by local residents.
The spiral bound, wall hanging A4 calendar will be available at the end of October at
£8.00 each, including envelope.

ORDER FORM

Quantity required at £8.00 each  Total £

PAYMENT
Cheques payable to:
Upper Kennet Churches Council

Or by BACS : Sort code: 30-92-63 A/C 01498496

Total amount £ Paid by cheque Q1
Paid by BACS a

Please return this form to:

The Church Office, St Michael & All Angels Church
Church Hill. West Overton SN8 4ER

(with a cheque if applicable)

Telephone 01672 861798 with any queries
or for more information
With grateful thanks for your support
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Kennet Valley Lottery Club

draw winners

£100  Number 68 Suzanne Snape
£75  Number 17 Samantha Harvey
£50  Number 104 Paul Burrowbridge
(Some winners prefer that their names are not published, in
which case we just state the winning number)

If you would like to join the lottery, please pick
up an application form from any church, or ring
Jo Snape on 01672 861267 or
email josiesnape@aol.com
Another way to support our churches at
West Overton, Fyfield and East Kennett

f] invite to join us for a slap up meal, we will have a great time and the chidren will

Notice Board

Baptism
Isla Rose Johns: Winterbourne Monkton
17th November

Funerals

John Albert Scott: North Wiltshire Crematorium
6th November

Jennifer Maureen Titcombe Avebury 7th Nov

Service of Thanksgiving

Richard Gordon Handover West Overton
12th November

Burial of Ashes

Peter Fred Banyard West Overton
26th October

Gladys Margaret Banyard West Overton
26th October

Charles Edward Lowes West Overton
8th November

Faith Marian Lowes West Overton
8th November

RIP

Reverend Warren John Sellers, who died on 1st

September 2024

Vicar of St Peter ad Vincula, Broad Hinton, and
then Rector of the Upper Kennet Benefice
1992 - 2004

" December 2024

View From Ministry Team

CHRISTMAS IS COMING, let's get the decorations out and plan who we will

have so much fun, we had better make sure that they each have an advent calendar
to open daily.

Sounds familiar???

Christmas is a time of celebration of the birth of Jesus but in many ways it is the
leading up to the 25™ December that is so important, the time of Advent, the 24
days leading up to Christmas day tell us of the journey of Mary and Joseph and
the struggles and joys encountered between the announcment of the conception
and the birth of Jesus. On each day when we open the Advent calendar there used
to be a brief prayer or reflection for you to ponder upon; a 'thought for the day',
this in modern days has been taken over by commercialism and now you get a
little bit of chocolate and a pretty picture; not quite the same as the original
intention!!

I ask you all, 'Do you celebrate Christmas?' if so please take the time to question
yourself about the reason why you do so, and take time to rediscover the true spirit
of this glourious time. When you are with your loved ones opening that little daily
square on the Advent calendar take time to reflect and understand the true
meaning of this action, try to attend a service which is open to all regardless of
where you are in faith, ask questions and open discussions for that is the only way
that you learn and understand fully what you are celebrating.

If you don't understand the Christian faith then Christmas celebrations are like
going to a birthday party and not knowing who the birthday person is, it can be
fun but has no great meaning. Come, question, discover, there is so much joy and
peace to be found within a relationship with Christ. A piece of chocolate is good
but doesn't last long!!

Happy Christmas to you all.

100 Club

Draw Results for November

Ist | £48.00 | 75 | Jayne Telling
2nd | £36.00 | 38 | Hilary Ind

3rd | £24.00 | 39 | Mark Wightman
4th | £12.00 | 22 | Peter Jackson

(some winners prefer that their names are not
published)

If you would like to join the lottery ring Philip Scott
on 01672 539104 or email philipscott2@me.com
Your way to help support the churches of Winterbourne
Monkton and Berwick Bassett
Lottery is licensed by Wiltshire Council

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk

JOIN US FOR

(CANDLELIT (PAROL
SERVICE
ICHOLAS CHURCH
ERWICK BASSETT

ST ©

SUNDAY 15TH DECEMBER
3PM
WRAP UP- NO HEATING!

A FAMILY FRIENDLY CAROL SERVICE
FOLLOWED BY MULLED WINE & CHILDREN'S TEA AT THE
OLD FARM HOUSE



UPPER KENNET CHURCHES SERVICES

St Nicholas St Michael Christ St James St Mary St Katherine & St Peter ad
FYFIELD & Church AVEBURY Magdalene St Peter Vincula
All Angels EAST WINTERB’NE WINTERB’NE BROAD
WEST KENNETT MONKTON BASSETT HINTON
OVERTON
1 December 8.30 am 10.30 am 10 am
Advent 1 Morning Morning Parish
Prayer Service Communion
Wednesday 10.30 am
4 December Celtic Morning
Prayer
8 December 10 am 10 am
Advent 2 Morning Parish
Service Communion
Wednesday 6 pm 10.30 am
11 December Meditation Celtic
Service Communion
(Taizé)
15 December 8.00 am 10 am 6 pm
Advent 3 Morning Parish Carols by
Prayer Communion Candlelight
BERWICK
BASSETT
3pm
Carol Service
Tuesday 6.30 pm
17 December Carol
Service
Wednesday (No service)
18 December
Thursday 7 pm
19 December Carols by
Candlelight
22 December 10 am 4 pm
Advent 4 Parish Carol Service
Communio
n Service
6.30 pm
Carol
Service
24 December Spm 4 pm 3pm 3pm 4 pm
Christmas Crib Crib Service Carols round the Crib Service Crib Service
Eve Service Crib
11.30 pm
Midnight
Mass
25 December 8.30am 11 am (No service) 10 am 10.30 am 10 am
Christmas Holy Christmas Christmas Christmas Christmas
Day Communion Service Communion Morning Communion
Prayer
29 December 10 am
1° Sunday of Parish
Christmas Communion

“A brief respite from everyday pressures —
a time of peace, calm and silent reflection.”

MEDITATION (TAIZE) Service
Every fortnight on a Wednesday evening at East
Kennett Church from 6.00 to 6.25pm: a chance to
just sit quietly and relax and enjoy the silence and
the peace by candlelight, with a background of
occasional singing and some words of wisdom.
Future dates for your diary:
Wednesday 27th November &
Wednesday 11th December
Please note change of time.

Please note.
The Meditation Taizé Service at
East Kennett now starts at 6pm
instead of 6.30pm

Morning Prayer
8.30-9am daily

Join us by zoom for half an hour to start the day in
an atmosphere of quiet prayer and reflection with
others, from the comfort of your own armchair. We
are a small group who value this wonderful opportunity to
gather ourselves for the day, to focus on what lies ahead and to
enjoy silence together.
For more details, the service sheet and the zoom link, contact:

Sibella Laing: 01672 861600 or sibella.laing@outlook.com

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk
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Upper Kennet Churches Christmas Services

Sunday 15 December
Berwick Bassett
Broad Hinton

Tuesday 17 December
Fyfield

Thursday 19 December
Winterbourne Bassett

Sunday 22 December
Avebury
West Overton

Christmas Eve — 24 December
Winterbourne Bassett
Winterbourne Monkton
Avebury

Broad Hinton

West Overton

West Overton

Christmas Day
Fyfield

Broad Hinton
Winterbourne Monkton
Winterbourne Bassett
East Kennett

3pm Carol Service

6 pm Carols by Candlelight

6.30 pm Carol Service

7 pm Carols by Candlelight

4 pm Carol Service

6.30 pm Carol Service

3 pm Crib Service

3 pm Carols round the Crib

4 pm Crib Service

4 pm Crib Service

5pm Crib Service

11.30 pm Midnight Mass

8.30 am Christmas Communion

10 am Christmas Communion

10 am Christmas Communion
10.30 am Christmas Morning prayer
11 am Christmas Morning service

Sunday 1 December — Purple
1st Sunday of Advent
Jeremiah 33.14-16

Psalm 25.1-9

1 Thessalonians 3-9-end

Luke 21.25-36

Sunday 8 December — Purple
2nd Sunday of Advent
Baruch 5

or Malachi 3.1-4

Canticle: Benedictus
Philippians 1.3-11

Luke 3.1-6

Sunday 15 December — Purple
3rd Sunday of Advent
Zephaniah 3.14-end

Canticle: Isaiah 12.2-end

[or Psalm 146.4-end]
Philippians 4.4-7

Luke.3.7-18

Sunday 22 December — Purple
4th Sunday of Advent
Micah 5.2-5a

Readings

Canticle: Magnificat or Psalm 80.1-8

Hebrews 10.5-10
Luke 1.39-45 [46-55]

24 December — Purple
Christmas Eve & Midnight Mass
Isaiah 52.7-10

Psalm 98

Hebrews 1.1-4 [5-12]

John 1.1-14

25 December - Gold or White
Christmas Day

Isaiah 9.2-7 or Isaiah 52.7
-10

Psalm 96 or Psalm 98
Titus 2.11-14 or Hebrews
1.1-4 [5-12]

Luke 2.1-14 [15-20] or John 1.1-
14

Sunday 29 December — White
1st Sunday of Christmas

1 Samuel 2.18-20,26

Psalm 148 [or 148.7-end]
Colossians 3.12-17

Luke 2.41- end

Safeguarding, in our Church of
England parish of Upper
Kennet

On November 12, 2024, Archbishop Justin Welby
resigned following the Makin report which revealed
significant failures in the Church of England (CoE)
regarding abuse disclosures. In the aftermath, diocesan
safeguarding teams reported a surge in disclosures of
non-recent abuse.

Across all CoE parishes last Sunday (17th November)
had already been designated Safeguarding Sunday,
aimed at raising awareness about the importance of
safeguarding practices within the church. In a letter to
clergy and others Bishop Joanne Woolway Grenfell,
the CoE's Safeguarding Lead, expressed deep sorrow
for the pain endured by abuse victims and emphasized
the need for safeguarding to be central to Christian
life.

The church has established strong policies and
procedures to ensure a safe environment for all
individuals, particularly vulnerable groups. To achieve
this, each parish has designated safeguarding officers -
here Rod Palfrey and Lizzie Daley - who in
conjunction with the minister for the parish, serve as
initial contacts for concerns, collaborating with
Diocesan Safeguarding Advisors to ensure appropriate
actions are taken. Confidentiality is weighed against
the necessity to protect individuals from potential
harm.

Each church has a Safeguarding File outlining
principles and policies in a clearly visible position,
and notices in the porches that identify individuals and
roles (photographs, contact information), and similar
information is also on our website. A huge amount of
information describing principles, practices and
procedures is available on the publicly available
websites of our Diocese of Salisbury, and on the CoE
website.

The CoE initiated an independent audit of
safeguarding practices, with the Diocese of Salisbury
being the first to be audited in January 2024. Feedback
highlighted the commitment of the community to
prioritizing the needs of victims and survivors. The
Bishop of Salisbury in a summary of the report
outcome reinforced safeguarding as a fundamental
right and a Gospel imperative. In another statement he
has acknowledged the need for the church to learn
from the Makin report and to maintain focus on the
experiences of victims and survivors as we all work to
improve safeguarding practices.

We are happy to discuss any area of safeguarding
operation or concerns with you.

Roderick Palfrey (07799 221816) and Elizabeth Daley
(01672 539277), Parish Safeguarding Officers, Upper
Kennet Parish

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk

Anthony Spender RIP, 1939-2024

I should like to thank Sibella, the church wardens
Sue and Stuart, and all the team in the office, for
their unfailing kindness and help in arranging the
recent funeral of my husband Anthony in West
Overton church.
The immediate and warm support from so many of
our community has been a wonderful thing - my
family and I are truly grateful.

Mary Spender




QUIZ NIGHT at The Who’d A

News from
the National in support of the
Trust St Nicholas Restoration Fund
December

Having sold out faster than tickets for
an Oasis concert, the recent Fyfield

Celebrate Christmas with us at Avebury Church Quiz was another huge

Our Christmas programme of events is now underway, with || success! The quiz champions were

six days of Christmas markets in the barn on 30 November, || ‘Les Quizerables’, a remarkable

1,7, 8, 14, and 15 December. Each day will be victory with a team of only 3! Each
accompanied by carols and live music. Younger visitors can || team kindly brought along a lot for the
also meet St. Nicholas, who will be hosting a festive auction and thanks to some unique

storytime event in the decorated Dovecote. Our Christmas
programme also includes two wreath making workshops on
6 and 7 December, as well as two winter walks hosted by
archaeologist Dr Nick Snashall on 9 and 13 December. Full
details are available on our website.

fl offerings, a very |
5| persuasive
auctioneer and a great deal of heart-
warming generosity on the night, raised a
fabulous £1,400! Once added to ticket
sales we were able to add £2,000 to our
fundraising thermometer, reaching the
£20,000 milestone. Hooray! Lastly, huge
thanks must also go to our wonderful

3l hosts, the team at the “Who’d A thought
It’ pub.

Residents parking permits and free access
If you would like a permit for the Avebury High Street car
park, please contact the team at
avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk. Permits are available for
residents of Avebury Parish which includes Avebury village,
Rawlins Park, Avebury Trusloe, Beckhampton and West
Kennett. To request a permit, please email the address
above with proof of residence and your registration number.
Parking is also available here for anyone displaying a valid
blue badge.
Residents of Avebury Parish can also enjoy free entry to the
Alexander Keiller Museum and Avebury Garden. Please
show proof of residence when collecting a ticket at the visitor
reception in the barn.

Protecting the henge
As part of our conservation work, we will be giving the henge
banks in all four sectors of the monument another rest during
January to recover from footfall over the course of the year.
As in previous years, this will mean closing these areas off,
however the rest of the monument will continue to remain _ DONATIONS
accessible as usual. Closures will begin on Monday 6
January and continue for the month.

Thank you for your support in 2024 ’
All National Trust facilities will be closed between 24-26
December; however, we look forward to seeing you again [

after that. If you need to speak to the team, please visit the
Alexander Keiller Museum between 10am-4pm, or email us

at avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk. .
collecting bottles

the Parish Bazaar on Sat 7th
West Overton Tower News December

A band of six bell ringers from West Overton and Preshute were
very pleased and proud to be able to ring at this year’s
Remembrance Service.

ANY BOTTLE WELCOME..
FROM SHAMPOO TO CHAMPAGNE!

It’s around 20 years since the bells were last rung for this service at
St Michael & All Angels. The ringing was conducted by Richard
Metters on half muffled bells as is customary for this occasion which
gives a rather beautiful echoing sound to the ringing.

Anstice Baring 07786 038359
Anyone from West Overton or nearby villages wishing to learn more : : -
about bell ringing please contact Richard 07979 357913 or myself Sibella Lamg 016{ 2861600

07989 074223, or deliver direct to West Overton

Church or either of our houses

6 www.upperkennetnews.co.uk



Back by popular demand
On Sat 18th January 2025

BURNS NIGHT SUPPER
\((//AND CEILIDH \\}

the Kennet Valley Hall, Suiifi

B Lockeridge =

Tpm - 11:30pm

Live Pipe Music

Delicious Hot Food and Ceilidh dancing

with popular local caller John Carver
All left feet welcome!

£30

Bring cash on the night for
raffle. Pay bar cash or card

r Ticket price:
Email:
stuart-laing@outlook.com
‘Q to secure tickets

Full payment required at time of booking

AVEBURY SOCIAL CENTRE

As many of you will now be aware the NEW HEATING system is
now installed! Many thanks to the National Lottery for their
funding of this project. While there have been a few hiccups;
involving wiring and coin boxes, we can now report that not only
is the system working as intended but that heaters have been set at
an appropriate temperature for the night and day but also the
controls have also been “locked” via a code so that they cannot be
messed around with. We appreciate we are still at the learning
stage so these may yet have to be adjusted but as I write our
Treasurer is investigating the system for remote control of the
heaters, so that they could be organised to come on 10 — 15 mins
before a booking takes place.

The next stage will be the removal of the old heaters — but as this
will then require redecoration of the hall, there may be some delay
in this process while funds are arranged.

The Trustees had their quarterly meeting in October where it was
agreed that a new software booking system be set up in the near
future.

We have also had two successful soup lunches and the musical
event Counters Creek which we were very pleased to see so well
attended. The Pantomime Robin Hood, already almost sold out, is
the next major event to look forward to!

Judith Farthing Secretary.

Avebury Tower News

Looking back over the preceding two months, I see that further
comment is needed about a "model" (pretty well full sized) bell
stood by the remains of the 1636 bell frame on the ground floor
of the Church tower. Being difficult to describe what it would
look like, the simplest way seemed to install it by the old frame
so that it could be seen (it was quite portable). Suffice it to say
that it was not seen to be a thing of beauty, and there were
thoughts that it could be knocked over and so be a Health and
Safety hazard. So it was returned for possible display elsewhere.

An entry in November mentioned the writers hernia operation
and his resulting absence from bell ringing and clock winding.
After a postponement in September, the operation went ahead on
15th October, and he is now recovering. The problem with hernia
operations is that nothing heavy should be lifted, especially if a
twist is involved. Winding the clock involves both actions, so
thanks to Jonathan Stubbs and Michele Lomas for keeping the
clock going in the meanwhile - except we trust residents will
forgive a few hours stoppage when the clocks changed from
summer to winter time on 27th October. Few if any clock
minders want to go and change a mechanical clock's time at 2
o'clock in the morning, the more so since it still needs an hour's
stoppage to bring it to the correct time!

Regarding ringing bells after a hernia operation, I have not
found any medical people to advise me ringing until the practice
on Tuesday 5th November, when he decided it should be safe to
ring all the bells except the three heaviest in the tower. Heavier
bells should not be heavier to ring provided the ringing is steady -
but if things go wrong then trouble could result. Probably the
worst thing to do would be to what is called ringing the bells up
and down. Sorry to be a bit technical, but readers need to know
that wheel-mounted bells (usually) hang upside down when at
rest for more than a few minutes, and the act of pulling them to
the up position takes quite a few heavy pulls; the more so as the
weight of a bell increases. To conclude, I am not ringing any of
our bells up until (hopefully) an appointment at the hospital
sometime in December results in me being declared back to
normal.

Otherwise the past month's practices have continued as usual on
Tuesday evenings starting at 7:30 pm. Sadly the Tye twins have
now left regular practices to go to University, and they are sadly
missed. As ever we are very short of ringers and anybody
wishing to ring or learn to ring bells at Avebury has only either to
appear at the church at 7:30 on a Tuesday evening, or ring me
(Brian Vickers) on 01 672 539 482. If I am not available, then
either Helen will take a message, or you can leave one on an
answering service. Finally a piece of good news; we had 6 ringers
for the Remembrance service on Sunday 10th November so were
able to ring both call changes and a plain hunt. Apart from me,
the ringers were Andy and Kathryn Miller, Michele Lomas (yes
she who later played her trombone for the Last Post), Sean Tye,
and last but not least a welcome "occasional" ringer in the person
of Stephen Andre

Brian Vickers

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk




EXTRAVAGANZA
Saturday 14th December '
BREAKFAST CRAFT FAIR &

WITH SANTA FESTIVE LUNCH MENU
10.80am - £15.95pp 12-4PM

including breakfast,

a story with the Chief EIf, a FACE PA_INTING BY

visit from Santa and a gift

Spaces must be booked. I ‘FACE DR.EAMS,
TRADITIONAL GROTTO

L . 2-4pm - £10.95 including a hot chocolate,
&‘% . gingerbread man decorating, meeting Santa and a gift.
! Booking is a must. SEN appointments available.

EVERYONE IN THE PARISH WELCOME! N
Christmas Drinks on the Dene | WREATH MAKING WORKSHOP

5.30pm - £55 including mulled wine on arrival and a hot

Lockeridge ; l y chocolate and mince pie to finish. Booking is a must.
Sunday 15th December at 11.30am. . | s ® RAISING FUNDS FOR oA

It will be spiced apple-juice and mulled wine b
Please take any mulled wine donations to 4 ST ]
Dene View beforehand. i North Wiltshire L....,J
; ' THE NEW INN, WINTERBOURNE
Donations on the day of mulled wine and nibbles =% \ MONKTON, SN4 9NW
will be great! A 1 Z . 01672 539793
1 \

W 1 : /N\J |
. / ( ENEW INN 01672
3 _‘ }:‘IE?:E Mmg Yl levklon thenewinn@gdefb%cazg(?use.com

4

Slng Space Musical Theatre Ch0|r . |
Presents : ' Thursdag 54 - 530 m - PANTO PRIX FIXE

JOWI us {or a WGHdeF"FUIII fqomemade SU}DPEP’ cfub WF'H’I
S D au‘f’umna H-remes £22 For 2 COUrses.
‘ ‘ E I E I ] Sunday 8th - 12-lkpm - FESTIVE ROAST
2 @( W%&@ﬁ/— BOO& ama’ PFG'OJ“Q’GF‘ before IrS"P" DQC {'0 receive a COMP!fMGH'}aP‘y 5:{28‘5‘ ﬂ?f mufl'ed' wine
gt P 5K

Fn‘a*a_:z 13th - “Tpm - QUIZ NIGHT

Tabl’es musf be .[700 Gﬁr £2 er person, maximum 6 20 JIG er feam
r(ooa’ rﬁus?ﬂpbe Fre ordered P P P

Wednesday 11th Dec at. 7.30PM. . af
Pl o

St Mary’s Church, { ool sy s
Marlborough Pr LAy Saturday Ith - CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA

i § : Vst Christmas Fain Festive Lunch Menu, 2 Santa Expera'ences & Wreath
0In Us Tor an evening o es i s . s

EI'Id I'I"IUSiCGI hifswiihihe . e"'s Mﬂkiﬂg WGFES;]OP = aH *Cl‘ raise ;LH"IGJS {Or 3 (abm’ous CGMSESI
Marlborough Musical Theatre

Choir, including sing-alongs to s Sa{urd'a ZI'IS?i = _.",pm o SOLST!‘CE CELEBRAT]’IONS

Christmas favorites! Celebrate the

inter Solstice with an euemg of mulled cider and craﬁr’nﬂ orange

I Pomand'ers —Jus{' E

Gt .W‘I;— ¢ /ﬁ;.‘,-;ém- ;,-—_’lﬁ/ﬁ..r-@/

erw?' n f%/::;;/ g-_“ﬁa}"‘ = Tuesda 3lst - fm - NEW YEAR'S EVE
L : L * Comlpl'lamenforry mbbfes 'H‘!!‘OM?EOL{{'

Per rperson

d e evenm? & a BIIIGSS O'F fJuH)fes FO!‘ H‘rose L»U;10
Cassidy Janson = ' are shill with us af midnight]
i F 5 . ‘

Wednesday Ist Jan - 10am - NEW YEAR'S DAY BRUNCH

EF}IOB any)tﬁmg f'from a fmcon sanafwrc;‘a ‘)LO a Fulllr EP‘? JrfS;‘T mro SIG’G a OIGJ[J‘CIOLJS BUCES
Fl’ZZ or B!OOG’H Marg ?(rOP‘HJ'LJS* £‘I+ q59

Booking for all events is highly recommended - fund us on Facebook for our
festive opening hours. We will be closed on Sunday 1st December.

Doors & Bar Open At 7:00pm

Find us on Facebook or call 01672 539793 for more details of all our events.
For more information on joining our Musical Theatre Choir, visit Our chosen charities for our fundraising this year are St Mary Magdelene
\ www.singspacechoir.com Church, Wiltshire Air Ambulance and Home Start, North Wiltshire.

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk




o CHRISTMAS

@, VISIT SANTA'S GROTTO

*;. PRPQ & MULLED WINE *

# TEA & CAKE

{l CRAFT STALLS
* KIDS' STALLS

€3 TOMROLA FOR ALL AGES
LIVE SCHOOL CHOIR

<= PARKING AVAILARLE AT THE WHO'D
A THOUGHT IT PUP

OP{” ff"

DATE: 6TH DECEMRER
TIME: 5-TPM
LOCATION: KENNET VALLEY
PRIMARY SCHOOL

e
O

Royal Wootton Bassett Orchestra

THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS

A'Christmas matinée concert for all the family

Baker's Dozen

’ AR
.. ROt

Classical and popular
Christmas music for
orchestra and choir.
Featuring a special musical

narration of the classic poem
"T'was the night before Christmas"

TICKETS:
£10 (Under 16s free)
www.rwbo.org.uk

Sunday 8th December 2024
4pm matinee concert
St Bartholomew's Church, RWB

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk

NEWS FROM THE
WINTERBOURNE
MONKTON
COMMUNITY HALL

Registered Charity No 1199011

Please visit our Website wmch.club or follow us on Facebook.

Hall Bookings can be made by e mail to
wmch-booking@hotmail.com

The Hall has had a very successful
year and we would like to invite
everyone to share
Mulled Wine and Mince Pies
With us on Saturday December 7™
4.00pm - 6.00pm

The next Coffee Morning is on
SATURDAY Dec 14th
4pm - 6pm

Further details on the Website or
Facebook

aunne
P Ho,-

- T

WMCHI Further details on the Website or
es7. 2022 Facebook

-,
Trunire *

Faith and Charles Lowes

In the beauty and stillness of autumn we interred the ashes of my
Aunt and Uncle, Faith and Charles Lowes, who were married at St
Michael’s and all Angels over 80 years ago. My cousin Rachel
began the research for her parent’s resting place with Maria, and
the service was beautifully carried out by Sibella and the church
team. I am proud to say I am at least the Sth generation living in
the village and my great uncle is recognised on the war memorial.
Faith and Charles met due to the relocation of war and when
Charles came out of the army, he,like many others, began a career
in teaching, at Stanton and later Atworth.

Faith took well to the role of headmaster’s wife and crafted and
baked. Charles was musical and artistic and painted the church for
Faith. It remained on the wall throughout their married life.

When their son in law
died very suddenly and
very young, Faith and
Charles played an active
part in their two
Grandson’s upbringing,
which I think kept them
both young at heart.
There was always
laughter and fun when
my Aunt and Uncle
came to visit my
Grandparents, Ada and
Jack Light in Forge lane. I remember once they were full of a new
record release and couldn’t wait to share it . Well my
Grandparents weren’t at all keen, preferring Max Bygraves or
Englebert Humperdink. It dates me to say that record was Whiter
shade of pale, which Charles later learned to play on the organ.
Social history is so important, do remember to write things down
and label photographs, for one day memories may be all that we
have.

Naomi Watts



mailto:wmch-booking@hotmail.com

.KENNET VALLEY
PARISH COUNCIL

www.kvparishcouncil.org.uk

OVER STATE PENSION AGE?
You could be entitled to Pension Credit and get
the Winter Fuel Payment

Pension Credit gives people extra money to
help with their living costs if they’re over State
Pension age and on a low income. Pension
Credit can also help with housing costs such as
ground rent or service charges.

Checking entitlement is easy with the online

- Good practice — night-time routine and other
points relevant to you

- Identifying and discussing any further
support you may need if necessary

To request a free Safe & Well telephone
appointment, please call 0800 038 2323
(please note that this is an answerphone
service, monitored during office hours) or
request a referral through their website. A
selection of free leaflets containing useful
information on safety in and around the home
are also available. Please see the website:
www.dwfire.org.uk/safe-and-well-visits/what-
is-safe-and-well/

pension credit calculator: www.gov.uk/pension- 1 OCKERIDGE DENE - DOG MESS

credit-calculator

In addition to Pension Credit, those who
qualify could also receive Winter Fuel
Payment and other support like help with
housing costs, help with Council Tax and a free
TV licence for those aged 75 and over.

Thanks to the Pension Credit backdating rules,
it is possible to apply for Pension Credit and
have the claim backdated by up to three
months, (ticking the backdating box on the
claim form). This means that the latest date to
apply and still qualify for Winter Fuel Payment
is 21 December.

FIRE PRECAUTIONS
The Dorset and Wiltshire Fire and Rescue
Service offer a free home visit and advice
service for local to help keep our communities
safe in their homes. The Safe & Well
discussion covers topics such as:
- Using electricity safely
- Cooking safely
- Making an escape plan
- What to do if there is a fire
- Keeping children safe

The Parish Council has funded a new bin for
dog mess which is situated by the entrance gate
to the Dene.

Please clear up after your dog and use the bin to
keep the Dene a pleasant place for everyone to
use. Please also note that dog’s dirt can harm
grazing livestock.

Thank you.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE - BECOME A

COUNCILLOR!
Parish councils are the first tier of local
government and play a vital part in
representing the interests of their community.
Kennet Valley Parish Council serves the
villages of Fyfield, West Overton and
Lockeridge and its Parish Councillors are
responsible for:

e Managing the provision of various services
such as defibrillators, grass cutting,
maintenance of bus shelters and books in the
bus shelter

e Advising Wiltshire Council on local planning
issues

e Supporting the local emergency planning
arrangements

e Liaising with the relevant authorities to
improve road safety

e Maintaining the play areas and equipment

e Ensuring the village environments are pleasant
and free of litter

e Listening to residents and working to improve
the local facilities

e The Parish Council is often asked for its views
on a wide range of issues that are decided by
other bodies, this could include, for example,
public transport, regional planning or
community safety

e Supporting community projects

Being a Parish Councillor can be a really
rewarding role. For more information get in touch
with us at clerk@kvparishcouncil.org.uk

Elections are taking place on 1st May 2025 for
unitary, town and parish councils.

NEXT KENNET VALLEY PARISH
COUNCIL MEETING DATE

In the meantime, the date of the next full Parish
Council meeting is Monday 13th January 2025 at
6.30pm in the Kennet Valley Hall. As always
members of the public are most welcome to
attend — we look forward to seeing you there.

With best wishes from all the Parish Councillors
and me for the Festive Season and a happy and
healthy 2025.

Alison Ingham

clerk@kvparishcouncil.org.uk

Tel: 07897 797208
www.kvparishcouncil.org.uk

Avebury Parish Council -
November 2024

Councillor Vacancy
Due to the resignation of Councillor James
Northcroft-Brown, there is now a vacancy on
Avebury Parish Council (APC), please see the
advert for further details.

Flooding
APC’s Community Flood Group has been
established and is carrying out lots of work
behind the scenes to help prevent future
flooding in the Parish, including co-ordinating
efforts to clear gulleys and culverts, attending
flood planning meetings with Wiltshire Council,
and working with Action for the River Kennet
(ARK).

Play Area Update
The Avebury Trusloe Play Area equipment
needs replacing and a survey of parents and
children suggested strong support for this. Early
discussions with play equipment providers
estimate a budget of £35,000 - £45,000 is
needed. We would like to set up a Friends of
Avebury’s Play Area (FAPA) community group
to drive the project forward; open to all
including parents and businesses. If you have
any feedback, ideas, or interest in joining the
FAPA please email the Clerk.

Business Forum Launching in Avebury
We are excited to announce the launch of the
Avebury Business Forum hosted by APC. The
ABEF is a new initiative designed to bring
together village business representatives to
discuss shared concerns, updates, and
opportunities for collaboration. We look
forward to welcoming representatives from

businesses across Avebury at our inaugural
meeting in December and hope the forum will
develop into a valuable working group that
strengthens our community ties and addresses
important issues collectively. The forum will be
held quarterly, with agenda items shaped by
local business needs and input. We believe this
will become an effective platform for
collaboration and mutual support within
Avebury.

For more information or to get involved, please
contact Councillor Kenyon.

Rights of Way Audit Councillor Natasha
Kenyon is now representing APC in the
Combined Parish Rights of Way Group. This
group aims to address a backlog of issues
reported on Wiltshire's Rights of Way. APC has
begun an audit of paths within the Parish to
identify remaining issues to report back to
Wiltshire Council and landowners. We hope to
complete this audit by the end of the year.

Litter-ally Working on a Cleaner Avebury
APC has received numerous requests to increase
the number of litter bins in Avebury, as
residents are concerned about litter and dog
waste in the village and high-traffic areas. We
are currently working with Wiltshire Council
and facility management companies on a
solution to help reduce litter and keep our
beautiful, unique village clean for everyone, we
will keep you informed as the project
progresses. In the meantime, watch out for
further details of our upcoming village litter
pick; Valentine for Avebury: Pick up, Clean up,
and share the Love for our stunning Village!

Noticeboards Update =
We are pleased to /
announce that new . l
noticeboards will soon be |
installed in Avebury A ( f
Trusloe, Beckhampton, \ olncil  §
and West Kennet. The =
previous wooden boards,
which had unfortunately become irreparable, are
being replaced with a modern, maintenance-free
alternative. Additionally, the noticeboard on
Avebury High Street will be refurbished to
ensure it remains in good condition for several
more years. These improvements will ensure
durable and practical noticeboards for our
community in the years to come. Keep an eye
out for their installation in the coming weeks!

Parish Steward Update
Thank you to the Parish Steward, Will, for his
efforts in clearing the drainage gullies and
drains along the High Street. As we head into
winter, keeping the drains clear is a priority to
ensure water flows effectively. Residents on
Avebury High Street can help by clearing leaves
and debris from outside their properties. Your
help is really appreciated. Email the Clerk with
any suggestions for the Parish Steward's
monthly list. Next full meeting of APC will be
held on 7:30pm on Tuesday 3rd December 2024
at the Avebury Social Centre.

arish

D)

Emma Watson, Clerk
clerk@aveburyparishcouncil.org
www.aveburyparishcouncil.org
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Bagsail
(To or be Blessed)

We invite you to join us for an afternoon
of traditional folk blessings for fruit trees
and land.

Noisy children with pots and pans to bang
very, very welcome!l!

We will bless our village fruit trees, our
farmers, their land and cows and the Avebury
Manor Orchard where there will be traditional|

treats with the Lord of the Manor.

Performing seasonal songs, music, a Mummers
Plough Play and plough blessing. It's a day of
celebration, blessings, music and fun for alll

When: Wassail Saturday 11" January at 1300
2025, top of Avebury High Street in the Coach
House courtyard

Plough Sunday Church Service 10am Sunday
iz January 2025 in St James

7]

Follow us on Facebook - Spanker the ‘Oss

Parish Councillor B
Vacancy /

difference in our community? \ _

Do you care about the future of our village \
and want to help shape it? We are looking for

As a Parish Councillor, you will be at the heart of decision-
making that affects the local area. You will play a vital role in
representing residents, helping to improve services, and
and work in our village.

Avebury Parish Council meetings are currently held at 7.30
pm on the first Tuesday of every month at the Avebury Social
If you would like to be considered, please email the Parish

Clerk, and provide a brief overview of your reasons for

applying, as well as the experience and knowledge that you
The Parish Council will begin considering applications at its

meeting on Tuesday 3rd December 2024 at 7.30pm.

Applicants will be invited to attend and can give a brief

If you would like further information, please contact the Clerk

or any of the existing Members of the Council (Councillors).

clerk@aveburyparishcouncil.org

[\ i5[p?
i mﬂv"w
[/ . 1

St James’ Church, Avebury
Plough Sunday Service

with Holy Communion
10 am, Sunday
12" January 2025

Come to the Wassail on Saturday 1-4pm
Then join us the next day for the Plough
Sunday service

Bring your tools and seeds for blessing.
Celebrate our farming tradition at the
start of the new agricultural year.

Bless the earth and promise to cherish it.

Are you passionate about making a LL, ~
Y
U oncil
a new Parish Councillor to join our team.
working towards enhancing the quality of life for all who live
Centre.
can bring to the role.
introduction about themselves if they wish to.
www.aveburyparishcouncil.org

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR LOCAL
SELF STORAGE?

e Indoor self storage
e 20ft x 8ft containers
* Drive up access

¢ Electric roller shutter
e CCTV monitored

e Access 24/7

11
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VIS uwsnr by

As a local family run mobile optician,
VisionVisit can come fo you for your eye
test. Our fully qualified optometrist uses

the latest eve test equipment to give you a
precise prescription and thorough health
assessment. Not only that, but the test is free
with no call out, if you are covered by the
INHS. We have a wide range of glasses, from

budget to designer, delivered and fitted in

your own home.

So if you struggle to get to your local
optician or would just prefer a test
within the comfort of your own home,
call us now or visit our website for

more details.

Handmade wooden furniture FCIF your home

Matt's Tiling M.].Sly Memorials

All Aspects of Tiling
New Memorials and Renovations

Call 01672 516797
FOR A FREE BROCHURE
OR TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT —

info@mjsly.co.uk www.mjsly.co.uk BRAMM|

07590 044124
matt@matts-tiling.co.uk

WINDOW & GUTTER CLEANING

wINDOWpayne

> S - Services Dianne Mackinder
We service =3 Internal & External FU I]El'al SeerCe

Window Cleaning

,(( (A’{’

¥w\t\‘ooroug/; _

Patio, Driveway,
Render, Brick Cleaning

ON CALL DAY & NIGHT
01672 512444 OR 810727
WAGON YARD LONDON ROAD

MARLBOROUGH WILTSHIRE

SN8 1LH

01249 400 50 www.windowpayne.co.uk

12 www.upperkennetnews.co.uk



Est. 1991 D. W, Oliver Tree Services Ltd

B.Sc. A.I.W.Sc.
TREE PRUNING
LANDSCAPING, WOODCHIPPING
TREE FELLING, FORESTRY
CONTRACTING
FENCING
Tel 01672 861310
Mobile 07976 644706
FOR A FREE QUOTE

£5M INSURANCE
Tree Surgery works carried out by qualified staff

E-mail: info@dwoliver.com Web: www.dwoliver.com

Adie Cripps Chimney Sweep

Fully insured and certificate of sweep issued

T. 01672 512 438

CCTYV Inspections M. 07557 472 541

Cowls Fitted E. adie.cripps55@ gmail.com

W @adiesweep

£ Adie Cripps Chimney Sweep

Chimney swept

Bird nest removal

Clean Friendly and Reliable

‘?\“*55%- FEDERATION OF
S A% ﬁ /#BRITISH
APICS 5. < ‘CHIMNEY
N ZANNISWEEPS

JILL SUDBURY

is now seeing clients at the Fyfield Therapy Rooms
Reiki Sessions & Teaching +44 (0) 7973 951 286
Reflexology jilLsudbury@btinternet.com
Counselling
Hypnotherapy Fyfield Therapy Rooms:
Hypnobirthing
Indian Head Massage Priest Acre Cottages,
Rejuvance Fyfield, Marlborough
1:1 Diet Consultant

www.jillsudbury.com | www.themarlboroughschoolofreiki.co.uk

EPC needed for selling, renting or
insulation grants?

Fully Certified, Insured and Registered
Domestic Energy Assessor (RDSap)

YOUR

Energy Performance Certificates for domestic
properties.

EPC

Covering Kennet and the surrounding areas.
Website: yourepc.org.uk

Email: steve ourepc.org.uk
Call/Text/WhatsApp Steve on: 07387 185608

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk

Arthritis
Tinnitus

Sport injuries Sciatica

Insomnia Headaches

Womens health @ Digestion Pain

Anxiety Depression @ Skin issues

Appleyard Acu gt

Wiltshire Acupuncture Clinic

e.||:-:|!;-\..:|.'.|!:.-_-||.ui!_u-;'n

() 07736073067

https://appleyvardacu.wixsite
comy/acupuncture @n

PRIVATE CLINIC IN LOCKERIDGE NR.
MAREBORSUGH

NEIL MARSH
CARPENTRY
SERVICES

+ All aspects of Carpentry

+ Bespoke wardrobes

+ Kitchens

+ Multi panel shower boarding
+ Fencing & decking

+ General maintenance

Tel Neil on: 07969 332709

M.Hutton Electrical /
Napit Part P _H_egistered '\ﬁe;tic
Electrician 3

Installations & .
Maintenance.
Rewires, New builds , Extensions.
Electric Showers , Cookers .
Electric Heating.
Consumer unit / fuse box upgrades.
New Sockets & Telephone Points.
Internal / External Lighting. Cotv &1 Alarm
Systems. Fault finding & Correction.
Public lighility insurance
for £2 million
Tel : 07974433456

Over 30 Years Email ;

experience M.Huttonelectrical@gmail.com




K. A. Callaway.

Great Bedwyn
WOODSTOVES &
CHIMNEY LININGS

Woodstoves: many makes, new and
second hand discounted.

Flue lining: Stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed
TV flue camera for internal chimney inspection.
Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection.

FREE site visit and advice recommended

Tel: 01672 870619  Mobile: 0860 722646

SHEPPARD DECORATORS
WE CONSIDER PROJECTS OF ALL SIZES
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR.

CALL DARREN FOR A FRIENDLY QUOTE.
01380 725652 07876 433655
WWW.SHEPPARD-DECORATORS.CO.UK

S. White

GARDEN
MAINTENANCE
ARBORICULTURE
SERVICES

* All aspects of tree work
undertaken

* Hedge cutting/reductions

* Stump grinding

* Planting

* Logs and Wood Chip
available

Simon-white22@hotmail.com

Tel: 01672 861566
Mob: 07917 353314

Fully qualified and insured

EARTHWISE

GARDEN DESIGN LTD.
ANYA HOPE MEDLIN
(MA Cantab)

Qualified and experienced horticulturalist

and garden designer offers an individual

and personal service.

* Complete design and build service

* Planting plans for complete gardens or
single borders

* Restoration of neglected gardens

* Consultation and plant sourcing

* Wild gardens/personalised retreats

Tel/Fax 01672 861462

Mobile 07970 590674

e-mail:-
anya.earthwise@googlemail.com

RECTOR: VACANCY

PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES
Mrs Elizabeth Daley 01672 539277
Mr Roderick Palfrey 01793 731067

LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANT

WHO’S WHO

If you require a priest in an emergency please telephone one of the churchwardens.

LICENSED LAY MINISTER (PTO) Mrs Sibella Laing 01672 861600 sibella.laing@outlook.com

Mr Graham Kitchen 01672 861798 graham(@grahamkitchen.com

LAY WORSHIP LEADERS

Mrs Angharad Hughes 07771 615534
Mr Magnus Thompson 07885 465916

Address: St Michael and All Angels Church,
Parish Website: www.kennet8.org.uk

CHURCHWARDENS

Mrs Claire Stiles 01793 731620 c.j.stiles@hotmail.co.uk who is also a Lay Pastoral Assistant
Mrs Alison Andre 01672 539641 who is also a Lay Pastoral Assistant

UPPER KENNET CHURCHES OFFICE: Anne Robinson, Sophie Roberts (Mon-Thurs, 10am-1pm)

AVEBURY Mrs Sandra Hues 01672 539444 shuesO1@hotmail.com
Mrs Helen Vickers 01672 539482 brian.helen.vickers@googlemail.com

Mrs Maureen Dixon 01672 539690

BROAD HINTON Mrs Gill Crabtree 07774 424125 gill.crabtreel @gmail.com
Mr Robert Fitzpatrick 01793 739156 fitzpatrickrobert1 6@gmail.com
EAST KENNETT Mr Graham Kitchen 01672 861798 graham@grahamkitchen.com
Mrs Jo Snape 01672 861267 Josiesnape@aol.com
WEST OVERTON Mrs Susan Rogers 01672 861374 sjrogers44(@gmail.com

Angharad Hughes 07771 615534

LOCAL CHURCH COMMITTEES - SECRETARIES

MAGAZINES

Monkton & Berwick Bassett:

Final copy date 20th of each month by 1pm latest.

Mr Stuart Laing 01672 861600 stuart-laing@outlook.com
FYFIELD Co-opted PCC member Vicky Evans 01672 861622 bixevans@gmail.com

WINTERBOURNE MONKTON Ms Penny Gold 01672 539158 goldpennygold@aol.com
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT Mrs Claire Stiles 01793 731620 c.j.stiles@hotmail.co.uk

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL: Co-Lay Chairs: Simon Jones 07768 008160

PCC SECRETARY Mr Peter Barry 01793 731589 peter 17.barry@gmail.com

AVEBURY Mrs Michaela Lambert 07593 855621 mrs.michaela.lambert@gmail.com
EAST KENNETT, FYFIELD & WEST OVERTON Alison Ingham 07734 761912 alison.ingham11@outlook.com
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON Mrs Jenny Scott 01672 539104
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT Rose Barclay rosebarclay@gmail.com
BROAD HINTON Mrs Liz Palfrey 01793 731067 lizpalfrey@btinternet.com

Editor: David Throup, Longmynd, Lockeridge SN8 4ED 01672 861279 davidthroup@aol.com
Please send all copy including advertising and payment to David Throup.

LOCAL NEWS in Uffcott, Broad Hinton & Winterbourne Bassett:

Church Hill, West Overton, Marlborough . SN8 4ER 01672 861786 e¢-mail: upperkennetchurches@gmail.com

UPPER KENNET NEWS in Fyfield, West Overton, East & West Kennett, Beckhampton, Avebury Trusloe, Avebury, Winterbourne
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V& AMOR LTD.

CARPENTRY & PROPERTY RENOVATION

Covering dll aspects of property
renovation and maintenance.

View our range of services online
or call to discuss your project.

01380 587006 / 01672596006

info@grayandamor.co.uk www.grayandamor.co.uk

.

- o £l 11et a Boliy
...more than just a feeling

We are an independently owned business, located on the main high street, within the
Avebury Stone Circle. With many things to offer, we are more than just a shop....

Gifts - we offer a wide range of gifts, including souvenirs, books, crystals, incense,
clothing, jewellery and more....

Events - we host a variety of events, from book signings in the shop, workshops in the
upstairs space and 1:1 treatments in our treatment room. All spaces are available to
hire. Please e-mail events@hengeshop.com for more information.

Book Signings - we hold various book signings within the shop with a wonderful variety
of authors. You can view our upcoming book signings on our website. If you would like
to hold one of your own, please contact Helen at handrews@hengeshop.com.

4
ol PLUMBING & HEATING
C RMEUNTHAET[]RS Ltd

Ryan Marsh (Plumbing and heating engineer)

Gas safe registered (natural gas & LPG)

Air source heat pumps
Oftec (oil) registered
Boiler servicing & breakdowns
Unvented Hot water cylinders
Bathroom refits
General plumbing

Email: rrmarshplumbing@yahoo.com
Phone: 07891012074

Q'\“‘Z‘g@ Martin Bell

Home Help for Home Tech

%,
3

Home Entertainment Systerms
Broadband and WIFI
Mobile phones and Pads

E-Mail Set Up
Purchasing Advice

Laptop and Desktop Computers NHS App

Car Configuration Prescriptions Online
Sat-NavSet Up Scam Advice/Security
WhatsApp/FaceTime/Zoom Photo Filing and Organisation
Sodial Media 1-2-1Tech Teaching

Contact me NOW to fix YOUR Home Tech Problems

07767 445504 / 01672 861533
villagegeekassist@gmail.com

Online Form Filling/Banking

Crystal Skulls - We have a large collection of crystal skulls and all are available to buy
either in our dedicated room, located within the shop, or online at
www.hengeskulls.com

For more information about any of the above or to
shop online, please visit www.hengeshop.com

+44(0)1672 539229

avebury@hengeshop.com

% You can find both The Henge Shop &
Henge Skulls on Facebook
& Instagram

@ MOT’S & SERVICING
<% BREAKDOWN SERVICE
. & AIR CONDITIONING
< TYRES.
GPLASER KLIGNMENT

) gooil,_, old fashiot;ed service, Call us on

6123

1612

Hillside Farm, Rhuls Lane, Lockeridg ,ENB{LEE]
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Christrmas Tree Order Form

Support your community this festive season by purchasing one of our premium Nordmann
Fir Christmas trees! These fresh, high-quality trees are sustainably sourced from local
growers and come in a variety of sizes to suit your home. All proceeds go towards
maintaining our historic churches, helping us continue our work in the community.

Choose
Free and free Choose and
Minimum delivery on delivery collect on the
Height Price  Quantity the day on the day day

aft £34 |

5ft £42 |

oft £54 |

76t £66 |

sft £92 |

Bigger trees are available for pre-order. Please ask for a quote.

Payment Methods
O BACS Payment. Sort code: 30-92-63 Account 01498496
O Cheques payable to Upper Kennet Churches Council
J| Please send orders (with a cheque if applicable) to:
Address: The Church Office, St Michael & All Angels’ Church, Church Hill,

West Overton, SN8 4ER (01672 861798)
Email: treasurerwestoverton@outlook.com

Name:

Telephone:
Address:

Postcode:
Help the driver find you! Additional delivery instructions or a what3words address
(https://what3words.com)
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