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Kennet Valley Lottery Club
draw winners

£100 Number
7 Mike Bishop
£75 Number
28 Georgie & William Hartford
£50 Number
64 Suzie Snape
(Some winners prefer that their names were not
published, in which case we just state the winning
numbers
If you would like to join the lottery, ring
David Snape on 01672 861267 or email:
davidwsnape@aol.com
Another way to support our churches at West
Overton, Fyfield and East Kennett

Notice Board

Funerals
Christopher Moss 7 January Winterb’rne Monkton
Michael Smith 19 January West Overton

100 Club

Draw Results for December and January
1st
£48.00
70
Jane Crabbe
2nd
£36.00
87
Natalie Bennett-Nutt
3rd
£24.00
25
Kevin Bowring
4th
£12.00
60
Penny Gold
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

£48.00
£36.00
£24.00
£12.00

23
12
62
49

Bill Buxton
Jenny Scott
Steven Gilbert
Shelia McKeown

(some winners prefer that their names are not
published)
If you would like to join the lottery ring Richard
Nutt on 01672539611 or email
richard@184systems.com
Your way to help support the churches of
Winterbourne Monkton and Berwick Bassett
Lottery is licensed by Wiltshire Council

“A brief respite from everyday pressures –
a time of peace, calm and silent reflection.”

MEDITATION (TAIZÉ) Service
Every fortnight on a Wednesday evening at East
Kennett Church from 7.00 to 7.25pm: a chance
to just sit quietly and relax and enjoy the silence
and the peace by candlelight, with a background
of occasional singing and some words of wisdom.
Future dates for your diary:

Wednesday 3rd February, Wednesday 17th February,
Wednesday 3rd March.

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk

View from the Rectory
There is a South African airline
called Kulula Air – internal
flights, sadly. An airline pilot
wrote that on a particular flight he
had hammered his ship into the
runway really hard. The airline
had a policy which required the
first officer to stand at the door
while the passengers exited,
smile, and give them a ‘Thanks
for flying our airline’. He said
that, in light of his bad landing, he
had a hard time looking the
passengers in the eye, thinking that someone would have a smart comment.
Finally everyone had disembarked except for a little old lady walking with a
cane. She said,
"Sir, do you mind if I ask you a question?"
"Why, no Ma'am," said the pilot. "What is it?"
The little old lady said,
"Did we land, or were we shot down?"
I can’t help thinking that for many people in the 3 rd lockdown this just about
sums it up - especially business owners, school staff and home-schooling
parents, and everyone who has already suffered almost 11 months of
isolation and loneliness, job-loss, uncertainty and fear. The vaccinations are
rolling out but the ride towards being able to be together again feels wild and
our landings have been far from gentle. In our churches too we have carried
out assessments, put everything in place to ensure your safety for funerals or
services, private visits or meetings, only to have to change direction suddenly
in response to the latest government directive or local escalation in
infections. It can feel like a bumpy ride and a hard landing, and the
uncertainty makes us wonder if there is a pilot at the helm.
What strikes me about Kululu Air’s approach to flying is the rare mix of
humour and care – something I have seen replicated on Facebook posts, and
on social media, in meetings online and in reality - the care is there, we are
held by something more than the events we live through, and humour enables
a subtle shift to happen in our living and thinking through the crises towards
the landing beyond the present. We might well as that lady did ask did we
land or were we shot down? – but the most important thing is the landing.
The prose poem ‘Footprints’ printed inside the magazine reminds us that
when we feel most alone we are carried – lifted, as Isaiah writes, on eagles’
wings, and held in the unseen hand. May you know this ‘carrying’ at the
times when you most need it in the days ahead.
LENT GROUPS
Online Lent Groups will start in mid-February – please check your emails
and notice boards for details in due course.

UPPER KENNET CHURCHES SERVICES
St Nicholas
FYFIELD

Wednesday 3
February

7 February
2nd Sunday before
Lent

St Michael
&
All Angels
WEST
OVERTON

Christ Church
EAST
KENNETT

St James
AVEBURY

7 pm
Meditation
Service (Taizé)

10.30 am
Celtic
Communion

Wednesday
3 March
7 March
Lent 3

10.30 am
Celtic
Communion
9.45 AM – BENEFICE SERVICE – COMMUNION – AVEBURY
11am - ZOOM – Online Service of Morning Prayer
10.30 AM - CELTIC COMMUNION WITH ASHING – AVEBURY
6 pm - ZOOM – Online Service of Evening Prayer
7 pm - East Kennett - Meditation Service (Taizé)
9.45 AM - BENEFICE SERVICE - COMMUNION – BROAD HINTON
11 am - ZOOM – Online Service of Morning Prayer
10.30 am
Celtic
Communion
8 AM – HOLY COMMUNION – EAST KENNETT
9.45 AM – BENEFICE SERVICE – COMMUNION – WINTERBOURNE MONKTON
11am - ZOOM – Online Service of Morning Prayer
7 pm
10.30 am
Meditation
Celtic
Service (Taizé)
Communion
9.45 AM – BENEFICE SERVICE – COMMUNION - WEST OVERTON
11am - ZOOM – Online Service of Morning Prayer

One night I dreamed a dream.
As I was walking along the beach with my Lord
Across the dark sky flashed scenes from my life.
For each scene, I noticed two sets of footprints in the
sand,
One belonging to me and one to my Lord.
After the last scene of my life flashed before me,
I looked back at the footprints in the sand.
I noticed that at many times along the path of my life,
especially at the very lowest and saddest times,
there was only one set of footprints.
This really troubled me, so I asked the Lord about it.
"Lord, you said once I decided to follow you,
You'd walk with me all the way.
But I noticed that during the saddest and most troublesome times of my life,
there was only one set of footprints.
I don't understand why, when I needed You the most, You would leave me."
He whispered, "My precious child, I love you and will never leave you
Never, ever, during your trials and testings.
When you saw only one set of footprints,
It was then that I carried you."
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St Peter ad
Vincula
BROAD
HINTON

11am - ZOOM – Online Service of Morning Prayer

Wednesday 24
February
28 February
Lent 2

St Katherine &
St Peter
WINTERBRNE
BASSETT

8.30 AM – HOLY COMMUNION – FYFIELD
9.45 AM – BENEFICE SERVICE – COMMUNION – WINTERBOURNE BASSETT

Wednesday 10
February
14 February
Sunday before
Lent
Wednesday 17
February
ASH
WEDNESDAY
21 February
Lent 1

St Mary
Magdalene
WINTERBRNE
MONKTON

Readings
7 February – Green
2nd Sunday before Lent
Colossians 1.15-20
John 1.1-14
14 February – Green
Sunday next before Lent
2 Corinthians 4.3-6
Mark 9.2-9
21 February – Purple
1st Sunday of Lent
1 Peter 3.18-end
Mark 1.9-15
28 February – Purple
2nd Sunday of Lent
Romans 4.13-end
Mark 8.31-end
7 March – Purple
3rd Sunday of Lent
1 Corinthians 1.18-25
John 2.13-22
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Under The Beech Tree

Talking Tuesdays
@ The Rectory
Avebury

A Space to Breathe

Will resume in the New Year, Covid
restrictions permitting

Talk, Eat, Pray
Lively debate, great refreshments!
Talking Tuesdays will move online for February.
Tuesday 9th February, 4.30 pm
Staying Positive - connecting with God and with others
through the works of John O’Donoghue.
 a chance to share thoughts and learn from one
another
 an opportunity to pray for ourselves and others.

WINTERBOURNE MONKTON
CHURCH UPDATE

Although our Christmas services were fewer and shorter they were well attended
and involved all ages in readings, singing and playing. The church was
beautifully decorated and the weather was kind for the outside singing. We were
blessed to have Ophelia and Beatrix singing the ‘Once in Royal David’s City’
solo at the Carol service and the Christmas Day service respectively. The Hallam
Family choir sang at the Carol service and our outside torch and candle-lit
singing was accompanied by Philip on his cornet which added to the Christmas
atmosphere.
A New Year now with new projects! The first is the removal of the tenor bell to
take out the cast-in crown staples and then rehang it and fit a chiming hammer so
it can be rung electronically. This has
been delayed from last year
(Lockdown 1) and has been many
years in the planning. We will then
have one bell which can be chimed for
a call to prayer, for special events or
tolled for funerals. This tenor bell is
our largest one and cast by William
Purdue in Bristol in 1663 and is
inscribed “Thomas Purnell and
Ambrose Spencer Church Wardens
1663”, it is 32” in diameter and weighs around 3 1/4 cwt. Below are pictures of the
team from Nicholson Engineering lowering the bell and transporting it to their
van. We look forward to its return and again having the sound of a bell chiming
from our tower!
We would have liked to repair and rehang all our 4 bells but at over £30k the cost
was outside our abilities. They could be done at a later date should funds become
available. In the meantime we need to
raise £6,000 for this bell. If you would
like to donate towards this (any amount
welcome!) we would be very grateful.
Please contact Richard Nutt (Treasurer)
01672 539611 richard@184systems.com
or Penny Gold 01672 539158/
goldpennygold@aol.com. (Alternatively
donations can be made by Bank Transfer
Sort Code - 30-92-63 Account 00069605,
Account name “PCC Winterbourne
Monkton” with ‘Bells’ as the reference).
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West Overton Church

You may have noticed that we have been doing some
repair work in the churchyard to try and protect the grass,
the gravel and the graves.
The path through the churchyard is, of course, an officially
designated footpath, not a road nor even a bridleway.
The memorial gates at the bottom of the churchyard are
closed but can easily be opened to allow vehicles to enter
and exit should that be necessary. We would appreciate it
if you would kindly close the gates when leaving. The gates
at the Church Hill end will remain open.
We recognise this might take a little getting used to and
thank you for helping us keep the churchyard in the best
condition possible.
Churchwardens & Parochial
Church Council

Upper Kennet Churches
Winter Crisis Appeal
Are you able to help?

Six years ago the Upper Kennet Churches
launched a Winter Crisis Appeal Fund to help
those who were experiencing short term financial
problems.
Over that period we have had many donations and
we have been able to help a large number of
families who were in desperate need.
This year, again, we would ask if you would
make a donation if you are able to – perhaps you
don’t really need your winter fuel allowance, for
example.
Please give your donation to a church warden, or
send a cheque to Upper Kennet Churches, The
Garden Room, 62 Lockeridge, SN8 4EL or by
BACS transfer using sort code 30-92-63 –
account number 01498496.
Thank you.

Do you need help?

If you:
 live in one of the Upper Kennet Parishes
 are worried about where the next meal is
coming from
 have to choose between heating and eating
 are facing a sudden financial emergency
we might be able to assist with a week’s food
supply, or fuel support, or just general advice.
Contact Rev’d Maria Shepherdson on 01672
539643, or a Lay Pastoral Assistant on 01672
861786. Your call will be treated in total
confidence.
This is not a substitute for Social Benefits or the
Food Bank. It is a gesture from people who
understand what you are experiencing.
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Update from the National Trust
February 2021
Well here we are again – in lockdown No. 3 and a sad way to
start the year.
The National Trust’s policy is to keep the majority of its
gardens, parks and countryside in England open for local
members and people to enjoy fresh air and exercise during this
difficult time.
However, there is a recognition that individual properties are
very different, and that this guidance can’t be safely and
practically implemented at all places. Therefore, after
consultation with the community, the Trust and our local team
we felt that it would not be safe to open the National Trust
facilities at Avebury.
Here at Avebury we have a particular challenge with the long
narrow footpath leading from the main visitor car park to the
High Street, which doesn’t allow for 2 metres social distancing
along the route. We were able to operate the footpath under the
Government’s previous spacing guidance, but with the revised
restrictions we are not able to use the path safely and
compliantly.
As they say, it’s always darkest before the dawn, which seems
the case here. We may look dormant, but we are working busily
in the background on getting prepared for reopening, so that we
are ready to welcome visitors again as soon as we can safely do
so. We are putting plans in place for Easter and getting the
garden and museum ready for re-opening. We also hope to open
the manor again in the not too distant future, exploring different
operating models, such as guided tours, to adapt to the changed
environment. When this will happen is of course totally out of
our hands, but we will share more info on our re-opening plans
as soon as we can.
With February already here we’re looking for the signs of
spring, the snowdrops and daffodils are already out and one day
soon we will wake up to warmth, sunshine, spring flowers and
the sound of happy families exploring the stone circle and the
Old Farmyard – it’s not that far away.
To get in touch please contact us on 01672 539250 or email
avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk; we always love to hear from you.

Avian Flu

With all the problems of the pandemic for humans I have
noticed that some people are not aware of the Avian influenza
outbreak and that there is a national lockdown for birds
ongoing.
There have been outbreaks as close as Gloucestershire and
North Dorset, the latter in backyard poultry.
 To check the regulations go to
https://gov.uk/guidance/avian-influenza-bird-flu

 People who keep poultry should also avoid walking where
wild waterfowl are but if wild fowl are seen to be ill
contact the number listed on the web site.

 The regulations include everyone, even if it is two hens at

The Proposed Closure
of Furlong Close

You may have seen coverage about the proposed closure of
Furlong Close in Seend in the Gazette & Herald. There is a
campaign by the families and friends of residents to get Wiltshire
Council and HfT, the charity that runs it, to reverse this decision.
Many of the residents have lived there long term and others use
the day centre for support. I know of two families who have
members who live there, one is the daughter of a friend and the
other is a gentleman who attends the RDA group based at
Lockeridge. Both have lived there long term and both would
struggle without the care and support they receive. The
following is a letter asking for your support.
Maggie Lewis
I write as Chair of The Families and Friends of Furlong Close to
explain the situation of the 34 learning disabled residents currently
under threat of losing their homes, and of the many day care service
users who have already lost their occupation and friendships as a result
of the closure of that service.
The Families and Friends have come together to fight the closure
and we are seeking public support in our campaign to get Hft and
Wiltshire Council to think again.
As you may know from local media coverage the decision to shut
down Furlong Close was announced without warning to residents, staff
and families in mid-October by the charity Hft which took over the
close of five bungalows and associated flatlets from Self Unlimited in
2013. The shock announcement came on the heels of the news that day
care services on site would also be closed for good.
Many of the residents, who have severe learning disabilities, many
coupled with epilepsy, sight and hearing impediment and severe
physical disability, have lived at Furlong Close for more than two
decades, some since it opened 28 years ago. They and their families had
the expectation that it would be their life-long home and the news that
they are now to be forced to abandon their homes and the safety and
security of the Close and the village of Rowde is a terrifying prospect.
For some, now in their 50s and 60s, such a traumatic change will
seriously damage their mental and physical health. In some cases such a
move could shorten lives. The announcement has already left many
residents confused, frightened and depressed about what is going to
happen to them.
The decision to close has been justified by Hft and Wiltshire
Council on the basis that Furlong Close is a "campus-style" site which is
not a model of care now favoured by the Care Quality Commission for
new developments. This is a completely inadequate justification for
proceeding, without consultation, to break up an existing, happy
community of highly vulnerable people and force them to leave the
homes where they have been comfortably settled for many years.
Nor does it accord with CQC policy which expressly states that it
has no wish "to disrupt the lives of people who are currently residing in
a service that is not small-scale, provided that the care provided is
person-centred."
No one who knows Furlong Close would suggest that it is in any
general sense of the word a "campus", nor that its residents are isolated
from their local community. They worship, shop, volunteer, eat out,
visit the pubs and cafes and work part-time in local businesses.
And yet Hft, with the support of Wiltshire Council and the passive
agreement of many of the elected councillors are still intending that
Furlong Close be closed down.
The Families and Friends are asking Hft and Wiltshire Council to
withdraw the decision and to think again in order to allow all those
residents who so choose to continue to live safely and securely within
the supportive local community.
If you support our campaign please challenge your local division
councillor and those who are candidates in the coming May elections, to
declare publically where they stand on this cruel and inhumane policy
which is being pursued in their name.
Antonia Field
Chair Families and Friends of Furlong Close.

the bottom of the garden.

 Eating poultry products (meat and eggs) is unlikely to
affect human health.

Gill Swanton.
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Avebury Community
Shop
Shop Phone Number:
01672 539200

Revised Opening Hours 10am–4pm every
day
Coronavirus Precautions
Thank you so much to everyone for continuing to co-operate
with our safety precautions. We are asking everyone who
comes into the shop to wear a mask. If you are unable to wear a
mask, we are happy to offer a call and collect service – see
below for details.
We are continuing to open 10am – 4pm every day. We have
had to reduce our hours as a number of our volunteers are
unable to help during the pandemic.
Meet the Team

Dawn is our new relief manager.
She has been working in this role
since November. Before that she
volunteered in the shop over the
last 2 years.
Dawn worked at Nationwide for
30 years, starting her career as a
bookbinder and ending up
managing the printing section.
When she left Nationwide, she
trained as a carer and worked in
various care settings for 10 years.
Dawn has also done a lot of
volunteering for the hospice and
in charity shops.
Dawn wanted to work in the
community shop because she
enjoyed volunteering here and she
wanted to get more involved.
Dawn also enjoys working with
her sister Lynda who is one of the

THE ARTS SOCIETY KENNET
AND SWINDON (TASKS)

The society is still alive and well and is functioning very successfully on
zoom. Our lectures will remain virtual for the foreseeable future.
We should be delighted to see any of you, members or guests, at the
remaining meetings in this cycle:
February 15th The City Livery Companies: the Origins of the Great Twelve
presented by Timothy Schroder
March 15th Sculpture in Steel: The Art of European Arms and Armour
presented by Adam Busiakiewicz
April 19th A Brief Story of Wine presented by David Wright.
Meetings on Zoom begin at 11 00 .These are excellent lectures, brilliant
images and all done from the comfort of your own home.
We charge £5 00 per lecture for guests, to be paid into our account:
The Arts Society Kennet and Swindon
Sort code: 30-98-41 Account 12320063
Please use a reference code LECT01
Please confirm payment with an email to cjrogers43@gmail.com (01672
861374) and Christopher will send you the zoom link.

AVEBURY SOCIAL CENTRE

It is with regret that the Avebury Social Centre has temporarily closed due to
the restrictions placed upon us by the Covid-19 situation which meant that
very few of our regular hirers were able to use the hall. Despite this we
continue to monitor and care for the hall and as many of you saw the
Christmas Lights were up (outside at least) to help brighten the High Street
along with many of those of the local residences, during deep mid-winter!
We will hold our Committee’s quarterly meeting this month and hope that
with the vaccine becoming more available, and the onset of Spring, we can
anticipate a reopening in the near future when we will look forward to
welcoming both our returning regular groups and bookings as well as new
ones.
Judith Farthing Secretary

shop managers.
Her favourite products are Sumbler’s pasties and Paxcroft farm
eggs.
In her spare time Dawn likes cycling, walking and pilates. She
is also likes to spend as much time as possible with her family.

Christmas Update
Thanks to everyone who supported us with Christmas shopping
and orders. We had a bumper 23 Christmas orders. Thanks so
much to Jane and Maggie, ably assisted by Dominic for
assembling all these orders.
Thank you to the National Trust
We would like to thank the National Trust for providing us with
the shop building and maintaining it for us. We really
appreciate the help and support of the Trust and all their staff.
Call and Collect Service
We provide a call and collect service people who don’t want to
go into the shop. Please call us on 01672 539200 to place your
order, we will then contact you for payment and have your
shopping ready to collect from the door, or we can load it into
your car.
Extension of Free Delivery Service
Avebury Community shop will be providing a FREE delivery
service of food and other essentials to anyone in our community
who is in self isolation due to the Coronavirus. This is an
extension of the service we already provide to the elderly and
others in our community who are unable to get to the shop.
Please call 01672 539200 to arrange a delivery. We would
prefer payment by card, but can accept cash on delivery if
necessary.
Michele Lomas (Chair of Avebury Community Shop)
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Kennet Valley Parish Council

Users of play areas please take note

Kennet Valley Parish Council
[Formerly Fyfield and West Overton Parish Council]

For your own safety, the safety of your children and the safety of
others, all parents, guardians, carers and users must read these COVID 19 – Parish Council update
simple instructions. Follow them carefully and plan ahead so
Following the announcement of the new national lockdown from
that your visit is enjoyable and safe.
4th January residents are reminded that the Parish Council has
organised support if required:
 This equipment is checked regularly for damage, wear and
Are you concerned about getting your prescription?
tear but is not sanitised or disinfected.
If you are in self-isolation because of the virus and have no one
 This is shared equipment, used at your own risk.
able to pick up your prescription from the GP surgery dispensary
please telephone Jill Turner on 07900 223345 who will make
 Do not use the equipment if you, or any member of your
arrangements for it to be collected for you.
household has coronavirus symptoms, or are self-isolating.
The prescription must be ordered by you 4 days in advance as
 Make sure you have hand sanitiser with you before entering
per the normal process. We require your full name and address to
this play area.
 Encourage everyone in your family to wash their hands with enable us to be able to collect on your behalf. The Dispensary
requires a bulk collection if possible, therefore we would expect
hand sanitiser regularly and as a minimum, before and after
to make collections on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday after
using the play area.
5pm.
 Wash your hands when you get home.
Lonely and Need to Talk?
 Encourage children to avoid touching their faces.
If you are self-isolating, feeling lonely and want someone to talk
 You MUST maintain social distancing from others unless
to please phone Sibella Laing, Licenced Lay Minister on 01672
they are from the same household – current advice is to
861600 or Reverend Maria Shepherdson on 01672 539643.
maintain at least 2m.
Are worried about getting groceries in?
Avebury’s community shop is ready to help. Telephone them
 Some equipment can only be used by one child at a time
while social distancing. Please ensure your family waits at a your order on 01672 539200 and they will work out the cost. The
shop manager will call you back when it is ready and take your
safe distance if the equipment is in use or return later to use
payment using a bank or credit card over the phone. Please then
the equipment.
notify one of the contacts below who will arrange for a
 Try to avoid busy times.
 If you are wearing disposable PPE, please take it home with community volunteer to collect and deliver to you. It would be
sensible to keep it to a medium size shop, and it may take a day
you – DO NOT LITTER.
for the allocated person to deliver to you.
 Should it be found that these instructions are not being
Fyfield: Sam Harvey 01672 861318 or 07713 586225
adhered to the Parish Council reserve the right to close the
Lockeridge: Jayne Drew 07810 011902
play area with immediate effect.
West Overton: Tim Butler 01672 861518
Thank you for helping to keep everyone safe.

New Swings have just been put up on The Dene in
Lockeridge. We know they’re long awaited and will be lots of
fun. Parents, please note the new Covid rules for using play
equipment also in this magazine.
New and Retiring Councillors
We would like to thank our outgoing Chair of the Parish Council,
Sarah Nichols, for the huge amount of wor k she has done in
the role. She leaves to become chair of The North Wessex
Downs AONB. Congratulations and thanks to Jayne Drew who
takes her place as the new Chair of Kennet Valley Parish
Council.
Welcome to Martin Bates our new Parish Councillor for West
Overton.
Jeremy Hallett, r epr esenting Locker idge and Lavinia
Staddon, r epr esenting Fyfield, have r etir ed fr om the PC. We
would like to thank them very much for all the work they have
done over the past few years.
This means that Fyfield needs a new PC member. If you live in
Fyfield and would like to explore how you might serve our
community in this way just ask Linda Davies (861396) or
Anstice Baring (861260) or email our Parish Clerk, Sophie
Roberts (parishclerk.fyfield@gmail.com)
The next meeting of Kennet Valley Parish Council will be at
7pm on Monday 15th March 2021
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of additional resources, with the BBC Bitesize lockdown
programming popular.
Our pupils are learning to work independently at home as we
would encourage in the classroom, with our on-line learning
platform ‘Seesaw’, where pupils post their work and get
Church of England,
individual feedback, recognising good work and providing
Voluntary Aided School
guidance on improvements and stretching targets. I am seeing
www.kennetvalley.wilts.sch.uk
some fabulous work from all classes every day and some really
creative responses to working at home.
Ofsted ‘Good school’
Supporting families - we continue to suppor t families who
JANUARY 2021
may be struggling at this most difficult time. Our school dinner
provider Sue Brady is supplying food bags for distribution and
Here at Kennet Valley we remain determined to provide as
we are topping these up with extra items. Our culture of
much continuity of education as is possible for all our children. kindness and support means we have good communication in
However, as you will be aware, we were sadly unable to
place with families who need us most. We call all families at
welcome the whole school back in January because of the
least once a week to check in and to help identify what extra
national requirements and we’ve reverted back to supporting
help maybe required.
most of our pupils learning at home again.
Once again, teachers, pupils and parents have responded well Reading - we have been able to send reading book packs to all
to the challenges of a new way of learning. As a teaching team children in years 1,2,3 to support reading development at home.
we are very aware of the pressures this brings to home life and Our recorded bedtime stories for the children have also been a
many of us have children learning from home too and share the big hit, with teachers reading and recording their storytelling to
same family issues. We understand that we all have good days share as a regular event.
Thank you to Maria our rector for sharing her bible stories with
and bad days at home. We are all in this together!
us this way too.
I have a small group of governors working with me to
remain up to date with the application of national guidance, to
Fun Fridays! Although we may be apar t, we ar e coming
agree how we implement these to our school and to review our together on Fridays to share different themed activities. This
position. We continue to provide on-site education for the
began with a pyjama day for staff and pupils – you may have
children of key workers and our more vulnerable children.
seen the pictures in the Gazette and Herald! We have a range of
activities planned including mad hair and superheroes days. We
Home learning – We have an active home school
programme - our pupils access a whole class live “check-in” all enjoy sharing our pictures and this contributes to our sense
of belonging to the school family.
every day, to meet with their teacher who will pick up on any
common issues from the previous day and set out the plan for
I continue to be encouraged to see and learn about the many
the day. As you can imagine this initially caused great
acts of kindness and support that feature in school and that
excitement and some hilarity when the children saw each other continue across the wider local community as we face this
again but they have settled well into this new routine, with the pandemic together.
feedback from parents and children that they find the content
and the structure helpful.
We have developed a variety of pre-recorded teaching videos
to enable curriculum learning and this means they can be
accessed at any time of the day which many families find
helpful especially in balancing the requirements of parents
Mrs Emma Russell, Headteacher
needing to work at home too. We also direct parents to a range
01672 861202

CURIOSITY COMPASSION
COURAGE

News from the Tower
Because of the corona virus, December 2020 and January 2021 became the first
time that we were unable to ring the old year out and the New Year in. This has
always been a special time for ringers and in the past we were often joined by
others who were partying in the village, some of them carrying glasses of wine up
the winding stairs and somehow not spilling it and with glasses intact! One year
we had three clergy in the tower, Revd Gill MacKichan, Revd Warren Sellers
(who is a ringer) and the late Revd Dr.Helen Stacey; fewer people make it to the
ringing chamber nowadays but we often have Phillip Park, from Darlington,
ringing with us when he is staying with Sally and Keith Paradise. Phillip is an
expert ringer and it is always good to see him. Others gather at the Lychgate to
listen to the bells.
What would we do without Zoom? With Maria’s Zoom services, an impromptu
Zoom musical afternoon at the Rectory, with Kerry and Tom, Tallis and Maria
singing accompanied by guitars and a violin it was really joyful and a much
appreciated break from being isolated. Then we have ringers’ Zoom get togethers,
thanks to Jane Ridgwell. Just before Christmas we had a Zoom party. We all had
mince pies and drinks, some of us wore Santa hats, it was very enjoyable.
There are also virtual ringing Zooms, one is called Ringing Room and another
Ding. The ropes hang in a circle on the screen, each person has one rope to
operate their bell and anything can be rung, from simple rounds to methods.
Where there’s a will there’s a way!
Mary Davidge
Belfry Correspondent. Tel: 01672 513819

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk
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URGENT: Call to action –
Salisbury District Hospital needs
extra volunteers

health risk assessment as part of the recruitment process in order to
ensure a suitable match. Volunteers must be over 17 years of age,
fit and able to do a full shift on their feet and feel comfortable
working under their own initiative within defined parameters, in an
environment that may feel pressured at times. Free parking at the
hospital is available when on shift and/or reasonable travel
expenses will be paid.

Ward Buddies
This role supports ward staff to enable them to concentrate on the
clinical tasks. Tasks will include moving equipment, answering
the telephones, running errands, maintaining cleanliness of ward
kitchen and general tidying up of patient areas, making patient
drinks and delivering food. Full PPE will be issued as well as
volunteer t-shirts. Enhanced buddy roles with more patient contact
such as feeding some patients. These will require enhanced
PPE. There will be a fast track deployment so most of the training
will be on the job. We’re looking for you to ideally commit to a 2
– 4 hour session once a week every week for the foreseeable
future. Volunteers need to complete a health questionnaire and

Mass vaccination centre volunteer
There is a new mass vaccination centre opening in the City centre
from next week and potentially running through to the
Summer. We are looking for volunteers to help marshal to move
people through the vaccination hub from beginning to end,
keeping orderly queue management and some administrative roles
booking people in, etc. This role requires you to be stood on your
feet for potentially long periods of time. We’re looking for you to
ideally commit to a 4 hour session once a week for at least a
month. Surgical masks will be worn. A simple fast track
recruitment process will take place including a health risk
assessment. There will be on the job training. Free parking in
Salisbury city centre will be available when on shift.

We are looking for assistance with two volunteer roles as
described below.

Marlborough & District
Embroiderers’ Guild
For our Christmas meeting, we enjoyed a Zoom talk by Alice Kettle who is
Professor of Textile Art at Manchester Metropolitan University and the current
President of the Embroiderers Guild. Alice started by telling us about the
wonderful wall hanging she created for the Discovery Centre in Winchester in
2007 which was too large to handle and had to be stitched on site. Alice
showed us several hangings which were inspired by her connections to Greece.
Over the years she has been commissioned to create numerous hangings one of
which can be seen at the Lloyds Register Marine Insurance office in
Southampton. It shows a world map and the hull of a ship in the Atlantic.
Through her work at Manchester, Alice has been involved with an art project
which used textiles to learn from and raise funds for, displaced people and
refugees.
For our January meeting, textile artist, Nikki Parmenter talked to 36 of our
members from her home in Cheshire over Zoom this week. Since retiring from
teaching, she has exhibited extensively. Mythology and legends feature
greatly in her work and she showed us images of work influenced by the
Aztecs, Greek mythology and various artists like Klimt, Matisse, Botticelli and
Leonardo de Vinci. Nikki has exhibited at the National Trust property,
Gawthorpe Hall near Burnley and created a tryptic for display in Chester
Cathedral showing over 30 different birds.
For more images of Nikki’s work take a look on her website: https://
www.nikkiparmenterartworks.com/
The February meeting of the Marlborough & District Embroiderers’ Guild (for
members only) will take place via Zoom on Monday 1 February. The speaker
will be Andrea Cryer who appeared recently on the Portrait Artist of the Year
programme and her talk will be entitled “Drawing with thread”. The meeting
will start at 13.45 for 14.00 and if you require further information please email:
frenchknots2014@yahoo.co.uk
Please checkout our website for further details (https://mdbeg.co.uk/) or email
our Secretary at frenchknots2014@yahoo.co.uk

Est. 1991

D. W. Oliver Tree Services Ltd
B.Sc.A.I.W.Sc.

TREE PRUNING
LANDSCAPING, WOODCHIPPING
TREE FELLING, FORESTRY CONTRACTING
FENCING

Tel 01672 861310
Mobile 07976 644706

FOR A FREE QUOTE
£5M INSURANCE
Tree Surgery works carried out by qualified staff

If you are interested in either or both roles, please email
us on sft.volunteering@nhs.net stating which role is of
interest, your name and contact details, and for the ward
buddy whether you have any previous experience
volunteering or working in a hospital or medical
environment, which is not necessary but could be
beneficial.
Thank you for considering this and we look forward to
hearing from you.
Please stay safe and well.
Best wishes
Jo Jarvis and Monica Wilson
Voluntary Services Team
Salisbury NHS Foundation Trust – Salisbury District
Hospital
sft.volunteering@nhs.net

Surviving Winter Fund

Wiltshire residents can claim up to £250 (whilst funds
last!) to help with their heating and fuel bills over the
cold period. This time round we are paying either for
top up vouchers for their prepayment meters or credit
into their energy account if they pay by direct debit.
We can also help with solid fuels also such as LPG
gas bottles, wood or coal.
To be eligible, the client will need be in receipt of a
means tested benefit, of pension age, or of working
age and receiving a disability benefit (or they/
someone in the household has a health condition
worsened by the cold). They also need to be
struggling with their fuel bills and keeping their
home warm.
The fund can also help with boiler repairs of up to
£300.
To apply, call our advice line number on 0800 038
5722. We would need either recent benefit award
letters or a recent bank statement showing benefits
being paid into their account. It is not essential that all
of the information is provided in the referral as we
will be picking these up and calling those back to
gather any additional information! We can also
provide freepost envelopes for those to send their
evidence back to us.

E-mail: info@dwoliver.com
Web: www.dwoliver.com
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Brian Watts

(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd

Brickwork, Ceramic
Tiling, Painting and
Decorating, Garden
Fencing and General Maintenance.

SPECIALISTS IN
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING SYSTEMS
Servicing & repairs / Installation
Landlord’s Certificates / Gas Safety Records

With 30+ years of experience, there isn't
much I haven't come across, so for a free
quotation or simply to 'Pick my brain!'

Tel: (01793) 536871
Email: general@austinheat.com
Website: www.austinheat.com

Contact me:-

Trading since 1972

5 Southfield,
West Overton,
Wilts, SN8 4HE
Phone: 01672 861438
Mobile: 07732989650
E-mail: brianwattsbuilds@gmail.com

MOONS OVENCLEANING
Local – Professional - Affordable

Let us do the dirty work with tender loving care of
your oven, hob, range, Aga, microwave or extractor
using our eco-friendly and non-caustic system

Call now on 01672 556404
or 07723 048436

www.moonsovencleaning.co.uk

The same Father/Son run business established
in 2003 but with a new name

2 bedroom ensuite
self contained
secluded barn
conversion on
outskirts of
Manton available
for holiday /short
lets.

Contact Tamara for more
details & to make a booking:
t: 07554 246877
e: tamara@ttholistics.co.uk
www.ttholistics.co.uk
Reflexology • Aromatherapy • Massage
Available now near Avebury

Telephone
01672 539 288
Email
simper@talktalk.net

WELDING BREAKDOWN

M.O.T.S. SERVICING

CHALKY'S
WORKSHOP

Hillside Farm,
Rhyles Lane, Lockeridge,
TEL: 01672 861123

S. White

GARDEN MAINTENANCE
ARBORICULTURE SERVICES
All aspects of tree work undertaken
Hedge cutting/reductions
Tel: 01672 861566
Stump grinding
Mob: 07917 353314
Planting
Logs and Wood Chip available

Simon-white22@hotmail.com
Fully qualified and insured

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk

ON CALL DAY & NIGHT
01672 512444 OR 810727

Wagon Yard London Road
Marlborough Wiltshire
SN8 1LH
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M.Hutton Electrical
Napit Part P Registered
Electrician

Domestic

Installations &
Maintenance.
Rewires, New builds , Extensions.
Electric Showers , Cookers .
Electric Heating.
Consumer unit / fuse box upgrades.
New Sockets & Telephone Points.
Internal / External Lighting. Cctv &I Alarm
Systems. Fault finding & Correction.
Public liability insurance
for £2 million

Over 30 Years
Tel : 07974433456
experience Email ;

M.Huttonelectrical@gmail.com

WHO’S WHO in the Upper Kennet Churches

RECTOR: REV’D MARIA SHEPHERDSON
01672 539643
The Rectory, 27 High Street, Avebury, SN8 1RF
Email: revmariashepherdson@outlook.com
If you require a priest in an emergency and are unable to contact Rev’d Maria please telephone one of the churchwardens.
BENEFICE SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES:
Mrs Elizabeth Daley 01672 539277
Mr Roderick Palfrey 01793 731067
LICENSED LAY MINISTER
Mrs Sibella Laing
01672 861600
sl519@cam.ac.uk
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS
Mrs Claire Stiles
01793 731620
c.j.stiles@hotmail. co.uk
Mr Graham Kitchen 01672 861349
graham@grahamkitchen.com
LAY WORSHIP LEADERS
Mrs Alison Andre
01672 539641
Mrs Angharad Hughes 07771 615534
BENEFICE OFFICE: Anne Robinson, Sophie Roberts (Mon-Thurs, 10am-1pm)
Address: The Garden Room, 62 Lockeridge, SN8 4EL
01672 861786
e-mail: upperkennetchurches@gmail.com
Benefice Website: www.kennet8.org.uk
CHURCHWARDENS
Mrs Maureen Dixon 01672 539690
AVEBURY
Mrs Sandra Hues
01672 539444
shues01@hotmail.com
Mrs Helen Vickers
01672 539482
brian.helen.vickers@googlemail.com
EAST KENNETT
Mr Graham Kitchen 01672 861349
graham@grahamkitchen.com
Mrs Jo Snape
01672 861267
Josiesnape@aol.com
WEST OVERTON
Mrs Susan Rogers
01672 861374
sjrogers44@gmail.com
Max Dissanayake
07770 641944
maxdissanayake1@gmail.com
FYFIELD
Ms Vicky Evans
01672 861622
bixevans@gmail.com
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON
Ms Penny Gold
01672 539158
goldpennygold@aol.com
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT
Mrs Glynis Long
01793 731398
glynislong@btopenworld.com
Mr Peter Barry
01793 731589
peter17.barry@gmail.com
BROAD HINTON
Mrs Gill Crabtree
07774 424125
gill.crabtree1@gmail.com
Mr Robert Fitzpatrick 01793 739156
rft.fitzp@gmail.com
Benefice Council Lay Chairman
Mr Mark Wightman 01793 731452
wightman1944@btinternet.com
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL SECRETARIES
AVEBURY
Mr David Davidge
EAST KENNETT, FYFIELD
& WEST OVERTON
Mrs Lynne Williams
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON
Mr Bill Buxton
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT
Mr Martin Knight
BROAD HINTON
Mrs Marjorie Sykes

01672 513819

mail@dwdmar.plus.com

01672 861511
01672 539199
01793 731764
01793 731471

lynne.williams55@gmail.com
bill.buxton@btinternet.com
martin@vintry.co.uk
marjorie.sykes@btinternet.com

MAGAZINES
UPPER KENNET NEWS in Fyfield, West Over ton, East & West Kennett, Beckhampton, Avebur y Tr usloe, Avebur y, Winter bour ne
Monkton & Berwick Bassett:
Editor: David Throup, Longmynd, Locker idge SN8 4ED 01672 861279
davidthroup@aol.com
Please send all copy including advertising and payment to David Throup.
Final copy date 20th of each month.
LOCAL NEWS in Uffcott, Broad Hinton & Winterbourne Bassett:
Editor: Liz Moakes
07776 188805
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3villageslocalnews@gmail.com
Final copy date 20th of each month.
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PJD

SHEPPARD DECORATORS
WE CONSIDER PROJECTS OF ALL SIZES
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR.

SERVICES

Sheppard Decorators
CALL DARREN FOR A FRIENDLY QUOTE.
01380 725652 07876 433655
WWW.SHEPPARD-DECORATORS.CO.UK

K. A. Callaway.
Great Bedwyn
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Tel: 01672 870619
Mobile: 0860 722646

New Memorials and
Restorations
All types of memorials

GETT

Landscaping
Patios, Decking, Driveways
Fencing, Turfing, Seeding,
Hedgecutting.
All types of groundwork
Contact: Tim Smith
Mob: 07811 142390

Handcrafted to a high
standard in our own
workshops at
Pelham Court, London Road
Marlborough

**FREE Quotes
Given**
Telephone: 516797
martin@mjsly.co.uk

For a free memorial
brochure

Also available Machine Hire and Driver
Incl:
Mini Digger
Skid Steer
Telescopic Handler
Tractor & Implements
Fully insured. Phone for a free quote

Kennet Painters & Decorators
Interior & Exterior painting

Lionel Gale
Free Quotes
Over 25 years experience
Tel: 01672 861034
Mobile: 07787 373602
E-Mail: lionelpgale@hotmail.co.uk

www.upperkennetnews.co.uk

11

Spire electrical services
For all electrical installation work
Testing, certification and repairs
Domestic, Commercial & Agricultural.
We are an independently owned business, located on the main high street, within the
Avebury Stone Circle. With many things to offer, we are more than just a shop….
Gifts - we offer a wide range of gifts, including souvenirs, books, crystals, incense,
clothing, jewellery and more….
Events - we host a variety of events, from book signings in the shop, workshops in the
upstairs space and 1:1 treatments in our treatment room. All spaces are available to
hire. Please e-mail events@hengeshop.com for more information.

All work guaranteed for 5 years

Mark Briffitt 07733104993
Berwick Bassett 01793 739153
Over 30 years experience

Book Signings - we hold various book signings within the shop with a wonderful variety
of authors. You can view our upcoming book signings on our website. If you would like
to hold one of your own, please contact Jane at jane@hengeshop.com.
Crystal Skulls - We have the largest collection of Crystal Skulls in the area, and all are
available to buy either in our dedicated room located within the shop, or online at
www.hengeskulls.com

For more information about any of the above or to
shop online, please visit www.hengeshop.com

Spireelectricalservices@outlook.com

+44(0)1672 539229
avebury@hengeshop.com
You can find both The Henge Shop &
Henge Skulls on
Facebook
& Instagram

CARPENTRY & PROPERTY RENOVATION

Covering all aspects of property
renovation and maintenance
View our range of services online
or call to discuss your project

www.grayandamor.co.uk
CALL (01380) 587006
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