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Kennet Valley Lottery Club 

draw winners   
 

(Some winners prefer that their names are not published, in 
which case we just state the winning number) 
                     

Ã100 Number      9   Mike Morrissy 
  Ã75 Number     54  Mark Beverley 
  Ã50 Number     10  Pat Cutforth 
  Ã50         Number   102  Lindie White 
If you would like to join the lottery, please pick 
up an application form from any church, or ring 

Jo Snape on 01672 861267 or  
email josiesnape@aol.com 

Another way to support our churches at 
West Overton, Fyfield and East Kennett  

ñA brief respite from everyday pressures ï 
a time of peace, calm and silent reflection.ò 

MEDITATION (TAIZ£) Service 
Every fortnight on a Wednesday evening at East 
Kennett Church from 6.00 to 6.25pm:  a chance to 
just sit quietly and relax and enjoy the silence and 
the peace by candlelight, with a background of 
occasional singing and some words of wisdom. 

Future dates for your diary: 
Wednesday 8th January &  
Wednesday 22nd January  

Please note. 
The Meditation Taiz® Service at  
East Kennett  now starts at 6pm 

instead of 6.30pm 

Thought for the Month 
 
As we step into the new year, we are reminded of the opportunity for fresh 
beginnings and renewed purpose that each new season brings. January marks not 
only the start of a new calendar year, but also the arrival of a new Rector in our 
midst; a leader called to guide and serve our congregation. Reverend Jonathan 
Poston joins us this January from the Parish of St John with St Mary, 
Devizes.  This moment of transition encourages us to look forward with hope and 
anticipation. Itôs a time to embrace new opportunities for growth, both spiritually 
and as a community, as we work together in the coming year. 
In this season of change, we are reminded that leadership within the church is a 
sacred responsibility. As Psalm 78:72 says, "With upright heart he shepherded 
them and guided them with his skilful handò. We pray that our new Rector, with 
Godôs wisdom and grace, will lead us with an upright heart and skilful hand, 
helping to nurture our faith and solidify our already strongly rooted links to Christ 
and each other. 
Iôm sure I speak on behalf of the whole Parish in wishing Reverend Jonathan 
Poston a very warm welcome into our special community.  We will look forward 
to his Licensing ceremony on the 16thJanuary and hope he settles well into the 
Rectory in coming months. 

Angharad Hughes 

 

Notice Board 
Wedding 
Katie Harwood & Scott Lawrence  

 Broad Hinton  7th December  

 
Burial of Ashes 

Edith Marian Jean Russ  

 Broad Hinton  9th December 

William Langdon Buxton   
 Winterbôrne Monkton  14th December 

100 Club 
Draw Results for December 

(some winners prefer that their names are not 
published) 

If you would like to join the lottery ring Philip Scott 
on 01672 539104 or email philipscott2@me.com 
Your way to help support the churches of Winterbourne 

Monkton and Berwick Bassett 
Lottery is licensed by Wiltshire Council 

tŀƴǘƻ aŜŜǘǎ .ƻƻƳ ¢ƻǿƴ wŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΦΦ 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

1st Ã48.00    34 Leon Parker 

2nd Ã36.00      3 Lyn Saunders 

3rd Ã24.00    48 Joan Meeks 

4th Ã12.00    36 Rose Pearce 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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UPPER KENNET CHURCHES SERVICES 

Sunday 5 January ï Gold or 
White 
Epiphany 
Isaiah 60.1-6 
Psalm 72 [1-9] 10-15 
Ephesians 3.1-12 
Matthew 2. 1-12 
 
Sunday 12 January ï White 
Baptism of Christ 
1st Sunday of Epiphany 
Isaiah 43.1-7 
Psalm 29 
Acts 8.14-17 
Luke 3.15-17,21-22 
 
Sunday 19 January ï White 
2nd Sunday of Epiphany 
Isaiah 62.1-5 
Psalm 36.5-10 
1 Corinthians 12.1-11 
John 2.1-11 

Sunday 26 January ï White 
3rd Sunday of Epiphany 
Nehemiah 8.1-3,5-6,8-10 
Psalm 19 [or 19.1-6] 
1 Corinthians 12.12-31a 
Luke 4.14-21 
 

Sunday 2 February ï Gold or 
White 
Presentation of Christ in the 
Temple 
Candlemas 
Malachi 3.1-5 
Psalm 24 [1-6] 7-end 
Hebrews 2.14-end 
Luke 2.22-40 

Readings Morning Prayer  
8.30-9am daily 

Join us by zoom for half an hour to start the day in 
an atmosphere of quiet prayer and reflection with 
others, from the comfort of your own armchair. We 
are a small group who value this wonderful opportunity to 
gather ourselves for the day, to focus on what lies ahead and to 
enjoy silence together. 
For more details, the service sheet and the zoom link, contact: 
Sibella Laing:  01672 861600 or sibella.laing@outlook.com 

 
 

 
soup & bread, cheese, cake  
 & a chance to chat 

12 noonð2.00pm 
Ã1  - or donation of your choice 

All welcome  

HAPPY 
NEW 
YEAR 

  
St Nicholas 
FYFIELD 

  

St Michael & 
All Angels 
WEST 

OVERTON 

Christ 
Church 
EAST 

KENNETT 

St James 
AVEBURY 

St Mary 
Magdalene 
WINTERBôNE 

MONKTON 

St Katherine 
& 

St Peter 
WINTERBôNE 
BASSETT 

St Peter ad 
Vincula 
BROAD 
HINTON 

5 January 
Epiphany 

8.30 am 
Morning 
Prayer 

  

        10.30 am 
Morning 
Service 

  

10 am 
Parish 

Communion 
Service 

Wednesday 
8 January 

    6 pm 
Meditation 
Service 
(Taiz®) 

  
No service 

      

12 January 
Baptism of 
Christ 

Epiphany 1 

  10 am 
Morning 
Service 

  

  10 am 
Plough 
Sunday 

Communion 
Service) 

      

Thursday 
16 January 

      7 pm 
Revôd 
Jonathan 
Postonôs 
Induction 
Service 

      

19 January 
Epiphany 2 

    
  
  

8 am 
Morning 
Prayer 

  10 am 
Parish 

Communion 
Service 

  10 am 
Morning Prayer 

  

Wednesday 
22 January 

    6 pm 
Meditation 
Service 
(Taiz®) 

10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 

      

26 January 
Epiphany 3 

  10 am 
Parish 

Communion 
Service 

         

Wednesday 
29 January 

      10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 

      

2 February 
Presentation of 
Christ 

Candlemas 

8.30 am 
Holy 

Communion 
  

        10.30 am 
Morning 
Service 

  

10 am 
Parish 

Communion 
Service 

mailto:sibella.laing@outlook.com
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West Overton, Fyfield and East 
Kennett Christmas Bazaar 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to another very 
successful Christmas Bazaar and Christmas Tree sale, 
either by helping with the preparation and/or on the day, 
or by coming along and being so generous. Despite the 
appalling weather and a power cut that knocked hot dog 
and refreshment sales on the head, and meant an early 
finish, we actually raised more than last year- in fact, 
over Ã2,100! That's a magnificent sum of money which 
will go towards the upkeep of our local churches. Just 
as importantly, it was great to see so many people on 
Saturday and feel a real sense of community as we 
battled the elements. 
Best wishes to everyone for the festive season and 
for 2025,  

Alison Ingham and Jo Snape 
 

Christmas Trees 
 
A big thank you to the Snape family for organising 
the collection and distribution and to the delivery 
drivers who battled the elements to deliver the 
trees to everybody.  We await news of the final 
amount raised.  

   

AVEBURY SOCIAL CENTRE 
The highlight of the year for the Social Centre calendar is 
undoubtedly the Panto and this year was as impressive as ever!  
A wonderful cast gave an amazing performance full of humour 
and fun and not a little serious acting ability.  Particular praise 
must go to Justine Cooper and Alison Andre as well as 
Michele Lomas for all their extra involvement behind the 
show; but that does not diminish the very hard work of 
everyone else; from building the stage and moving scenery to 
the music arrangements and those who helped with the 
refreshments and the raffle. A tremendous amount of time and 
effort goes into these events.   
In the New Year we will be welcoming Jvno back to 
perform on the 3rd January and along with the other regular 
events we look forward to a successful year. 

Judith Farthing Secretary. 

 

St Jamesô Church, Avebury 
Plough Sunday Service  

with Holy Communion  
10 am, Sunday  
12
th
 January 2025 

Come to the Wassail on Saturday 1-4pm 
Then join us the next day for the Plough 

Sunday service 

Bring your tools and seeds for blessing. 
Celebrate our farming tradition at the 
start of the new agricultural year. 

Bless the earth and promise to cherish it. 

Wassail 
(To or be Blessed)   

 

We invite you to join us for an afternoon 
of traditional folk blessings for fruit trees 

and land.  
Noisy children with pots and pans to bang 

very, very welcome!!!  

  
We will bless our village fruit trees, our 

farmers, their land and cows and the Avebury 
Manor Orchard where there will be traditional 

treats with the Lord of the Manor.  
 

Performing seasonal songs, music, a Mummers 
Plough Play and plough blessing. It's a day of 
celebration, blessings, music and fun for all!  

 
When: Wassail  Saturday 11 th January at 1300 

2025, top of Avebury High Street in the Coach 
House courtyard  

 
Plough Sunday  Church Service 10am Sunday 

12th  January 2025 in St James  

 
Follow us on Facebook ð Spanker the ôOss 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiCmO6b0Z3YAhXEa1AKHd3mAvAQjRwIBw&url=http://paulbommerarchive.blogspot.com/2011/01/plough-sunday.html&psig=AOvVaw14VgvSTu2D9wO72Fcw1Hrj&ust=1514032627971061
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Avebury Tower News 
 

    Your correspondent (Brian Vickers) hopes that this can be seen before 
Christmas to be wholly relevant. Historically the ringing of bells in the 
days before the availability of watches and timepieces has always been 
linked to announcements of events and their timing - so ringing for 
Christmas has long associations. Unfortunately the huge expansion of 
information and activities since Victorian days has meant fewer bell ringers 
not just in our locality but nationally. Happily we have kept going at 
Avebury - helped by friends from a distance afield (like Calne!), and none 
of our Tuesday evening practices have had to be cancelled for lack of 
ringers in the preceding month. We managed to get 5 ringers for the Parish 
Communion service at Avebury on Sunday 8th December; They were 
Brian Vickers, Jonathan Stubbs, Kathryn Miller (from Calne - thanks), 
Michele Lomas and Sean Tye( we do miss the twins away at University).    
   So whilst we hope to be able to ring for the next two services at Avebury 
(Carol Service on Sunday 22nd and Crib service on 24th), other activities 
look like limiting numbers. I have already written about needing at least 
three ringers to make our traditional  wheel mounted bells sound at all 
"right". Whilst I plan to be at Church to ring, I might try to ring if only one 
other turns up and see what sort of sound we can make; otherwise we might 
toll the big (nearly a ton in weight) bell which the clock chimes on. This is 
on a fixed mounting (called "dead") rather than on a wheel, and apart by 
being struck by a sort of hammer when the clock mechanism reaches an 
hour, can be struck by a clapper pulled from a rope in the tower. It has the 
advantage over a wheel mounted bell of being much easier to ring fast or 
slow, so enabling rhythms to be rung which sound better than a single 
wheel mounted bell - which is limited and boring to most human ears. 
   Whilst the sound of the bells cannot easily be heard within the church 
(they were always intended to be heard by people outside), readers walking 
to church or within hearing might like to guess how many (few?) ringers 
are at work. This is because whilst Church bells are rung in different 
sequences most of the time, they are at many Churches (including 
Avebury) rung in the sequence of their weights at the start and finish of 
ringing (known as ringing up and down respectively). So if 3 bells are 
rung, the lightest is referenced as number 1, followed by number 2 and 
number 3 being the heaviest. If they are rung properly, you should hear 
them in sequence 1 2 and 3, starting with the highest note and ending with 
the lowest. When ringing up they will start ringing fast and gradually slow 
down. Ringing down they will start slow and end fast - sometimes with a 
pause before all three give a final ring. Hopefully you will recognise the 
pattern of 3 - or 4 for 4 ringers  etc. 
  What of ringing the Old Year out and the New Year in? It has been a 
tradition at Avebury since the 1970's in modern times.  At the time of 
writing it is too early to say if we can get enough ringers; there being no 
lack of other events on! Whatever it remains but to hope that all you 
readers have a lovely Christmas Season and a happy New Year.  

Brian Vickers 

Thank you from Devizes 
and District Foodbank 

 
Dear Upper Kennet Churches, 
  
Thank you for supporting our Harvest Appeal! 
  
Your support this year, particularly during 
such uncertain times, means that 
we're able to continue to provide vital food 
and supplies to people in 
crisis over the coming months. 
  
We received an amazing 2900.6kg of food, 
and we couldn't be more grateful. 
  
From everyone at Devizes and District 
Foodbank and the people we serve, 
thank you. 
  
Your support really does make a difference, 
and we hope you'll consider 
supporting us again in the future. 
  
The amount donated by Upper Kennet 
Churches was: 102.2kg. 

2025 starts with  
 

our local jazz-funk band returns  
after their brilliant gig in Feb 2024 

Celebrate the New Year & their return 
Friday 3rd January 2025 
7.30pm (doors open 7.00) 
Avebury Social Centre 

Tickets: Ã10 from Avebury Shop  
(cash or cheque) 
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New year, new blooms in the 
garden  
The garden team completed a 
huge planting project in the 
Avebury Manor Garden just 
before Christmas, following the 
arrival of over 5,000 new bulbs 
in the autumn. Snowdrops and 
winter iris will be the first signs 
of those over the coming weeks, 
followed by varieties of fragrant, 
multi-headed and miniature 
daffodils. We hope to share 
more of our 2025 plans for the 
garden in Upper Kennet News 
next month.  

Henge banks to close in 
January 
As in previous years, we are 
giving all four henge banks in 
the monument a chance to 
recover in January. Access to 
the banks will be closed from 6 
January until 1 February. The 
rest of the monument will be 
accessible as usual.  
Parking Permits for Avebury 
High Street Car Park 
The High Street car park in 
Avebury is owned and managed 
by the National Trust. Parking 
permits are available for those 
living in Avebury village, 
Rawlins Park, Avebury Trusloe, 
Beckhampton, and West 
Kennet. To apply, please send 
your registration number and 
proof of address to 
avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk. 
 

Free access and getting in 
touch 
Thank you for your support 
during what was a different and 
challenging year. Residents of 
Avebury Parish will continue to 
get free entry to the Alexander 
Keiller Museum and the 
Avebury Manor Garden in 2025. 
Please show proof of address at 
the barn or museum reception 
to get a free ticket.  
If you need to speak to us, 
please visit the museum 
between 10am-4pm, or email 
avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk. 

 

  

 News from 
the National 
Trust  
January 

Retired ? 
Fancy a spot of gardening ? 
Could spare the odd hour 
each week ? 
Like to support your Village 
Hall ? 

 
Your local village hall has a great team of volunteers who have made the 
hall something to be proud of. The hall itself now has modern facilities 
which make it attractive to it`s many users. The outside impact benefits 
from beautiful views across the recreation ground and beyond 
�:�K�D�W���L�V���P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���L�V���W�K�D�W���O�L�W�W�O�H���E�L�W���H�[�W�U�D�P���V�R�P�H���Q�L�F�H���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H�� 
flower beds and shrubs that will add that special extra impact to the 
presentation of the hall for all it`s many visitors.  
If you have the odd hour spare and fancy a little bit of 
gardening and would like to support your village hall, why 
not join our team of volunteers, your input can make 
that special extra impact to the presentation of the 
hall.  
If you would like an initial chat to discover what would 
be involved, give Brian a call on 01672 861513. 


