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‘May is here! The air is fresh and 
sunny; and the miser-bees are busy 
hoarding golden honey.’ 

-Thomas Bailey Aldrich 
May is the month when the frosts 

are finally over, and gardeners can 
draw breath as their tenderly 
cultivated seedlings take root and 
begin to flourish.  The hedgerows are 
alive, the swallows back in St James’ 
Church porch.  Anyone out and about 
in West Woods will see the sharp 
green leaves of the bluebell spiking 
the undergrowth, though the flower 
may not appear just yet.  The pale star 
of the wood anemone is glimpsed 
along the wayside and the narrow 
yellow petals of the lesser celandine 
shine out of almost every hedge bank.  
Small wonder then, that our ancestors 
regarded May as the start of the 
summer and in ancient times, as now, 
May Day was something to celebrate 
with joy and hope. 

The tender first blooming shoots of 
green were eagerly awaited for 
cooking purposes, and for healing too, 
but there was one plant that was not 
gathered.  The white flowers of the 
wood anemone were often left alone, 
as there was a belief that it was a holy 
flower - in the medieval period, the 
juice of the anemone was prescribed 
externally to treat leprosy, reminding 

the users that ‘thank you’ is a good 
thing to say - especially if your 
ailment was healed. 

There is much in need of healing in 
our world - I wonder what plant in 
God’s creation you would choose as a 
symbol of hope and healing?  I’d 
choose the little forget-me-not.  Why?  
Because although we often forget God 
there is always a holy presence 
waiting around us – in creation, in 
others, in art, music and creativity, 
poetry and  a hundred other things – 
to offer us new life, a new way, a new 
road, including the road of death 
which I am on, alongside the whole 
world. 

Benjamin Franklin, in a letter to a 
friend, wrote “In this world nothing 
can be said to be certain, except death 
and taxes.”  I add ‘and hope beyond 
the horizon of the life we think we 
know’.  

I see a forget-me-not and feel 
joyful that we, all of us, are not 
forgotten by the one who created such 
a beautiful, wonderful world.  Perhaps 
we can find a moment to savour this 
new beginning to summer and simply 
be filled with thanks. 

Rev’d Maria Shepherdson   

View from the Rectory 

 
Kennet Valley Lottery Club 

draw winners   
£100  Number 78  Carol Waite 
£75  Number     3  Phil Davies 
£50  Number   51 

(Some winners prefer that their names were not 
published, in which case we just state the winning 
numbers) 

If you would like to join the lottery, ring  
David Snape on 01672 861267 or email: 

davidwsnape@aol.com 
Another way to support our churches at West 

Overton, Fyfield and East Kennett  

Notice Board 
Funerals 
Sidney Holbrook  01 April 
 Fyfield 
Geoffrey Sillito  05 April 
 Winterbourne Bassett 
 
Burial of Ashes 
David James Styles  15 April 
 Broad Hinton 

 

“A brief respite from everyday pressures – 
a time of peace, calm and silent reflection” 

 

MEDITATION (TAIZÉ) Service 
Every fortnight on a Wednesday evening at East 
Kennett Church from 7.00 to 7.25pm:  a chance 
to just sit quietly and relax and enjoy the silence 
and the peace by candlelight, with a background 
of occasional singing and some words of wisdom. 

Future dates for your diary: 
Wednesday 1st May Wednesday 15th May 
Wednesday 29th May  
Wednesday 5th June,  Wednesday 19th June. 

West Overton, Fyfield & East 
Kennett Churches 

 
APRIL COFFEE MORNING 

 
A big thank you everyone who helped in any 
way and to all who came to our coffee 
morning and bring & buy.  Once again we 
raised just under £300 for which we are 
very grateful. 
Thanks too for the ‘anonymous’ cakes and for 
the donations from those who weren’t able to 
be there.   
 

Our next Coffee Morning will be in 
West Overton Church in June. 

Fyfield Church 
As previously reported, there are many things that need attention at the 
church. There is major woodworm and beetle infestation in much of the 
woodwork, including the floor and pews; major damp ingress in many parts 
of the church requiring external and internal work; and most of the heaters 
are now broken. 
To ensure that we don’t pour good money after bad, our architect has advised 
that the first step should be to instigate specialist investigatory work so that 
we can build up a file of quotations and specifications. To do this will cost an 
estimated £3,000 and due to the generosity of villagers we have now nearly 
reached this initial starter fund. 
We may have to suspend services for a short time whilst this initial work is 
undertaken, and if so, it may also give us another opportunity to seek an 
additional churchwarden, something we have been trying to do for a very 
long time. 
Once we have the detailed overall assessment of the scale of the work we 
will consider all options and also get advice from Salisbury Diocese. 
Meanwhile the destructive bat problem continues. We have had many 
meetings over the past 3 years with Natural England and others, with no 
solutions offered to date. 
Recently, however, we were advised that the Bats in Churches Project has 
been awarded a 5 year Lottery Grant to find ways of dealing with this 
problem, and Fyfield has been one of the UK churches selected for this 
project. An initial ecological survey will take place this summer. 
We will keep everybody informed of progress on all fronts, and a very big 
thank you to those who have struggled through the mess, and challenges, in 
keeping Fyfield church open and functioning. 

Revd. Maria Shepherdson, Rector;    
Graham Kitchen, PCC lay vice-chair 

Published by Fyfield, West 
Overton and East Kennett  
Parochial Church Council for 
the Upper Kennet Benefice 
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Sunday 5 May - White 
3rd Sunday of Easter 
[Zephaniah 3.14-end] 
*Acts 9.1-6 [7-20] 
Psalm 30 
John 21.1-19 
 
Sunday 12 May - White 
4th Sunday of Easter 
[Genesis 7.1-5,11-18;8.6-18] 
*Acts 9.36-end  
Psalm 23 
John 10.22-30 
 
Sunday 19 May - White 
5th Sunday of Easter 
[Baruch 3.9-15,32-4.4 
or Genesis 22.1-18] 
*Acts 11.1-18  
Revelation 21.1-6 
John 13.31-35 
 

Sunday 26 May - White 
6th Sunday of Easter 
*Acts 16.9-15  
Psalm 67 
Revelation 21.10,22-5 
John 14.23-29 
 
Sunday 2 June – White  
7th Sunday of Easter 
[Ezekiel 36.24-28] 
*Acts 16.16-34  
Psalm 97 
Revelation 22.12-14 
John 17.20-end 
 
*NB The readings from Acts 
must be 
used as either the 1st or 2nd 
readings.  

UPPER KENNET CHURCHES SERVICES 

Readings 

Home Communion 
If you are unable to come to a church service because of illness or disability then either the Rector or one of our Lay Pastoral 

Assistants would be happy to visit you in your home to offer communion.  
Please refer to the Who’s Who page at the back of this magazine for telephone numbers. 

Visual Theology 
Marlborough College, 

September 21st and 22nd 
 

Ruskin and the Pre-Raphaelites: Sacre Conversazioni 
To include speakers from Britain, Europe and the 

States, as well as the Bishop of Salisbury.  
Would anyone consider hosting a speaker over the 

conference weekend in September?  (Definitely the 
Saturday evening, but if a family was willing to offer space 
to someone travelling from further afield perhaps from the 
Friday through to the Monday morning). 

There will also be an early morning service at 
Marlborough College Chapel - tickets will be on sale 
towards the end of April.  
 
For further information or if you are able to offer to host a 
speaker please contact  

Sheona Beaumont or Madeleine Thiele, 
e-mail conference@visualtheology.org.uk 

  St Nicholas 
FYFIELD 

  

St Michael & 
All Angels 

WEST 
OVERTON 

Christ Church 
EAST 

KENNETT 

St James 
AVEBURY 

St Mary 
Magdalene 

WINTERB’NE 
MONKTON 

St Katherine & 
St Peter 

WINTERB’NE 
BASSETT 

St Peter ad 
Vincula 
BROAD 
HINTON 

Wednesday 
1 May 

    7 pm 
Meditation 

Service 
(Taizé) 

10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 

      

5 May 
Easter 3 

8.30 am 
Prayer Book 
Communion 

  

    10 am 
Informal 
Service 

  11.15 am 
Holy 

Communion 

9.45 am 
Holy 

Communion 
12.30 

Robinson 
Baptism 

Wednesday 
8 May 

  

      10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 

      

12 May 
Easter 4 

    8 am 
Prayer Book 
Communion 

10 am 
Holy 

Communion 

  
  

  9.45 am 
Prayer Book 

Matins 
Wednesday 

15 May 
  

    7 pm 
Meditation 

Service 
(Taizé) 

10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 

      

19 May 
Easter 5 

10.30 AM – BENEFICE SERVICE – COMMUNION – EAST KENNETT 
12 NOON – SMITHDALE O’COLLINS BAPTISM – BROAD HINTON 

Wednesday 
22 May 

     10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 

      

26 May 
Easter 6 

  10 am 
Holy 

Communion 

6 pm 
Evening 
Prayer 

4 pm 
Evensong 

10.30 am 
Holy 

Communion 

11.15 am 
Morning 
Prayer 

  

Wednesday 
29 May 

    7 pm 
Meditation 

Service 
(Taizé) 

10.30am 
Celtic 

Communion 

      

Thursday 
30 May 

Ascension 
Day 

Ascension Day Deanery Service 
7.30 pm - St Mary’s, Marlborough 

2 June 
Easter 7 

8.30 am 
Prayer Book 
Communion 

    10 am 
Informal 
Service 

  11.15 am 
Holy 

Communion 

9.45 am 
Holy 

Communion 
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Join us this year for ‘Talking Tuesdays’  
 

 
 

Tuesday MAY 14th - Prayer and Distraction:  a useful tool-
box of ideas to help us listen to God.  

 
Tuesday JUNE 25th - Christian Mindfulness in the Rectory 

garden on a summer’s evening - a chance to breathe and be open 
to God’s presence here and now. 

Tuesday JULY 16th - Unanswered Prayer and the 10 prayers 
God always says 'yes' to.  

 
ALL WELCOME 

Talking Tuesdays 
@ The Rectory 
Talk, Eat, Pray 
Lively debate, 

Great refreshments 

Douglas Canning  
Sadly, Douglas Canning passed away peacefully at 

home on 14
th
 January aged 97. Douglas was appointed 

head teacher of Avebury C of E Primary School in 1970, 
where he opened the new purpose built school. He 
remained as head teacher until his retirement in 1983.   

Doug and his wife, Clarice who also worked at the 
school believed strongly in the value of education. They 
undertook various camping exhibitions and trips abroad 
with the children and their parents. Doug and Clarice 
both attended and supported St. James Church during 
their time in Avebury.  

After serving in the 2
nd

 WW, Douglas trained as a 
teacher and then re-joined the RAF and travelled widely 
across the world with his family, teaching RAF children. 
His position as head teacher of Avebury school, within 
the welcoming friendly community, was one of his most 
enjoyable teaching posts. 

Clarice died in 2017, after 71 years of marriage, 
following several years of illness. Even though Clarice’s 
memory was failing she always fondly remembered the 
children and families in Avebury, remarking that working 
in the school was one of her happiest times. 

Douglas and Clarice will be sadly missed by their 
large, extended family. Great lives well lived; may they 
rest in peace.  

AVEBURY LENT LUNCH 
It was our pleasure to host the 2019 Lent Lunch on 

behalf of St. James Church at The Old Bakery on 
Wednesday the 13

th
 March.   

Yet again the Community Shop generously donated 
gorgeous fresh bread and a selection of delightful local 
cheeses (we loved the Royal Bassett Blue!). Together 
with a selection of 4 different soups provided by Helen 
Vickers, Sandra Hues, Julie Butler and Mary Beale and 
supplemented by grapes, tomatoes and chutneys, the 
table groaned and our appetites were fully sated.  

Sadly the lunch was less well attended, probably due 
to a variety of clashes and other circumstances, but the 
18 people who came thoroughly thoroughly enjoyed the 
extra space and sumptuous eats. Donations to St. James 
totalled £204 which speaks for the generosity of the 
diners. 

Mary and Peter Beale  

Fyf i e ld  Church  
Church grounds  

tidy-up 
 

Refreshments provided 
 
 

*Sat 11 MAY*  
9.30am – 12.30pm 
All help welcome! 

 

   Please bring your own 
tools 

OPEN GARDENS, 
WINTERBOURNE 

MONKTON  
SUNDAY 14 JULY 2019 

There will be 7 gardens open to the public in Winterbourne 
Monkton on Sunday14 July 2-5pm including: vintage cars, 
scarecrows,  delicious teas and a plant stall!  Pop it in your 
diaries and come along for a lovely afternoon out.  Children 
under 12 free, admission price £5pp includes a free cup of tea/
coffee! More details to follow! All profits to the Wiltshire Air 
Ambulance and Monkton Church. 

Christian Aid Week: ‘All mums 

should live’ 

Christian Aid supports people of ALL faiths, 

cultures and genders wherever there is hunger, 

poverty or need. 

Stand with mums @ THE BIG BREKKIE 

St James’ 
Church, 
Avebury 

Wednesday 
15

th
 May 

8.30am- 10am 
Sierra Leone is the world’s most dangerous place to 

become a mum. Every day 10 women die from giving birth. 

In Sawula district, the community struggle with a clinic which 

has no electricity and only two delivery beds.  

Jebbeh is heavily pregnant but as her baby grows, it’s not 

joy that fills her heart, but fear.  When Jebbeh’s sister 

Fatmata went in to labour, there were so few ambulances 

that Fatmata had no choice but to walk for three hours under 

the baking sun, to the nearest hospital. The journey was 

long and with every step Fatmata struggled to keep walking.  

Jebbeh told us: ‘My sister was crying out with hunger. She 

died on the side of the road. She never gave birth.’ 

This year we can make childbirth safe for mums and 

babies.  Through our gifts and prayers, we can help give 

the world’s poorest mums a chance to live. 

ill you be a partner for change? If our church raised 

£300, it could help provide a new delivery bed so 

more mums like Jebbeh can deliver their babies safely. 
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Kennet Valley   
National Trust Association 

kennetvalleynta@weebly.com  
 
Annual membership costs £8 per person per 
annum entitling members to attend talks and to join 
outings, holidays and other social events. New members 
are welcome to join. 
Meetings are held  on the 3rd Monday of each month 
commencing at 7.30pm at KENNET VALLEY HALL, 
Lockeridge, SN8 4EL  and occasionally at Slade House, St 
James' Gardens, Devizes,   SN10 1EL .  
Entry charges including refreshments : Members £3.00 
Non-Members £4.00 
 
 
 

Meetings  
20

th
 May  Aldbourne Bell Foundry with Terry Gilligan. The 

foundry was a leader in the field in the 18th and 
19th centuries and is credited with being the 
foundry that discovered the musical ability of 
hand bells.  

17th June  Association AGM AT 7.00 PM followed by an 
amusing talk by Ben Sergent- Pest 
Control Office for Wiltshire, with specimens! 
15th July Speaker to be announced 

Visits  
Thursday 9th May  Gloucestershire and Warwickshire 

Railway, Broadway and Hailes Abbey 
Thursday 13th June Harold Hillier Gardens, Romsey 
Thursday 4th July   Barge trip from Kintbury 
August (date TBC)   

Newbury Battlefield walk with Dave Stubbs 
Thursday 5th September  Kingston Lacey and Tolpuddle 

Martyrs Museum 

Monkton Lent Lunch success 

 
A huge thank thanks to all those who supported the 
Monkton Lent Lunch in March. We raised a superb £265 
plus, half of which goes to Cancer Research UK and half to 
Monkton church. We are very grateful for the generous 
donation from the Avebury Community Shop and for Alex 
Mellor for hosting it in her lovely house. Nearly 30 people 
from the Benefice and beyond enjoyed the six varieties of 
homemade soup which were generously donated. 

News from the Tower 
Service Ringing Times:   
  5

th
 & 12

th
 May 9.30am to 10.00am. 

  26
th
 May  5.30pm to 6.00pm.  

 31
st
 May  ` Wedding 12 noon  

Practice Nights: Tuesdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm. 
 
   The Quarter Peal on the 27

th
 March was successful. It 

was the first quarter, at Avebury, for Emma Marsh whose 
home tower is at Heddington and she rings with us on 
practice nights. 
   On Saturday, 6

th
 April, the Branch meeting was at 

Calne. The heavy difficult to ring bells sounded lovely in 
the cold spring air. The quarterly business meeting took 
place after a hearty ‘ringers’ tea’. Amongst other things 
we were given details of the Guild’s Festival and Annual 
General meeting, in May, which will be held at Lyme 
Regis this year. The eight bell striking competition will 
take place in the morning at Whitchurch Canonicorum, 
also in Dorset. Our branch is planning to enter a team. 
   Eight Avebury ringers rang on Thursday, 18

th
 April, 

2019, as requested by the Archbishops of Canterbury 
and York and the Prime Minister, to show solidarity with 
the French nation following the devastating fire at Notre-
Dame Cathedral in Paris. 
   On Good Friday the solemn sound of the old tenor bell, 
tolled by Brian every 60 seconds throughout the Walk of 
Witness, added to the sad significance of the day. 
   The first wedding of the season, requiring bells, is on 
31

st
 May, at 12 noon. 

Mary Davidge 
Belfry Correspondent   

Tel: 01672 513819 

Little Angels 
Come along for singing, snacks, 

Bible stories, play and  
craft activities for toddlers. 

Tea and cake for grown ups! 
From 10am on  

2nd May and 23rd May 
at Kennet Valley School. 

Free of charge 
We look forward to seeing you 

there. 

Avebury & District WI 

 
Following our birthday meeting last month, this month we 

held our AGM.  A round up of the year’s activities was 
given by our Secretary, Judy Farthing, and a report was 
made by the President.  We reviewed our bye law and the 
Committee and President, all of whom were happy to 
stand, were re-elected.  We also welcomed our newest 
member to the Committee, Michele Lomas, who was 
elected as Programme Secretary and thank her for putting 
herself forward. 

After the formal business of the AGM was concluded, 
Annie Fellows told us of her childhood in Africa.  She was 
born in South Africa but moved with her family to 
Nyasaland, as Malawi was then called.  Animals most of 
would consider exotic and exciting were commonly seen as 
local fauna.  Annie narrowly escaped a very unpleasant 
end when her mother came to wake her from a nap to find 
a puff adder curled up in the cot next to her!!!   

Our next meeting is our Resolutions meeting when we 
will be debating the two resolutions that are to be put 
forward at the NFWI Annual meeting in Bournemouth next 
month.  These are ‘Don’t Fear the Smear’ aimed at 
encouraging women to attend their cervical smear test 
appointments and Decline in Local Bus Services, 
something that is very important in our rural community.  It 
would be great if any member felt that she could make a 
short presentation on either of these subjects. This 
meeting, like our AGM, is for members only. 

After our May meeting we will be going on our garden 
and educational outings for the summer months before 
starting our new programme in September 

Maggie Lewis 
President, Avebury & District WI 

mailto:kennetvalleynta@weebly.com
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St James’ Church, Avebury 

ALL available pews are now sold and going to 
good homes. 

Thank you to everyone who expressed an 
interest. 

We could have sold the LOT! 
Donations exceeded our minimum in many 

cases and were GRATEFULLY received.  
Rev’d Maria and all at St James  

Avebury, The Social Centre - RURAL ARTS 
TOURING presents 

Captain Swing and the 
Blacksmith 

A riotous tale of passion and tragedy, set 
on Salisbury Plain in the 1840s against the 
backdrop of the ‘Swing Riots’, brought to 
life by spellbinding voices, fiddle wizardry 

and accordion. 
The sold-out performance on Friday 1st February, called 

off because of snow,  has now been rearranged for  

Friday 17th May. 
A few tickets for 17th May are now on sale at 

the Avebury Community Shop. 
Anyone still wanting to exchange 1st Feb tickets or 

seeking a refund should phone  
Michael Polack: 01672 539253. 

 
 

NEW! 
A writers’ café in the heart of Avebury for Writers, 

Poets, Bloggers &Wordsmiths 
FIRST MEETING  

WEDNESDAY 15TH MAY 2019 7.00-9.00pm 
(Meetings thereafter on the  

3rd Wednesday of every month) 
WHERE? 

Elements of Avebury In the Sanctuary Room COST? 
FREE 

(but donations for refreshments please) 
Come along - have your say on what you would like the 

group to offer. 
Suitable for beginners and experienced writers 

 
Contact: Angela James (local author) 01793 731487 

Or 
Donna at Elements of Avebury 01672 539552  

Eggcellent Result 
The Easter Bingo at the Kennet Valley Hall was a 
great success and everyone went home with something. We are very grateful to  Tesco for sponsoring the 
event and putting together such an array of fantastic prizes. The result is that  over £400 was raised for the Hall 
funds - a very useful amount as the Hall is facing a very large bill for roofing work to keep our users dry. 
   This was also a very significant occasion as Colin Watts retires after over 40 years of calling bingo 
for the Church, Table Tennis Club and the Hall. Colin has been aided by his wife Vera who has been 
chef-du-raffle for more years than I can remember. Hard work and a well earned retirement.  
Reader will be pleased to hear the the Christmas and Easter bingos will continue. More news later…... 

This month the branch enjoyed our annual Ploughman’s lunch 
and after, member Vernice Church, continued her talk entitled 
“Textiles, the Taj Mahal and Tuk Tuks”.   

During her trip through Gujarat the group visited the Calico 
Museum, were given textile demonstrations, took part in 
workshops and had many opportunities for retail therapy. They 
were shown examples of Rabari work, saw one of the few 
people who do Rogan painting, attended a Kalamkari workshop 
and a block printing workshop. 

Vernice bought some of her purchases for members to see 
and we thank her for sharing her exciting experience with us. 

The next meeting of the Marlborough & District Embroiderers 
Guild will be on Monday 13 May at the Kennet Valley Hall, 
Lockeridge.  The speaker will be Val Toombes and her talk will 
be entitled “Textile Journeys”.  Doors open at 13.30 for a 14.00 
start.  All are welcome and if you have any queries please 
contact 01672 861658.  Further details visit our website:  

http://www.marlboroughembroiderers.org 

Marlborough & District 
Embroiderers’ Guild  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=lKakuRA+&id=7863C002DF18642AD1B7FBE3C514A657BF990382&thid=OIP.lKakuRA-t4a2nSlxpgNWpQHaGh&mediaurl=http://clipground.com/images/pew-clipart-6.jpg&exph=511&expw=580&q=Church+Pew+Comic&simid=60804143080092719
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Kennet Valley Hall 60 Plus 
The April meeting was held at the village hall on 

Thursday 18th. Members were made welcome by the 
president, who gave apologies for absence and 
acknowledged birthdays for April. 

The money for the IOW trip is now due. 
Instead of the usual speaker, a beetle drive had been 

capably organised by Audrey. Once the rules had been 
explained the event took place with much hilarity. The 
winning team of Dilys, Kay, Derek, John and Peter 
managed to win 6 beetles from 10 rounds. 

Tea was then served together with seasonal hot cross 
buns generously donated by Eileen. 

The meeting ended with the usual raffle. 
The next meeting will be on 16th May when the speaker 

will be Tay Adams on the subject of 
“Therapies”. 

  

Atlantic Odyssey 

 A Journey through Music

 
A Cantata for Choir, Children’s Choir,  

Soloists and Orchestra  
by Robin Nelson  

Words by Michael Polack. Photographs by David White 
(Created by 3 local residents: Robin & Michael from Avebury, 

David from Berwick Bassett) 
“Atlantic Odyssey” is the extraordinary story of the Arctic 
Tern’s 40,000-mile annual migrations spanning the Atlantic - 
from Arctic to Antarctic and back -            told through music 
and song and photographs. 
Performed by the Swindon Choral Society, with the Choral 
Society of Middle Georgia USA, the JTP Junior Choir, the 
Odyssey Chamber Orchestra and Soloists: Rebecca Lea 
(Soprano) Greg Hallam (Bar itone) 

Saturday 25th May – 7.30pm 
 STEAM Museum, Swindon 

Premiered in 2013, Atlantic Odyssey is now being performed 
as part of Swindon Choral Society’s 90th anniversary 
celebrations. 

Some audience responses to the premiere: “amazing…
spellbound” “lovely and accessible music” “environmental 

matters… spectacularly displayed and mixed with social 
history… deeply moving”  

Tickets from  www.swindonchoral.org.uk 
U-18s free 

 

 

For more information call Mrs Russell/Mrs Morgan/
Mrs Hues on 01672 861202, email: ad-
min@kennetvalley.wilts.sch.uk or check out the 
website at www.kennetvalley.wilts.sch.uk 

Kennet Valley C of E VA Primary School 

Lockeridge, Marlborough, Wiltshire, SN8 4EL 

http://www.swindonchoral.org.uk
mailto:admin@kennetvalley.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:admin@kennetvalley.wilts.sch.uk
http://www.kennetvalley.wilts.sch.uk/
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Kennet  
Valley  
School 
 

One family learning for life, on a 
journey towards our potential. 

Church of England,  
Voluntary Aided School 

 www.kennetvalley.wilts.sch.uk 

April 2019 
We have been out and about alot this 

half term in an exciting range of 
activities, some of which are outlined 
below and they demonstrate our 
commitment to developing the whole 
child in addition to teaching the national 
curriculum. April has been a very short 
month for us due to the Easter holidays 
and we’re looking forward to more 
outdoor activities in May including  
walking up to West Woods. Learning 
about our local environment is a theme 
that runs through our curriculum for all 
our pupils. We will be learning about 
nature, lifecycles, mini-beasts and 
habitats this term, using our school 
garden to help us and explore this 
through science, art and literature. 

Our Easter Service was held at West 
Overton Church with Maria at the end 
of last term and included some 
beautiful singing in addition to some 
exceptionally thoughtful art work, 
poetry and prayers from the children. 

More sporting success!  
Rugby Festival - I am delighted to 

report that our rugby team impressively 
won the small schools competition and 
have now made it through to the county 
competition. We are so very proud of 
Felix, Sam, Archie, Thomas D, Fin, 
Luca, Oliver W-P Lily and Martha C. 
They all played with determination and 
skill, digging deep to never give up and  
showing amazing team spirit… 
resulting in them winning  all of their 
matches! They were exhausted at the 
end and of course absolutely thrilled 
with the result. Mrs Blackmore and Mr 
Lawton coached the children brilliantly 
and encouraged them enthusiastically 
every step of the way. We were loudly 
cheered on by a great team of 
supportive parents which always has 
such a positive effect on performance 
and we are very grateful for this 
support.  Some focused preparation for 
the next tournament will be picking up 
speed this term. 

Hobby Horse Gymkhana! This is a 
new PE event inspired by the horses of 
the year show! Some of our year 3 
pupils had great fun competing in this 

against other county schools – they all 
tried their best and helped each other 
out, with some winning individual 
events. Most significantly our team won 
the overall challenging team race 
where they had to work together and 
support one another around an 
obstacle course (with a hobby horse!) 
A fine example of the KVS team spirit 
in action and a hilarious spectator 
sport! 

Voices in a Million – Our senior pupils 
have been working hard together to 
rehearse for this event for some time 
now and were not disappointed by the 
experience at Wembly Arena where 
they joined in singing and dancing with 
a full stadium of schools. It was an 
amazingly vibrant event with an 
afternoon rehearsal before an 
impressive evening performance with 
great lighting effects and much 
excitement! An occasion the children 
(and parents!) will never forget despite 
the rather late bedtime! 

New Barn Residential Trip - Once 
again our year 4 pupils had a super 
week away at this fantastic educational 
residential centre in Dorset, 
specialising in 
history, 
conservation and 
country crafts where 
they learnt new 
skills and enjoyed 
the outdoors in the 
rain and sunshine. It 
was an action 
packed week of 
activities and 
challenges, den 
building and 
learning about 
survival, wild life, 
the Jurassic coast 
and a night walk 
with our ranger. The 
week finished with a 
memorable campfire 
and BBQ. Staff and 
pupils ate well, slept 
well and returned 
exhausted and 
happy from a fun 
learning experience 
together. 

School clubs - 
We’ve managed to 
create a wide –
range of activities 
for the pupils again 
in addition to our 
regular and most 
popular breakfast 

and afterschool Dragons Club. This 
term the children are able to enjoy 
Singing for Fun and Times Table 
Rockstars at lunchtimes, with after-
school options of Mad Science, 
Spanish (2 levels for beginners and 
intermediate), Crafts and also 
Sketching and Drawing. I am most 
grateful to the teachers and parents 
who make these opportunities possible. 

Summer Fair – save the date - 7th 
June 3-8pm at school.  All villagers, 
families and friends are welcome to this 
annual event where many stalls are 
organised and run by the children. 
Maypole dancing is back by popular 
demand from the children and families! 
Watch out for the playground practices! 

 
. 

 
Mrs Emma Russell, Headteacher 

Are you facing difficult issues? 
Homoeopathy is particularly useful for: aches and pains, digestive disorders, anxiety, grief, distress, hormonal disturbances, and much more. 
Astrological readings are particularly useful for understanding, yourself and family members, knowing when best to make big decisions, knowing 

how long a bad patch may last. 
Medical Astrology can put the two together. 

Registered homoeopath with over 25 years’ experience. 
Phone for an appointment in Fyfield, V Hemery 01672-861676 or email vhemery@hotmail.com 

http://www.kennetvalley.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:vhemery@hotmail.com
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Listed building 
consent 

Do you own a listed 
building, or are you 
considering buying one? If so, 
make sure you have the 
correct permission in place 
before making any home 
improvements. 

Helen Harris, head of the 
residential property 
department at Forrester 
Sylvester Mackett explains - 
“Owning your very own piece 
of architectural history may 
be an appealing prospect, but 
it can make maintenance and 
home improvements 
complicated. Making changes 
to a Grade1 or Grade 2 listed 
building without the correct 
permissions is in fact a 
criminal offence, with 
criminal penalties.” 

Unlike planning permission, 
most listed buildings require 
prior consent to make internal 
changes as well as external.  
The listing can also extend to 
outbuildings, attached 
structures and objects. This 
could include the boundary 
walls or even an integrated 
cast iron range. Each property 
is different and needs to be 
assessed on a case-by-case 
basis. 

Helen continues, “It is 
important to note that 
protection happens at the 
point of listing. This means 
that even replacing the 
hideous 1960s doors of your 
beautiful 1820s cottage could 

be in breach of the listing, if 
prior consent was not 
obtained.” 

But how likely are you to be 
found out? Even though the 
chances of facing prosecution 
may be small, you can face 
serious issues when you come 
to sell the property. Certain 
home insurance products do 
exist to cover a listed property 
with illegal works, but they 
are limited in what they cover 
and have very specific terms. 
It also may be possible to get 
retrospective consent in some 
cases, but this is by no means 
guaranteed.  Your buyer’s 
solicitor is likely to advise 
against taking on a listed 
house with illegal works. 

Think carefully before 
taking on a listed building. 
Make sure you point out to 
your solicitor any changes to 
the property, so they can 
investigate and ensure correct 
steps were taken. If you think 
you may need to make 
changes to the property in the 
future, be aware that many 
conservation officers will 
want specific materials and 
methods used to make 
changes to a listed property, 
which can increase costings 
and make the works 
significantly more 
complicated. 

If you would like any 
advice on buying or selling 
your property, please contact 
Helen Harris in the residential 
property department of 
Forrester Sylvester Mackett 
on 01225 755621. 

Private swimming pool available for hire at  
East Farm, Near Avebury 

• Perfect to enjoy with family and friends 
• Renovated to the highest standard • Enjoy complete privacy 
• Exceptional water quality at 30°C • Pensioner groups welcome 

One hour sessions are available on Saturday afternoons and during  
school holidays by prior arrangement. To discuss hiring the pool at  

other times, please contact us. 
• Visit www.eventbrite.co.uk and search for “blue lagoon”  

for more information, availabilities and online bookings.  
• Call 01672 539206. 

EARTHWISE  
GARDEN DESIGN LTD. 
ANYA HOPE MEDLIN 

(MA Cantab) 
Qualified and experienced horticulturalist and 
garden designer offers an individual and 
personal service. 
* Complete design and build service 
* Planting plans for complete gardens or single borders 
* Restoration of neglected gardens * Consultation and plant sourcing 
* Wild gardens/personalised retreats 

 Tel/Fax 01672 861462   Mobile 07970 590674 
e-mail:-  anya.earthwise@googlemail.com 

W    S  

H E A T I N G  E N G I N E E R S 
SERVICING    INSTALLATION   MAINTAINANCE 

1 Glenmore Business Centre. 

Hopton Park 

London Rd. Devizes 

SN10 2EQ 

Tel:  01380 726284 

Fax: 01380 726297 

SWIFT Services Ltd 

MOONS OVENCLEANING 
  Local – Professional - Affordable 

 
Let us do the dirty work with tender loving care of 
your oven, hob, range, Aga, microwave or extractor 
using our eco-friendly and non-caustic system 

Call now on 01672 556404  
or 07723 048436 

www.moonsovencleaning.co.uk 
The same Father/Son run business established 

 in 2003 but with a new name 
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New Memorials and 
Restorations 

All types of memorials 
Handcrafted to a high standard in our 

own workshops at 
Pelham Court, London Road 

Marlborough 

**FREE Quotes Given** 

Telephone: 516797 
martin@mjsly.co.uk 

For a free memorial 

M J Sly 
Monumental 

Sculptor 

GETT 
Landscaping 

 
Patios, Decking, 

Driveways  
Fencing, Turfing, 

Seeding, 
Hedgecutting. 

All types of groundwork 
Contact: Tim Smith  
Mob: 07811 142390 

 
Also available Machine Hire 
and Driver Incl: 
Mini Digger Skid Steer 
Telescopic Handler  
Tractor & Implements 
Fully insured.    
Phone for a free quote 

 

I hold regular surgeries around the constituency 

- please call or email to book and appointment 

 

 
 
 

(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd 
 

SPECIALISTS IN  
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING SYSTEMS 

 

Servicing & repairs / Installation 
Landlord’s Certificates / Gas Safety Records 

 

Tel: (01793) 536871 
Email: general@austinheat.com 
Website: www.austinheat.com 

 

Trading since 1972 

K. A. Callaway. 
Great Bedwyn 

WOODSTOVES &  
CHIMNEY LININGS 

Woodstoves: many makes, new and second 
hand discounted. 

Flue lining: Stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed TV flue 
camera for internal chimney inspection.  
Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection. 
FREE site visit and advice recommended 

Tel: 01672 870619 Mobile: 0860 722646 

K. A. Gallaway - Great Bedwyn
WOODSTOVES & CHIMNEY LININGS

Woodstoves: many makes, new & second hand discounted.

Flue lining: stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed TV flue camera

for internal chimney inspection. Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection.

FREE site visit and advice recommended

TEL: 01672 870 619 MOBILE 0860 722 646

Pheasants Cottage 
Bed and Breakfast 
Linda Seeley. 31, Lower Fyfield 
Marlborough, Wilts. SN8 1PY 
Tel: 01672 861680 and 07518 281872 
enquiries@pheasantscottage.com 
www.pheasantscottage.com 

S. O. Chimney Sweeping 
Camera Survey  
Birds Nests Removed 
Fully Insured 
ICS Registered 
Friendly Local Service 
Cowls Fitted 

 
Call Sean on 07881 206536 
seanoades@hotmail.com 
www.so-chimney-sweeping.co.uk 

 

Domestic 

Installations &  
Maintenance. 
Rewires, New builds , Extensions. 
Electric Showers , Cookers . 
Electric Heating. 
Consumer unit / fuse box upgrades. 
New Sockets & Telephone Points. 
Internal / External Lighting. Cctv &I Alarm 
Systems. Fault finding & Correction. 
Public liability insurance  
for £2 million 

 

Over 30 Years 
experience 

M.Hutton Electrical 
Napit Part P Registered 

Electrician 

Tel : 07974433456 
Email ; 
M.Huttonelectrical@gmail.com 

PJD Services ` 
Ground/Garden Maintenance  
Hedge/Grass Cutting 
Garden/Ground Maintenance 
Patio cleaning 

Tel: 07469 757333  
 Pjdservices1@outlook.com  

Fully Insured 

 

SHEPPARD DECORATORS 
WE CONSIDER PROJECTS OF ALL SIZES 

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR. 

CALL DARREN FOR A FRIENDLY QUOTE. 
01380 725652 07876 433655 

WWW.SHEPPARD-DECORATORS.CO.UK 

Sheppard Decorators 

Est. 1991 D. W. Oliver Tree Services Ltd 
B.Sc.A.I.W.Sc. 

TREE PRUNING  
LANDSCAPING 
WOODCHIPPING  
TREE FELLING 
FORESTRY CONTRACTING  
FENCING 

Tel 01672 861310 
Mobile 07976 644706 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 
£5M INSURANCE 

Tree Surgery works carried out by qualified staff  

E-mail: info@dwoliver.com 
Web: www.dwoliver.com 

mailto:martin@mjsly.co.uk
mailto:general@austinheat.com
http://www.austinheat.com
mailto:seanoades@hotmail.com
mailto:Pjdservices1@outlook.com
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ON CALL DAY & NIGHT 
01672 512444 OR 810727 
Wagon Yard London Road 
Marlborough Wiltshire  

SN8 1LH 

WELDING     BREAKDOWN 

M.O.T.S.  SERVICING  

CHALKY'S 
WORKSHOP 

Hillside Farm,  
Rhyles Lane, Lockeridge, 

TEL:  01672 861123 

Brickwork, Ceramic 
Tiling, Painting and 
Decorating, Garden 
Fencing and General Maintenance. 
 

With 30+ years of experience, there isn't 
much I haven't come across, so for a free 
quotation or simply to 'Pick my 
brain!'     Contact me:- 

5 Southfield,  

West Overton,  

Wilts, SN8 4HE 

Phone: 01672 861438 

Mobile: 07732989650 

E-mail: brianwattsbuilds@gmail.com 

Brian Watts 
 

 
Katherine Butler 

BSc (Hons) ARCS MMCA LRCC 
  

McTimoney Chiropractor 

You may benefit from Chiropractic treatment if you suffer from: 

    Back, neck and shoulder pain 

    Inability to relax 

    Joint pain including hip and knee pain from osteoarthritis 

    General aches and pains including those of joints, muscle spasms and cramp 

    Headaches arising from the neck 

    Prevention of migraine 

    Sporting aches and pains 

www.thegranaryclinic.co.uk Tel: 07833250208 
  

The Granary Clinic, Manor Farm, Avebury Trusloe, Marlborough, SN8 1QY 

Karen's Infinite Health  
Nutrition, 
Kinesiology & 
EFT Tapping 
Don't put up with those 
nagging health issues, 
work with Karen to find 
the root cause and become 
a healthier more balanced 
you!  
 
Using muscle testing, Karen will uncover the 
answers to your health woes and rebalance your 
body using; 
- Stress release techniques with flower remedies   
- EFT Tapping 
- Food Testing 
- Nutrition 
- Energy Balancing and more! 
Karen's now running a new Clinic in Avebury, first 
10 people to book appointments will get a 10% 
discount! 
To book call Karen: 07762054818  
info@karenskinesiology.co.uk 
www.karenskinesiology.co.uk 

Contact Tamara for more details 
& to make a booking: 

t: 07554 246877 
e: tamara@ttholistics.co.uk 

www.ttholistics.co.uk 
 

Reflexology • Aromatherapy • 
Massage 

Available now near Avebury 

Local and Friendly Dog 
Grooming 
services 

 
Lower Compton SN11 

8QN 
Pick up and drop off  available  

Mob: 07557 411904 
Find us on Facebook and check out 
our latest offers and competitions  

 S. White 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
ARBORICULTURE 

All aspects of tree work undertaken 
Hedge cutting/reductions 

Stump grinding 
Planting 

Logs and Wood Chip available 
Simon-white22@hotmail.com       

Tel: 01672 861566 
Mob: 07917 353314 

http://www.thegranaryclinic.co.uk
mailto:info@karenskinesiology.co.uk
http://www.karenskinesiology.co.uk
mailto:tamara@ttholistics.co.uk
http://www.ttholistics.co.uk
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WHO’S WHO in the Upper Kennet Churches  
RECTOR - REV’D MARIA SHEPHERDSON   01672 539643 
 The Rectory, 27 High Street, Avebury, SN8 1RF  
 email     revmariashepherdson@outlook.com               
If you require a priest in an emergency and are unable to contact Rev’d Maria please  
telephone one of the churchwardens. 
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS 
 Mrs Claire Stiles      01793 731620 c.j.stiles@hotmail. co.uk 
 Mr Graham Kitchen       01672 861349 graham@grahamkitchen.com> 
BENEFICE OFFICE:  Sophie Roberts, Anne Robinson (Mon-Thurs, 10am-1pm)  
 Tel:  01672 861786 e-mail:  office@upkennet.eclipse.co.uk 
 Website:  www.upperkennetchurches.org.uk 
 Address:  The Garden Room, 62 Lockeridge, SN8 4EL 
CHURCHWARDENS    

AVEBURY   Mrs Maureen Dixon   01672 539690 
    Mrs Sandra Hues   01672 539444    shues01@hotmail.com 
    Mrs Helen Vickers   01672 539482    brian.helen.vickers@googlemail.com 
EAST KENNETT  Mr Graham Kitchen    01672 861349 graham@grahamkitchen.com 
    Mrs Jo Snape    01672 861267  Josiesnape@aol.com 
WEST OVERTON  Mrs Susan Rogers   01672 861374 sjrogers44@gmail.com 
FYFIELD  Ms Vicky Evans   01672 861622 bixevans@gmail.com  
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Ms Penny Gold  01672 539158 goldpennygold@aol.com 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Mrs Glynis Long   01793 731398  glynislong@btopenworld.com 
    Mr Peter Barry    01793 731589    peter17.barry@gmail.com 
BROAD HINTON  Miss Sally Cartwright   01793 731050 sally.cartwright@broadhinton.org.uk 
    Mrs Gill Crabtree   07774 424125    gill.crabtree1@gmail.com 
    Mr Robert Fitzpatrick   01793 739156    rft.fitzp@gmail.com 

Benefice Council Lay Chairman  Mr Mark Wightman  01793 731452  wightman1944@btinternet.com 
 
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL SECRETARIES 

AVEBURY     Mr David Davidge  01672 513819 mail@dwdmar.plus.com 
EAST KENNETT, FYFIELD 
& WEST OVERTON    Mrs Lynne Williams 01672 861511 lynne.williams55@gmail.com  
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Mr Bill Buxton  01672 539199 bill.buxton@btinternet.com 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Mr Martin Knight 01793 731764 martin@vintry.co.uk    
BROAD HINTON    Mrs Marjorie Sykes 01793 731471 marjorie.sykes@btinternet.com 

 
MAGAZINES  
UPPER KENNET NEWS in Fyfield, West Overton, East & West Kennett, Beckhampton, Avebury Trusloe, Avebury, 
Winterbourne Monkton & Berwick Bassett: 
Editor  David Throup, Longmynd, Lockeridge SN8 4ED  01672 861279  davidthroup@aol.com 
Please send all copy including advertising and payment to David Throup. 
Final copy date 20th of each month. 
 
LOCAL NEWS in Uffcott, Broad Hinton & Winterbourne Bassett: 
Editor  Dawn May        01793 739130 3villageslocalnews@gmail.com 
Final copy date 20th of each month. 

What’s On at AVEBURY SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB  
Thursday Darts and Friday Skittles League Nights, please see Club website for fixtures  www.avebury-club.co.uk 

Unless stated all activities start at approx. 8.30 pm 

Saturday 4th - Booked for Private Event 
Monday 6th - (Bank Holiday) 

Stone Circle Classic & Custom Ride-In Bike Show 2019 - 11:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Admission £3       BBQ       Trade Stalls      Licensed Bar     Owners Clubs 

In Aid of Stu Vinter & Wiltshire Air Ambulance 
Saturday 11th - In House Darts for Cash – Members Only 
Saturday 18th  – Games Night, Darts, Skittles, Cards etc 
Saturday 25th  – Skittles for Cash 

 Every Sunday Eyes down 8.00pm - ££ Cash prizes 

Bingo Caller Needed ASAP 
for Sunday Evenings Hours approx 7.45pm – 10.15pm 

If you are interested in doing this please speak to the Secretary or at bingo on Sunday night 

Hiring Avebury Club - we offer the following – 

 Large main room – Ideal for Parties, Meetings and Displays 

  Skittles Alley, Pool Table & Dart Boards 

  Large TV which can be used for Presentations, Quizzes. 

  External Seating Area with Great Views 

 Licensed Bar with Draft Cider, Beer, Lager & Ales, and loads 
more Choices 

  Fibre Optic Broadband & WiFi 

  Surround Sound Speakers with Wireless / Bluetooth Audio  

  Seating and Tables Suitable For All Arrangements 

LARGE CAR PARK 

Please visit the website www.avebury-club.co.uk to check availability and download and pr int out booking for ms.  You can contact Alan 
Blake – Club Secretary on 07860 112455 or email at AveburyClub@aol.com  or alternatively call Avebury Club (when open) on 01672 

539258 
  

ALL ENQUIRIES AND BOOKINGS ARE TO BE AGREED AND FINALISED WITH THE CLUB’S SECRETARY ONLY. 

mailto:claire.stiles1@btinternet.com
mailto:upkennet@fish.co.uk
mailto:sjrogers44@gmail.com
mailto:glynislong@btopenworld.com
mailto:sally.cartwright@broadhinton.org.uk
mailto:gill.crabtree1@gmail.com
mailto:wightman1944@btinternet.com
http://www.avebury-club.co.uk/
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Advertisers Index 
 

Company Telephone 
Absolutely Pawgeous - Dog grooming 07557 411904 

Austin Heating 01793 536871 

Avebury Club 01672 539258 

Brian Watts 01672 861438 

Carpet Clean 01672 871414 

Chalky's Workshop  01672 861123 

Claire Perry MP 01380 729358 

David Oliver Tree Services 01672 861310 

Diane MacKinder 01672 512444 

Earthwise Garden Design 01672 861462 

Gett Landscaping 07811 142390 

Granary Clinic 07833 250208 

K A Callaway. Woodstoves and chimneys  01672 870619 

Karen’s Infinite Health 07762 054818 

Massage 2 Health 07789 529884 

M. Hutton. Electrical Installation and repairs 07974 433456 

M J Sly. Monumental Mason 01672 516797 

Moon’s Ovencleaning 01672 556404   

PJD Services. Garden maintenance 07469 757333 

Pheasants Cottage B&B 01672 861680  

Sarsen Kennels 01672 861288 

Sean Oades Chimney Sweep 07881 206536 

Sheppard Decorators 01380 501898  

Simon White - Garden and arborcultural 01672 861566 

W.S. Swift 01380 726284 

The best of all worlds or is 

all too good to be true?  

Miracle’s new action-packed 

entertainment 

 
Thursday 11th July 2019 

 

in the garden at Maizey Lodge, 
Ogbourne Maizey nr.  

Marlborough SN8 1RY 
Performance starts 7.30pm (whatever the weather!) 

Gates open from 6.00pm for picnics.  Bring your own chairs.   
Bar/coffee/ice creams/W.C./parking  

 

Tickets:    Adults £14.00   Children (under 16)  £8.00  Family 
£40.00 (2A 2C) 

Tickets in advance only 01672 – 512125  /  maizey50@gmail.com 
www.miracletheatre.co.uk 

in aid of  Swindon DIABETES UK Local Group  

mailto:maizey50@gmail.com

