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Kennet Valley Lottery Club 

draw winners   
 
 

£100 Number   60 Philip Loveday 
£75 Number   34 Janet Rayment 
£50 Number   68 Suzanne Snape 

(Some winners prefer that their names are not published, in 
which case we just state the winning number) 
                     

If you would like to join the lottery, please pick 
up an application form from any church, or ring 

Jo Snape on 01672 861267 or  
email josiesnape@aol.com 

Another way to support our churches at 
West Overton, Fyfield and East Kennett  

100 Club 
Draw Results for October 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(some winners prefer that their names are not 
published) 

If you would like to join the lottery ring Philip Scott 
on 01672 539104 or email philipscott2@me.com 

Your way to help support the churches of Winterbourne 
Monkton and Berwick Bassett 

Lottery is licensed by Wiltshire Council 

“A brief respite from everyday pressures – 
a time of peace, calm and silent reflection.” 

MEDITATION (TAIZÉ) Service 
Every fortnight on a Wednesday evening at East 

Kennett Church from 6.30 to 6.55pm:  a chance to 
just sit quietly and relax and enjoy the silence and 

the peace by candlelight, with a background of 
occasional singing and some words of wisdom. 

Future dates for your diary: 
Wednesday 25th October, Wednesday 8th November 

& Wednesday 22nd November. 

I don’t usually start with words of scripture; however, after the events of the last 
months, the escalating violence between the beloved communities of the Holy 
Land, the relentless war in Ukraine, the violence of flood, earthquake and 
unsettled October weather in the season of Remembrance, I do so now.  St Paul in 
a letter to a disturbed community in Ancient Greece writes of a radically different 
approach to conflict and change: 

Ephesians 6:13-15. Put on the armour of God, that you may be able to resist on 
the evil day and, having done everything, to hold your ground.  So stand firm, with 
the belt of truth buckled around your waist, and the breastplate of righteousness in 
place, and your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.  

It's interesting that in this letter to the Ephesians, St Paul puts peace in the 
context of war, and also that he places this bit of armour on our feet. Surely we 
think of peace as the opposite of war, belonging not on our feet so much as in our 
hearts, and being made of stillness, prayer and gentleness, rather than action. But 
Paul gives us a different ‘take’: peace is feet on the ground, which steadies us and, 
paradoxically, gives our feet wings. The thing about this sort of peace, deep peace, 
faith-based peace, is that it prepares us for action. For Jesus, peace - shalom in 
Hebrew - was not so much the absence of struggle but the presence of love. For 
Gandhi Jesus’ sacrifice was viewed thus: “A man who was completely innocent, 
offered himself as a sacrifice for the good of others, including his enemies, and 
became the ransom of the world. It was a perfect act.” 

In today's battles, as we remember those who gave and still give their lives to 
preserve the peace and lives of others, perhaps we who sit watching with horror 
the unfolding violence and bloodshed might be drawn to think of Christ's armour. 
He opened his arms with love upon the cross to put an end to violence and war - 
yet we never learn, and greed and power and injustice all lead to the need for men 
and women to die on battlefields. 

What was it that kept Jesus walking on the journey to the cross? Love - the 
shoes he wore that made him ready were shoes of love. What if we this 
Remembrance-tide unilaterally disarm from whatever conflict we are caught in, 
and put on an armour that makes us ready for action that runs counter to the 
impulse to lash out? What if we just stop our petty bickering and toddler-tantrums 
- ‘I want my own way’? Just stop and take off the ‘bovver boots’ and put on the 
Shoes of Peace? Small drops become a flood - and the world needs flooding with 
peace.  

Maria 

A View from the Rectory 

 

Notice Board 
Funerals 
Elizabeth Ward  Fyfield  6 October  
Anthony Robert Hughes North Wiltshire Crematorium
     11 October 
Burial of Ashes 
John MacDonald Lawson Dook Winterbourne Bassett
     14 October 

Autumn 2023  
Questions of Life and Faith  

Come and join us for evenings of discussion, 
thinking and sharing of ideas on the 

following topics:  
 

Venue: 29 Pitchens End, Broad Hinton,  
at 7.30 pm. 

Groups led by the Rector and Members of the 
Benefice Team with guest speakers.  

 
Monday 6th November  

‘Peace’ - what is it? how to find it? What does Jesus’ ‘peace that passes all 
understanding’ look like? 

Monday 20th November  
What happens when we die?  An opportunity to look at a universal experience 
practically and spiritually. 

Monday 4th December 
Angels – as we approach Christmas we examine our understanding of the 
existence, purpose and relevance of angels today. 

 

ALL welcome 

1st £48.00 95 Barry Jago 
2nd £36.00 64 Charlotte Powell 
3rd £24.00 49 Sheila McKeown 
4th £12.00 25 Kevin Bowring 
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UPPER KENNET CHURCHES SERVICES 

5 November – Gold or 
White 
All Saints’ Day 
Revelation 7.9-end 
Psalm 34.1-10 
1 John 3.1-3 
Matthew 5.1-12 
 
12 November – Red or 
White 
Remembrance Sunday 
3rd Sunday before Advent 
Amos 5.18-24 
Psalm 70 
1 Thessalonians 4.13-end 
Matthew 25.1-13 
 
19 November – Red or 
Green 
2nd Sunday before Advent 
Zephaniah 1.7,12-end 
Psalm 90.1-8 [9-11], 12 [or 
90.1-8] 
1 Thessalonians 5.1-11 
Matthew 25.14-30 
 

26 November – Red or 
Green 
Christ the King 
Sunday next before Advent 
Ezekiel 34.11-16, 20-24 
Psalm 95.1-7  
Ephesians 1.15-end 
Matthew 25.31-end 
 
3 December – Purple 
1st Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 64.1-9 
Psalm 80.1-8, 18-20 [or 80.1
-8] 
1 Corinthians 1.3-9 
Mark 13.24-end 

Readings CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
 

Saturday 2nd December 
10am to 3.30pm,  
Kennet Valley Hall 

 

 
We would be very grateful for 

donations of good quality bric-à-
brac for our Christmas Bazaar. 
Donations can be left in West 

Overton Church or please 
telephone 01672 861786 if you 

would like us to collect. 

  St Nicholas 
FYFIELD 

  

St Michael & 
All Angels 

WEST 
OVERTON 

Christ 
Church 
EAST 

KENNETT 

St James 
AVEBURY 

St Mary 
Magdalene 

WINTERB’E 
MONKTON 

St Katherine & 
St Peter 

WINTERB’NE 
BASSETT 

St Peter ad 
Vincula 
BROAD 
HINTON 

Wednesday 
I November 

      10.30 am 
Celtic 

Morning 
Prayer 

      

5 November 
All Saints’ 

Day 
4th Sunday 

before Advent 

8.30 am 
Prayer Book 
Communion 

  

        10.30 am 
Morning 
Service 

  

10 am 
Benefice 

Communion 
Service 

  
Wednesday 
8 November 

    6.30 pm 
Meditation 

Service 
(Taizé) 

10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 

      

12 November 
Remembrance 

Sunday 
3rd Sunday 

before Advent 

9.45 am 
Remembrance 

Service 
  

10.50 am 
Remembrance 

Service 
  

8 am 
Holy 

Communion 
with Act of 

Remembrance 

10.50 am 
Benefice 

Communion 
& 

Remembrance 
Service 

10.30 am 
Remembrance 

Service 
  

10.50 am 
Remembrance 

Service 
  

10.50 am 
Remembrance 

Service 
  

Wednesday 
15 November 

      10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 

      

19 November 
2nd Sunday 

before Advent 

    
  
  

8 am 
Prayer Book 
Communion 

  

 10 am 
Benefice 

Communion 
Service 

  10 am 
Morning 
Prayer 

  
Wednesday 

22 November 
    6.30 pm 

Meditation 
Service 
(Taizé) 

10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 

      

26 November 
Christ the 

King` 

  10 am 
Benefice 

Communion 
Service 

         

Wednesday 
29 November 

      10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 
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Morning Prayer  
8.30-9am daily 

Join us by zoom for half an hour to start the day in an 
atmosphere of quiet prayer and reflection with others, from 

the comfort of your own armchair. We are a small group 
who value this wonderful opportunity to gather ourselves for the day, to 

focus on what lies ahead and to enjoy silence together. 
For more details, the service sheet and the zoom link, contact: 

Rev’d Maria Shepherdson: 
01672 539643 or revmariashepherdson@outlook.com 

Upper Kennet Churches  
United PCC  

 
On the 1st of November the 5 parishes of the Upper 
Kennet will unite in law to create  a new parish which 
shall be named "The Parish of Upper Kennet". As you 
will know, this has been a very long process, begun 
before I became Rector over 12 years ago. As we begin a 
new chapter in the history of the Benefice I would like to 
pay tribute to the diligence of the Working Group for 
giving 6 years of their lives to discerning whether this is 
the right way to go for our churches and communities: 
Penny Gold, Anghared Hughes, Simon Jones, Lizzie 
Daley, Robert Fitzpatrick and Peter Barry (current) and 
Martin Knight who preceded Peter Barry.  When 
consultations took place only two formal objections 
against the proposal were made to the Church 
Commissioners, and there were no appeals to the 
Commissioners’ decision to support the proposals. 
I would also like to pay tribute to all those who served on 
the Benefice Council, especially our outgoing Lay Chair, 
Mark Wightman, and PCCs over the past decades – the 
Lord knows all you have done and I pray you are Blessed 
as you deserve, by our Loving God. 
What does this mean for you? Actually, very little will 
change on the ground. There will still be a Rector and 
Ministry Team and Churchwardens for each church.  A 
single PCC, with oversight for the running of the new 
Parish, will replace the (5) individual PCCs and Benefice 
Council. St Nicholas Fyfield remains a Chapel of Ease. 
The current individual PCCs will become Local Church 
Committees, and everyone on our current PCCs has 
indicated their willingness to remain in post. Church 
services and all that we do remains unchanged, the 
wonderful admin team at the Office continue as normal. If 
you give money in support of your local village church 
this continues too - over seen by our team of treasurers 
(bank accounts will remain unchanged for the immediate 
future). Safeguarding officers and the requirements of all  
in official roles to undergo training is unchanged. 
All our current churchwardens have indicated their 
willingness to continue in post for consistency and 
continuity and therefore will be standing for re-election 
PCC members remain Trustees and must be baptised 
communicant regular attenders at church, however Local 
Church Committees will have an opportunity to invite 
those with skills and  time to join the committee and help 
us keep the churches serving the community. Each active 
church of the former parish will have a  Local Church 
Committee. If this interests you please speak to Rev 
Maria or your Church Wardens. 
 Please note criteria for standing as churchwarden/ PCC 
members  https://www.salisbury.anglican.org/parish-
support/parish-governance/ 
                                                    

The process will begin with: 
A Parish Meeting on Wednesday 15th November at 

7.30pm at St James’ Church, Avebury 
The purpose of the meeting will be: 
1. To elect the churchwardens.  
2. To establish the new PCC (this is similar to an Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting or APCM) by electing Lay 
Representatives and Deanery Synod Members.  
3. As the Inaugural meeting of the New PCC, to elect 
officers and set a date for the first formal meeting. 
Churchwardens are elected by 1) Anyone on the church 
electoral rolls 2) anyone on the UK Government electoral 
role by nominations 
PCC members are elected only by those on the church 
electoral rolls  
 

Rev Maria Shepherdson, Rector 

Upper Kennet Churches  
Winter Crisis Appeal 

 
Are you able to help? 
Eight years ago, the Upper Kennet Churches launched a Winter Crisis 
Appeal Fund to help those who were exper iencing shor t ter m 
financial problems. 
Over that period, we have had many donations and we have been able to 
help a large number of families who were in desperate need. 
This year, again, we would ask if you would make a donation if you are 
able to – perhaps you don’t really need your winter fuel allowance, for 
example. 
Please give your donation to a church warden, or send a cheque to Upper 
Kennet Churches Office, St. Michael & All Angels Church, Church Hill, 
West Overton, SN8 4ER; or BACS transfer using sort code 30-92-63 
(Lloyds Bank) account  01498496 (ref: WCA). 
Thank you. 
Do you need help? 
If you: 

live in one of the Upper Kennet Parishes 
are worried about where the next meal is coming from 
have to choose between heating and eating 
are facing a sudden financial emergency 

we might be able to assist with a week’s food supply, or fuel support, or 
just general advice. 
Contact Rev’d Maria Shepherdson on 01672 539643, or a Lay Pastoral 
Assistant on 01672 861786.  Your call will be treated in total confidence. 
This is not a substitute for Social Benefits or the Food Bank.  It is a 
gesture from people who understand what you are experiencing. 

Fyfield churchyard clear-up morning 
  
As summer quickly changed to autumn, the time to tidy 
Fyfield church and graveyard was upon us.  As usual, the 
turn out by our villagers was impressive and they tackled a 
variety of outstanding tasks which included clearing the 
drainage gully around the church foundations, removal of 
excessive growth of ivy from surrounding walls, 
strimming, mowing, tree tidying, and nettle removal. 

  
Our thanks to 

everybody who 

donated their 

Saturday morning 

and also enjoyed a 

social cup of tea or 

coffee. 

mailto:revmariashepherdson@outlook.com
https://www.salisbury.anglican.org/parish-support/parish-governance/
https://www.salisbury.anglican.org/parish-support/parish-governance/
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MONKTON HARVEST 
FESTIVAL SERVICE  

AND MEAL 
The beautifully decorated church resounded to some joyous 
singing of the traditional harvest hymns at our service, taken 
so well by Alison Andre. 
Generous donations were made to the Trussell Trust food 
bank – several full bags of tins and packets, and the collection 
for Water Aid raised over £140.  Thank you to all those who 
supported, decorated and donated.  
The afternoon was rounded off by a Harvest Meal in the 
Winterbourne Monkton Community Hall which proved an 
excellent venue (having previously squashed into the back of 
the church). Those who had contributed in time, skill or 
financially to the running of the church throughout the year 
were invited and over 30 attended. A generous grant from the 
Avebury Community Shop and a raffle went some way to 
covering the costs. An enjoyable meal was provided, specially 
Shelia’s apple pies, and if the buzz of conversation was 
anything to go by it was a fun time.  Thank you to all who 
support the church and special thanks to the PCC and helpers 
who organized and cleared up after the meal.  

PS Stop Press Ride and Str ide – it looks like our Ride and 

Striders have raised over £1400 for the Wiltshire Historic 

Churches Trust (50% will come back to Monkton Church).  A 

new record for us – thank you all! 

    News from the Tower 

   Attendances on the Tuesday evening practices have not been 
bad considering the recent holiday season. Sunday 8th was 
unusual insofar as Avebury had two services on one day and 
getting ringers for the morning  Benefice Service proved 
impossible. Not for the first time in these articles it has been 
pointed out that bells mounted for change ringing really need a 
minimum of three ringers to sound ‘’all right’’. Two ringers 
offered to ring and if I had been available I could have made a 
third. Alas, I was confined to home after catching Covid. 
However, things improved for the afternoon Harvest Festival 
Service when Jonathan Stubbs, Michele and Adam Lomas and 
Andy and Kathryn Miller rang five bells. Incidentally Andy was 
sponsored by a number of our ringers when he completed the 
Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust annual bike ride to raise funds 
for that charity. This involved visiting Churches on a 65 mile 
ride. 
   We are chronically short of ringers from the Benefice for 
service ringing. We now have three ringing Churches in the 
Benefice, and West Overton have had much publicity after their 
recruitment campaign so presumably residents in the south of the 
Benefice will already be learning to ring if interested. Anybody 
(not just singles but couples and families) wanting to learn to 
ring and living in the centre of the Benefice will be welcome to 
come to the evening practice at Avebury Church starting at 
7.30pm, to see ringing and tuition by qualified teachers can be 
arranged.  

Brian Vickers. 

Under The Beech 
Tree 

A Space to Breathe 
Do you connect 

spiritually in creation? 
Are you in need of a 

breathing space simply 
to rest in the Divine 

Presence and be still within creation? 

Then THIS might be just what you are looking for! 
Come and join us @ the Rectory, Avebury, 

Come and join us @ the Rectory, Avebury, on the following 
dates/times 

Quiet Mindfulness, Guided Meditation, Sounds of Creation, 
Live Music 

Firepit if chilly! Cold drinks if hot! 
ALL welcome wherever you are on your spiritual journey 

Dates: WITH REFRESHMENTS and opportunity to chat  
 
Tuesday 7th Nov.      6 pm  Firepit and Hot Drinks  
Tuesday 14th No.       6 pm  Firepit and Hot Drinks  
Tuesday 21st Nov.     6 pm  Firepit and Hot Drinks  

 
As we move into Winter, if it is raining heavily 

the sessions will NOT take place 

Time Out Together  
in West Overton this Autumn 

 
Thursday 2 November,  

and Thursday 30 November. 
All at 12.30 – 2.00 pm 

at The Old Manor 

 
We are re-starting our Time Out Together meetings this 
autumn. We’ll be holding three lunch-time sessions on the 
above dates, at 4-weekly intervals. 
 
Come and join us for a simple lunch, study, discussion and 
prayer. We’ll let you know the themes in due course. 
 
All are welcome at: The Old Manor (on the west side of the 
church), West Overton, SN8 4ER. Please contact one of us if 
you would like more details, and/or directions to the house. 
Meanwhile, hold the dates in your diaries! 
 

Sibella Laing – 01672 861600 sibella.laing@outlook.com  
Claire Stiles  c.j.stiles@hotmail.co.uk  

mailto:sibella.laing@outlook.com
mailto:c.j.stiles@hotmail.co.uk


www.upperkennetnews.co.uk   7 

 

St Michael’s West Overton  
Bell Ringers 

 
The training of new bell ringers for the tower at West Overton 
has started following the open day in July with a small group of 
keen learners being tutored at St George’s Church, Preschute by 
Tower Captain Richard Metters. 
Good progress is being made and Richard will soon be looking 
for more volunteers wishing to join the West Overton tower. 

Remembrance Services in 
the Upper Kennet Churches 

 

 
 

Sunday 12th November 
 

 8.00 am East Kennett 
 

 9.45 am Fyfield 
 

10.30 am Winterbourne Monkton 

 

10.50 am Winterbourne Bassett 
 

10.50 am Avebury 
 

10.50 am Broad Hinton 
 

10.50 am West Overton 
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Berwick Bassett and Winterbourne 
Monkton Parish Council 

An update of the areas that we are focusing on has been 
distributed throughout the Parish. We have included a 
summary of the points below. The original, with more 
information, and village surveys are available to pick up at 
The New Inn, Winterbourne Monkton. 

Seeking Volunteers 
We are organising a working party to assist with a village 
tidy. If you are interested in helping on the day (or 
supplying cups of tea), please get in touch. 

Council Vacancies 
We have two vacancies on the Parish Council. We would be 
delighted to welcome some parishioners onto the council. 
We currently meet once a month for about 90 minutes. 

Village Survey 
Everyone in Berwick Bassett and Winterbourne Monkton 
will have received an update and survey from the Parish 
Council. We are keen to have as many responses as possible 
as it will influence how money is spent and decisions taken. 

Road Resurfacing 
We are delighted that there is planned maintenance, to 
include resurfacing and repairs to the A4361. Work will 
have begun from 23rd October 2023 and anticipated to be 
complete by 4th November 2023. 

Avebury Parish Council 

As both the Chairmen were unavailable to take the meeting it was 
decided to postpone.  The next meeting will be on Tuesday 7th 
November, 2023 in the Social Centre, High Street, Avebury at 7.30 p.m.  
Members of the public are welcome to attend. 

Maggie Lewis 
Co-chairman, Avebury Parish Council 

AVEBURY & DISTRICT WI 
Our speaker this month was Anne Dunham, OBE, and Paralympic 
Equestrian. I was sorry not to be there but know Anne through my 
connection with RDA Carriage Driving. 
 
 Anne has represented Great Britain in five Olympic Games, from 1996 
in Atlanta to 2016 in Rio and has won 6 gold, 3 silver and 1 bronze 
medals. She has also won medals at the Hartpury World Dressage 
Championships, World Championships, European Championships, 
World Equestrian Games and Senior European Championships, 
winning a further seven team gold, five individual gold, seven 
individual silver and one individual bronze medals.  Anne retired from 
competition in 2017 and now carriage drives with the Wansdyke 
Carriage Driving Group RDA, you may have seen her out on the lanes 
around Lockeridge! 
 
Our next meeting is on Thursday 9th November at 7.30 p.m. in the 
Social Centre, speaker to be confirmed.  As always, visitors are 
welcome – we don’t bite!  

Maggie Lewis 
President, Avebury & District WI 
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KENNET VALLEY  
PARISH COUNCIL 

  
www.kvparishcouncil.org.uk 
clerk@kvparishcouncil.org.uk 

Tel: 07897 797208 
 

Preparing for the winter  
 
Parish Council grant from Scottish and 
Southern Electricity Networks (SSEN) 
The Parish Council is pleased to report 
that it has been successful in securing a 
grant from SSEN to help with our winter 
emergency preparations. The grant will 
enable the Parish Council’s Emergency 
Team to buy a stock of space blankets and 
other equipment to be used in the event of 
an emergency. 
 
Surface water flooding 
Surface water flooding can happen very 
quickly and local residents are encouraged 
to report instances of standing water on 
high speed roads (60mph) or gullies that if 
blocked would cause internal property 
flooding by using the Wiltshire App. 
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/mywiltshire-
download  
 
It is also possible to sign up for flood and 
groundwater warnings https://
www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-flood-warnings . 
Other useful contact details include the 
Floodline telephone: 0345 988 1188 (24-
hour service). 
Emergency numbers - Reminder 

Wiltshire Council’s emergency 
number is 0300 456 01000 

Thames Water – the emergency 
number is 0800 316 9800  

Please check your utility company for 
emergency contact details  

 
Traffic speed and noise on the A4. 
Following several complaints from local 
residents about traffic speeds and noise 
from cars and motorcycles the Parish 
Council has collaborated again with 
neighbouring Parishes to request 
additional police surveillance on the A4.  
Road safety remains a major concern 
especially following the sad news of the 
fatal accident near West Kennett on 29th 
May 2023 and other accidents on the A4. 

Lockeridge Community Speedwatch 
Team 
The Lockeridge Community Speedwatch 
Team of volunteers began its work in July 
2021 and is supported by the Wiltshire 
Police Speed Enforcement Officers who 
have patrolled in the area too.  
 
However recent Police statistics show that 
at least 11% of drivers continue to exceed 
the 20mph speed limit through the village. 
Consequently, a fund raising campaign for 
a speed indicator device has begun and 
initial grants have been secured from the 
Parish Council and the Marlborough Area 
Board. Further details will follow. 
 
Please remember that less speeding makes 
our roads safer and if a car travelling at 35 
mph hits a pedestrian there is a 50% 
chance they will be killed, 

at 30mph there is 20% chance they 
will be killed. 

at 20 mph there is a 2.5% chance they 
will be killed. 

 

Loud Fireworks Frighten Animals! 
For many people fireworks are lots of fun, 
but to animals they are terrifying, loud and 
can cause great distress. Every year 
thousands of animals are sedated after 
being frightened by fireworks. Others are 
so distraught they bolt and get lost or 
injured.  
 
Attend a public firework display instead 
of holding your own party.  These events 
are organised by skilled people for the 
community. They are well publicised and 
give warning to residents and local 
farmers to take steps to safeguard their 
animals during a specific time period.  
 
 Keep cats and dogs indoors at night.  
Organise any walks for your dog during 
daylight hours. Ensure they are wearing an 
identification tag and have been 
microchipped, so that your animal is 
returned to you if it escapes and becomes 
lost or is injured. Once fireworks start 
close all windows, curtains, switch on 
music or television and let them take 
refuge in the corner of a room or under the 
sofa if they wish to hide.  
Try not to comfort your pets if they get 
frightened, this will only reassure them 
that there is something to be worried 
about. Try to remain calm and relaxed, 
your pets will pick up on this.  

Small creatures such as rabbits or 
guinea pigs. If they live outside should 
be brought into an outhouse or garden 
shed for extra protection during times of 
fireworks. Give them extra bedding so 
they can burrow in and feel safe.  
 
Horses, ponies and donkeys.  

Know in advance - check to see 
if there are going to be any 
firework displays in your 
area. 

Talk to the organisers - where 
possible, explain there are 
horses nearby and ask them 
to set off their fireworks in 
the opposite direction. 

Get advice  Fireworks | The 
British Horse Society 
(bhs.org.uk)  - for top tips on 
keeping your horse safe and 
secure during the firework 
season. 

 
Don’t forget wild animals. Bonfires 
should be built as late as possible to 
reduce the risk of hedgehogs or other 
small creatures crawling in to sleep. 
Disturbing a bonfire’s foundations before 
lighting ensures any wildlife has a chance 
to escape.  
 
 Clearing up. Make sure that all litter  
from a fireworks party is picked up and 
disposed of safely as this is hazardous to 
both domestic and wild animals.  
 
Finally … Remember, remember- never 
let off fireworks near animals.  
 
Protect your pet when fireworks are 
around by following the RSPCA’s 
Animal Friendly Code  www.rspca.org.uk/
adviceandwelfare/pets/general/fireworks 
  
Next meeting 
The date of the next full Parish Council 
meeting is Monday 6th November at 
6.30pm in the Kennet Valley Hall.  As 
always members of the public are most 
welcome to attend – we look forward to 
seeing you there. 

AVEBURY SOCIAL CENTRE 
CELEBRATING  50TH 

ANNIVERSARY 
 

The Committee of the Social Centre warmly invite 
Avebury Parish and Winterbourne Monkton Members 

to an 
 
 

 
 

  “Open Evening” of Wine and Nibbles 
ON 

Wednesday 15th November 6.30 – 8.30pm 
Do pop in to meet the Trustees and view our early 

records from 1973 and air your views for the future. 
 

Judith Farthing Secretary 

http://www.kvparishcouncil.org.uk
mailto:clerk@kvparishcouncil.org.uk
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/mywiltshire-download
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/mywiltshire-download
https://www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-flood-warnings
https://www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-flood-warnings
https://www.bhs.org.uk/go-riding/riding-out-hacking/common-incidents/fireworks/
https://www.bhs.org.uk/go-riding/riding-out-hacking/common-incidents/fireworks/
https://www.bhs.org.uk/go-riding/riding-out-hacking/common-incidents/fireworks/
http://www.rspca.org.uk/adviceandwelfare/pets/general/fireworks
http://www.rspca.org.uk/adviceandwelfare/pets/general/fireworks
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: 

News from the National Trust 
 

 

Christmas at Avebury 
 

With the nights drawing in and our opening times back to the shorter winter hours, it’s clear that Christmas at 
Avebury is just around the corner. Our volunteer Christmas Elves have worked all year to craft the most beautiful 
decorations and we can’t wait for visitors from near and far to come and enjoy them. This year’s theme is The 
Twelve Days of Christmas. The manor will be adorned with festive splendour, as we bring this popular rhyme to 
life with delicately hand-made ornaments.  
 
To make all of this come to fruition, the manor will be closed to be decorated from Monday 13 - Friday 17 
November. The Christmas offer will be in place from Saturday 18 November – Monday 1 January. Whilst the 
manor is the star of the show, there will be beautiful decorations and festive activities across the site, including our 
popular Christmas market in the Great Barn on Saturday 2 and Sunday 3 December. For our full programme of 
events visit www.nationaltrust.org.uk/avebury 

As always, please remember that residents of Avebury, including Avebury Trusloe and Rawlins Park, have free 
entry to the manor, garden and museum; simply show a proof of address.                If there is anything you wish to 
discuss with us, please do get in touch on avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk 

Invitation to preview of The Twelve Days of Christmas 

at Avebury Manor 

17 November 2023, 4pm – 6pm 

We would love to invite you, our local community, to be the first to see the manor displayed for 
Christmas. Please join us for a festive preview of The Twelve Days of Christmas at Avebury 

Manor. There’ll be mince pies and festive drinks to enjoy. 

Please RSVP to LauraMay.Bailey@nationaltrust.org.uk if you’d like to come along. 

 

 
Image © National Trust/ Abby George 

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/avebury
mailto:avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk
mailto:LauraMay.Bailey@nationaltrust.org.uk
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RM PLUMBING & HEATING 
CONTRACTORS Ltd 

Ryan Marsh (Plumbing and heating engineer)  
  

Gas safe registered (natural gas & LPG) 
Air source heat pumps  
Oftec (oil) registered  

Boiler servicing & breakdowns  
Unvented Hot water cylinders  

Bathroom refits  
General plumbing  

  

Email: r.marshplumbing@yahoo.com  

Phone: 07891012074  

 

ON CALL DAY & NIGHT 
01672 512444 OR 810727 
Wagon Yard London Road 
Marlborough Wiltshire  

SN8 1LH 

WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  
COMMUNITY HALL 

Registered Charity No 1199011 
The Hall has now been open for one year. Interest in the hall has 
exceeded our expectations with regular bookings being made. Our 
Coffee and Cake Warm Hub Saturday morning events have proved 
popular and the addition of bacon and sausage rolls with other savoury 
items a great success. 
The next two events will be Saturday November 18th and Saturday 
December 16th both at 10.30 am 
Please come along and meet friends and neighbours for a convivial 
chat. 
 
Hall Bookings can be made by e mailing   wmch-booking@hotmail.com 
Please follow us on our Website wmch.club and on Facebook 

Hiring Rates November 2022 

The trustees reserve the right to review the charges regularly. 
The trustees reserve the right to apply a security deposit. The security deposit will be refunded only after a post 
booking inspection of the hall. If the hall is left in an unsatisfactory condition with additional cleaning required or if 
there is any damage to the fabric, fixtures, or fittings then part or all of the deposit may be retained. Any decision 
taken by the trustees with regard to this matter are final  

General Hirers    Per Hour 
Weekday/evening      £15 
Weekend day/ evening   £17 
Repeat Groups  
Weekday     £13 
Weekend      £15 
 

WM & BB Residents  Per Hour 
Weekday/evening     £10 
Weekend day/evening   £12 
Repeat Groups  
Weekday     £ 9 
Weekend      £10        
Church/ Village Club    £9           

mailto:wmch-booking@hotmail.com
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Est. 1991 D. W. Oliver Tree Services Ltd 
B.Sc.A.I.W.Sc. 

TREE PRUNING  
LANDSCAPING, WOODCHIPPING  
TREE FELLING, FORESTRY 
CONTRACTING  
FENCING 

Tel 01672 861310 
Mobile 07976 644706 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 
£5M INSURANCE 

Tree Surgery works carried out by qualified staff  

E-mail: info@dwoliver.com   Web: www.dwoliver.com 

 NEIL MARSH  

CARPENTRY  
SERVICES 
 

 All aspects of Carpentry  
 Bespoke wardrobes  
 Kitchens  
 Multi panel shower boarding  
 Fencing & decking  
 General maintenance  

  

Tel Neil on :  07969  332709   
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WHO’S WHO in the Upper Kennet Churches  
RECTOR:  REV’D MARIA SHEPHERDSON  01672 539643 
The Rectory, 27 High Street, Avebury, SN8 1RF  
Email:  revmariashepherdson@outlook.com  
If you require a priest in an emergency and are unable to contact Rev’d Maria please telephone one of the churchwardens. 
BENEFICE SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES:  
     Mrs Elizabeth Daley  01672 539277 
     Mr Roderick Palfrey 01793 731067 
LICENSED LAY MINISTER Mrs Sibella Laing 01672 861600  sibella.laing@outlook.com  
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS Mrs Claire Stiles 01793 731620  c.j.stiles@hotmail. co.uk 
     Mr Graham Kitchen  01672 861798  graham@grahamkitchen.com 
LAY WORSHIP LEADERS 

  Mrs Alison Andre 01672 539641 
  Mrs Angharad Hughes  07771 615534 

BENEFICE OFFICE:  Anne Robinson, Sophie Roberts (Mon-Thurs, 10am-1pm)  
Address:  St Michael and All Angels Church,  
 Church Hill, West Overton, Marlborough . SN8 4ER 01672 861786  e-mail: upperkennetchurches@gmail.com 
           Benefice Website:  www.kennet8.org.uk 
CHURCHWARDENS   Mrs Maureen Dixon 01672 539690 
AVEBURY     Mrs Sandra Hues 01672 539444     shues01@hotmail.com 
     Mrs Helen Vickers 01672 539482     brian.helen.vickers@googlemail.com 
EAST KENNETT    Mr Graham Kitchen  01672 861798  graham@grahamkitchen.com 
     Mrs Jo Snape  01672 861267   Josiesnape@aol.com 
WEST OVERTON    Mrs Susan Rogers 01672 861374  sjrogers44@gmail.com 
     Max Dissanayake 07770 641944  maxdissanayake1@gmail.com 
FYFIELD  Please contact: Vicky Evans  01672 861622  bixevans@gmail.com 
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Ms Penny Gold  01672 539158  goldpennygold@aol.com 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Mrs Claire Stiles 01793 731620  c.j.stiles@hotmail.co.uk 
     Mr Peter Barry  01793 731589    peter17.barry@gmail.com 
BROAD HINTON    Mrs Gill Crabtree 07774 424125    gill.crabtree1@gmail.com 
     Mr Robert Fitzpatrick 01793 739156    fitzpatrickrobert16@gmail.com  
Benefice Council Lay Chairman   Mr Mark Wightman 01793 731452   wightman1944@btinternet.com 
 
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL SECRETARIES 
AVEBURY     Mrs Michaela Lambert 07953 855621    mrs.michaela.lambert@gmail.com  
EAST KENNETT, FYFIELD 
& WEST OVERTON   Mrs Lynne Williams 01672 861511  lynne.williams55@gmail.com  
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Mr Philip Scott  01672 539104  philipscott2@me.com 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Position vacant at present    
BROAD HINTON    Mrs Liz Palfrey 01793 731067  lizpalfrey@btinternet.com 
 
MAGAZINES  
UPPER KENNET NEWS in Fyfield, West Over ton, East & West Kennett, Beckhampton, Avebury Trusloe, Avebury, Winterbourne 
Monkton & Berwick Bassett: 
Editor:  David Throup, Longmynd, Locker idge SN8 4ED  01672 861279   davidthroup@aol.com 
Please send all copy including advertising and payment to David Throup.  Final copy date 20th of each month by 1pm latest. 
 
LOCAL NEWS in Uffcott, Broad Hinton & Winterbourne Bassett: 
Editor:  Liz Moakes       07776 188805  3villageslocalnews@gmail.com 
           Final copy date 20th of each month. 

 

SHEPPARD DECORATORS 
WE CONSIDER PROJECTS OF ALL SIZES 

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR. 

CALL DARREN FOR A FRIENDLY QUOTE. 
01380 725652 07876 433655 

WWW.SHEPPARD-DECORATORS.CO.UK 

Sheppard Decorators 

K. A. Callaway. 
Great Bedwyn 

WOODSTOVES &  
CHIMNEY LININGS 

Woodstoves: many makes, new and 
second hand discounted. 

Flue lining: Stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed 
TV flue camera for internal chimney inspection.  
Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection. 
FREE site visit and advice recommended 

Tel: 01672 870619 Mobile: 0860 722646 

K. A. Gallaway - Great Bedwyn
WOODSTOVES & CHIMNEY LININGS

Woodstoves: many makes, new & second hand discounted.

Flue lining: stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed TV flue camera

for internal chimney inspection. Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection.

FREE site visit and advice recommended

TEL: 01672 870 619 MOBILE 0860 722 646

EARTHWISE  
GARDEN DESIGN LTD. 

ANYA HOPE MEDLIN  
(MA Cantab) 

 
Qualified and experienced horticulturalist 
and garden designer offers an individual 
and personal service. 
* Complete design and build service 
* Planting plans for complete gardens or 

single borders 
* Restoration of neglected gardens  
* Consultation and plant sourcing 
* Wild gardens/personalised retreats 
  

Tel/Fax 01672 861462    

Mobile 07970 590674 
e-mail:-   
anya.earthwise@googlemail.com 

mailto:claire.stiles1@btinternet.com
mailto:sjrogers44@gmail.com
mailto:maxdissanayake1@gmail.com
mailto:gill.crabtree1@gmail.com
mailto:wightman1944@btinternet.com
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We are an independently owned business, located on the main high street, within the 
Avebury Stone Circle. With many things to offer, we are more than just a shop…. 

 
Gifts - we offer a wide range of gifts, including souvenirs, books, crystals, incense,  

clothing, jewellery and more…. 
 

Events - we host a variety of events, from book signings in the shop, workshops in the 
upstairs space and 1:1 treatments in our treatment room. All spaces are available to 

hire. Please e-mail events@hengeshop.com for more information. 
 

Book Signings - we hold various book signings within the shop with a wonderful variety 
of authors. You can view our upcoming book signings on our website. If you would like 

to hold one of your own, please contact Helen at handrews@hengeshop.com. 
 

Crystal Skulls - We have a large collection of crystal skulls and all are available to buy 
either in our dedicated room, located within the shop, or online at 

www.hengeskulls.com 

For more information about any of the above or to 
shop online, please visit www.hengeshop.com 

 
+44(0)1672 539229 

 
avebury@hengeshop.com 

You can find both The Henge Shop & 
Henge Skulls on                  Facebook 

& Instagram 

Company Telephone 
Adie Cripps Chimney Sweep 01672 512438 

Appleyard Acu 07736 073067 

Chalky’s Workshop 01672 861123 

D. W. Oliver Tree Services Ltd 01672 861310 

Dianne Mackinder Funeral Service 01672 512444 

Earthwise Garden Design 01672 861462    

Gray & Amor Ltd 01380 587006 

Green Man  cleaning services 01793 847500 

Jack Taylor  

Jill Sudbury 07973 951286 

K A Callaway - Chimney maint. 01672 870619 

M J Sly - Monumental Mason 01672 516797 

M. Hutton Electrical 07974 433456 

Massage2Health 07789 529884 

Mr and Mrs Clarke. Estate agents 01672 563635 

Neil Marsh Carpentry Services 07969 332709   

Ryan Marsh Plumbing 07891 012074  

Sheppard Decorators 07917 818145 

The Henge Shop 01672 539229 

The Village Geek - IT support 01672 861533 

  

 

 

 

 

T: 01452 780 802  

E: taylor-j1@outlook.com 

jacktaylor_arb 

mailto:taylor-j1@outlook.com
mailto:-j1@outlook.com
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VIEWS FROM THE KENNET VALLEY  
2024 CALENDAR  

For the eighth year and to help our churches at West Overton, Fyfield and East Kennett we are again producing a calendar 
compiled from photos submitted by local residents. The spiral bound, wall hanging A4 calendar will be available at the end of 

October at £8.00 each, including envelope.   
 

ORDER FORM 
Quantity required  ____  at  £8.00 each      Total  £_____ 

 

PAYMENT 
Cheques payable to: 
 Upper Kennet Churches Council 
 
Or by BACS  : Sort code: 30-92-63 A/C 01498496 
 Total amount £ ________   Paid by cheque    

      Paid by BACS   
Please return this form to:  
The Church Office, St Michael & All Angels Church 
Church Hill. West Overton SN8 4ER 
(with a cheque if applicable) 
 
         
 Name:  ………………………………………………….. 
 

        Address:   ………………………………………………. 
   
 Tel no. or email:   ………………………….... 

 
Telephone 01672 861798 with any queries  

or for more information 
With grateful thanks for your support 


