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 Harvest confusion  
 

The sound of heavy machinery running through the night, huge monsters with 
lights creeping across the fields in pitch darkness, and the roar of mighty tractors 
with trailers driving through our small country lanes scattering straw like confetti 
signal that it’s harvest time. The flattened fields will soon turn brown when 
ploughed, and another season will have passed.  
I am reminded of the 1950s when a friend and I used to go down to a farm in 

Devon to help during harvest. (I use the term ‘help’ loosely.) It was supposed to 
be a holiday but it was very hard work in the fields gathering in the small bales. 
On one occasion in the early evening as we stacked a final load, we persuaded the 
reluctant farmer to let us drive the tractor and its heavy load across the fields to 
the road. His reluctance was justified. We started with an almighty jolt resulting in 
the whole load toppling to the ground – and another two hours of work to reload!  
The previous day we had helped drive a large flock of sheep along the A361 to 

another field. My shouting at them not only brought them to an almost permanent 
halt but did likewise to several hundred cars!  
As we decorate our churches for harvest festival, I remain conscious of the 

stocks of produce in our supermarkets - beans from Kenya and Peru, broccoli 
spears from Spain, onions and peppers from Holland - and the effect on global 
warming for such transportation.  
So, as I offer a prayer of thanks to God for ‘our’ harvest should I also pray about 

saving the world in other respects?  
A glass of water on the altar perhaps to remind us of our dwindling water 

resources; a piece of coal to thank God for heating - no, not coal, perhaps a can of 
oil - no, perhaps a model of a wind turbine or nuclear reactor; no? then perhaps a 
battery for an electric car with its relatively scarce metals mined from a third 
world country, or from China.  
No, maybe we should just have a sheaf of locally grown corn in the entrance to 

the church at East Kennett as we used to many moons ago!  
Perhaps I might get some answers when I go to Marlborough College for the 

U3a in Kennet special interest day lectures on Climate Change and Sustainable 
Futures.  
I will of course be offering prayers to thank God for our sustenance and our 

world generally but I clearly also need to pray and humbly ask for guidance.  
 
Food for thought.  

Graham Kitchen, Lay Pastoral Assistant  

A View from the Pew 

 Published by Fyfield, West 
Overton and East Kennett  
Parochial Church Council for 
the Upper Kennet Benefice 

 
October 2021 

.“A brief respite from everyday pressures – 
a time of peace, calm and silent reflection.” 

MEDITATION (TAIZÉ) Service 
 

Every fortnight on a Wednesday evening at East 
Kennett Church from 7.00 to 7.25pm:  a chance 
to just sit quietly and relax and enjoy the silence 
and the peace by candlelight, with a background 
of occasional singing and some words of wisdom. 

 

Future dates for your diary: 
Wednesday 13th October, Wednesday 27th October 

& 
Wednesday 10th November. 

Kennet Valley Lottery Club 

draw winners   

£100   Number    94 Sandra Tremeer 
£75   Number      61 Colin Watts 
£50   Number      63 Louise Elkington 

(Some winners prefer that their names were not 
published, in which case we just state the 
winning numbers 

If you would like to join the lottery, ring  
David Snape on 01672 861267 or email: 

davidwsnape@aol.com 
Another way to support our churches at 
West Overton, Fyfield and East Kennett  

Notice Board 
Weddings 
Stephanie Moakes &  4 September  
Samuel Hanson  Broad Hinton 
 
Jennifer Adams &  18 September 
Matthew Cannon  West Overton 
 
Funeral 
David Scattergood  25 August 

    Avebury 

100 Club 
Draw Results for September 

(some winners prefer that their names are not 
published) 

If you would like to join the lottery ring 
Richard Nutt on 01672539611 or email 

richard@184systems.com 

Your way to help support the churches of 
Winterbourne Monkton and Berwick Bassett 

Lottery is licensed by Wiltshire Council 

Fyfield Churchyard clear-up morning, 
11th September 

  
Once again the Fyfield Stalwarts, including several children (Annie, 
Rupert, Eve and Nicolai), gathered to attack the mini-jungle 
surrounding St Nicholas church.  Everyone worked incredibly hard 
and by lunchtime the churchyard was transformed. Huge thanks to 
everyone - your time, 
hard work and support 
was much appreciated. 
  
It was lovely to see 
Dennis and Linda Seeley 
again and we are grateful 
for their continuing 
support even though they 
have moved away.  
Thanks also to Sue Elks 
who doesn’t live in the 
village but kindly 
supports St Nicholas in 
many ways. 

1st £48.00 58 Simon Petchey 
2nd £36.00 37 Brian Sterry 
3rd £24.00 69 Sandra Elliot 
4th £12.00 81 Phillip Shepherdson 
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UPPER KENNET CHURCHES SERVICES 

Time Out Together in  
West Overton 

 
Thursday 30 September 2021, 

12.30 – 2.00 pm 
at The Old Manor 

 
We are re-starting our Time Out Together meetings by 

holding the next session on the theme of “Living in Love and 
Faith”. Come and join us for a simple lunch, a video 
presentation, and discussion. Many of you will already know 
of this important initiative of the Church of England, in which 
all parishes are encouraged to participate. 
All are welcome at: The Old Manor (on the west side of the 

church), West Overton, SN8 4ER. Please contact one of us if 
you would like more details, and/or directions to the house. 
 

Sibella Laing – 01672 861600 
sl519@cam.ac.uk  

Claire Stiles 
Angharad Hughes 

Sunday 3 October – Green 
Trinity 18 
Hebrews 1.1-4;2.5-12 
Mark 10.2-16 
 
Sunday 10 October – Green 
Trinity 19 
Hebrews 4.12-end 
Mark 10.17-31 
 
Sunday 17 October – Green 
Trinity 20 
Hebrews 5.1-10 
Mark 10.35-45 
 
Sunday 24 October – Green 
Last Sunday after Trinity 
Hebrews 7.23-end 
Mark 10.46-end 

Sunday 31 October – Gold or 
White 
All Saints’ Day 
Revelation 21.1-6a 
John 11.32-44 
 
Sunday 7 November – Red or 
Green 
3rd Sunday before Advent 
Hebrews 9.24-end 
Mark 1.14-20 

Readings 

  St Nicholas 
FYFIELD 

  

St Michael & 
All Angels 

WEST 
OVERTON 

Christ Church 
EAST 

KENNETT 

St James 
AVEBURY 

St Mary 
Magdalene 

WINTERB’RN
MONKTON 

St Katherine & 
St Peter 

WINTERB’RN 
BASSETT 

St Peter ad 
Vincula 
BROAD 
HINTON 

  
3 October 
Trinity 18 

8.30 am 
Prayer book 
Communion 

  

10.30 am 
Morning Service 

  

6 pm 
Harvest 
Festival 

  

    10.30 am 
Morning 
Prayer 

  

9.45 am 
Benefice 
Service 
Harvest 
Festival 

Communion 
Wednesday 

6 
October 

      10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 

      

10 October 
Trinity 19 

  4pm 
Little Angels & 

Children & 
Families Service 

  

    9.45 am 
Benefice Service 

Communion 
4pm 

Harvest Festival 
& Tea 

    

Wednesday 
13 

October 

    7 pm 
Meditation 

Service (Taizé) 

10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 

      

Saturday 
16 October 

    11 am 
Wilson 

Baptism 

        

17 October 
Trinity 20 

  9.45 am 
Benefice Service 

Communion 

          

Wednesday 
20 

October 

      10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 

      

24 October 
Last Sunday 
after Trinity 

      9.45 am 
Benefice 
Service 

Communion 

      

Wednesday 
27 

October 

    7 pm 
Meditation 

Service (Taizé) 

10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 

      

Saturday 
30 October 
All Souls’ 

Day 

  3 pm 
All Souls’ Day 

Service 

  4.30 pm 
All Souls’ 

Day Service 

      

31 October 
All Saints’ 

Day 

    8 am 
Prayer Book 
Communion 

    9.45 am 
Benefice 
Service 

Communion 

  

mailto:sl519@cam.ac.uk
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Charity Cake Sale 
 in aid of: The Avebury Senior Citizens and 

Battersea Dogs and Cats Home. 
Sunday 29th August, 2021. 

Many thanks to all the people who donated and purchased a 
cake in aid of the above charities. Andy (the Avebury 
postman) , Mick (the retired Avebury postman), twelve year old 
twins, Lauren and Aimee, who worked non-stop all day 
collected £960 , £480 to each charity. We would also like to 
thank Phillipe and Dominique from the Henge Shop for use of 
front of shop and supplying the tables. 
We were over whelmed by the generous support. 

Andy, Mick, Lauren and Aimee  

West Overton, Fyfield & East Kennett Churches 
 

SEPTEMBER COFFEE MORNING 
 

A big thank you everyone who helped in any way and 
to all who came to our coffee morning and bring & 
buy.  We raised over £477 – an all time record, 
which is amazing and we are very grateful.   
 
Thanks too for the ‘anonymous’ cakes and produce 
and for the donations from those who weren’t able 
to be there.   
 
Our next event will be the Christmas Bazaar and 
Christmas Tree sale which will be held in the 
Kennet Valley Hall this year, on Saturday 4th 
December. 

All Souls’ Day 
Services 

 

Saturday 30th 
October 

 

St Michael All Angels,  
West Overton 3 pm 

 

St James’ Church,  
Avebury 4.30 pm 

 

These services are an opportunity for remembering those we 
love who have died, and everyone is welcome.  If you are 
unable to be with us but would like someone to be remembered 
in our prayers at either of these services, please contact the 
Benefice Office. 

Upper Kennet Benefice Office, The Garden Room, 
62 Lockeridge, Marlborough, SN8 4EL 

Telephone:  01672 861786 
e-mail:  upperkennetchurches@gmail.com  

MONKTON AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 
FUND RAISING 

After a very successful first Teas in Avebury Social Centre 
we held our second one on Bank Holiday Monday.  With the 
National Trust Tea room closed we were able to provide an 
excellent venue for customers with a wide choice of savouries 
– soup, sausage rolls, quiche etc and a vast array of superb 
cakes generously donated by village members form Monkton 
and Berwick Bassett. It was a busy day at the hatch with 
customers flowing in throughout the day. We managed to raise, 
after expenses, nearly £1300 for Monkton Church – a new 
record.  Thanks, as ever, to all those involved in the success of 
the day – hard work and good humour in equal amounts! 

We again fielded a large team of cyclists for the Ride and 

Stride on 11 September – some 10 people of all ages, under the 
leadership of Mark and Rob.  They completed a ride around the 
Deanery, over 50 miles, which features a number of long hills.  

The weather was kind, 
not too hot, not wet and 

not windy! Thanks to 
all those who took part.  

We hope they will have 
raised several hundred 

pounds for Wiltshire 
Historic Churches Trust 
and Monkton church. 

mailto:upperkennetchurches@gmail.com
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Avebury Parish Council 
Headlines from Avebury Parish Council’s 

meeting on 7 September 2021 
 

A member of the public asked why the footpath 
to Rawlins Park was so poorly maintained. We 
replied that the parish steward had been asked to 
strim it. The National Trust has also been 
invited to address any overgrowth on the land it 
manages that is close to the footpath.  

An application to fell two sycamores at Ashcroft 
was approved. The applicant told us that 
replacement trees were planned. 

We accepted a tender from Ringway, Wiltshire 
Council’s contractor. Ringway will set the 
foundations for two sockets. The sockets will be 
used to install a Speed Indicator Device (SID) 
on a pole and will allow the pole and the SID to 
be moved from one location (the Rawlins Park 
bus shelter for southbound traffic) to the other 
(the main car park entrance for vehicles driving 
eastward). The SID will remind drivers of the 
speed limit. It will also provide data to inform 
future discussion about vehicle speeds. We 
await a date for these works. 

Wiltshire Council’s consultation period on the 
proposed speed limit reduction from 60mph to 
50mph on the A4361 has ended. We heard that 
objections had been received (mainly, we 
understand, from those wanting a lower speed 
limit). The issue needs now to be considered and 
decided by Wiltshire councillors.    

We heard that at least six organisations had 
expressed some interest in exhibiting in the 
proposed community exhibition space in the 
chapel and that there would be a meeting for 
them in October. 

BT has been asked to clean the recently 
repainted telephone box (emergency calls only) 
at West Kennett and to replace a missing acrylic 
pane. 

On the initiative of Broad Hinton and 
Winterbourne Bassett PC, we agreed to discuss 
at our next meeting how to work with other 
stakeholders with the aim of improving flood 
management.   

Dates of next meetings: an ordinary meeting 
on 5 October at 19h30 in the Social Centre. As 
always, residents wishing to participate in these 
meetings are most welcome to do so. 

Vacancy: We have a vacancy on the Council. 
Please consider applying for it! Liz Moore 
(clerk@btinternet.com) or any of the 
Councillors will be glad to answer your 
questions. 

Draft minutes of this meeting may be found on 
the Avebury Parish Council website. 

Avebury & District WI 
 

Summer 2021 
Our summer meetings are traditionally a visit to a garden in June and an 

educational visit in July.   
This year we managed a visit to the lovely grounds of Lacock Abbey for a 

select few.  Six members gathered and strolled through the grounds and 
gardens on a warm afternoon.  Tea and cake was taken in the small NT café 
adjacent to the Red Lion pub opposite and an enjoyable time was had by all.  
Thanks to the NT staff who were able to provide Bryony with a mobility 
scooter which enabled her to roam where she willed. 

Our educational visit saw 11 members take a private guided tour of 
Avebury Manor.  Although many of us had visited before it was lovely to 
have the house to ourselves and our own personal guides.  The staff further 
treated us to tea, coffee or a glass of prosecco as we sat on the lush grass at the 
front of the Manor enjoying another fine summer’s afternoon.  Our thanks to 
all the team who made our visit so enjoyable. 

As we don’t have a meeting in August, Sandra Hues very kindly agreed to 
host afternoon tea in her lovely garden in Beckhampton.  Members brought 
sandwiches and cakes to share and all were delighted to be able to see and 
chat to old friends.  Thank you Sandra. 
 
September 2021 

For our first ‘face to face’ meeting in a year a small group of members and 
guests gathered in the Social Centre on 9th September for a talk by Gordon 
Brockman on silver marks.  He covered the main identifying marks, how to 
recognize them and how to establish when your piece was made.  He also told 
us about the rarer marks from Assay Offices that are no longer working.  
Members brought items for him to examine and value and these were used to 
good effect to illustrate his talk, establishing the year and maker as well.  He 
also educated us about caring for our silver items – never use liquid silver 
polish but instead wash each item in hot soapy water then buff with a silver 
cloth.  Gordon is a great raconteur and regaled us with stories of finds, 
including his ‘find of a lifetime’ – a pair of rare Georgian candlesticks which 
you may remember hearing about in the news earlier this year.  We’re hoping 
to invite Gordon back to do an ‘Antiques Roadshow’ valuation session at 
some point in the future so watch this space. 

Our next meeting will be on 14th October and is ‘Handbags – a historical 
journey’; members are invited to bring an old handbag for the competition 
and/or an autumn hedgerow arrangement for the floral competition.  
Programme cards will be available at the meeting for those who have not 
received them. 
 
I hope to see you all there. 

Maggie Lewis, 
President, Avebury & District WI 

 

FOR SALE 
sensible offers 

considered. 
 

 
For more details :   
01672 861622 

mailto:clerk@btinternet.com
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GRAND ‘GARAGE’ SALE 

Saturday 2 October, 10am to 3pm 
at 2 Witts End,  

West Overton SN8 4ER 
(behind South Farm House) 

 

Payment by cash or cheque please, no cards. 
50% of profits on the day donated to the Church 

 

Queries to Bob Skeet, 07884 136872 
 

Items will include  

 Kitchen ware and oven-to-table ware 
 Garden tools including Husqvarna chainsaw &  
 Bosch electric hedge cutter 
 Workshop tools 
 Ladders and steps 
 Sofa, chairs and furniture 
 Display cabinet 
 Garden furniture 
 Books 
 And many other items 

News from the Tower 
 
 At long last the first ringing practice since March, 2020, took 
place on Tuesday, 24th August, 2021. Nine ringers were there, 
Avebury ringers, Brian, Michele, Jonathan and Kathryn; Jane 
and Andy from Calne, Emma from Heddington and John and 
Rosie from All Cannings,( they all attend our practices). They 
were able to ring all eight bells as well as several methods on 
six bells. Masks were worn by everyone throughout, hands 
were sanitised and the ringing room was ventilated by the open 
window and door. Photographs were taken and when the 
ringing was over they had a 
celebration party outside when 
Jonathan’s dog, Hero, joined 
the party. Many thanks to 
Michele for the photographs 
and to Kathryn for the 
information above. 

A Calne Branch Meeting 
was held at Bromham on 11th 
September,with a picnic tea and 
limited ringing. 

Mary Davidge, tel: 01672 
513819, 

Belfry Correspondent.       

 

2021 Christmas Tree sale at 
the Church Christmas Bazaar 
Saturday 4th December at the 

Kennet Valley Village Hall 
 

Come and enjoy our annual social event, shake 
off those Covid blues, meet your neighbours 
and friends in a friendly, relaxing and safe 
atmosphere. 
In addition to our usual stalls we are going to 
have a local produce section, if you would like a 
stall contact Graham Kitchen on 01672 861798. 
For more information on Christmas trees and 

an order form contact David Snape at 
davidwsnape@aol.com. As usual we are 
offering free local delivery and online BACS 
payments. 

Christmas Bazaar: 
 

Our Christmas Bazaar will be held at 
Kennet Valley Hall this year instead of 
West Overton Church. 
It will take place on Saturday 4th 
December and will have a much 
broader range of offerings, ideal for 
Christmas presents and winter 
comforts. 
 

Views from the Kennet 
Valley 2022 Calendar: 

 

An order form for this popular calendar 
will appear in next months magazine. 
 

Christmas Tree sale: 
 

This will also be held at Kennet Valley 
Hall on Saturday 4th December. 
 
Any queries, contact Graham Kitchen on 01672 861798 
regarding the Bazaar or Calendar, and David Snape on 01672 
861267 regarding Christmas Trees. 

mailto:davidwsnape@aol.com
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Avebury Community Shop 

Shop Phone Number:   
01672 539200  

Opening Hours  
10am–4pm every day 

 
The volunteers, committee, staff and customers of 
Avebury Community Shop were saddened to hear of 
the death of Dave Scattergood.   He was prominent 
in setting up the shop and led the steering group 
which organised the opening in March 2009.   He 
worked tirelessly in the preparations for the shop 
opening, which were complex to say the least.  He 
organised builders, assembled shelving, made 
agreements with suppliers, fetched stock from the 
Cash and Carry in Swindon and carried out 1001 
other tasks.  He used all his contacts to ensure that 
the shop opening was a success, and was great at 
persuading people to help in getting the job done.   
He even managed to get the Sunday Times to report 
on our opening (the picture is from the Sunday 
Times article and shows him outside the shop on 
opening day). 
He continued to offer valuable advice and 

suggestions throughout the last 13 years - until very recently.   Dave 
will be sorely missed, not just by the shop but by the wider 
community to which he contributed so much. 
 
Coronavirus precautions 
Because the shop is so small and ventilation is limited, we will be 
continuing to ask customers to observe the current precautions.  We 
will be continuing to limit numbers in the shop to 2 people or small 
family groups, and also asking customers to continue to wear face 
masks in the shop. 
 
Call and Collect Service 
We provide a call and collect service for people who don’t want to 
go into the shop or are unable to go into the shop.   Please call us on 
01672 539200 to place your order, we will then contact you for 
payment and have your shopping ready to collect from the door, or 
we can load it into your car. 
 
Extension of Free Delivery Service 
Avebury Community shop will be providing a FREE delivery 
service of food and other essentials to anyone in our community 
who is in self isolation due to the Coronavirus.   This is an extension 
of the service we already provide to the elderly and others in our 
community who are unable to get to the shop. 
Please call 01672 539200 to arrange a delivery.    We would prefer 
payment by card, but can accept cash on delivery if necessary. 

 
Michele Lomas  

(Chair of Avebury Community Shop) 

David Scattergood 
President, Avebury Cricket Club 2002-2021 

Many of you will already have learned of the sad passing of Dave Scattergood, 
who died at home on 25 August 2021. 

Dave will always be remembered across this community as someone who really 
made things happen – naturally fun-loving, always with time for others, and 
invariably excited by any opportunity to be involved in projects to bring our 
community closer together and have fun. 

He was an instrumental part of the team that developed the Avebury Community 
Shop, which celebrated its 12th anniversary this year.  I’m told the process to set up 
the shop was complex to say the least – and it is testament to his unswerving 
enthusiasm, as well as his often unconventional fund-raising techniques (the shop can 
boast shareholders up and down the country!) that it was ultimately able to launch 
and to grow into the success that it is today. 

He was a compulsive fund-raiser, and will be well known for almost single-
handedly running a series of auctions of promises at the Avebury Club in the 1990s 
and 2000s, which not only generated funds for a number of deserving local causes, 
but generated a lot of laughs as well. 

But it’s as the founding father of the current iteration of Avebury Cricket Club 
that we will remember him most.  As long ago as 1989, a chance discussion with a 
few other village residents, led enthusiastically by Dave, resulted in the reformation 
of Avebury C.C., re-kindling a club that had played on the sports field at Avebury 
since just after the First World War, having its origins in the workforce of Alexander 
Keiller. 

What Dave re-started in those days, as a small group of locals playing on the field 
on Sunday afternoons, has become an open-access community club with players as 
young as 5 and as old as 85; and with nearly 200 registered junior members in 2021.  
Whilst this growth is admirable, it would be worthless if we didn’t try to stay true to 
the principles on which Dave founded the club: open to everyone, serving the 
community, raising money where we can, having fun on the field and having more 
fun off the field if we can possibly get away with it. And of course, setting a standard 
in the excellence of its cricket teas to which others aspire! 

On Saturday 28th August 2021, we played our final 1st XI league match of the 
season in the West of England Premier League.  Both teams stood in lines on the 
square, in glorious sunshine, and observed a minute’s silence at the beginning of the 
game in Dave’s memory.  We had a wonderful match against a powerful Swindon 
C.C. 1st XI, and against the odds came away with a famous victory. 

I’d like to think he had something to do with that. 
Well played, Dave – a jolly fine innings. You live on in everything you helped to 

create. 
Dominic Fry, Chairman 
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CURIOSITY  
COMPASSION  

COURAGE 
 

Church of England,  
Voluntary Aided School 

www.kennetvalley.wilts.sch.uk 
 

Ofsted ‘Good school’ – March 2020 

                      
News from September 2021 

 
Welcome Back! 

Hello again from Kennet Valley school. 
We have returned to school this month 
after our summer break, and I am 
pleased to report that school feels more 
‘normal’ than it has over the last 18 
months. We no longer have to have 
bubbles in the school, so all of our 
children have been having playtimes and 
lunchtime together again. It has been 
delightful to see our older children 
getting to know our new reception and 
caring for them so well.  

Reception  
This year we were delighted to welcome 
9 new reception children to Wrens class. 
Mrs. McQue and Mrs. Alexander were 
very excited to meet them again on the 
first day. These children have joined the 
Reception /Year 1 class and will 
complete most of their learning through 
‘Continous Provision’, as well as having 
daily phonic lessons. This allows them 
to learn through planned and self-chosen 
play tasks. They also have weekly 
challenges to complete in the different 
areas of the classroom.  

Buddies  
As with previous years our new 
reception children have all got a buddy 
in year 6. These buddies will make sure 
that they are ok in the playground, will 
read with them during the week and help 
them during the school day. Being a 
buddy at kennet Valley is a very 
important role and I know that the Year 
6 children will work hard to be fantastic 
role models to the younger children.  

New Children  
As well as our 9 new reception children, 
we have also welcomed 9 children into 
years 1 – 5. I know that I speak for all of 
the staff team when I say that we hope 
that they are enjoying school and feel 
happy and safe with us.  

Curriculum 
As you will know, from reading past 
articles, we plan and teach in blocks at 
Kennet Valley. This allows children to 
immerse themselves in one subject over 
several weeks and to build their 
knowledge. We have started the year by 
having a science block throughout the 
school. Classes have been looking at 
States of Matter and changes in 
materials. We have found out about non
-Newtonian liquids, found out the best 
materials for different activities, looked 
at reversible and irreversible changes, 

and looked at how particles move 
within solids, liquids, and gases. From 
Monday 20th September the school 
moved on to a history block. During 
this block the classes will be learning 
and researching more about a range of 
history topics – all which are linked to 
our Value of the term, which is 
Courage. 
With the school year comes new 
enrichments opportunities for our 
children. Over the coming weeks all the 
children will take part in visiting a 
Science Dome. Wrens class will be 
going on a school trip to science centre, 
while our Year 6 children go on a day 
trip adventure. The Year 5 and 6 
children have the opportunity to hear a 
published author talk as part of the 
Marlborough Literature Festival. 
Finally, later in the autumn our Year 4 
children will be setting off for their 
residential trip. I will, of course, keep 
you all updated about how these 
activities and trip go – I hope you enjoy 
reading about them as much as the 
children enjoy doing them.  

Little Angels and Kennet Valley 
Toddlers  

We are really pleased to announce that 
the two parent and toddlers’ groups, 
that use our school hall, have restarted 
this month. These groups (Little Angels 
and Kennet Valley Toddlers) take turns 
to use the space on Fridays. It was 
wonderful to see so many young 
families in the school over the last few 
weeks and I hope that they all continue 
to come for a play.  

School Council  
At the start of the year, we always vote 
for the new members of the School 
Council. This group work with Mrs. 
Hues and Mrs. Bushnell to plan and 
organise a range of activities 
throughout the year. In the past this has 
included fund raising events for the 
school, stalls at the Christmas or 
Summer fayres and raising money for a 
range of charities. I know that Mrs. 
Hues and Mrs. Bushnell are looking 
forward to working with this year’s 
School Council members.  

Friends’ Association, Coffee with the 
Governors and a School Social! 

On Thursday 16th September, we had a 
school social. This was planned in co-
ordination with the Governing Body and 
with our Friends Association. We 
wanted to give our parents an 
opportunity to meet with us in a more 
social setting than at a school meeting or 
parents evening. We were blessed with 
good weather, and I was very pleased to 
see so many people. Governors will be 
following this meeting with a Coffee 
Morning for parents on Monday 18th 
October – all parents are invited to come 
and have a cup of tea or coffee and a 
breakfast pastry with Governors from 
8.50am.  
Our Friends Association have continued 

to support the school. Early in the term 
they held a camping and BBQ night and 
raised over £1800.00 for the school. I 
am so grateful to all that helped and 
supported this event.  
They will be holding their AGB on 
Thursday 14th October and I know that 
they are keen to get to know new 
members to the group, as well as 
welcoming back parents who have 
supported the committee before.  

Stay and Play  
As we move into the new school year, 
we are very pleased to be able to re-start 
our Stay and Play sessions. These are 
sessions that allow parents and children 
(aged 2,3,4 years old) to come into the 
school and find out more about us. The 
children are invited to play in Wrens 
class with the current reception and year 
1 children, while their parents and carers 
can have a drink and cake with some 
members of our parent body. This 
allows families to get to know us well 
before coming to the school. If you 
would like any more details about this, 
please do not hesitate to contact the 
school.  

School Places 
We are delighted to be able to offer 
tours of the school again for parents 
looking for a school place, either for the 
coming school year or for a place in 
reception in coming years. If you would 
like to come for a tour and a chat about 
Kennet Valley, please do not hesitate to 
contact us so that we can arrange a time 
to show you around our lovely little 
school. You can do this by calling 
01672861202 or by emailing Ruthie 
(our Admin Officer) on 
admin@kennetvalley.wilts.sch.uk  

 

Many thanks -  

 

 

 

Mrs. Emma Russell, Headteacher 

Kennet Valley C of E VA Primary School 

http://www.kennetvalley.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:admin@kennetvalley.wilts.sch.uk
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A call to all stitch and textile enthusiasts 

 
A new textile group has just been formed for stitching enthusiasts in 

Marlborough and surrounding area called 'Textiles and Stitch Around 
Marlborough'.  It is an independent group for textile artists, enthusiasts and 
learners alike.  It came about as a result of the Embroiderers' Guild dissolving its 
branches earlier this year.  The group is keen to invite new members to come and 
join and take advantage of the inspiring workshops and talks it delivers every 
month. 

During the pandemic members were able to continue online with video 
meetings, speakers, workshops and sewing challenges. There is a programme of 
speakers and inspirational workshops lined up from September for existing and 
new members starting with the Story of Quilt making, fabric printing, spinning 
and weaving and much more.  The group comes together on the first Monday of 
each month at Kennet Valley Hall, Lockeridge, near Marlborough, with the proud 
aim of being inspiring, inclusive and supportive. 

The first meeting of Textiles and Stitch Around Marlborough was held on 
Monday 6 September when 36 members heard M A Katritzky talk on The 
Needlework Collaboration of Mary, Queen of Scots and Bess of Hardwick.  The 
following day 10 members enjoyed a lino cutting workshop with Louise Nichols. 

The next meeting of Textiles and Stitch Around Marlborough will be on 

Monday 4 October at the Kennet Valley Hall, Lockeridge.  Our speaker will 
be Sue Hobson and her talk will be entitled “What is a Quilt”  Doors open 
at 13.30 for a 14.00 start.   
 
If you would like to find out more or come along to a meeting explore our 
website:  
https://textilesandstitch.co.uk/ or email Lindsay Sherwood at 

frenchknots2014@yahoo.co.uk  

https://textilesandstitch.co.uk/
mailto:frenchknots2014@yahoo.co.uk
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National Lottery awards Kennet Valley Hall  
£10,000 for new ventilation system  

 
Kennet Valley Village Hall has been awarded a grant of 

£10,000 by the National Lottery Community Fund to install 
an innovative ventilation system.  

The installation is designed to reassure residents who may 
be worried about returning to crowded events after the 
Covid pandemic. The system will be installed during the 
October Half Term to reduce the inconvenience to regular 
hall users. 

The state of the art system will carefully monitor air 
quality in the hall and maintain good ventilation without 
losing heat. The Heat Exchanger 'at heart of the system' uses 
sensors to control the rate of air change. The sensor detects 
CO2 in the outgoing air and then increases the incoming air 
flow in response. The system will also incorporate an Air 
Source Heat Pump which will provide a supplementary heat 
source should the need arise 

 A Parish Council spokesman said: “Given the anxiety 
about transmission that is going to linger for a very long 
while to come, there will be serious issues about ventilation, 
especially with the hirers, so the plan ticks many boxes.”  

The total cost of the system will be circa £20K. The Hall Trustees will pay half from the Hall`s own Reserves and are most 
grateful to the National Lottery Community Fund for their Award, without which the project would not have been possible. 

 

 Sculpture exhibition, Avebury Manor  
 

Avebury Manor Garden, Friday 10 September until Sunday 10 October. Free with 
entry to the manor and/or garden. Garden only ticket available from visitor 
reception (£5 adult, £2.50 child).  

 
Once again Avebury Manor Garden 
becomes an art gallery, with a variety 
of different artists displaying their work 
in the many different garden rooms.  
The exhibition includes striking 
statement pieces, subtle garden 
enhancements and modern abstract 
pieces - there is something for 
everyone's taste.  
The exhibition runs for a month and is 
free to anyone visiting the manor and/
or garden, there is no need to book.  
Most of the sculptures are available to 
purchase.  
Contact 
abby.george@nationaltrust.org.uk/
avebury or 07917 515439 for more 
information.  
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Update from the National Trust – Autumn 2021  
 
We’re delighted to have the Sculpture Exhibition back in Avebury Manor Garden. This hugely popular 
exhibition is the highlight of our autumn offer.  If you haven’t seen it yet, it will be in place until Sunday 10 
October – don’t forget that Avebury residents enjoy free entry. 
 
Avebury Manor operated with a free-flow model over the late summer and early autumn.  The Manor is closed 
briefly but re-opens on Thursday 7 October. We’ll shortly introduce a new guided tour of the attic rooms, 
which have been inaccessible for some time.  We’re really pleased to be able to open the doors to these rarely 

seen spaces. The Manor gardens and the Alexander Keiller Museum are open as usual, and our daily volunteer-led guided tours of 
the Stone Circles have resumed successfully. 
 
Christmas is coming and preparations have now begun for decorating Avebury Manor. The theme this year is ‘Christmas in 
colours’ and we’ll share more details in the next issue of Upper Kennet News.  In the meantime, save the date: the preview event 
for residents is on Thursday 18 November. 
 

Activities over the autumn period include: 
Sculpture Exhibition, Manor Garden, Fri 10 Sep to Sun 10 Oct 
Seasonal storytelling – Sat 23 Oct  
Trust10 run – Sun 24 Oct 
Apple celebrations – Sat 16 and Sun 17 Oct 
Half term family activities – Mon 25 Oct to Fr 29 Oct 
Dark Skies Walk – Sat 30 Oct 
Harvest Displays in the Dovecote and Barn throughout October 
 
For full details please visit www.nationaltrust.org.uk/avebury 
 

Living with Monuments Project 
The Living with Monuments Project summer excavation took place from the end of July through to mid-August 2021 in the 
Avebury half of the WHS. The site - the West Kennet palisade enclosures – is full of interesting and complex archaeology, and the 
main trench contained many features such as post holes, pits and ditches. Some of these features were constructed later than others 
and so had cut into the earlier features. Several antlers were found which will hopefully help to date some of these features, and 
there was also some worked flint and a small amount of pottery. The post-excavation analysis will reveal more as the data is 
processed and this will aid interpretation of the site. We will let you know when the report is released, and hope to be able to 
organise some talks about the project in due course. For details of previous excavations, please visit 
www.livingwithmonuments.org 

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/avebury
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livingwithmonuments.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CEva.Stuetzenberger%40nationaltrust.org.uk%7C75e916fc985d4de7ffce08d96e05a28b%7C0fba79b96423460d88eff9c3d4ca2e9f%7C0%7C0%7C637661792743218360%7CUnkno
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The AGM of 
The Kennet Valley Hall 

Management Committee 
will be held at the Hall on Monday 

October 4th at 7.30 pm 
 

Your local village hall is run by volunteers 
who represent the community groups that 
use the hall together with all the residents 

of East Kennett, West Overton, Lockeridge 
and Fyfield. All residents of the four 

villages are welcome to attend.  

 

 
 
 

 
(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd 

 

SPECIALISTS IN  
OIL, GAS, LPG &  

WARM AIR HEATING SYSTEMS 
 

Servicing & repairs / Installation 
Landlord’s Certificates / Gas Safety Records 

 

Tel: (01793) 536871 
Email: general@austinheat.com 
Website: www.austinheat.com 

 

Trading since 1972 

Brickwork, Ceramic 
Tiling, Painting and 
Decorating, Garden 
Fencing and General Maintenance. 
 

With 30+ years of experience, there isn't 
much I haven't come across, so for a free 
quotation or simply to 'Pick my brain!'    
Contact me:- 

5 Southfield,  

West Overton,  

Wilts, SN8 4HE 

Phone: 01672 861438 

Mobile: 07732989650 

E-mail: brianwattsbuilds@gmail.com 

Brian Watts Est. 1991 D. W. Oliver Tree Services Ltd 
B.Sc.A.I.W.Sc. 

TREE PRUNING  
LANDSCAPING, WOODCHIPPING  
TREE FELLING, FORESTRY CONTRACTING  
FENCING 

Tel 01672 861310 
Mobile 07976 644706 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 
£5M INSURANCE 

Tree Surgery works carried out by qualified staff  

E-mail: info@dwoliver.com 
Web: www.dwoliver.com 

mailto:general@austinheat.com
http://www.austinheat.com
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ON CALL DAY & NIGHT 
01672 512444 OR 810727 
Wagon Yard London Road 
Marlborough Wiltshire  

SN8 1LH 

WELDING    BREAKDOWN 

M.O.T.S.  SERVICING  

CHALKY'S 
WORKSHOP 

Hillside Farm,  
Rhyles Lane, Lockeridge, 

TEL:  01672 861123 

2 bedroom ensuite 
self contained 
secluded barn 
conversion on 
outskirts of 
Manton available 
for holiday /short 
lets. 
Telephone  
01672 539 288 
Email 
simper@talktalk.net  

 S. White 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
ARBORICULTURE SERVICES 

All aspects of tree work undertaken 
Hedge cutting/reductions 

Stump grinding 
Planting 

Logs and Wood Chip available 
Simon-white22@hotmail.com     

Fully qualified and insured 

Tel: 01672 861566 
Mob: 07917 353314 

MOONS OVENCLEANING 
  Local – Professional - Affordable 

 
Let us do the dirty work with tender loving care of 
your oven, hob, range, Aga, microwave or extractor 
using our eco-friendly and non-caustic system 

Call now on 01672 556404  
or 07723 048436 

www.moonsovencleaning.co.uk 
The same Father/Son run business established 

 in 2003 but with a new name 

 

RM PLUMBING & HEATING 
CONTRACTORS 

Ryan Marsh (Plumbing and heating engineer)  
  

Gas safe registered (natural gas & LPG)  
Oftec (oil) registered  

Boiler servicing & breakdowns  
Unvented Hot water cylinders  

Bathroom refits  
General plumbing  

  

Email: r.marshplumbing@yahoo.com  

Phone: 07891012074  

 

Looking for calm and tranquility in busy times? 

Tamara Turchet 
Holistic Therapist 

Reflexology - Aromatherapy - Massage 
To Support Your Health & Wellbeing  

With clinics in beautiful settings in Avebury & Avebury 
Trusloe 

07554 246877 
tamara@ttholistics.co.uk 

Www.ttholistics.co.uk 

mailto:simper@talktalk.net
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New Memorials and 
Restorations 

All types of memorials 
Handcrafted to a high 
standard in our own 

workshops at 
Pelham Court, London Road 

Marlborough 

**FREE Quotes 
Given** 

Telephone: 516797 
martin@mjsly.co.uk 

For a free memorial 
brochure 

M J Sly 
Monumental 

Sculptor 

K. A. Callaway. 
Great Bedwyn 

WOODSTOVES &  
CHIMNEY LININGS 

Woodstoves: many makes, new and 
second hand discounted. 

Flue lining: Stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed 
TV flue camera for internal chimney inspection.  
Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection. 
FREE site visit and advice recommended 

Tel: 01672 870619 Mobile: 0860 722646 

K. A. Gallaway - Great Bedwyn
WOODSTOVES & CHIMNEY LININGS

Woodstoves: many makes, new & second hand discounted.

Flue lining: stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed TV flue camera

for internal chimney inspection. Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection.

FREE site visit and advice recommended

TEL: 01672 870 619 MOBILE 0860 722 646

 

SHEPPARD DECORATORS 
WE CONSIDER PROJECTS OF ALL SIZES 

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR. 

CALL DARREN FOR A FRIENDLY QUOTE. 
01380 725652 07876 433655 

WWW.SHEPPARD-DECORATORS.CO.UK 

Sheppard Decorators 

 

 

S E R V I C E S  PJD 

GETT 
Landscaping 

Patios, Decking, Driveways  
Fencing, Turfing, Seeding, 

Hedgecutting. 
All types of groundwork 

Contact: Tim Smith  
Mob: 07811 142390 

 
Also available Machine Hire and Driver 
Incl: 
Mini Digger Skid Steer 
Telescopic Handler 
Tractor & Implements 
Fully insured.  Phone for a free quote 

Kennet Painters & Decorators 
Interior & Exterior painting 
 

Lionel Gale 
 

 
            Free Quotes 

        Over 25 years experience 
 

Tel: 01672 861034 
Mobile: 07787 373602 
E-Mail: lionelpgale@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:martin@mjsly.co.uk
mailto:pjdservices1@outlook.com
http://www.pjd-services.co.uk/
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WHO’S WHO in the Upper Kennet Churches  
RECTOR:  REV’D MARIA SHEPHERDSON  01672 539643 
The Rectory, 27 High Street, Avebury, SN8 1RF  
Email:  revmariashepherdson@outlook.com  
If you require a priest in an emergency and are unable to contact Rev’d Maria please telephone one of the churchwardens. 
BENEFICE SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES:  
     Mrs Elizabeth Daley  01672 539277 
     Mr Roderick Palfrey 01793 731067 
LICENSED LAY MINISTER Mrs Sibella Laing 01672 861600  sl519@cam.ac.uk 
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS Mrs Claire Stiles 01793 731620  c.j.stiles@hotmail. co.uk 
     Mr Graham Kitchen  01672 861349  graham@grahamkitchen.com 
LAY WORSHIP LEADERS 

  Mrs Alison Andre 01672 539641 
  Mrs Angharad Hughes  07771 615534 

BENEFICE OFFICE:  Anne Robinson, Sophie Roberts (Mon-Thurs, 10am-1pm)  
Address:  The Garden Room, 62 Lockeridge, SN8 4EL 01672 861786  e-mail: upperkennetchurches@gmail.com 
           Benefice Website:  www.kennet8.org.uk 
CHURCHWARDENS   Mrs Maureen Dixon 01672 539690 
AVEBURY     Mrs Sandra Hues 01672 539444     shues01@hotmail.com 
     Mrs Helen Vickers 01672 539482     brian.helen.vickers@googlemail.com 
EAST KENNETT    Mr Graham Kitchen  01672 861349  graham@grahamkitchen.com 
     Mrs Jo Snape  01672 861267   Josiesnape@aol.com 
WEST OVERTON    Mrs Susan Rogers 01672 861374  sjrogers44@gmail.com 
     Max Dissanayake 07770 641944  maxdissanayake1@gmail.com 
FYFIELD    Ms Vicky Evans 01672 861622  bixevans@gmail.com 
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Ms Penny Gold  01672 539158  goldpennygold@aol.com 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Mrs Glynis Long   01793 731398   glynislong@btopenworld.com 
     Mr Peter Barry  01793 731589    peter17.barry@gmail.com 
BROAD HINTON    Mrs Gill Crabtree 07774 424125    gill.crabtree1@gmail.com 
     Mr Robert Fitzpatrick 01793 739156    rft.fitzp@gmail.com 
Benefice Council Lay Chairman   Mr Mark Wightman 01793 731452   wightman1944@btinternet.com 
 
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL SECRETARIES 
AVEBURY     Mr David Davidge  01672 513819    mail@dwdmar.plus.com 
EAST KENNETT, FYFIELD 
& WEST OVERTON   Mrs Lynne Williams 01672 861511  lynne.williams55@gmail.com  
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Mr Philip Scott  01672 539104  philipscott2@me.com 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Mr Martin Knight 01793 731764  martin@vintry.co.uk    
BROAD HINTON    Mrs Marjorie Sykes 01793 731471  marjorie.sykes@btinternet.com 
 
MAGAZINES  
UPPER KENNET NEWS in Fyfield, West Over ton, East & West Kennett, Beckhampton, Avebury Trusloe, Avebury, Winterbourne 
Monkton & Berwick Bassett: 
Editor:  David Throup, Longmynd, Locker idge SN8 4ED  01672 861279   davidthroup@aol.com 
Please send all copy including advertising and payment to David Throup.  Final copy date 20th of each month. 
 
LOCAL NEWS in Uffcott, Broad Hinton & Winterbourne Bassett: 
Editor:  Liz Moakes       07776 188805  3villageslocalnews@gmail.com 
           Final copy date 20th of each month. 

 

Domestic 

Installations &  
Maintenance. 
Rewires, New builds , Extensions. 
Electric Showers , Cookers . 
Electric Heating. 
Consumer unit / fuse box upgrades. 
New Sockets & Telephone Points. 
Internal / External Lighting. Cctv &I Alarm 
Systems. Fault finding & Correction. 
Public liability insurance  
for £2 million 

 
Over 30 Years 

experience 

M.Hutton Electrical 
Napit Part P Registered 

Electrician 

Tel : 07974433456 
Email ; 
M.Huttonelectrical@gmail.com 

mailto:claire.stiles1@btinternet.com
mailto:sjrogers44@gmail.com
mailto:maxdissanayake1@gmail.com
mailto:bixevans@gmail.com
mailto:glynislong@btopenworld.com
mailto:gill.crabtree1@gmail.com
mailto:wightman1944@btinternet.com
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Advertisers Index 
 

Spire electrical services 

For all electrical installation work  
Testing, certification and repairs  

Domestic, Commercial & Agricultural. 

 

All work guaranteed for 5 years 

Mark Briffitt 07733104993 
Berwick Bassett 01793 739153  

Over 30 years experience 

Spireelectricalservices@outlook.com 

 

 

We are an independently owned business, located on the main high street, within the 
Avebury Stone Circle. With many things to offer, we are more than just a shop…. 

 
Gifts - we offer a wide range of gifts, including souvenirs, books, crystals, incense,  

clothing, jewellery and more…. 
 

Events - we host a variety of events, from book signings in the shop, workshops in the 
upstairs space and 1:1 treatments in our treatment room. All spaces are available to 

hire. Please e-mail events@hengeshop.com for more information. 
 

Book Signings - we hold various book signings within the shop with a wonderful variety 
of authors. You can view our upcoming book signings on our website. If you would like 

to hold one of your own, please contact Jane at jane@hengeshop.com. 
 

Crystal Skulls - We have the largest collection of Crystal Skulls in the area, and all are 
available to buy either in our dedicated room located within the shop, or online at 

www.hengeskulls.com 

For more information about any of the above or to 
shop online, please visit www.hengeshop.com 

 
+44(0)1672 539229 

 
avebury@hengeshop.com 

You can find both The Henge Shop & 
Henge Skulls on                  Facebook 

& Instagram 

Company Telephone 

Adie Cripps Chimney Sweep 01672 512438 

Art Lessons 01793 852893 

Austin Heating 01793 536871 

Brian Watts 01672 861438 

Caro Simper 01672 539288 

Chalkies Workshop 01672 861123 

D. W. Oliver Tree Services Ltd 01672 861310 

DBL Estates Ltd 01666 510481 

Dianne Mackinder Funeral Service 01672 512444 

GETT Landscaping 01672 861392 

Gray & Amor Ltd 01380 587006 

K A Callaway - Chimney maint. 01672 870619 

Kennet Painting and Decorating 01672 861034 

M J Sly - Monumental Mason 01672 516797 

m. Hutton Electrical 07974 433456 

Massage2Health 07789 529884 

Moons Ovencleaning 01672 556404 

PJD Services 07469 757333 

R & J News 07793 556561 

Reflexology - Jill Sudbury 01672 861412 

Ryan Marsh Plumbing 07891 012074  

S. O. Chimney Sweep 07881 206536 

Sheppard Decorators 07917 818145 

Simon White 01672 861566 

Spire Electrical 07733 104993 

The Henge Shop 01672 539229 

TT Holistics 07554 246877 

Wiltshire Robotic Mowers 01672 861016 

mailto:Spireelectricalservices@outlook.com

