
www.upperkennetnews.co.uk     

 

UPPER KENNET NEWS 
Published by Fyfield, West Overton and East Kennett  
Parochial Church Council for the Upper Kennet Benefice September 2018 

I have been reading voraciously 
over the summer and I’ve learnt a 
great deal – including the fact that 
needle felting while reading is 
definitely a VERY bad idea.  On the 
lighter end of the spectrum of 
books was Dave Tomlinson’s 
‘Black Sheep and Prodigals’.  

In one chapter he says he 
believes in a God of ‘hobnobs, beer 
and round tables’, translated in his 
experience into biscuits for children 
at Holy Communion services, beer 
at a pub based ‘café’ church, and 
taking every opportunity to listen 
and talk about faith at ‘round tables’ 
where dialogue is real and open, 
and the possibility of learning as 
much about God from a self-
confessed agnostic as from a 
Bishop is very much in evidence.  
And I think he has a point. 

There is a perception of church 
and church people as being… 
well… churchy.  ‘Holier than thou’, 
stiff, contained, and disapproving.  
Think Richard Stilgoe’s Mrs 
Beamish) or a joyless goody two 
shoes always ready to say ‘hush’ 
especially to children asking loud 
questions in the silences between 
prayers.  While in some cases this 
is truly what people encounter, it 
saddens those who are not this 
way inclined.  Worse again, I know 
all too well that there are people 
who feel they are not good enough 
to cross the threshold of a church 
when in fact the church is less than 
it should be without them – 
believers or not! 

Perhaps it all boils down to the 
image of God we hold onto - our 
images will differ somewhat and 
change and grow (hopefully) but it 
is still the image that shapes us.  
The image I hold is of a wandering 

Christ, ever ready to sit alongside 
people - whether it’s a woman at a 
well or in a synagogue, at a 
wedding or in the desert, open to all 
because he is Love incarnate.  
Genuinely interested in us, he 
laughs with us, weeps with us, 
embraces us, chases us, beckons 
us; stops to point out a wonderfully 
coloured butterfly or lies beneath a 
tree in the warm sunlight.  A 
laughing Christ who loves a 
cracking joke, a solemn Christ 
listening to and holding our hearts’ 
outpourings.  No doubt this image 
will change again as I know Him 
more – but that’s where it is now. 

I encounter a Christ who delights 
in chocolate biscuits for the 
children, and giggles at the adults 
who would perhaps like one too at 
the altar rail but can’t quite bring 
themselves to ask (oh yes folks - 
you have been spotted!)  A Christ 
who watches, deeply moved, 
former service men and women 
reverently and respectfully 
honouring the Fallen, and a Christ 
who rejoices at two doggies 
bringing rings to a wedding couple, 
delighting in the inclusion of his 
creatures at a holy moment of 
commitment and joy.  

I wonder if we tried to be a bit 
more like this we’d want to invite 
our neighbours to join us in our 
churches and they in turn might like 
to come.  This month we celebrate 
‘Back to Church’ month – if you 
haven’t been in a while why not 
come along and give us a chance 
to share with you in the love of God 
who welcomes us all, just as we 
are.  And there might even be a 
chocolate biscuit!  

Rev’d Maria Shepherdson 

View from the Rectory 

 
Kennet Valley Lottery Club 

draw winners   
£100    Number 20  Anne Rose 
£75    Number 32 Lorraine Perry 
£50    Number 4 Reg Foley 

(Some winners prefer that their names were not 
published, in which case we just state the winning 
numbers) 

If you would like to join the lottery, ring  
David Snape on 01672 861267 or email: 

davidwsnape@aol.com 
Another way to support our churches at West 

Overton, Fyfield and East Kennett  

Notice Board 
Baptism 
Coby O’Malley 19 August West Overton 
 
Funeral & Burial of Ashes 
Judith Evans   3 August East Kennett 
 
Burial of Ashes 
Gillie Swanton 2 August Fyfield 
 
Weddings 
Nathan Oakey &  17 August Avebury 
Stacey Sheffield     
 
Gillian Davies and Ian Gale will be getting mar r ied at 
Fyfield in September and we remember them in our 
prayers. 

 
Harvest Supper 
Kennet Valley Hall 

Saturday 15th September  

From 7.00p.m. 

Tickets:  

£6.50 Adults,  

£4.00 under 16’s 

Available from: 

 

Jean 01672 861423     

Mary 01672 861279 

 

Come along and enjoy a 

three course supper 

 and entertainment 

Upper Kennet Benefice 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES 
Kennet Valley C of E (VA) Primary School  

Lockeridge  
6pm-7pm  

September 6th 
October 4th  

October 18th  
Please phone Rev’d Maria on 01672 539643  

if you would like to attend.  
Young people MUST be accompanied by a responsible adult.  
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Sunday 2 September - Green 
14th Sunday after Trinity 
Song of Solomon 2:8–13 
Psalm 45:1–2, 6–9 
James 1:17–end 
Mark 7:1–8, 14–15, 21–23 
 
Sunday 9 September - Green 
15th Sunday after Trinity  
Proverbs 22:1–2, 8–9, 22–23 
Psalm 125 
James 2:1–10 (11–13) 14–17 
Mark 7:24–37 
 
Sunday 16 September - Green 
16th Sunday after Trinity 
Proverbs 1:20–33 
Psalm 19 (or 19:1–6) 
James 3:1–12 
Mark 8:27–end 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 23 September - Green 
17th Sunday after Trinity 
Proverbs 31:10–end 
Psalm 1 
James 3:13–4:3, 7–8a 
Mark 9:30–37 
 
Sunday 30 September - Green 
18th Sunday after Trinity 
Esther 7:1–6, 9–10; 9:20–22 
Psalm 124 
James 5:13–end 
Mark 9:38–end 
 
Sunday 7 October - Green 
19th Sunday after Trinity 
Job 1:1; 2:1–10 
Psalm 26 
Hebrews 1:1–4; 2:5–12 
Mark 10:2–16 

UPPER KENNET CHURCHES SERVICES 

Readings 

Upper Kennet 
Churches 

Harvest Festival 
Services 

 
East Kennett 23 September 6 pm 
 
Berwick Bassett 30 September 10.30 am 
(Benefice Communion) 
 
Avebury  30 September 4 pm 
 
West Overton 30 September 5 pm 
(Songs of Praise) 
 
Broad Hinton 7 October  9.45 am 
(Holy Communion) 
 
Winterbourne Bassett 7 October 11.15 am 
(Family Service) 
 
Winterbourne Monkton  21 October 10.30 am 
(Benefice Communion) 
 
As in previous years, our Harvest gifts of tins 
and dried foods will be given to the Trussell 

Trust who distribute 
emergency goods 

throughout Wiltshire 
 

All are very welcome!    

Home Communion 
If you are unable to come to a church service because of illness or 

disability then either the Rector or one of our Lay Pastoral Assistants 
would be happy to visit you in your home to offer communion. 

Please refer to the Who’s Who page at the back of this magazine for 
telephone numbers. 

  St Nicholas 
FYFIELD 

  

St Michael 
& 

All Angels 
WEST 

OVERTON 

Christ 
Church 
EAST 

KENNETT 

St James 
AVEBURY 

St Mary 
Magdalene 

WINTERB’RNE 
MONKTON 

St Katherine & 
St Peter 

WINTERB’RNE 
BASSETT 

St Peter ad 
Vincula 
BROAD 
HINTON 

2 September 
Trinity 14 

8.30 am 
Prayer Book 
Communion 

    10 am 
Informal 
Service 

  11.15 am 
Holy 

Communion 

9.45 am 
Holy 

Communion 
Wednesday 
5 September 

    7 pm 
Meditation 

Service 
(Taizé) 

10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 

      

9 
September 
Trinity 15 

    8 am 
Prayer 
Book 

Communion 

10 am 
Holy 

Communion 

  
  

  9.45 am 
Prayer Book 

Matins 

Wednesday 
12 

September 

     10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 

      

16 
September 
Trinity 16 

  
10.30 AM – BENEFICE SERVICE – COMMUNION – FYFIELD 

  
Wednesday 

19 
September 

    7 pm 
Meditation 

Service 
(Taizé) 

10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 

      

23 
September 
Trinity 17 

  10 am 
Holy 

Communion 

6 pm 
Harvest 
Festival 

  10.30 am 
Holy Communion 

11.15 am 
Morning Prayer 

  

  

Wednesday 
26 

September 

     10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 

      

30 
September 
Trinity 18 

10.30 AM – BENEFICE SERVICE – HARVEST COMMUNION - BERWICK BASSETT 
  

4 PM – HARVEST FESTIVAL – AVEBURY 
  

5 PM – HARVEST SONGS OF PRAISE - WEST OVERTON 
7 

October 
Trinity 19 

8.30 am 
Prayer Book 
Communion 

    10 am 
Informal 
Service 

  

  11.15 am 
Harvest 

Family Service 

9.45 am 
Harvest 

Holy 
Communion 
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COFFEE MORNING 
AND  

BRING AND BUY 
at 
 

WEST OVERTON CHURCH 
on 

SATURDAY 22 SEPTEMBER 
 

from 10 am – 12 noon 
 

Any donations of cakes and/or items for our  
Bring and Buy stall, including books, plants etc will 

be very welcome 
 
 

Please contact Anne Robinson (861169)  
for further details 

 
We look forward to seeing you! 

 
The proceeds will go towards keeping West Overton, 

East Kennett and Fyfield churches open. 

 An Informal Literary Evening 

 Relax with a glass of wine (wine and nibbles supplied) 

 Listen to a selection of readings from literature and poetry, 
interspersed with music 

 Donations to cover the cost of drinks and for the church 
maintenance generally would be appreciated on the evening 

2018 Autumn Equinox Literary Evening 
  Tuesday 25th September at 7.30pm 

Talking Tuesdays 

@ The Rectory 

Talk, Eat, Pray 

Lively debate, 

Great refreshments!  

Did you enjoy the Lent Groups? Fancy more of the 
same ?  

Then join us this autumn for ‘Talking Tuesdays’ 
 
September 11th - 'Love your enemies' - on the 

Anniversary of 9/11 Talking Tuesdays give us an 
opportunity to reflect on the great commandment in the 
face of acts of terrorism.   

October 16th - Jerusalem at the time of Jesus - delve 
deeper into the daily life, political context and religious 
affairs and understand how radical his message was then 
- as it is today.  

November 13th - War and Remembrance - using the 
writings of soldiers and theologians, reflect on war, 
sacrifice and hope, to mark 100 years since the end of the 
First World War. 

December 11th - The Road to Bethlehem - delve into the 
history, prophesy and family lineage of Jesus and learn 
more about the significance of Bethlehem, House of 
Bread, and enjoy a little Festive Cheer. 

ALL WELCOME   

Upper Kennet Churches 
St Michael and All Angels, West Overton 

 

SONGS OF PRAISE 
Sunday 30

th
 September at 5pm  

Favourite hymns  
Short readings  

Support the Trussell Trust Food Banks 
(tins and packets)  

ALL welcome  
Raise the Harvest Home!  

   A Literary 
  Evening 
 
For East Kennett Church.. 

…with Wine & Music 
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Little Angels 
Thursday 20th September 
Thursday 4th October 
Thursday 18th October 
 
Thursday 8th November 
Thursday 22nd November 
Thursday 6th December 

Churchyard Working Group 
Avebury St James 

 
Saturday 22nd September 2018 
9.30am - 12 noon 
All welcome.  
Please bring tools if you have them. 
Refreshments provided. 
Any enquiries to Lizzie Daley 01672  539277 

 

“VIEWS FROM THE KENNET 
VALLEY” 

2019 CALENDAR  
By popular demand and to help our churches at West 
Overton, Fyfield and East Kennett we are producing our third 
calendar compiled from photos of our surrounding 
countryside submitted by local residents. The spiral bound, 
wall hanging A4 calendar will be available at the end of 
September at £7.00, including envelope.   

 

ORDER FORM 

Quantity required  ____  at  £7.00  

 

PAYMENT 
Cheques payable to: 
 West Overton Church, Fyfield 
Church or  East Kennett Church. 
 Or by BACS  :  
Sort code: 30-92-63 A/C 01399919 
  
Total amount £ ________  Paid by 

cheque  Paid by BACS  

 
Please return this order to: The 
Church Office, The Garden Room,  
62 Lockeridge, Marlborough, SN8 
4EL 
 
Name:  …………………..……………… 

 
        

Address:   …...…………….…………… 
 
 

…….………………………… 
 
   

Tel no. or email:  ……..……….….……. 
 

Telephone 01672 861798 with any 
queries or for more information 

 
With grateful thanks for your 
support 

Avebury Community 
Shop 

Shop Phone Number:   
01672 539200  

 

Summer opening hours  
Monday- Saturday 9am - 5pm,   

Sundays & Bank Holidays 10am 4pm 
 

Volunteer Appeal  
Please consider volunteering at your local community 
shop as we are in need of people to help keep the shop 
open.    It is a great way of meeting people and making 
friends.   We need volunteer shop assistants, but if you don’t 
want to be in the public eye there are lots of other things you 
could do to help such as baking, helping with deliveries, 
collection of supplies and so on.   We don’t expect you to 
volunteer at the same time every week unless you want to.   If 
you can only help occasionally we would also be grateful for 
this.    Any help however small is gratefully received. 
If you think you would like to volunteer, even for an hour or 
two, just to help out, just call Lyn, Lynda or Holly at the shop 
on 01672 539200. We promise tea, biscuits and friendship. 
 
Meet the Team 
Holly Hallam is our relief manager.  She 
started to work in the shop in 2013 and was 
appointed as relief manager in 2015.    
Holly has three little girls Ophelia (5), Elodie 
(3) and Cecily (20 months). Ophelia and 
Elodie love to join Holly as mini volunteers in 
the shop from time to time, so if you see 
them, do stop and have a chat. It makes them 
feel very important!  
Holly was previously employed in retail before 
taking a working break to have children and 
still considers herself a stay at home Mum for the most part 
since her hours in the shop are fairly limited. 
Her education was heavily musical, she was a chorister at 
Wells Cathedral for many years and then did sixth form at 
Chethams School of Music in Manchester. She met her 
husband, Greg, in the National Youth Choir of Great Britain 
and whilst music these days is mostly confined to nursery 
rhymes for Holly, Greg is making a living as a self employed 
musician conducting choirs and teaching singing. 
Holly used to live in Winterbourne Monkton, but has recently 
moved to Alexandra Park near Wroughton.    
Holly’s favourite products are HFT jams and chutneys 
because they are delicious and they support a great cause. 
Holly loves meeting the huge variety of people who come into 
the shop from all parts of the world and she loves the 
community spirit of the shop. 
 
Local Deliveries 
Please don’t forget that we can deliver to you if you are 
unable to come into the shop.   Just give us a ring on the 
number at the top of this article. 
 

Michele Lomas (Chair of Avebury Community Shop) 
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Are you facing difficult issues? 
Homoeopathy is particularly useful for: aches and pains, digestive disorders, anxiety, grief, distress, hormonal 

disturbances, and much more. 
Astrological readings are particularly useful for understanding, yourself and family members, knowing when best to 

make big decisions, knowing how long a bad patch may last. 
Medical Astrology can put the two together. 
 

Registered homoeopath with over 25 years’ experience. 
Phone for an appointment in Fyfield, V Hemery 01672-861676 or email vhemery@hotmail.com 

There will be a 

WORK MORNING  
AT  

WEST OVERTON CHURCHYARD 
on 

Saturday 15
th

 September from  
10 am – 12 noon 

Strimming, cutting back and general tidying in the churchyard 
Please bring suitable tools 
Refreshments provided 

All welcome, especially strimmers! 

  

Avebury Parish Council 
Our next meeting is on 4 September at 7.30pm at 

the Social Centre in the High Street.  
 
Members of the public are very welcome. One of the 
first items on the agenda invites questions. This is your 
chance to raise issues of concern and suggest 
solutions. 
The council did not meet in August. Minutes of July’s 
parish council meeting may be found on the Avebury 
Parish Council website at https://
aveburyparishcouncil.org/?p=3212 . 
Avebury’s second defibrillator should be available from 
27 August. It will be installed in the redundant 
telephone box in Trusloe. The box was bought by APC 
from BT and has been refurbished with new paint and 
improved electrical connections. Thanks are due to a 
number of benefactors whose generosity contributed to 
APC’s support and made this project possible. 
Less welcome was reports from parishioners of 
damage to the two benches by the bridge over the 
River Kennet on the footpath connecting Church Walk 
to Bray Street. The police have been advised. The 
benches, in any case due for refurbishment in 
September, will be repaired.  
Finally: excitement mounts as 8 September 

approaches. Why? Because it’s Avebury Day! Billed 

tongue-twistingly as a “fun-filled village fete for all the 

family,” further details may be found at http://

aveburyday.org.uk/  See you there! 

Cabbage  Sunday  
23 SEPTEMBER 2018 

AVEBURY CLUB 
AT 12.30 

Cabbage Sunday auction is organised by villagers from 
Winterbourne Monkton to raise funds for local charities which this 
year are Wiltshire Air Ambulance;  Kennett Community Transport  
and the Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust which  provides advice on home 
security and keeping safe especially online for the elderly. 

The items for auction cover a wide range so there will hopefully 
be something to suit all pockets and ages.   

Your support on the day is invaluable but we also need your help 
with donations which hopefully will include garden produce; 
preserves; pickles; wines; unwanted gifts, toys/games and the ever 
popular homemade cakes. 

Donations towards the “booze hamper” would be most welcome.   
So bring the family along for a good time and help raise money 

for local charities. 
Hot Dogs and Burgers for sale with drinks available from the 

Club.   
 

Contact: Nigel Fielder 01672 539317  
or  

Steve and Thelma Fulford on 01249 812890 
with your kind donations. 

  
WE HOPE TO SEE YOU ONTHE DAY 

mailto:vhemery@hotmail.com
https://aveburyparishcouncil.org/?p=3212
https://aveburyparishcouncil.org/?p=3212
http://aveburyday.org.uk/
http://aveburyday.org.uk/
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Kennet Valley   
National Trust Association 

Annual membership costs £8 per person per annum  which 
entitles members to attend talks and to join outings, 
holidays and other social events. New members are welcome 
to join. 
 
Meetings are held  on the 3rd Monday of each month 
commencing at 7.30pm at KENNET VALLEY HALL, 
Lockeridge, SN8 4EL  and occasionally at Slade House, St 
James' Gardens, Devizes,   SN10 1EL .  
Entry charges including refreshments : Members £3.00 Non-
Members £4.00 
  
Diary of meetings  2018  
 
17 Sep                 CROP CIRCLES Andy Thomas  (Devizes) 
 
15 Oct               HISTORY OF MARLBOROUGH COLLEGE 
    Clare Russell 
 
Visits 
Rodmartin Manor 
Wednesday 12th September 2018 
  
Christchurch & Highcliffe Castle  
Tuesday 9th October 2018 
 
For further information  please see    
http://kennetvalleynta.weebly.com/    or 
email  mailto:kennetvalleynta@gmail.com 

Avebury & District W.I.  
Craft Group 

The Craft Group holds a meeting on the afternoon of the first 
Wednesday  of every month from 2 - 4pm. 
All are welcome. You do not need to be a W.I. member to 
attend. The cost is £3 per session. There are quilting courses 
and a variety of other crafts. 
Please contact Maggie Lewis on: 
01672 539607 for email durranhouse@hotmail.com 
for details. 

TUTORING/BABYSITTING 

  
Oxbridge student available for tutoring in English Language, 
English Literature, History, Spanish and French to A-Level.  

Also babysitting and childminding. 
Available from mid-June to September. 
 
Please contact: 
Imi Dobie   
   
West Overton 
01672 861882  

or 
imogen.dobie@jesus.ox.ac.uk
(this is the best form of contact 
for me during term time) 

http://kennetvalleynta.weebly.com/
mailto:kennetvalleynta@gmail.com
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.braunton-caen-primary.devon.sch.uk/devon/primary/caen/site/pages/parents/child-mindingservices&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0CBYQwW4wAGoVChMI663ck9eFyQIVw3gOCh2Hgg8C&usg=AFQjCNG7oc_BvyzBfF-4aokebSwta4Fk9w
mailto:imogen.dobie@jesus.ox.ac.uk
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National Trust News 
 
We hope you’ve had a really enjoyable summer and made the most of the wonderful weather we’ve had.  Now with 
September here and the children back at school everything starts to calm down again and the National Trust team turn 
their thoughts to autumn and (dare I say it?) Christmas. 
 
So here’s a brief update on things past and future 
An invitation 

We’d like to invite residents of Avebury along to Avebury Chapel on Thursday 18 October, between 4-6pm for a drop 
in session, a chance to meet the National Trust team members, ask any questions you may have, enjoy a slice of 
cake and hear about our plans for the future.  Please RSVP to Matthew.Claridge@nationaltrust.org.uk by Monday 15 
October.  We look forward to seeing you there. 

Sculpture Exhibition 1 Sep – 7 Oct 
The popular sculpture exhibition in Avebury Manor garden is back again this year.  
Running from 1 September until 7 October, this will feature work by 21 different 
artists showcasing over eighty sculptures.  Entry is free to residents of Avebury so 
why not pop along and have a look. 

Circles Café  
As many of you will know, we had a disaster earlier this year in the aftermath of 
the ‘Beast from the East’ which left our café in a very sorry state.  The catering 
team have had a tough few months but excelled themselves in putting together a 
whole new café full of tasty treats for our visitors in what used to be our education 
centre. 

 
We are now looking at different design options for refurbishing the damaged café, 
and are hoping to be able to share some plans in the not too distant future. 

Virtual Avebury 
We hope you had a chance to pop into the barn gallery and take part in Virtual 
Avebury.  This was a hugely successful research project created in partnership 
between Bournemouth University, Daden Limited, Satsymyph and the National Trust to investigate how virtual reality 
can enhance visitors’ experience of heritage sites. 

 
On wearing the headset you are taken into a world 4,300 years ago to a time when the henge and stone circles were 
new, the banks and ditches were at their full size and you can wander through the stone circle or even fly above to 
get a bird’s eye view.  Although it’s finished for now, keep an eye on the Avebury website as they may possibly 
return for a few sessions in September. 

Wiltshire Landscape Walking Challenge 
Following on from the hugely successful Stonehenge and Avebury Walking Challenge we’ve developed the Wiltshire 
Landscape Walking Challenge. These twelve brand new walks are longer, more challenging and encompass all of 
the sites cared for by the Wiltshire Landscape team.  In times where people are more sedentary than ever and 
children’s eyes seem to be constantly focussed on phones and tablets, these walks aim to encourage people to 
explore the outdoors more and spend their leisure time with the family.  They take you to some of the lesser known 
National Trust sites in Wiltshire such as Figsbury Ring near Salisbury, Sutton Lane Meadows near Chippenham and 
Cley Hill near Warminster.  If you’d like to take part all the details can be found at www.nationaltrust.org.uk/avebury. 

 
Finally, as usual, please do come and visit us at the Estate Office if you have a question, concern or idea – or you can 
contact us via Matt Claridge on 01672 539250 or avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk.  Don’t forget that residents have free 
entry to Avebury Manor and Garden and the Alexander Keiller Museum.  

News from the Tower 
 
Service Ringing Times: 2nd & 9th September 9.30am to 10.00am 
                                          23rd September  3.30pm t0 4pm                                                                              
Practice Nights:     Tuesdays      7.30pm to 9.00pm 
 
 We had another exciting landmark on Saturday, 21st July, 2018, when Samuel Tye 
successfully rang his first Quarter Peal. He rang the tenor behind to 4 different 
methods, with 1260 changes which lasted 40 minutes. Samuel has made 
exceptional progress to achieve this, since he only started to learn to ring in 
October, 2017. Once again, my ‘spy’ told me that it sounded lovely. Very well 
done, Samuel. I think this must be the first time, in the history of ringing at 
Avebury, that we have had two brothers ringing Quarter Peals such a short time 
after learning to ring.  
  Many thanks to Jane Ridgwell for her teaching skill, and Samuel and James for 
working so hard, you should be very proud of yourselves. 

Mary Davidge              
Belfry Correspondent.  Tel: 01672 513819 

HOME-START KENNET IS 

LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS!  

CAN YOU SPARE 2 HOURS PER WEEK? 

Home – Start Kennet helps families who are 

struggling to cope. Helping families with children 

under 5, our volunteers provide 1-1support to 

families in their own home. 

We support families facing challenges such as: 

isolation, family breakdown, post natal 

depression and multiple birth. 

Whatever the challenge, we offer non-

judgemental support. 

Interested? Please call 01672 569457; Email 

homestartkennet.a@btconnect.com or visit 

www.homestartkennet.co.uk  

mailto:Matthew.Claridge@nationaltrust.org.uk
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/avebury
mailto:avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk
mailto:homestartkennet.a@btconnect.com
http://www.homestartkennet.co.uk
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KENNET VALLEY WAR 
MEMORIALS 

 
FYFIELD, WEST OVERTON 

AND EAST KENNETT  
 

Researching the erection of our local Great War 
memorials after one hundred years is not easy: 
sources are limited and local knowledge almost 
gone. Unfortunately the Wiltshire and Swindon 
History Centre confirm that they hold no detailed 
Parish Council minutes of the period, and there 
are no early photos in their collections. However 
newspaper reports of the time can be consulted; 
also there are a few references in church records, 
and later Parish minutes. 
 
During 1919, the Marlborough Times printed articles on 
villages in the area celebrating the end of the war, and 
planning suitable memorials. Our villages were no exception: 

In July, Overton Lockeridge and Fyfield joined the Peace 
Celebrations held nationally and throughout the Empire 
on Saturday 19th (following the signing of the Versailles 
Treaty at the end of June), and held a large tea party with 
a prize band and dancing. 72 soldiers were present. Sadly 
a rainstorm meant the planned races had to be 
postponed! 

In August, concerning the Overton memorial, “ A meeting 
was held in the Lockeridge School on Monday, August 
25th, when it was decided that instead of the lych gate 
which had been proposed, a stone cross should be 
erected. The change was necessary owing to the 
prohibitive price of old oak; at least another £100 would 
have to be raised to carry out 
the original proposition. This 
was felt to be impossible. Mr 
Giffard presided over a very 
small attendance, owing no 
doubt to the inclement 
weather.” (An interesting article 
since Fyfield went on to build 
such a lych gate).  

In November, East Kennett held a 
welcome home meal at the 
Dispensary for their returning 
soldiers, and promised “they 
would place a marble tablet on 
the North wall of the church” to 
their nine fallen. 

In December, in a description of 
Lockeridge School’s Christmas 
Treat, Peace beakers were 
handed out, which “had not 
been available at the Peace 
celebrations”. 

 
By the end of 1919, many villages in 
the area had progressed their plans. 
Indeed a few memorials had already 
been designed, built and unveiled. 
The Marlborough Times faithfully 
prints full accounts of all the ceremonies, and often carries 
advertisements for local stone masons offering their services. 
No doubt our small villages were still busy fundraising, and 
possibly trying to establish an agreed list of the fallen – many 
died of their wounds, or died from the effects of gas perhaps, 
after the end of their military service.  

East Kennett appears in the Diocesan archives, where there is 
a Petition to the Faculty containing a tracing of the marble 
tablet, paperwork of the permissions needed, and also the 
cost, £27. There is no reference there to either Fyfield or 
Overton memorials. 
 
Fyfield’s lych gate was the first to be ready, and below are 
extracts from the full article in the Marlborough Times of the 
service of dedication in March 1920: 
 
Bishop Joscelyne on Thursday, at Fyfield, dedicated a lych 
gate, which has been erected at the entrance to the new burial 
ground in memory of men of Lockeridge, Fyfield and Overton 
who sacrificed their lives in the Great War. ….Parishioners 
gathered in large numbers, and it was seen many of them 
were still in mourning for those they had lost in the war… The 
impressive ceremony commenced with the singing of the 23

rd
 

Psalm, and then followed the recital by the Bishop in resonant 
voice of parts of the sacred burial rites of the Church and other 
prayers… Standing beneath the structure the Bishop 
concluded the office of dedication, the Benediction being 
followed by the sounding of the Last Post and the Reveille by 
Patrol leader Frank Peck, and the singing of the hymn “The 
Saints of God: their conflict past.”  
….In a short address [at the service following, within the 
church] the Bishop said he was sure they would like him to 
remind them that the service in which they had just taken part 
was as solemn as any service before God could be. They 
would always remember that their lych gate in memory of the 
brave lives bravely given from that place was solemnly 
dedicated to God….. “We remember them. May be they think 
of us. Let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 
looking unto Jesus.” 
After the blessing, pronounced by the Bishop, the hymn “The 
sower went forth sowing” was sung, and the service 
concluded. 
 
 
 Next came East Kennett, in May 1920: 
 

The little church of East Kennett was 
crowded on Tuesday evening last, on 
the occasion of the dedication of the 
memorial to the men of the parish who 
gave their lives in the Great War.  
…The Archdeacon dedicated it with 
these words: “I dedicate this tablet to 
the glory of God, in loving and grateful 
memory of those who gave their lives 
in the Great War.” While all were still 
standing the organist played the Dead 
March in Saul most impressively, after 
which the hymn “The son of God goes 
forth to war” was sung. 
The Archdeacon took as his text 
Wisdom, iii, 9. They had gathered 
together, he said, and filled that 
church, as he found they always did 
on those occasions, to honour their 
loved ones who had given their lives to 
win the war…. Then rang out the 
impressive notes of the “Last Post”, 
sounded by Bugler Frank Peck. The 
Archdeacon pronounced the Blessing, 
and as a concluding voluntary the 
organist played “The March of the 
Israelites” (Costa). 
…The singing during the service was 
well rendered and hearty, and the 

whole service was appropriate and impressive. 
 
Finally, Overton’s cross was dedicated in January 1921   – 
later than Fyfield because of “the difficulty of obtaining labour”. 
This was not uncommon after the War for obvious reasons. 



www.upperkennetnews.co.uk   9 

 

With impressive ceremony the memorial to the men of Fyfield, 
Lockeridge and Overton who lost their lives in the Great War 
was unveiled on Sunday afternoon last, by Col. R.M.T.Gillson, 
D.S.O., Wiltshire Regt. 
…About 140 men went from the parish to serve their King and 
country, and it is a proud record that of these twenty-four 
[actually 23 on the memorials] should have made the supreme 
sacrifice. Another memorial, a lych-gate, erected at the church 
at Fyfield was unveiled in March last. The reason for the delay 
in the erection of the cross at Overton has been the difficulty of 
obtaining labour. …The Parish Church at Overton was 
crowded with relatives and friends of the fallen men, and the 
parishioners....The service began with a verse of the National 
Anthem, after which the Vicar (the Rev.T.G. Morres) read the 
sentences from the Burial Office.  
….Col Gillson then gave an address. That day, he said, was 
the day on which they were going to unveil the cross in 
memory of the men of the three villages of Overton, 
Lockeridge and Fyfield, who laid down their lives for all that 
people held most dear, for King and country, liberty, and for 
wives and families. “I believe that these memorials which are 
being erected everywhere in our villages and towns will be 
invaluable in the years to come, to remind us, not only of those 
who died, but that men and women proved themselves willing 
to sacrifice all at the call of duty when their country was 
passing through the greatest crisis she had ever gone 
through”. 
 
 The dedication services – which you can read more fully in 
the UKN online, and will be placed in the churches later this 
year - are similar in approach, but have their own stamp upon 
them. They reflect the very real feeling of a funeral – which the 
families of the fallen had been denied, given the policy of all 
soldiers, officers and men, being buried together in cemeteries 
where they fell. Some families had been waiting a very long 
time to mourn their loved ones with the healing ritual of a 
church service. 
 
We do not know why Fyfield and West Overton should each 
have a memorial bearing the same combined Parish names 
engraved upon them. And how did little Fyfield afford the lych 
gate which Overton could not? Could it have been the gift of 
Henry Giffard of Lockeridge House (who lost three sons and a 
Maurice son-in-law in the War)? He worshipped at Fyfield 
church.  
 
Both these memorials were designed by Charles Ponting, the 
architect, who by that time lived in Dorset but had started his 
career in Lockeridge, rebuilding Overton church and building 
the school, the Who’d’a Thought It pub, and many cottages 
and houses. He moved to Marlborough and built the Town Hall 
among other works there. He also designed the Marlborough 
Town memorial. He was the Diocesan Surveyor for the South 
West. 
 
Thereafter, Armistice Day/Remembrance Sunday services 
were held at both memorials. In the PCC Minute Book, it is 
recorded  in October 1921 that – “the vicar read a letter from 
the Archdeacon acting for the Bishop designate suggesting 
that Armistice Day should be kept on the first Sunday in 
November. A special service was held on 6th November at 
3pm at Overton.” 
And again in October 1923 it was agreed  – “that a short 
service should be held on Armistice Day at 10.55 at the 
Memorial Cross, followed by Matins in Church and the names 
on the Roll of Honour being read out also at Evensong at 
Fyfield.” 
Sir Sydney Giffard, grandson of Henry Giffard, remembers the 
annual processions of ex-servicemen, scouts, guides and 
parishioners marching from Lockeridge to West Overton 
church and its memorial cross for the 11 o’clock service, and 
says that a similar service would be held in Fyfield at 
Evensong. All 23 names of the fallen would be read out at 
each location. 

Now, in the twenty first century, the Remembrance Sunday 
Service tradition continues in all three village churches, as all 
over the nation, in much the same format. Copies of 2017 
Service sheets are archived in the Merchant’s House, 
Marlborough, with this article. They show the same Act of 
Remembrance round the memorial:  reading out the names of 
the fallen, reciting the words “They shall not grow old…”, and 
the two minutes silence (West Overton still has a bugler to 
sound the Last Post and Reveille). The Commitment to Peace 
follows, and finally the National Anthem. There are no longer 
processions, or attendance by scouts and guides whose local 
troops are long gone, but the essence of Remembrance 
remains. 
 
 A few references to maintenance of the West Overton 
memorial are recorded in the PCC Minute Book:  in May 1922  
-   “It was suggested that something should be done to the 
ground round the War Memorial to give it a more finished 
appearance; but no satisfactory decision was arrived at.” A 
year later – “that the Secretary should be asked to make 
enquiries as to whether the lettering on the Overton War 
Memorial could be improved upon. Also that two flower beds 
should be cut on each side of the Memorial – Mr Swanton 
undertook to see to the making of the beds and the Secretary 
for the flowers required for them.” 
In January 1925  – “Hillier’s estimate agreed for colouring the 
letters, dressing the whole stone with preservative – and 
correcting in three places.” And in September 1925  – “War 
Memorial under repair.” 
 
Finally, in the Parish Annual Minute Book, West Overton, we 
have references to WW2: in March 1948 it was agreed to add 
the names of the 1939-45 fallen to the existing memorials in 
Fyfield and Overton at a cost of £30, “to be raised by house-to
-house collection.” In March 1949 it is recorded that the names 
were “now inscribed on the War Memorials at Overton and 
Fyfield churches”. 
 
 
In 2014, John Hutchins and Geoffrey Gibson-Piggott 
researched the names of the WW1 fallen throughout the 
Upper Kennet Benefice and published a booklet, now kept 
in the churches. 
 
In February, 2018, West Overton’s memorial cross was 
listed grade 2, and the PCC are now planning some basic 
cleaning of it, and together with the PC organising a full 
restoration of Fyfield’s lych gate. 
 
To commemorate 100 years since the ending of WW1, still 
known as the Great War, it is planned to plant a copse of 
trees at the bottom of the Recreation Field, Kennet Valley 
Hall, followed by a tea party for the whole community, on 
November 11th 2018. 
 
                      WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 
 
                                                                                                                      
Mary Spender 
Lockeridge, 2018 
 
Sources 
 
Wiltshire and Swindon History Centre: 
        Marlborough Times on microfiche (also held in 
Marlborough Town Library) – 1919/20/21  
        PCC Minute Book – ref 1079/85 
        Diocesan archives – ref D1/61/59/42 
        Parish Annual Minute Book, West Overton 
 
All research notes and the full transcripts of the Dedication 
Services will be placed in the Fyfield, Lockeridge and West 
Overton village archive, kindly held by the Merchant’s House. 
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CELEBRATING THE 
RESTORATION OF THE ORGAN 
IN ST MARY’S GREAT BEDWYN. 

The restoration of the organ in St Mary’s Church is now complete 
and the instrument now sounds as good as it did when it was built by 
the famous English organ builder J.W. Walker 130 years ago. It is 
graded Grade 2 star as of outstanding historical and musical value.  
After the splendid work of Griffiths Co. Organ Builders it should be 
good for at least another century. 

The restoration is being celebrated in various ways. There is a 24 
page COLOUR BOOKLET which is full of colour photos of the various 
parts of the organ mechanism before and after restoration. Readers 
will be interested to see how traditional and authentic materials have 
been used…..wood, leather, mainly. Each of the 600 pipes has been 
checked, cleaned and tuned. 

There will be a celebratory recital at St Mary’s 7.30 pm on Friday 
September 14th. The organist will be HUW WILLIAMS, ORGANIST OF 
BATH ABBEY, AND FORMERLY ORGANIST OF ST PAUL’S 
CATHEDRAL. Huw’s daughter EMMA will play the BASSOON, and 
SING to her father’s accompaniment. Copies of the BOOKLET will be 
available at this concert which is being hosted by BEDWYN MUSIC 
SOCIETY. EVERYONE WELCOME. TICKETS AT THE DOOR, £10, 
(UNDER 18s FREE). 

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY. On May 15th 2019, JEFFREY 
WILLIAMS, EX ORGANIST OF ROMSEY ABBEY where the St Mary’s 
organ came from in 1888, will  give a talk to Bedwyn History Society 
and guests about the importance of preserving the country’s precious 
heritage of historic pipe organs. He will talk about the restoration of St 
Mary’s organ, and demonstrate its versatility by playing a variety of 
music. 

The work has been mainly financed by the HERITAGE LOTTERY 
FUND. We are more than grateful for their generous support both of 
the restoration itself and of the various celebratory events. But let’s not 
forget that we would not have qualified for the HLF grant if it were not 
for the generosity of the local community….local people contributed 
more than £14,000, a magnificent sum. 

Andrew Hutchison 

Avebury Players 
Pantomime 12

th
-14

th
 

December 2018   Dick 
Whittington 

This year we have decided to 
have our pantomime in 
December.   The performances 
will be on Wednesday 12

th
, 

Thursday 13
th
 and Friday 14

th
 

December. 
If you would like to be part of 
the fun, there will be a meeting 
on Tuesday11th September at 
7pm at Avebury Social Centre 
for anyone who wants to be 

involved.    We are  not just looking for actors; if you 
are interested in helping with costumes, props, 
artwork, music, lighting, organising or helping with 
refreshments please come along to the 
meeting.    You will get a chance to learn about next 
year’s show, which is going to be Dick Whittington, 
and read through of some of the scenes.  If you would 
like to be involved, but can’t come on that date please 
contact Mike Polack or Michèle Lomas. 

Do you have 
some time to 

spare to 
support local older people?   
There are more than 135,000 people over the age of 65 living in 
Swindon & Wiltshire:  

46% of them have long term health issues  
More than 20,000 are unpaid carers supporting loved ones 
Only 24% claim pension credits. £3.5bn goes unclaimed 

yearly 
Around 12,000 older people directly experience loneliness 

and isolation every day in Wiltshire 
Age UK Wiltshire is the counties leading organisation for 
older people, working in communities stretching from Salisbury to 
Swindon & in-between.  We offer services to meet their needs, 
whilst advocating for their rights.  We can provide life changing 
support to older people, with the most vulnerable & disadvantaged 
our priority but as demand for our services grows we need more 
people to offer their time to help us continue to provide this 
support.   
Did you know that all our front-line services are delivered by 
volunteers?  These are people of all ages and backgrounds who 
provide essential and invaluable support to the older people in our 
communities. Their skills are as wide and varied as the volunteer 
roles we have to offer.  
Are you a ‘people person’ and enjoy that face to face contact or 
like helping behind the scenes. Have you recently retired or are 
working part time? Perhaps you are between jobs or looking for 
experience in the charity sector. No matter how much or how little 
time you have available, we will do our best to match your skills 
and experience with a role that you will find worthwhile.  
Our current volunteering roles in your local area are:  
Community Support Volunteer Visitors – visiting socially 
isolated older people at home with the aim of helping them 
reconnect with their community and develop new friendships.  We 
urgently need volunteers in the Marlborough area to undertake this 
role, car drivers preferred.    
Community based Advice Volunteers – visiting people at home 
to provide advice on benefits or to help them fill in forms.   
We’re also looking for knitters and crocheters who can help us knit 
or crochet little woolly hats for The Big Knit 218 campaign. 
More information about all our roles can be found on our website 
www.ageukwiltshire.org.uk or by calling our office on 01380 
727767 or emailing us at volunteering@ageukwiltshire.org.uk  
Whatever your reason for volunteering, we’d be delighted to hear 
from you.   

http://www.ageukwiltshire.org.uk
mailto:volunteering@ageukwiltshire.org.uk
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EARTHWISE  
GARDEN DESIGN LTD. 
ANYA HOPE MEDLIN 

(MA Cantab) 
Qualified and experienced 
horticulturalist and garden designer 

offers an individual and personal 

service. 
* Complete design and build service 
* Planting plans for complete gardens or single borders 
* Restoration of neglected gardens 
* Consultation and plant sourcing 
* Wild gardens/personalised retreats 
 
 Tel/Fax 01672 861462   Mobile 07970 590674 
e-mail:-  anya.earthwise@googlemail.com 

MOONS 
OVENCLEANING 

  Local – Professional - Affordable 
 

Let us do the dirty work with tender loving care of your oven, 
hob, range, Aga, microwave or extractor 
using our eco-friendly and non-caustic system 

Call now on 01672 556404  
or 07723 048436 

www.moonsovencleaning.co.uk 
The same Father/Son run business established 

 in 2003 but with a new name 

 Brickwork, Ceramic Tiling, Painting and 
Decorating, Garden Fencing and General 
Maintenance. 
 

With 30+ years of experience, there isn't much I haven't come 
across, so for a free quotation or simply to 'Pick my 
brain!'     Contact me:- 

5 Southfield,  

West Overton,  

Wilts, SN8 4HE 

Phone: 01672 861438 

Mobile: 07732989650 

E-mail: brianwattsbuilds@gmail.com 

Brian Watts 

K. A. Callaway. 
Great Bedwyn 

WOODSTOVES &  
CHIMNEY LININGS 

Woodstoves: many makes, new and second hand 
discounted. 

Flue lining: Stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed TV flue camera 
for internal chimney inspection.  
Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection. 
FREE site visit and advice recommended 

Tel: 01672 870619 Mobile: 0860 722646 

K. A. Gallaway - Great Bedwyn
WOODSTOVES & CHIMNEY LININGS

Woodstoves: many makes, new & second hand discounted.

Flue lining: stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed TV flue camera

for internal chimney inspection. Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection.

FREE site visit and advice recommended

TEL: 01672 870 619 MOBILE 0860 722 646

W    S        

H E A T I N G  E N G I N E E R S 
SERVICING    INSTALLATION   MAINTAINANCE 

1 Glenmore Business Centre. 

Hopton Park 

London Rd. Devizes 

SN10 2EQ 

Tel:  01380 726284 

Fax: 01380 726297 

SWIFT Services Ltd 

Pheasants Cottage 
Bed and Breakfast 
 
Linda Seeley 
 
31, Lower Fyfield 
Marlborough, Wilts. SN8 1PY 
 
Tel: 01672 861680 and 07518 281872 
enquiries@pheasantscottage.com 
www.pheasantscottage.com 

 

A wealth of expertise on your doorstep 

Jensen Wealth Management 

Mob: 07570 128 200 

Email: christopher.jensen@sjpp.co.uk 

www.jensenwealth.co.uk 

We provide a comprehensive wealth management 
service, offering specialist face-to-face advice 
tailored to you. Our services include: 
• Investment Planning 
• Inheritance Tax Planning 
• Retirement Planning 
• Intergenerational Planning 
For further details please contact: 

 S. White 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
ARBORICULTURE SERVICES 

All aspects of tree work undertaken 
Hedge cutting/reductions 

Stump grinding 
Planting 

Logs and Wood Chip available 
Simon-white22@hotmail.com      Fully qualified and insured 

Tel: 01672 861566 
Mob: 07917 353314 
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S. O. Chimney  
   Sweeping 

Camera Survey  
Birds Nests Removed 
Fully Insured 
ICS Registered 
Friendly Local Service 
Cowls Fitted 

 
Call Sean on 07881 206536 
seanoades@hotmail.com 
www.so-chimney-sweeping.co.uk 

 

 
Katherine Butler 

BSc (Hons) ARCS MMCA LRCC 
  

McTimoney Chiropractor 

    Back, neck and shoulder pain 

    Inability to relax 

    Joint pain including hip and knee pain from osteoarthritis 

    General aches and pains including those of joints, muscle spasms and cramp 

    Headaches arising from the neck 

    Prevention of migraine 

    Sporting aches and pains 

You may benefit from Chiropractic treatment if you suffer from: 

www.thegranaryclinic.co.uk Tel: 07833250208 
  

The Granary Clinic, Manor Farm, Avebury Trusloe, Marlborough, SN8 1QY 

 

Domestic Installations &  
Maintenance. 
Rewires, New builds , Extensions. 
Electric Showers , Cookers . 
Electric Heating. 
Consumer unit / fuse box upgrades. 
New Sockets & Telephone Points. 
Internal / External Lighting. Cctv &I 
Alarm Systems. Fault finding & 
Correction. 
Public liability insurance  
for £2 million 

 

Over 30 
Years 

experience 

M.Hutton Electrical 
Napit Part P Registered 

Electrician 

Tel : 07974433456 
Email ; 
M.Huttonelectrical@gmail.com 

 

SHEPPARD DECORATORS 
WE CONSIDER PROJECTS OF ALL SIZES 

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR. 

CALL DARREN FOR A FRIENDLY QUOTE. 
 Call: 07917 818145  

WWW.SHEPPARD-DECORATORS.CO.UK 

Sheppard Decorators 

Karen's Infinite Health  
Nutrition, 
Kinesiology & 
EFT Tapping 
Don't put up with those 
nagging health issues, 
work with Karen to find 
the root cause and become 
a healthier more balanced 
you!  
 
Using muscle testing, Karen will uncover the 
answers to your health woes and rebalance your 
body using; 
- Stress release techniques with flower remedies   
- EFT Tapping 
- Food Testing 
- Nutrition 
- Energy Balancing and more! 
Karen's now running a new Clinic in Avebury, first 
10 people to book appointments will get a 10% 
discount! 
To book call Karen: 07762054818  
info@karenskinesiology.co.uk 
www.karenskinesiology.co.uk 

 
Reflexology • Aromatherapy • Massage 

 

Tamara Turchet Holistics 

t: 07554 246877 

e: tamara@ttholistics.co.uk 

www.ttholistics.co.uk 

mailto:seanoades@hotmail.com
http://www.thegranaryclinic.co.uk
mailto:info@karenskinesiology.co.uk
http://www.karenskinesiology.co.uk
mailto:tamara@ttholistics.co.uk
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New Memorials and Restora-
tions 

All types of memorials 
Handcrafted to a high standard in our 

own workshops at 
Pelham Court, London Road 

Marlborough 

**FREE Quotes Given** 

Telephone: (01672) 516797 
martin@mjsly.co.uk 

For a free memorial brochure 

M J Sly 
Monumental 

Sculptor 

Carpet and  Natural 
Stone FloorCleaning 

Ricky Flint 
Est. 1997 

Friendly local service 
Professional work  
at sensible prices. 

 
  Call for no obligation quote      

Mobile: 07799 215837 
Great Bedwyn 01672 871414 

 

 
 
 

(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd 
 

SPECIALISTS IN  
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING SYSTEMS 

 

Servicing & repairs / Installation 
Landlord’s Certificates / Gas Safety Records 

 
Tel: (01793) 536871 

Email: general@austinheat.com 
Website: www.austinheat.com 

 
Trading since 1972 

Est. 1991 

D. W. Oliver Tree Services Ltd 
B.Sc.A.I.W.Sc. 
TREE PRUNING  
LANDSCAPING 
WOODCHIPPING  
TREE FELLING 
FORESTRY CONTRACTING  
FENCING 

Tel 01672 861310 
Mobile 07976 644706 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 
£5M INSURANCE 

Tree Surgery works carried out by qualified staff  

E-mail: info@dwoliver.com 

ON CALL DAY & NIGHT 
01672 512444 OR 810727 
Wagon Yard London Road 
Marlborough Wiltshire  

SN8 1LH 

GETT 
Landscaping 

 
Patios, Decking, 

Driveways  
Fencing, Turfing, 

Seeding, Hedgecutting. 
All types of groundwork 

Contact: Tim Smith  
Mob: 07811 142390 

 
Also available Machine Hire and 
Driver Incl: 
Mini Digger  Skid Steer 
Telescopic Handler  
Tractor & Implements 
 
Fully insured.   Phone for a free quote 

WELDING     BREAKDOWN 

M.O.T.S.  SERVICING  

CHALKY'S 
WORKSHOP 

Hillside Farm, Rhyles Lane, 
Lockeridge, 

TEL:  01672 861123 

 

I hold regular surgeries around the constituency 

- please call or email to book and appointment 

mailto:martin@mjsly.co.uk
mailto:general@austinheat.com
http://www.austinheat.com
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WHO’S WHO in the Upper Kennet Churches  
RECTOR - REV’D MARIA SHEPHERDSON  01672 539643 
 The Rectory, 27 High Street, Avebury, SN8 1RF  
 email     revmariashepherdson@outlook.com               
If you require a priest in an emergency and are unable to contact Rev’d Maria please  
telephone one of the churchwardens. 
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS 
 Mrs Claire Stiles  01793 731620 c.j.stiles@hotmail. co.uk 
 Mr Graham Kitchen   01672 861349 graham@grahamkitchen.com> 
BENEFICE OFFICE:  Anne Robinson (Mon-Thurs, 10am-1pm)  
 Tel:  01672 861786 e-mail:  office@upkennet.eclipse.co.uk 
 Website:  www.upperkennetchurches.org.uk 
 Address:  The Garden Room, 62 Lockeridge, SN8 4EL 
CHURCHWARDENS    

AVEBURY   Mrs Maureen Dixon  01672 539690 
    Mrs Sandra Hues   01672 539444    shues01@hotmail.com 
    Mrs Helen Vickers   01672 539482    brian.helen.vickers@googlemail.com 
EAST KENNETT  Mr Graham Kitchen   01672 861349 graham@grahamkitchen.com 
    Mrs Jo Snape   01672 861267  Josiesnape@aol.com 
WEST OVERTON  Mrs Susan Rogers   01672 861374 sjrogers44@gmail.com 
FYFIELD  Ms Vicky Evans   01672 861622 vickyevans1@btinternet.com 
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Ms Penny Gold  01672 539158 goldpennygold@aol.com 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Mrs Glynis Long   01793 731398  glynislong@btopenworld.com 
    Mr Peter Barry    01793 731589    peter17.barry@gmail.com 
BROAD HINTON  Miss Sally Cartwright  01793 731050 sally.cartwright@broadhinton.org.uk 
    Mrs Gill Crabtree   07774 424125    gill.crabtree1@gmail.com 
    Mr Robert Fitzpatrick  01793 739156    rft.fitzp@gmail.com 

Benefice Council Lay Chairman  Mr Mark Wightman 01793 731452  wightman1944@btinternet.com 
 
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL SECRETARIES 

AVEBURY    Mr David Davidge   01672 513819 mail@dwdmar.plus.com 
EAST KENNETT, FYFIELD 
& WEST OVERTON  Mrs Lynne Williams 01672 861511 lynne.williams55@gmail.com  
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Mr Bill Buxton 01672 539199 bill.buxton@btinternet.com 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Mr Martin Knight 01793 731764 martin@vintry.co.uk    
BROAD HINTON   Mrs Marjorie Sykes 01793 731471 marjorie.sykes@btinternet.com 

 
MAGAZINES  
UPPER KENNET NEWS in Fyfield, West Overton, East & West Kennett, Beckhampton, Avebury Trusloe, 
Avebury, Winterbourne Monkton & Berwick Bassett: 
Editor  David Throup, Longmynd, Lockeridge SN8 4ED  01672 861279  davidthroup@aol.com 
Please send all copy including advertising and payment to David Throup. 
Final copy date 20

th
 of each month. 

 
LOCAL NEWS in Uffcott, Broad Hinton & Winterbourne Bassett: 
Editor  Dawn May        01793 739130 3villageslocalnews@gmail.com 
Final copy date 20

th
 of each month. 

  What’s On at AVEBURY SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB 
Monday Yoga Classes, Thursday Darts and Friday Skittles League Nights 

see Club website for fixtures  www.Avebury-Club.co.uk 
Unless stated all activities start at approx. 8.30 pm  

 

 

Avebury Club is available to hire, contact Alan Blake – Club Secretary on   07860 112455 or email at AveburyClub@aol.com  or alternatively call 
Avebury Club (when open) on 01672 539258 or visit Avebury Club website to check availability. www.avebury-club.co.uk   
ALL ENQUIRIES AND BOOKINGS ARE TO BE AGREED AND FINALISED WITH THE CLUB’S SECRETARY ONLY.  

 
Saturday 1st – Pot Luck Pairs Skittles 
Saturday 8th – AVEBURY DAY from Midday to 9pm 
Saturday 15th – In House Darts 
Saturday 22nd – Bingo 
Sunday 23rd – Cabbage Sunday – 12.30pm start 
Saturday 29th – Booked for Private Event 

Every Sunday Eyes down 8.00pm - ££ Cash prizes 
 
Notable Dates for your Diary 
Saturday 17th November – Auction of Promises 
Saturday 8th December – Children’s Christmas Party 

 
BINGO - Every Sunday Eyes down 8.00pm - ££ Cash prizes 
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Advertisers Index 
 

Company Telephone 
Armishaws Removals 01963 34065 

Austin Heating 01793 536871 

Avebury Club 01672 539258 

Brian Watts 01672 861438 

Carpet Clean 01672 871414 

Chalky's Workshop  01672 861123 

Claire Perry MP 01380 729358 

David Oliver Tree Services 01672 861310 

Diane MacKinder 01672 512444 

Earthwise Garden Design 01672 861462 

Gett Landscaping 07811 142390 

Granary Clinic 07833 250208 

Home Inspirations 01380 728644 

Jensen Wealth Management 07570 128200 

K A Callaway. Woodstoves and chimneys  01672 870619 

Karen’s Infinite Health 07762 054818 

Mack’s Handyman Services 07788 255969  

Massage 2 Health 07789 529884 

M. Hutton. Electrical Installation and repairs 07974 433456 

M J Sly. Monumental Mason 01672 516797 

Moon’s Ovencleaning 01672 556404   

Pheasants Cottage B&B 01672 861680  

Sarsen Kennels 01672 861288 

Sean Oades Chimney Sweep 07881 206536 

Sheppard Decorators 01380 501898  

Simon White - Garden and arborcultural 01672 861566 

W.S. Swift 01380 726284 

White Horse Opera will be 
performing Mozart's   

Magic Flute  
at Lavington School  

10th, 12th & 13th October at 7.30pm 
 
Join intrepid but naïve Prince Tamino and 
his reluctant fellow-traveller the bird-catcher 
Papageno in their bizarre quest to find their 
true loves, whilst having to deal with the 
majestic but unapproachable Queen of the  
Night and with the mysterious Sarastro.     
Fully staged, sung in English with orchestra. 
 
Tickets £15 & £10 from Devizes Books 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/whitehorseopera 

Kennet Valley Hall 
Autumn Film Season  

 

Doors open 7-00pm 
Licensed Bar and soft drinks 
Performance starts 7-30pm 

 

October 14 
The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel 
Pie Society 
In the aftermath of World War II, a writer forms 
an unexpected bond with the residents of 
Guernsey Island when she decides to write a 
book about their experiences during the war.  
 

November 18  
Whitney 
An in-depth look at the life and music 
of Whitney Houston  
 

December 9 
The Mercy 
The incredible story of amateur sailor Donald 
Crowhurst and his solo attempt to 
circumnavigate the globe. The struggles he 
confronted on the journey while his family 
awaited his return is one of the most enduring 
mysteries of recent times.  
 

Details are on our website at: 
kvh.org.uk/movies 
To reserve tickets email: 
movies@kvh.org.uk 
collect and pay at the door 

 
what better way to spend a autumn 

Sunday evening? 

FYFIELD, WEST OVERTON, 
LOCKERIDGE AND EAST 

KENNETT VILLAGE EVENT  
 

NOVEMBER 11th 2018 
 
Please put Sunday November 11th in your diaries NOW! 
We are organising a tree planting event at the Kennet 

Valley Hall, as a living memorial to the WW1 fallen of our 
villages, one hundred years after the Armistice of 11/11/1918, 
to show that "we will remember". 

The Parish Council, the Church and the School are all busy 
planning - for the tree planting itself, a short ceremony of 
dedication, and then a grand tea, where our schoolchildren will 
be singing some World War One favourites. More details next 
month. 

Meantime please read the article in the centre of this 

edition, which gives the background to the setting up of our war 

memorial Cross at West Overton, the Lychgate at Fyfield, and 

the plaque in the church in East Kennett. 

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whitehorseopera
x-apple-data-detectors://1
x-apple-data-detectors://2

