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UPPER KENNET NEWS 
 

September 2026 

Can you give yourself  

25 minutes a fortnight? 
Just to relax, turn off, and forget the trials and stresses 

of life, and everyday pressures, and to enjoy a time of 

peace, calm and silent reflection. 

Every fortnight on a Wednesday evening at East 

Kennett Church from 6.00 to 6.25pm we hold a Taize 

meditation service: a chance to just sit quietly and relax 

and enjoy the silence and the peace by candlelight, with a 

background of occasional singing - often accompanied by 

guitar playing, plus a few words of wisdom and brief 

prayers – but mainly peace and calm. 

No complicated service to follow, just peace and 

relaxation. 

Put these dates in your diary and drop in to join us when 

you feel like it: 

Wednesday  2nd Sept., Wednesday  16th Sept 

& Wednesday  30th Sept. 

We look forward to seeing you. 

Graham Kitchen, Jo Snape and Lindie White  

Forgive me if I start my letter talking 

once more about The Odyssey.  That 

famous great poem by Homer that is 

recognised as “one of the most 

significant works of the Western canon” 

and that Christopher Nolan made a big 

movie about that many people have 

been discussing over the summer.  Hats 

off to Nolan for getting everyone 

interested in Homer!  However, I’m 

sorry folks but cinematic wizardry by 

itself doesn’t do it for me and I felt he 

flattened the characters so much that I 

had no emotional connection with any 

of them and the rich and profound 

stories within the story became 

meaningless and lifeless vignettes.  

Though I do recognise I can be a harsh 

critic if art and literature doesn’t seem to 

fulfil its raison d’étre. 

But it is the movie’s opening that I 

want to use as a jumping off point for 

my letter this month.  It starts with an 

opening piece of script that says: “A 

time of apparent magic” 

This sets the scene for what is to 

follow.  Which is godless. The gods and 

goddesses simply don’t feature (apart 

from a bland, inconsequential Athena 

figure) and Odysseus too, is robbed of 

his human guile, his trickery, and his 

complexity. 

With its “A time of apparent magic” 

the movie begins by sucking the 

enchantment out of itself. 

My friends, even today, I can assure 

you that we DO in fact live in a very 

magical world.  Our whole world is 

enchanted.  It is full of beings: plants 

and animals and living landscapes, as 

well as things we perceive only in the 

corner of our vision. And to top it all, 

the whole of creation is suffused with 

the dynamic spirit of God.  

I wonder what Nolan would do with 

the Christian story?  If you take the 

depth and the poetry and the underlying 

divine message out of that, that too 

would be rather boring. The playwright 

Dennis Potter did this many years ago 

with his play Son of Man, with a Jesus 

who was a rather humourless, ordinary 

bloke and it was indeed a tedious watch. 

If you don’t recognise in the Gospels 

something beyond the physical that 

animates everything and is a golden 

thread of divine metanarrative, the story 

becomes pointless as we are, quite 

literally, missing the point 

Jesus, like the real character 

Odysseus, was a trickster figure.  He 

had such an understanding of things that 

he tricked evil and death itself into 

thinking it had destroyed him.  

Outwardly the world conspired against 

him and thought it had mercilessly 

killed him off, by flaying his skin and 

pinning his remains to a cross to be 

displayed and humiliated.  But because 

he knew his story to be a greater 

narrative beyond that, God’s narrative, 

the transformative cosmic story 

overwhelmed the lesser one and a whole 

new opportunity was opened up for 

humanity. We too can now participate in 

God’s greater story.  If that’s not 

magical I don’t know what is. 

If Nolan is right and Homer’s world is 

a time of “apparent magic” I can at least 

assure you,  that since the life, death and 

resurrection of Christ, the world is more 

magical than ever.  

Every blessing 

Jonathan – the Rector 

Kennet Valley Lottery Club 
draw winners 

 

(Some winners prefer that their names are not published, in 

which case we just state the winning number) 

£100 Number    10  Pat Cutforth 

  £75 Number    34  Janet Rayment 

  £50 Number    50  Paul Clements 
                 

If you would like to join the lottery, please pick up an 

application form from any church, or ring  

Jo Snape on 01672 861267 or  

email josiesnape@aol.com 

Another way to support our churches at West 
Overton, Fyfield and East Kennett  

Notice Board 
Wedding 

Sarah Claire Brice & Michael Robert Libbiter   

    Avebury 3 August 

Burial of Ashes 

Mark Hugh Wightman  Broad Hinton 2 August 

Rothes Elizabeth Ann Currie West Overton 15 August 

Giles Edward Currie  West Overton 15 August 

100 Club 
Draw Results July 

(some winners prefer that their names are not published 

If you would like to join the lottery email: 

marksaunders888@gmail.com  

Your way to help support the churches of Winterbourne 

Monkton and Berwick Bassett 

Lottery is licensed by Wiltshire Council 

West Kennett Upper Kennet News  

delivery person needed! 
Would any kind person be prepared to deliver the Upper Kennet 

News in West Kennett, please?  The number of dwellings is 15.  If 

you are able to help please let the Church Office know on 01672 

861786 or e-mail upperkennetchurches@gmail.com  

Rector’s Letter 

Published by the Upper 
Kennet Parochial Church 
Council  

1st £56.00 47 Barbara Fawcett 
2nd £42.00 78 Alex Mellor 

3rd £28.00 9 Mark Saunders 

4th £14.00 24 Sonia Buxton 

mailto:upperkennetchurches@gmail.com
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UPPER KENNET CHURCHES SERVICES 

Sunday 6 September – Green 

Trinity 14 

Exodus 12.1-14 

Psalm 149 

Romans 13.8-end 

Matthew 18.15-20 

 

Sunday 13 September – Green 

Trinity 15 

Exodus 14.19-end 

Psalm 114 

Romans 14.1-12 

Matthew 18.21-35 

 

Sunday 20 September – Green 

Trinity 16 

Exodus 16.2-15 

Psalm 105.1-6, 37-end 

[or 105.37-end] 

Philippians 1.21-end 

Matthew 20.1-16 

Sunday 27 September – Green 

Trinity 17 

Exodus 17.1-7 

Psalm 78.1-4, 12-16 

[or 78.1-7] 

Philippians 2.1-13 

Matthew 21.23-32 

 

Sunday 4 October – Green 

Trinity 18 

Exodus 20.1-4, 7-9, 12-20 

Psalm 19 [or 19.7-end] 

Philippians 3.4b-14 

Matthew 21.33-end 

Readings 

  
  

St Nicholas 
FYFIELD 

  

St Michael & 
All Angels 

WEST 

OVERTON 

Christ 

Church 
EAST 

KENNETT 

St James 
AVEBURY 

St Mary Magdalene 
WINTERBOURNE 

MONKTON 

St Katherine & 
St Peter 

WINTERBOURNE 
BASSETT 

St Peter ad 

Vincula 
BROAD 

HINTON 

Wednesday 
2 Sept 

  

    6 pm 
Meditation 

Service 

(Taizé) 

10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 
Service 

      

6 Sept 
Trinity 14 

8.30 am 
Holy 

Communion 
  

      
  

  
  

10.30 am 
Morning Service 

  

10 am 
Parish 

Communion 

Wednesday 
9 Sept 

  

      10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 
Service 

      

13 Sept 
Trinity 15 

  10 am 
Harvest 

Festival 
  

4pm 
Muddy 

Church Pet 

Service 
  

10 am 
Parish 

Communion 

      

Wednesday 
16 Sept 

  

    6 pm 
Meditation 

Service 

(Taizé) 

10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 
Service 

      

20 Sept 
Trinity 16 

    8 am 
Morning 

Communion 

Service 

4 pm 
Harvest 

Festival 
  

10 am 
Parish Communion 

 10 am 
Morning 

Prayer 
  

Wednesday 
23 Sept 

  

      10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 
Service 

      

27 Sept 
Trinity 17 

  10 am 
Parish 

Communion 

6 pm 
Harvest 

Festival 
  

        

Wednesday 
30 Sept 

  

    6 pm 
Meditation 

Service 

(Taizé) 

10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 
Service 
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Morning Prayer  

8.30-9am daily 
Join us by zoom for half an hour to start the day in an 

atmosphere of quiet prayer and reflection with others, 

from the comfort of your own armchair. We are a 

small group who value this wonderful opportunity to gather ourselves 

for the day, to focus on what lies ahead and to enjoy silence together. 

For more details, the service sheet and the zoom link, contact: 

Sibella Laing:  01672 861600 or sibella.laing@outlook.com 

Upper Kennet Churches  

Home Visits & Home Communion 
Please contact the Church Office if you would like 

one of our Pastoral Team to come and visit you or if 

you cannot get to church and would like Home 

Communion.  

Telephone:   01672 861786     

e-mail:  upperkennetchurches@gmail.com 

Upper Kennet Churches 

Harvest 

Festival 

Services 
 

West Overton  13 September 10 am 
 

Avebury   20 September 4 pm 
 

East Kennett  27 September 6 pm 
 

Winterbourne Bassett 4 October  10.30 am 
Harvest Supper on 6th October, 7pm at the Winterbourne. 
 

Broad Hinton  4 October  11 am 
Holy Communion, followed by a Harvest Lunch in the church 
 

Winterbourne Monkton 11 October  4 pm 
followed by a Ploughman’s meal in the Community Hall 
 

All welcome!  
 

Donations of food and toiletries are urgently needed for 

the Trussell Trust and you are welcome to bring items to 

the Harvest services.  Alternatively, the Trust are 

accepting online donations. 

 

The most needed items are: 

Tinned tomatoes, UHT dairy milk, long life fruit juice, 

tinned peas/carrots/sweetcorn, tinned tuna, long life 

sponge puddings, tinned custard, jam/honey/peanut butter, 

dried rice 500gm, instant mashed potatoes, tinned 

potatoes, tinned ham, tinned hot meat (stewing steak, 

chicken in sauce etc), mugshots/instant pasta, shower gel, 

shampoo, conditioner, toilet rolls, deodorant & adult 

toothbrushes. 

mailto:sibella.laing@outlook.com
mailto:upperkennetchurches@gmail.com
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Muddy Church 
Another amazing July Muddy 

Church! We had 35 children 

and adults walk (and quad bike 

trailer led) up to the beautiful 

and historic East Kennett 

Longbarrow 

to create and walk a labyrinth 

led by our wonderful Reverend 

Jonathan Poston. Many thanks 

to Simon Jones and 

family for allowing use 

of this sacred space. 

Keep your eyes peeled 

for more Muddy Church 

dates…  

 

Kennet Valley 

School 
 
To celebrate the end of the 

school year we all enjoyed an exciting trip to 

Oxford, visiting the Natural History Museum and 

the Pitt Rivers Museum.  

The children loved exploring the fascinating 

artefacts and discovering exciting displays that 

brought history and science to life. There was so 

much to see, learn, explore and talk about!  

At lunchtime we enjoyed a picnic in the park 

under some trees and chatted about what we had 

done. We had a lovely day in Oxford full of 

laughter, smiles and lots of enjoyment. 

We would like to pass on a huge thank you to The 

Friends of Kennet Valley for helping to support 

the cost of the trip. Your generosity enabled the 

children to enjoy such a fantastic educational 

experience and create memories that will last a 

lifetime.  

 

Finally in the last few days of term, our amazing 

Year 5/6 children organised a series of 

fundraising events which ended with a brilliant 

"Soak the Teacher" in support of Cancer 

Research. We are delighted to announce they 

raised an incredible £418. Thank you to everyone 

who donated and helped support such a 

worthwhile cause.  

Five brave teachers stepped up to the challenge 

and were thoroughly drenched with buckets of ice

-cold water before the excitement continued with 

a whole-school water fight!  

The playground was filled with squeals of 

laughter, screams of excitement, and plenty of 

smiles as everyone enjoyed a fun-filled afternoon 

together. It was the perfect way to celebrate the 

end of a fantastic school year and create some 

special memories.  

 

By the time you read this we will be starting 

another School Year, and if you would like to find 

out more about the School, or attend a Stay & 

Play, please call the School on 01672 861643 

Teas for Tourists 
volunteers raising money for the Churches by 

serving Teas to the Tourists on Saturday . 

A PILGRIM CHURCH IN THE KENNET VALLEY  
Did you know that St Nicholas Church in the heart of Fyfield has a long and interesting 
history dating back to the Saxon times 
Known as a ‘Pilgrim Church’ as it was used for centuries by travellers on their way to 
Santiago de Compostella in Spain sailing from Bristol on empty returning sherry boats.  
It is Grade 2* listed and with Saxon foundations and Norman Tower, 9

th
 century Celtic 

Trinity carving and early 15
th
 century windows. There are some pilgrim graffiti marks too. 

It is not surprising that repairs are constantly needed including work to improve the failing 
drainage system which is ruining the church both inside and out. 
The St Nicholas Church Restoration Project Team has been working with specialists since 
2020 to plan the works. Through the generosity of the local community some of the repairs 
have been completed successfully and fundraising for the final phase is now underway.  If 

you would like to make a donation, the bank account is with Lloyds,  

 Account Name: West Overton Fyfield East Kennett Churches,  

 Sort Code: 30-92-63,  

 Account No: 01399919, Reference:  Fyfield Restoration. 

The QR code is shown below: 
The Project Team is busy putting together a varied programme of fund-raising events including the next 
evening concert on 11

th
 September 2026 at the church. The evening will feature saxophonist Jonathan 

Woodhouse and humorous poetry readings from Nigel Smith followed by a glass of wine and nibbles. 
Please contact Lydia Bauer for more information on: 07919 073272. 
Watch out for more details about the events and other fund raising initiatives, including a Race Night at 
Kennet Valley Hall in October. 
For more details about the church including the regular services, arrangements for visiting and 
opportunities to help the Project Team please contact the Warden, Vicky Evans via email : 
bixevans@gmail.com. 



www.upperkennetnews.co.uk   5 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Grand Christmas Bazaar & 

Christmas Tree Sale 

Saturday, 5
th

 December,  

10am-3pm 

Kennet Valley Hall 
 

Please save up bottles and bric-a-brac for our always popular 

tombola, bric-a-brac and re-purposed gift stalls.  

If you would like to have a table to sell craft goods etc,  

Please contact Alison Ingham 07734 761912,  

Jo Snape 07368 645887 or  

Sibella Laing 07890 085029 as soon as possible  

as space limited.  

Please also contact Alison, Jo or Sibella if you would like to 

help with the Bazaar in advance or on the day. 

More details about the Bazaar, including ordering your Xmas 

Tree in next month’s Upper Kennet News. 



6  www.upperkennetnews.co.uk 

 

 

 

 National Trust 

Avebury 

September Newsletter 
 
An Autumn of Art at Avebury  
Avebury Manor Garden becomes a 
showcase for creativity again this month, 
as we host our 2026 Sculpture Exhibition 
and a new exhibition of paintings.  
Celebrating its 10th anniversary, the 
Sculpture Exhibition brings together 
striking contemporary works in a unique 
outdoor setting, inviting visitors to 
experience art in conversation with nature. 
The exhibition opens on Saturday 5 
September, alongside a new collection of 
paintings from our Artist in Residence 
Georgie Weedon. Georgie’s work has 
been inspired by time spent in the Avebury 
landscape, manor house and garden 
across 2026 and will go on display in our 
refurbished Racquets Court.  
Avebury Parish residents can get an 
exclusive first look at both exhibitions by 

joining our community preview on Friday 4 
September between 5-7pm. Please email 
avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk if you would 
like to attend the preview.   
 
Heritage Open Days 
We are supporting this year’s Heritage 
Open Days festival by offering free entry 
to Avebury Manor, the Alexander Keiller 
Museum, and the manor garden on 11 
and 12 September.  
Visitors on those dates will also be able to 
join a free guided tour of the henge and 
stone circles, led by one of our excellent 
volunteer guides.  
Car parking charges will still apply, but 
parking is free for both National Trust and 
English Heritage members.  
Tickets should be collected as normal 
from visitor reception in the barn. Last 
entry to Avebury Manor is at 4pm.  
 
Last call for Avebury Manor Garden 
tours 
Our final guided garden tour of the year 
takes place on Thursday 24 September 
and there are just a handful of spaces left. 
If you’d like to learn more about how the 
garden has adapted to this summer’s 

extreme heat and what’s being planned for 
2027, please book your place via our 
website.  
 
Take on the Trust10  
The second of our free Trust10 trail runs 
through the wider Avebury landscape 
takes place on Sunday 27 September. In a 
change to previous years, anyone wanting 
to take part must book a place through the 
National Trust Avebury website.  
The 10k route includes hills, uneven 
terrain and some public roads. Dogs on 
leads of up to two metres are welcome.  
 
Parking permits 
The car park on Avebury High Street is 
owned and managed by the National 
Trust. Residents of Avebury Parish can 
apply for a parking permit by emailing 
avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk with proof of 
address and their vehicle registration 
number. 
 
Getting in touch 
If you need to contact the team for any 
reason, please visit the Estate Office 
(Monday to Friday) or you can email us at 
avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk. 

NEWS FROM THE 

WINTERBOURNE 

MONKTON 

COMMUNITY HALL 
Registered Charity No 1199011 

 Please visit our Website wmch.club or follow us on Facebook. 

Hall Bookings can be made by e mail to  

wmch-booking@hotmail.com 

Events List 

We are always looking for new ideas for 
events. Any suggestions please let us know. 

Speak to a Committee Member or put a suggestion in 
our post box. 

Thursday  Sept   17th    Pizzalola From 4.30 
Saturday   Sept   26th    Coffee Morning  10.30am-1.00pm  
Friday        Oct     16th    Film Night  Film to be Announced 
Saturday   Oct      24th   Coffee Morning   10.30am -1.00pm  
Friday        Oct     30th    Food Night   
Thursday   Nov 19th   Pizzalola From 4.30 
Saturday    Nov   21st    Coffee Morning 10.30am-1.00pm 
Saturday    Dec    12th     Coffee Morning  10.30am -1.00pm 
Sunday       Dec    20th    Mulled Wine and Mince Pie Evening 

Broad Hinton Youth 
Group 

Come and join our 
youth club! 

 We meet every Friday from 7:00pm until 

9:00pm during term-time in Broad Hinton 

Village Hall. 

 The club is for 10-14 year olds and the cost is 

£3 per session (plus tuck shop money!) 

 New members are always very welcome.  

 We have table tennis, table football, a snooker 

table, an indoor net for badminton or volley 
ball, a PS4 and an Xbox, as well as a tuck 

shop. 

 We sometimes have other activities such as 

art and craft or different sports.  

 During the summer months we have use of the 

school field behind the village hall for outdoor 

activities. 

Please visit our webpage on the Broad Hinton Village 

Hall website: 

https://broadhinton.org.uk/clubs/youth-club/ 
and for more information please email 

bhyouthclub23@gmail.com 

mailto:wmch-booking@hotmail.com
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT EVENT 

FOLLOW-UP 
Parish Councillors have been busy over the 

summer analysing the feedback from 

Parishioners about life in village and hope to 

report back in detail in October’s UKN. 

 

WE WELCOME YOUR FEEDBACK 
Your Parish Councillors and Clerk are always 

glad to hear from residents and do our best to 

help with any queries or concerns within our 

remit. Parish Councillors give their time 

voluntarily and work hard to support the 

community. We kindly ask that all 

communications are made in a courteous and 

respectful manner so we can continue working 

positively for the parish. 

 

PREVENTING WILDFIRES  
Please help to prevent wildfires by: 

 Avoid using campfires and barbecues 

 Disposing of litter properly – items such as 

glass bottles can focus the sun’s rays and start a 

fire 

 Never set off sky lanterns 

 Dispose of cigarettes and smoking materials 

safely  

 

Actions to take if you see a wildfire 

 Move to a place of safety and report it by 

calling 999  

 Do not attempt to tackle the fire yourself 

 Give as much information as you can about 

the fire 

· Always follow the advice of the emergency 

services and local authorities 

 

DOG WALKING: LOCAL RULES & 

GOOD PRACTICE  

 Dogs do not have to be on a lead 

everywhere, but they must always be 

under control. 

 Leads are required on most roads and 

pavements for everyone’s safety. 

 Around livestock, dogs must not worry 

animals. Keep dogs on a lead in fields 

with sheep or cattle; chasing or straying 

among livestock is a criminal offence. 

 It is illegal for a dog to be dangerously 

out of control anywhere, including 

private land 

 Owners must pick up dog mess and 

always carry bags. 

 

MINI POWER CUTS 
We queried the recent spate of mini power cuts 

with our local provider, SSEN. SSEN 

apologise for the inconvenience to residents. 

The continued dry weather and very high 

temperatures are causing far more problems on 

the network than normal. The short, 30 seconds 

or so, blip is known as an ‘Auto Reclose’ and 

is an automatic response caused by something 

touching the high voltage network. It will 

typically try to reconnect up to three times, 

hence the quick interruptions. We are very 

pleased that a representative from SSEN will 

attend our Parish Council meeting in 

November to give a short presentation and 

answer any questions about their services.  

 

PARISH EMERGENCY TEAM 

The Parish Council has an Emergency Team 

with several Councillors and members from 

each of our three villages. The Group members 

are all volunteers who give of their time to help 

in emergency situations. We have plans for 

coping with floods, snow and power cuts which 

are based on the guidance provided by 

Wiltshire Council. More volunteers are always 

welcome. Please contact 

Jill.turner@kvparishcouncil.org.uk if you are 

interested in finding out more and to support 

the team. 

 

DIARY DATE: NEXT PARISH MEETING 

– REVISED DATE 
The next Parish Meeting takes place on the 

revised date of Wednesday, 2nd September 

2026, 6.30pm at Kennet Valley Hall. As 

always, members of the public are most 

welcome to attend – we look forward to seeing 

you there. 

 

With best wishes, Alison, Clerk, Kennet 

Valley Parish Council 

Kennet Valley Parish Council 

 

Clerk’s details: Alison Ingham clerk@kvparishcouncil.org.uk  

Tel: 07897 797208 0r 07734 761912 

Website: www.kvparishcouncil.org.uk 

Berwick Bassett and 

Winterbourne Monkton 

Parish Council  
At the council meeting on August 5th preliminary 

findings for the parish survey, which closed two days 

later with a generally good response rate, were 

presented. 

These findings confirmed the view of the Council that 

residents felt that we should focus our significant 

Section 106 funds of £26,000 on the parish footpaths, 

and roads and road safety. Two initial footpath 

projects were established: one to create a circular 

route accessible to all, including wheelchair and 

pushchair users. The other, much needed, to improve 

the footpath route from Berwick Bassett to 

Winterbourne Moncton. 

The findings also highlighted common concerns that 

the role and activities of the Parish Council were not 

adequately publicised or understood. This is not a new 

problem for the Council, and we have started a major 

web project to rebuild or replace the website with 

something a lot more user friendly. We have also 

started putting a monthly report in the widely 

circulated upper Kennett News. For residents who are 

unfamiliar with the media currently used these are as 

follows:  

Council meeting agendas and minutes are posted 

monthly on the website [BBWMPC.org]. This 

also provides details of the current parish 

councillors and our clerk, who should be the 

contact point for all formal communications 

including requests for items to be discussed during 

our meetings. 

Agendas and minutes are posted monthly on the 

Berwick Bassett and Winterbourne Monkton 

Parish Council notice boards. Other relevant 

information is posted as necessary. 

The privately run village WhatsApp, used by the 

great majority of residents, will also be featuring 

more Parish Council notices and reminders. The 

Council has used it to remind residents to put out 

water for wildlife in the current drought.  

All residents are welcome to attend our monthly 

meetings, which are advertised on our media. 

The meeting approved up to £700 to purchase and 

install a community notice board for the parish to be 

located alongside the existing Parish Pouncil board in 

Winterbourne Monkton. This will be managed by the 

Council 

The Council expressed its concern and sadness at the 

continued high level of accidents, some fatal, on the 

A4361 and adjoining roads. We will continue to ask 

the police and PCC to enforce a visible and effective 

level of traffic regulation. 

Our emergency plan for the parish is currently being 

finalised. We shall be approaching residents to discuss 

particular resources which they may own or control 

and would be willing to make available to help in any 

emergency. Examples would include assets such as 4 

by 4 vehicles. 

mailto:clerk@kvparishcouncil.org.uk
http://www.kvparishcouncil.org.uk
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Avebury  
Community Shop 

Shop Phone Number:  01672 539200 

Opening Hours  

10am – 4pm every day 
Avebury Community Shop column September 2026 

 

Welcome haven 

What’s not to like 

about a friendly, cool, 

air-conditioned refuge 

from the blazing sun, 

packed with all kinds 

of chilled drinks and a 

freezer full of mouth-

watering ice creams?  

Well, in August (and 

June and July!) 

visitors to Avebury 

Community Shop 

seemed to agree. It’s been a busy time and the items mentioned 

were flying out of the door.  So when the 30+ degree 

temperatures return, you know where to come … 

Volunteer response 

Last month there was a plea for more hands to work in the shop 

because of the holiday period and some key people being 

unwell.  

There was a good response and managers Lyn and Martin were 

able to fill the rota. Thank you! 

Good news is that stalwart volunteers such as Jane and Sheila 

are on their way back gradually. Thanks also go to Sam, who 

has been   

a hugely helpful young volunteer for some time and has found a 

full-time job. You’ll be missed, Sam! 

Autumn equinox 

This month the shop will be looking forward to September 22nd 

and 23rd, which is this year’s Autumn Equinox – and the time of 

Mabon, the second of the three harvest festivals for those of a 

Pagan/Druidic persuasion.  

It’s a time when numbers increase, as visitors arrive to give 

thanks for the harvest (that seems a long time ago now) and the 

need to share Earth’s fruits in the approaching winter months.  

The shop needs to be well stocked with apples, butternut squash 

and root vegetables for celebration meals. Mead is popular too 

and the shop has all kinds of flavoured variations on the shelves.  

Cheers! 

On the subject of mead, there will be tastings of the different 

flavours in the shop during the equinox period. So if you 

haven’t sampled the variations on the ancient drink of the gods, 

here’s your chance.  

And if you’re thinking of other celebrations, we have bottles of 

cava and prosecco alongside plentiful supplies of wine.  

Hot or cold?  

Depending on what the weather does, remember to drop in to 

the shop. If it stays hot, there are salad pots, a wide range of 

sandwiches, wraps and baguettes, and savoury goodies such as 

pasties and scotch eggs. Including, incidentally, vegan and 

gluten-free pies, which particularly delighted one customer 

when she found we stocked them. 

New on the shelves to supplement your picnic are pouches of 

delicious cornichons (baby gherkins). But if the temperature 

drops, keep an eye out for Waitey’s home-made produce all the 

way from nearby Calne. They include sweet chilli sauces, Thai 

stir fry sauce and curry paste. They’ll warm you up. 

Home deliveries 

Finally, we offer home deliveries if you’re unwell or disabled. 

Our delivery area includes Avebury, Avebury Trusloe, 

Beckhampton, East and West Kennett, Winterbourne Monkton 

and Berwick Bassett.  

Tim Rice  

Broad Hinton Youth 
Group 

Come and join our 
youth club! 

 We meet every Friday from 7:00pm until 9:00pm during term-

time in Broad Hinton Village Hall. 

 The club is for 10-14 year olds and the cost is £3 per session 

(plus tuck shop money!) 

 New members are always very welcome.  

 We have table tennis, table football, a snooker table, an indoor 

net for badminton or volley ball, a PS4 and an Xbox, as well as a 

tuck shop. 

 We sometimes have other activities such as art and craft or 

different sports.  

 During the summer months we have use of the school field 

behind the village hall for outdoor activities. 

Please visit our webpage on the Broad Hinton Village Hall website: 

Avebury Tower News 
Practices on a Tuesday evening have been quite well supported - thanks to 

two ringers from Calne who have informally joined our band. Thus on 4 

August we had 10 ringers, and 9 on 11th. Thanks largely to Jane Ridgwell 

in my holiday absence, the following rang for a wedding on 3rd August: 

John Mead, Jonathan Stubbs, Kathy Davies, Meg Brunskill, Michele 

Lomas and Brian Vickers (your correspondent}.  

Sadly only Jonathan and myself now live in Avebury, although  John 

Mead and Michele Lomas used to - and happily John still rings regularly 

at Avebury as well as at his now home tower of All Cannings. We 

managed to have 4 ringers for the Parish Communion service on 

9th August: Jonathan Stubbs (from Avebury); Kathy Davies (Bishops 

Cannings}, Kathryn Miller (Calne) and me (Avebury). 

Thank goodness that the two ringers were prepared to drive in, as well as 

going to their local Churches. Obviously we need ringers from Avebury 

and surrounding villages, so long as we do not poach them from the two 

other ringing towers in the Parish - Broad Hinton and West Overton. All 

you need do is phone me (Brian Vickers) on 01 672 539 482, and I can 

arrange tuition. 

LICENSING ACT 2003 - NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A 

PREMISES LICENCE 

Giles Shaxted has applied to Wiltshire Council for the grant of a premises 

licence for High Trees, Bray Street, Avebury, Wiltshire, SN81RA. 

The application proposes the following licensable activities: 

· The storage and distribution for the sale of alcohol (wine) 

· 9am to 6pm Monday through Sunday 

The public register and full details of the application can be inspected at the 

offices of the Licensing Authority at https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/licences-

permits-new-premises-applications or by emailing 

publicprotectionnorth@wiltshire.gov.uk or The Licensing Authority, 

Wiltshire Council, Public Protection, County Hall, Bythesea Road, 

Trowbridge, BA14 8JN during normal office hours. 

Any person or responsible authority wishing to make representations/objections 

must do so in writing to the Licensing Team at the address above no later than 

21/09/2026. 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false statement in connection 

with an application, to which a maximum fine of level 5 on the standard scale 

applies. 
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Visit the worlds oldest fully 

operational beam engine from 

the dawn of the Industrial 
Revolution. 
In steam  August Bank Holiday 
Sunday & Monday 10.30 - 4.00pm.  
Get up close and personal with 
these mighty engines. 

Crofton Beam Engines 

Crofton, SN8 3DW 

Wilts 

Between Gt. Bedwyn and 

An Afternoon 

Concert 
 

Sunday 4th October 

3pm 

 West Overton Church  

 
Rebekah Reeve - violin 

Sam Reeve - cello 

Ruth Lamdin - piano 

 

The Village Choir 
 

Followed by tea and cake 

 

Free admission - donations 

welcome 

 

Proceeds to the West Overton 

Bell Restoration Project 
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26th September  

2.00pm  

Kennet Valley Hall 
Jumble, Brick-a-brac, toys, books, cake stall and 

refreshments. 

Proceeds towards West Overton Church Bell 

Restoration Project 
50p entrance  
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Debbie Simpson 
MCSP HCPC 
Chartered Physiotherapist, Pilates Instructor 

 

 30 years experience 

 Specialist in musculoskeletal disorders, sports injuries & rehabilitation 

 Physio for ultra marathons in the UK & abroad 

 Individual physiotherapy appointments  

 Individual / group sessions for strength & conditioning, flexibility & pilates 

 Elderly rehab: maximising mobility & balance 

 
Whatever your personal goals, I would love to help you achieve them… 

Mobile: 07724 486370 
debbie.s.simpson@btinternet.com 

ON CALL DAY & NIGHT 
01672 512444 OR 512516 
WAGON YARD LONDON ROAD 

MARLBOROUGH WILTSHIRE  
SN8 1LH 
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K. A. Callaway. 

Great Bedwyn 
WOODSTOVES &  

CHIMNEY LININGS 
Woodstoves: many makes, new and 

second hand discounted. 

Flue lining: Stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed 

TV flue camera for internal chimney inspection.  

Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection. 

FREE site visit and advice recommended 

Tel: 01672 870619 Mobile: 0860 722646 

K. A. Gallaway - Great Bedwyn
WOODSTOVES & CHIMNEY LININGS

Woodstoves: many makes, new & second hand discounted.

Flue lining: stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed TV flue camera

for internal chimney inspection. Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection.

FREE site visit and advice recommended

TEL: 01672 870 619 MOBILE 0860 722 646

Est. 1991 D. W. Oliver Tree Services Ltd 
B.Sc.A.I.W.Sc. 

TREE PRUNING  
LANDSCAPING, WOODCHIPPING  
TREE FELLING, FORESTRY 
CONTRACTING  
FENCING 

Tel 01672 861310 
Mobile 07976 644706 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 
£5M INSURANCE 

Tree Surgery works carried out by qualified staff  

E-mail: info@dwoliver.com   Web: www.dwoliver.com 

 

  

 NEIL MARSH  

CARPENTRY  
SERVICES 
 

 All aspects of Carpentry  
 Bespoke wardrobes  
 Kitchens  
 Multi panel shower boarding  
 Fencing & decking  
 General maintenance  

  

Tel Neil on :  07969  332709   

 

RM 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

Ryan Marsh (Plumbing and heating engineer)  
  

Gas safe registered (natural gas & LPG) 
Air source heat pumps  
Oftec (oil) registered  

Boiler servicing & breakdowns  
Unvented Hot water cylinders  

Bathroom refits  
General plumbing  

  

Email: r.marshplumbing@yahoo.com  

Phone: 07891012074  

 

GARDENER 
I am a gardener looking for gardening work in the Avebury, 
Winterbourne Bassett, Broad Hinton and East Kennett area. 
I am experienced and qualified but as I don't drive you would need to 
provide tools.  
I'm happy to cycle or use public transport to reach you and I 
look forward to hearing from you. 

If you are interested please contact me: 

Martin Andre  

martinjandre@gmail.com 01672 539641 or 07887 717626 

mailto:martinjandre@gmail.com
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WHO’S WHO 
RECTOR:  REV’D JONATHAN POSTON 01672 560584 

The Rectory, 27 High Street, Avebury, SN8 1RF   Email:  jont.post@gmail.com 

If you require a priest in an emergency and are unable to contact Rev’d Jonathan please telephone  

one of the churchwardens. 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVE 
 Mr Roderick Palfrey      07799 221816 

LICENSED LAY MINISTER (PTO) Mrs Sibella Laing  01672 861600 sibella.laing@outlook.com  

LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANT 
 Mr Graham Kitchen      01672 861798 graham@grahamkitchen.com  

LAY WORSHIP LEADERS 

 Mrs Claire Stiles      01793 731620 c.j.stiles@hotmail.co.uk who is also a Lay Pastoral Assistant 

 Mrs Alison Andre      01672 539641 who is also a Lay Pastoral Assistant  

 Mrs Angharad Hughes      07771 615534 

 Mr Magnus Thompson     07885 465916 

UPPER KENNET CHURCHES OFFICE:  01672 861786  upperkennetchurches@gmail.com 

 Anne Robinson & Sophie Roberts  (Mon-Wed, 10am-1pm & Fri 11.30am – 2.30pm) 

 St Michael and All Angels Church, Church Hill, West Overton, Marlborough SN8 4ER 

 Parish Website: www.kennet8.org.uk 

CHURCHWARDENS  

AVEBURY  Mrs Sandra Hues     01672 539444 shues01@hotmail.com 

 Mrs Helen Vickers      01672 539482 brian.helen.vickers@googlemail.com 

 Mrs Maureen Dixon      01672 539690 

BROAD HINTON  Mrs Gill Crabtree    07774 424125 gill.crabtree1@gmail.com 

 Mr Robert Fitzpatrick      01793 739156 fitzpatrickrobert16@gmail.com  

EAST KENNETT  Mr Graham Kitchen    01672 861798 graham@grahamkitchen.com 

 Mrs Jo Snape      01672 861267 Josiesnape@aol.com 

WEST OVERTON Mrs Susan Rogers    01672 861374 sjrogers44@gmail.com  

 Mr Stuart Laing      01672 861600 stuart-laing@outlook.com 

FYFIELD Co-opted PCC member Vicky Evans   01672 861622 bixevans@gmail.com 

WINTERBOURNE MONKTON Mr Philip Scott   01672 539104 philipscott2@me.com  

WINTERBOURNE BASSETT Mrs Claire Stiles   01793 731620 c.j.stiles@hotmail.co.uk 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL: Co-Lay Chairs: Simon Jones 07768 008160  

 Angharad Hughes      07771 615534 

PCC SECRETARY Mr Peter Barry  

LOCAL CHURCH COMMITTEES - SECRETARIES 

AVEBURY Lindie White      01672 861864 lindiew@btinternet.com  

EAST KENNETT, FYFIELD & WEST OVERTON  Sophie Roberts 01672 861786  

WINTERBOURNE MONKTON Mrs Jenny Scott   01672 539104 

WINTERBOURNE BASSETT Rose Barclay       rosebarclay@gmail.com 

BROAD HINTON Mrs Liz Palfrey     01793 731067 lizpalfrey@btinternet.com 

MAGAZINES  

UPPER KENNET NEWS in Fyfield, West Overton, East & West Kennett, Beckhampton, Avebury Trusloe, Avebury, Winterbourne Monkton & Berwick Bassett: 

Editor: David Throup, Longmynd, Lockeridge SN8 4ED 01672 861279 davidthroup@aol.com 

Please send all copy including advertising and payment to David Throup.  

Final copy date 20th of each month by 1pm latest. 

 

LOCAL NEWS in Uffcott, Broad Hinton & Winterbourne Bassett: 

Editor: Liz Moakes 07776 188805 3villageslocalnews@gmail.com 

Final copy date 20th of each month. 

 

SHEPPARD DECORATORS 
WE CONSIDER PROJECTS OF ALL SIZES 

CALL DARREN FOR A FRIENDLY QUOTE. 
01380 725652 07876 433655 

WWW.SHEPPARD-DECORATORS.CO.UK 

Sheppard Decorators 

Phil Dix 

07469 757333      pjdservices1@outlook.com 

www.pjd-services.co.uk 

S E R V I C E S  PJD 

mailto:graham@grahamkitchen.com
mailto:c.j.stiles@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:upperkennetchurches@gmail.com
mailto:brian.helen.vickers@googlemail.com
mailto:sjrogers44@gmail.com
mailto:stuart-laing@outlook.com
mailto:philipscott2@me.com
mailto:c.j.stiles@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:lindiew@btinternet.com
mailto:pjdservices1@outlook.com
http://www.pjd-services.co.uk/
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Advertisers Index 

Adie Cripps 01672 512438 

Appleyard Accu 07736 073067 

Chalkey’s Workshop 01672 861123 

Debbie Simpson. Physiotherapist 07724 486370 

Design By Timber  01380 860791 

D. W. Oliver Tree Services Ltd 01672 861310 

Dianne Mackinder Funeral Service 01672 512444 

Flueline - chimney maintenance 01672 870619 

Gray & Amor Ltd 01380 587006 

Jill Sudbury 01672 861412 

Martin Bell. The Village Geek 01672 861533 

Matt’s Tiling 07590 044124 

M. Hutton Electrical 07974 433456 

M J Sly - Monumental Mason 01672 516797 

Neil Marsh Joinery 07969  332709   

Phil Dix - PJD Services 07469 757333       

RM Plumbing and Heating 07891 012074 

Sheppard Decorators 07917 818145 

Simon White 01672 861566 

The Henge Shop 01672 539229 

Vision Visit - Eye tests at home 01793 232588 

Window Payne - cleaning services 01249 400500 

Your EPC  Insulation Grants 07387 185608 

We are an independently owned business, located on the main high street, 

within the Avebury Stone Circle. With many things to offer, we are more than 

just a shop…. 
 

Gifts - we offer a wide range of gifts, including souvenirs, books, crystals, 

incense,  clothing, jewellery and more…. 
 

Events - a variety of events, from book signings in the shop, workshops in the 

upstairs space and 1:1 treatments in our treatment room. All spaces are available 

to hire. Please e-mail events@hengeshop.com for more information. 
 

Book Signings - we hold various book signings within the shop with a 

wonderful variety of authors. You can view our upcoming book signings on our 

website. If you would like to hold one of your own, please contact Helen 
at handrews@hengeshop.com. 

 

Crystal Skulls - We have a large collection of crystal skulls and all are 
available to buy either in our dedicated room, located within the shop, or online 

at www.hengeskulls.com 

For more information about any of the above or to 

shop online, please visit www.hengeshop.com 

 

+44(0)1672 539229 

 

avebury@hengeshop.com 

You can find both The Henge Shop 

& Henge Skulls on                  

Facebook & Instagram 


