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Some years ago during a real 
‘Indian Summer’ October, a rather 
draconian edict was dictated to Head 
Teachers by the Local Education 
Authority concerning the future of 
playing conkers in primary school 
playgrounds.  I was a Head Teacher in 
those days and duly took it to a staff 
meeting for discussion and uproar 
ensued.  Too much of what had been 
the norm, in terms of playground 
games, had been subverted, changed 
and hedged in by ‘Elf and Safety’.  
Compliance was obligatory and it felt 
as if we had no control over how we 
encouraged the children to make good 
choices and take safe risks.  The 
banning of conkers felt to all of us a 
step too far and we rebelled: contacted 
the Insurers, consulted with other 
schools and called in the H&S 
governor.  The parents and children 
added their voices to the mix and 
strongly worded letters from the 264 
junior aged pupils went to the 
Director of Education.  They were 
unanswered and ignored and the ban 
remained.  In the end, despite the 
upheaval and the wrangling and the 
imposition of legislation, we made the 
best we could of ‘a bad job’.  

Within the spirit of the law we did, 
indeed, comply with the ban of 
conkers in the playground.  However, 
we set up a cordoned-off area for the 
safe playing of ‘competitive conker 
sports’ near my office.  A risk 
assessment was done, parents signed 

permission forms allowing their child 
to participate and an 8 week time 
frame was put on the activity.  Safe 
play was discussed in classes and 
rules made, School Council appointed 
monitors and there was a MOST 
DEFINITE BAN on the use of 
vinegar at home to harden the conkers 
- a very sad thing indeed for me, as 
Chief Conker Wielder, but I 
reluctantly agreed.  

I would love to say there were no 
accidents or injuries - my own fingers 
took a hammering daily from a group 
of Year 6 pupils wielding their 
conkers with deadly precision.  That 
wasn’t important.  Reflecting 
afterwards one governor said ‘We 
couldn’t change the ruling but we 
chose how that ruling would impact 
on us and it made us think about our 
values and what we stood for in the 
education of our children and 
enjoyment of childhood’.  

Perhaps as we face the uncertainty 
of a future beyond October 31st we 
might choose how to respond wisely 
to a ‘ruling’ beyond our control and in 
the face of the challenge of unrest, 
commit to growing in unity, solidarity 
and co-operation between neighbours, 
friends and community.  

View from the Rectory 

 

Kennet Valley Lottery Club 

draw winners   
£100 Number 10 
£75  Number  24 Graham Kitchen 
£50  Number  39   Martin Northmore-Ball 

(Some winners prefer that their names were not 
published, in which case we just state the winning 
numbers) 

If you would like to join the lottery, ring  
David Snape on 01672 861267 or email: 

davidwsnape@aol.com 
Another way to support our churches at West 

Overton, Fyfield and East Kennett  

Notice Board 
Wedding 
Kate Selway & 22 September Avebury 
Nick Rickards 
 
Funeral 
Paula Goodman 27 August West Overton 
 
Burial of Ashes 
Christine Rickards 28 August Winterbourne Monkton  
Averina Northmore-Ball 31 August  Avebury 
Joanne Stobbs  9 September Broad Hinton 

 

“A brief respite from everyday pressures – 
a time of peace, calm and silent reflection” 

 

MEDITATION (TAIZÉ) Service 
Every fortnight on a Wednesday evening at East 
Kennett Church from 7.00 to 7.25pm:  a chance 
to just sit quietly and relax and enjoy the silence 
and the peace by candlelight, with a background 

of occasional singing and some words of 
wisdom. 

Future dates for your diary: 
Wednesday 9th October, Wednesday 23rd October, 

Wednesday 6th November, Wednesday 20th November. 

 
Please note the Upper Kennet 
Benefice now has a new website -  
access link www.kennet8.org.uk 
 

A new email address for the Benefice Office: 
upperkennetchurches@gmail.com 

Published by Fyfield, West 
Overton and East Kennett  
Parochial Church Council for 
the Upper Kennet Benefice 

 
October 2019 

Fyfield Church 
Church grounds 

tidy-up 
Saturday  

19th October 
 

9.30am – 12.30pm 
 

Please bring your 
own tools 

Refreshments 
provided 

CHURCH 
CHRISTMAS  
TREE SALE 

This is our 5th year of Christmas 
tree sales, once again we are 
maintaining our 2014 pricing. 
The trees, as usual, will be 
Nordmann fir premium grade 
from a local grower and we will  
maintain our free delivery option 
for trees ordered by 30th 
November. 
With the exception of the tree 
purchase, all income is spent on 
church maintenance. 
If you want to order your tree in 
advance, the order form will be in 
next month’s edition of this 
magazine – or contact 
davidwsnape@aol.com for an 
online form. BACS payments 
accepted. The Christmas Bazaar 
and Christmas tree sale will be on 
SATURDAY 7TH DECEMBER at 
West Overton Church. 

http://www.kennet8.org.uk
mailto:davidwsnape@aol.com
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Sunday 6 October – Green 
16th Sunday after Trinity 
Lamentations 1.1-6 
Psalm 137 [or 137.1-6] 
2 Timothy 1.14 
Luke 17.5-10 
 
Sunday 13 October - Green  
17th Sunday after Trinity 
Jeremiah 29.1, 4-7 
Psalm 66.1-11 
2 Timothy 2.8-15 
Luke 17.11-19 
 
Sunday 20 October – Green  
18th Sunday after Trinity 
Jeremiah 31.27-34 
Psalm 119.97-104 
2 Timothy 3.14-4.5 
Luke 18.1-8 
 

Sunday 27 October - Green 
Last Sunday after Trinity 
Joel 2.23-end 
Psalm 65[or 65.1-7] 
2 Timothy 4.6-8, 16-18 
Luke 18.9-14  
 
Sunday 3 November – Gold or 
White 
All Saints’ Day 
Daniel 7-1-3, 15-18 
Psalm 149 
Ephesians 1.11-end 
Luke 6.20-31 
 
Harvest Festival Readings 
Deuteronomy 26.1-11 
Psalm 100 
Philippians 4.4-9 or Revelation 
14.14-18  
John 6.25-35 

UPPER KENNET CHURCHES SERVICES 

Readings 

Home Communion 
If you are unable to come to a church service because of illness or disability then either the Rector or one of our Lay Pastoral 

Assistants would be happy to visit you in your home to offer communion.  
Please refer to the Who’s Who page at the back of this magazine for telephone numbers. 

Talking Tuesdays 
@ The Rectory 

Avebury  
7.30 pm  

Talk, Eat, Pray 
lively debate, 

great refreshments 

Tuesday OCTOBER 8th - Harvest Past and Present.  
Explore the customs, traditions and music of harvests 
across the British Isles and make your own Harvest Home 
salt loaf as we share and hear from local experts and maybe 
a musician or two! 

Tuesday NOVEMBER 5th - Gunpowder Treason and Plot: 
the origins of Guy Fawkes/bonfire night.  Enjoy the 
(relative) peace and quiet of the Rectory - a good place to 
be for those who do not relish things that go whizz, bang 
and wallop in the night! 

Tuesday DECEMBER 10th - Christmas Carols: their  
history, their power to move us, what they reveal about 
God.  Enjoy sharing your favourites, have a good sing 
along and a bit of history together with house communion 
and Christmas refreshments. 

 

ALL WELCOME 

  St Nicholas 
FYFIELD 

  

St Michael & 
All Angels 

WEST 
OVERTON 

Christ 
Church 
EAST 

KENNETT 

St James 
AVEBURY 

St Mary 
Magdalene 

WINTER’RNE 
MONKTON 

St Katherine & 
St Peter 

WINTER’RNE 
BASSETT 

St Peter ad Vincula 
BROAD HINTON 

Wednesday 
2 October 

      10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 

      

6 October 
Trinity 16 

8.30 am 
Prayer Book 
Communion 

    10 am 
Informal 
Service 

  11.15 am 
Harvest 

Family Service 

9.45 am 
Harvest 

Holy Communion 
Wednesday 
9 October 

    7 pm 
Meditation 

Service 
(Taizé) 

10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 

      

13 October 
Trinity 17 

    8 am 
Prayer Book 
Communion 

10 am 
Holy 

Communion 
& Kipling 
Baptism 
11.30 am 
Ponting-
Howse 

Baptisms 

4 pm 
Harvest Service 

  
5 pm 

Harvest Tea 
  

  9.45 am 
Prayer Book 

Matins 

Wednesday 
16 October 

      10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 

      

20 October 
Trinity 18 

  
10.30 AM – BENEFICE SERVICE – COMMUNION – WINTERBOURNE BASSETT 

  
Wednesday 
23 October 

    7 pm 
Meditation 

Service 
(Taizé) 

10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 

      

27 October 
Last 

Sunday 
after 

Trinity 

  10 am 
Holy 

Communion 
& Oakey 
baptism 

6 pm 
Evening 
Prayer 

  

4 pm 
Evensong 

10.30 am 
Holy Communion 

11.15 am 
Morning Prayer 

  

Wednesday 
30 October 

     10.30 am 
Celtic 

Communion 
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Under The 
Beech Tree 
A Space to 

Breathe 
Do you connect best with 

God in creation? 
Are you in need of a 

breathing space simply 
to rest in  

the Divine Presence and 
be still within creation? 

 

Then THIS might be just what you are looking for! 
Quiet Mindfulness, Guided Meditation, Sounds of Creation 

Come and join us @ the Rectory, Avebury on the following 
dates/times  
ALL welcome, wherever you are on your spiritual journey.  

 
Dates: 
October - by candlelight  
Friday  4th, 6 00pm  
Saturday  12th, 4pm, with refreshments 
Saturday  26th, 4pm, with refreshments 

little angels 
Come along for singing, snacks, Bible stories, 

play and craft activities for toddlers. 
 

Tea and cake for grown ups! 
10 am on Thursday mornings on  

3rd October, 17th October, 14th October, 
14th November, 28th November  

and 12th December 
at Kennet Valley School. 

 
Free of charge. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

Wiltshire Palestine  
Solidarity Campaign 

 

 

Love in the Midst 
of Chaos, Hope 
in the Heat of 

War’ 
 

 

Rev’d Maria Shepherdson 
will talk about her work as former Head 

Teacher and Teacher Trainer for the Hope 

Christian Trust at the 

Lighthouse School in Gaza City 

Friends Meeting House 
Sussex Wharf 

Devizes, SN10 2AE 
 

3
rd

 October 2019 at 7.30pm 
 
For further information contact WiltshirePSC@gmail.com 

Upper Kennet Churches 
 

Harvest  Festival 
Services 

 
Berwick Bassett   29 Sept 10.30 am 
(Benefice Communion) 
 
Avebury    29 Sept 4 pm 
 
West Overton   29 Sept 5 pm 
(Songs of Praise) 
Broad Hinton   6 Oct 9.45am 
(Holy Communion) 
Winterbourne Bassett   6 Oct 11.15am 
(Family Service)  
Winterbourne Monkton  13 Oct 4.00pm 
Followed by Harvest Tea   5.00pm 
 
As in previous years, our Harvest gifts of tins and 
dried foods will be given to the Trussell Trust who 

distribute emergency goods throughout 
Wiltshire 

 
All are very welcome!    

 

‘Will you come and follow me  
if I but call your name?’  

 
Michael Eaton,(Avebury PCC) starts Training for 

ordination at Durham 
 

 
A final celebration service to mark this new step on Michael's 
spiritual journey was held at St James’ Avebury on September 
8th.  
Michael would like to extend his grateful thanks for the love, 
fellowship and support of all those who encouraged and prayed 
for him over the years of exploration.  He asks that you would 
continue to pray for him and looks forward to coming back 
whenever time off allows. He was presented with gifts to help 
him during his training for which he is 'extremely grateful and 
truly humbled by the incredible generosity, the cards and 
especially the biscuits, beer and the Beano.') 

mailto:WiltshirePSC@gmail.com
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A Date for your Diary: 

Friday 22nd November 
Local Musicians bring you 

A Winter Warming Evening of Music and Song 
+ Refreshments, Raffles and Razzamatazz 
in The Social Centre Avebury at 7.30pm 

Details in the next Upper Kennet News 

After a long summer break, Jennifer Hughes got our programme under way 
again with a very interesting talk entitled “Hats and bound feet”. 
Jennifer brought with her a wonderful collection of hats and shoes which she 
displayed for members to enjoy.  She explained that in the past Han Chinese 
women would stay at home and were respected for their embroidery.  Chinese 
girls had their feet bound from the age of 5 and it was considered a status 
symbol as well as a mark of beauty.  Jennifer showed us a number of hats 
which were embroidered with a variety of animals, flowers and symbols.  She 
explained that pom poms and tassels were added to children’s hats to keep 
spirits away and a tail at the back of a hat identified that the wearer wanted to 
be a scholar. 
The next meeting of the Marlborough & District Embroiderers Guild will be 
on Monday 7 October at the Kennet Valley Hall, Lockeridge.  Our AGM will 
be followed by a talk by branch member Nikki Vesey-Williams.  Her talk will 
be entitled “Life and Work in Textiles”.  Doors open at 13.30 for a 14.00 start.  
All are welcome and if you have any queries please contact 01672 861658.  
Further details visit our website: http://www.marlboroughembroiderers.org 

News from the Tower 
Service Ringing Times:  
 6th & 13th  October  9.30am to 10.00am.                          
 27th October,    3.30pm to 4.00pm.              
 Practice Nights:  Tuesdays  7.30pm to  9.00pm. 
   We have Andy and Kathryn to thank for a surprise party in the tower in 
September, to celebrate their wedding anniversary. It’s good to have some 
time to socialise and have an occasional break from ringing. 
   The September Branch meeting at Lyneham had a different format which 
concentrated on training. We had the choice of hand bell ringing or a listening 
course. In one exercise a bell was rung twice and we had to count how many 
times and where that bell occurred when it was rung amongst eight other bells. 
There was a different bell for each of five tests.  It was quite a feat because the 
bells were ringing quickly. After all that concentration we had a lovely tea 
followed by a beetle drive which was great fun. The ‘Ride and Stride’ in aid of 
Historic Churches took place on the same day and Andy cycled 54 miles, 
visited 52 churches and spent 6 hours 45 minutes in the saddle, then joined us 
for the beetle drive.  
   There will be a training morning on Saturday, 26th October from 10 a.m. to 
12 noon. 
   The next Branch meeting will be at Royal Wootton Bassett on Saturday, 12th 
October, 2019. 

Mary Davidge 
Belfry Correspondent   

Tel: 01672 513819 

Marlborough & District  
Embroiderers’ Guild  

60 Plus Meeting 
The AGM of the club was held at the Kennet Valley Hall on Thursday 19th 
September. The president welcomed members and invited nominations from 
the floor to serve on the committee in the coming year. None was forthcoming 
so it was proposed by John Scott that the existing committee, if willing, 
should continue in their current form. This was seconded by Shirley Bull and 
carried unanimously. John thanked the committee for their hard work over the 
year. The treasurer reported a healthy financial position. 
The president then asked for ideas and suggestions for speakers for the coming 
year. 
Menus for the Christmas dinner on 19th December were handed out, to be 
returned at the next meeting. 
An excellent quiz was set by Dennis. The winning.table, with 34 correct 
answers out of a possible 47, consisted of Ann, Dilys, John, Shirley and Peter. 
Tea and a raffle followed. 
The next meeting will be at the Hall on 17th October when the speaker will be 
Mr Nancarrow who will talk about the Merchant’s House. 
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Avebury  
& District WI 

September has arrived with its mists and mellow 
fruitfulness and with it the start of our WI 
programme.   

 
Our garden visit was cancelled as the rain in 
June made the conditions underfoot too wet and 
muddy to be safe.  A select group of members 
visited Malmesbury Abbey in July and Charlotte 
Powell kindly hosted us for our informal 
meeting in August.   

 
Also in June Charlotte Powell and I attended 
the National Federation of WIs meeting in 
Bournemouth.  It was amazing to see so 
many women gathered together and to be 
part of the important process of selecting the 
resolutions that the WI will campaign on.  
This year both resolutions received almost 
100% support from the meeting – a call 
against the decline in rural bus routes got 
96% and ‘don’t fear the smear’ (to support 
educating women about the cervical smear 
test and encouraging them to attend 
screening) 97%.  Our speakers were Lord 
Keith Bradley who told us about Care not 
Custody, which started as a WI resolution 10 
years ago and Maggie Philbin, who many 

will remember from Swop Shop and 
Tomorrow’s World and who now works in 
schools encouraging young inventors. 
 
Our first meeting of the new programme took 
place on 12th September and was a fascinating 
talk from Sonny Hamid about the Brick Lane 
area of London encompassing Spitalfields 
Market.  Now home to numerous Bengali curry 
houses it has a long history of immigrant 
influxes from the Huguenots in the 17th century 
through the Irish fleeing the potato famine in the 
19th, the Jewish people fleeing the Russian 
Pogroms in the early 20th century to Bengali 
sailors who stayed on and opened the curry 
houses.  One building he showed us had been a 
church, a synagogue and is now a mosque! The 
most infamous character associated with the area 
was Jack the Ripper, who was never unmasked 
but has been the subject of many theories as to 
his true identity! 
Our next meeting is on 10th October and is a 
presentation about Hearing Dogs. 

Fyfield and West Overton 
Parish Council 

Traffic: The Par ish Council continues to take an 
active role in local traffic issues across the Parish 
including parking and road signage. 
Permission has been obtained from Wiltshire 
Council’s Highways department to proceed with 
Community Speed Watch in Lockeridge following 
the introduction of the 20mph limit in 2017. The 
Highways department will provide guidance on the 
process and volunteers will be invited to participate.  
The Council has continued to collaborate with 
neighbouring Parishes as part of a joint initiative to 
improve road safety along the A4 from Manton to 
Avebury. 
Emergency Planning: 
Parish Emergency Team 
The Parish Emergency Team includes volunteer 
representatives from the 3 villages; Fyfield, 
Lockeridge and West Overton. The Team has 
prepared the Parish Emergency Plan to provide 
immediate assistance in the event of an unforeseen 
major emergency in which public services are 
unable to cope temporarily: for example in the event 
of a severe snowfall or a prolonged power outage. 
The Team has begun preparations for the winter and 
has requested the refilling of grit / salt bins from the 
Wiltshire Council Highways Department. 

Parish Assets: Knights Close, West Over ton - 
Works to refurbish the play area are commencing 
Monday 23rd September and expected to be 
completed by 4th October, funded by S106 Money. 
The play area will be officially opened at 2.30pm on 
19th October. 
Website: The new Par ish website is now very 
close to going live.  
Planning The council have revised their  process 
for dealing with planning applications the details of 
which will be available on the website.  
World Heritage Site: Concerns have been raised 
on the increasing occupation by lorries, caravans 
and cars at the Overton Hill end of the Ridgeway 
creating limited parking space for walkers and 
others who wish to enjoy the landscape.  
Youth Club: The youth club is running 
successfully with stable numbers of attendees. 
Volunteers are still needed to help run it please. The 
next meeting is the 17th October. 
Defibrillators: We were successful in our  grant 
application to the Marlborough Area Board who are 
funding 50%, with 50% being funded by the Parish 
Council and donations. 4 defibrillators will be 
acquired. One will be positioned at the Who Da’ 
Thought It pub in Lockeridge and one at the bus 
shelter in West Overton.  
The other 2 are for Upper and Lower Fyfield where 
we have considered the church or petrol station. 
They need to be visible, have an electric power 
source and on an outside wall. Suggestions for other 
locations in Fyfield would be welcome. Contact 
Anstice Barring on 07786038359 
Parish Name: We have an opportunity to rename 
our Parish council as ‘Kennet Valley Parish 
Council’ to better reflect our three villages. Do 
you agree with this proposal? Please let the 
Parish clerk know. 
The next Parish Council meeting will be on 25 
November at 7pm in the Kennet Valley Hall. 
 

WEST OVERTON, FYFIELD AND EAST KENNETT  
CHURCHES  

“VIEWS FROM  
THE KENNET VALLEY” 

2020 CALENDAR  
For the fourth year and to help our churches at West Overton, Fyfield 
and East Kennett we are again producing a calendar compiled from 

photos of our surrounding countryside submitted by local residents. The 
spiral bound, wall hanging A4 calendar will be available at the end of 

September at £7.00 each, including envelope.   
 

ORDER FORM 

Quantity required  ____  at  £7.00 each      Total  £_____ 

 

PAYMENT 
Cheques payable to: 
West Overton Church, Fyfield Church or   
East Kennett Church. 
Or by BACS  : Sort code: 30-92-63 A/C 01399919 

Total amount £ ________   Paid by cheque    

     Paid by BACS   

Please return this order to: The Church Office, The 
Garden Room,  62 Lockeridge, Marlborough, SN8 4EL 
 
        Name:  ………………………………………………….. 
 
        Address:   ………………………………………………. 
   
 Tel no. or email:   ………………………….... 

 
Telephone 01672 861798 with any queries or for more 

information 
 

With grateful thanks for your support 
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Lottery  
Grant Award  

for  
Kennet Valley Hall 

 
The Kennet Valley Hall Management Committee are delighted to 
announce they have received a grant of £32,536 from The National Lottery 
Community Fund. This award represents a substantial contribution towards 
the reconstruction of the Hall roof. The decision to make the award was in 
recognition that the Hall was the operational base for a wide range of 
community, charity and social groups who`s activities would be severely 
disrupted should the current state of the Hall roof deteriorate further. The 
balance of the total cost of £47,536 will come from the Hall`s own accrued 
funds. 
The KVH Committee would like to thank both the players of The National 
Lottery together with the many organisations and individuals who hire the 
hall for their support in obtaining this funding.  

One family learning for life, on a 
journey towards our potential 

 
 

Church of England, Voluntary 
Aided School 

www.kennetvalley.wilts.sch.uk 
 

September 2019 Update 
We are delighted to welcome 9 new reception children to our 
school.  All these pupils have settled in very well and our small 
year groups always enhance this settling in period. It is lovely to 
see our new year ones taking responsibility for caring for the 
new younger pupils in their class. Our pupils have returned from 
the summer break refreshed, energised and excited to learn! 

Sporting recognition - At the end of last term we were thr illed 
to receive the national Gold School Games award!  This 
recognises our high level of commitment to and development of 
competition, school sport, physical education and physical 
activity. The award is based on levels of participation, 
competition, links with external sports clubs and pupils involved 
with sports leadership activities. We are always seeking new 
sporting opportunities for our pupils and at the end of term our 
leavers had a marvelous time learning to sail. Our morning run 
remains a daily activity for all pupils and continues to develop 
fitness levels. Evidence demonstrates that pupils are better able 
to concentrate in the classroom after a period of exercise. 

A new reading scheme was launched this term suppor ted by an 
updated selection of great new books for reading at school and 
home. I am very grateful to The Friends and two anonymous 
donors who enabled us to purchase these. I am committed to 
deepening our pupils’ love of reading through being easily able 
to access a wide-range of high quality books.  
We’ve had an impressive selection of story and letter writing 
entries for our class competitions where the winners will win 
tickets at the Marlborough Literature Festival - winners to be 
announced very soon! 

Curriculum plans – we have started a new system of the block 
teaching with a focus on exploring science in the first 3 weeks, 
moving on to history and then a geography block at the end of 
this half term. This will create more time for the pupils to really 
engage with the subjects and build on their learning in more solid 
blocks of time. For example, our year 3&4 have been learning 
about the digestive system every day so far this term through 
science, art and writing and maths related activities and are able 
to work at greater depth building on knowledge from the 
previous session. Our parents are able to support their children 
using some resources we provide to aid discussion and revisit 
learning at school. 

After school clubs – once again we are providing a wide range of 
clubs including Spanish with Maria Gonzalez, Gardening Club 
kindly provided by Mrs Tutin, netball and Mad Science led by 
“Lava Laura!” Our morning Dragon Club remains popular for 
breakfast and playtime from 8am. 

Little Angels and Kennet Valley Toddlers - we continue to enjoy 
hosting both these groups which are fun for the children and 
adults. They create a friendly and relaxing opportunity for 
parents and carers to get-together and to come and see the school 
in action. We receive some lovely positive feedback from those 
attending.  

Our Open Days for September 2020 new starters are coming 
up on 7th, 14th and 21st November 09.30-11.30 – a warm 
welcome awaits you. Come and meet us and spend some time 
sampling our school day and talk to teachers and pupils. We 
provide a broad curriculum supported by a range of learning 
opportunities in and out of the classroom.  
 
We are a happy school and happy pupils are good learners!  

Year 7 pupils – It is great to hear how well our previous year 6 
pupils have settled into their new schools at St. Johns in 
Marlborough and Dauntsys. They have quickly engaged in an 
assortment of new extra-curricular activities. Our pupils at St 
Johns tell us how friendly it is there and they welcome the cheery 
greetings of our ex pupils!  

 
 

Mrs Emma Russell, Headteacher 

Kennet Valley   
National Trust Association 

( https://kennetvalleynta.weebly.com/meetings-and-outings.html )  
  
Meetings are held  on the 3rd Monday of each month commencing at 
7.30pm at KENNET VALLEY HALL, Lockeridge, SN8 4EL  and 
occasionally at Slade House, St James' Gardens, Devizes,  SN10 1EL .  
Entry charges including refreshments :  Members £3.00  
      Non-Members £4.00 
Meetings  

21st October (D)  The Fenton Collection- an historic 
photographic collection recently transferred to the Fox Talbot 
Museum, Lacock, where volunteers have catalogued an array of 
cameras and equipment as well as thousands of photographs- Sue 
Spanton and Brian Hinton.  

                                          (Meeting in DEVIZES) 
18th November The Real Wolfhall (note- this is written as one 
word!) The history and archaeology (Not the book) with Graham 
Bathe 

9th December  Christmas Social 
OUTINGS 
Friday October 4th 2019  Tour of the Bristol Old Vic and the Red  
    Lodge Museum 
19th to 26th May 2020  Istrian Cruise 

http://www.kennetvalley.wilts.sch.uk
https://kennetvalleynta.weebly.com/meetings-and-outings.html
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AVEBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
Headlines from Avebury Parish Council’s meeting on 3 September 2019 

New member: We warmly welcomed Mike Daniel on his return to the 
Council. 
Planning: We suppor ted applications to under take work on tr ees at the 
Vicarage and at Shipway’s. The National Trust’s project to refurbish and 
improve Circles Café is on track although additional work to one side of the roof 
may delay completion. We have heard nothing about the South Street 
application. 
Solstice: We considered a paper  summarising repor ted exper ience of this 
year’s events and agreed a way forward for 2020, deciding to have a meeting 
with the relevant authorities in good time to confirm a management plan. 
Parish Emergency Plan: We thanked the par ish Civil Emergency Volunteer  
(Mrs Farthing) and Mrs Lewis, whose plan we approved.   
Transport Group: Subject to two small changes, the Group agreed designs 
prepared by Wiltshire Highways consultants Atkins to improve road safety at 
West Kennett and Beckhampton. The Council endorsed the Group’s approval. 
The designs await Wiltshire Council’s decision to make sufficient funding 
available for implementation.  
Local issues: We heard from Mike Daniel and members of the public about 
broad-based support for a permissive pathway between Avebury and 
Winterbourne Monkton and agreed to set up a stakeholder working group to 
progress the proposal. BT is being asked to refurbish the telephone box at West 
Kennett lay-by. We decided to undertake a safety audit before replacing the 
adjacent bench, recently destroyed by car. The noticeboard at the same place will 
be restored. We agreed to co-host a meeting with the Trust on 10 September to 
consider parking issues around Avebury (see ‘stop press’ below). We decided to 
set up a working group to engage with BT to deliver fit for purpose broadband 
and mobile telephony for the whole parish. We decided to pay a visit to 
Mildenhall’s state of the art play area to stimulate thoughts about our own play 
area.   
Date of next meeting: 1 October  at 19h30 at the Social Centre (members of 
the public are very welcome). 
Draft minutes of this meeting may be found on the Avebury Parish Council 
website. 
STOP PRESS: Over  30 par ishioners debated car  parking challenges 
following a presentation given by Jan Tomlin, agreeing to present a summary at 
the APC meeting on 1 October and an action-oriented report at the next APC 
meeting (5 November).   

National Trust News 
Circles Café update 

The refurbishment of Circles Café is moving along nicely.  
The electrics have been replaced, the roof is now sound and 

the new floor is being installed this week. All being well, we’re 
on schedule to open in mid to late November.  There’ll be an 

invitation to the Avebury community to come and have a look 
before we officially open - we’ll put a notice out when we have a firm date.  
Meanwhile, should you have any questions please contact 
eva.stuetzenberger@nationaltrust.org.uk . 

Autumn programming 
Autumn at Avebury is all about celebrating the harvest as we reflect on the 
summer and look towards the colder months. This year, as well as harvest 
displays in Avebury Chapel and the Avebury Manor kitchen, there’ll be an apple 
celebrations weekend on the 19th and 20th October. This takes place in the 
orchard of the Manor garden (and Avebury residents have free entry) and 
includes apple pressing and tasting, children’s activities and a chance to chat to 
the garden team.  
We’ll be offering our usual half-term activities for families with a trail around 
the Old Farmyard and some extra interpretation in the house. 
Looking ahead, this year’s Christmas theme is ‘Christmas carols’.   Each room of 
Avebury Manor will be decorated to depict a different carol. From lords-a-
leaping in the Dining Room to angel wings festooning the Queen Anne bedroom.  
The decorations have all been made by a talented team of dedicated volunteers. It 
takes over 5,000 hours for the Christmas team to bring the house to life for the 
festive season and visitors will surely enjoy admiring the beautiful decorations as 
well as spotting which carols are being displayed.  There are also Christmas 
wreath making workshops, winter rambles around the stone circles and carol 
concerts in the Chapel. 
An Invitation 
We’d be delighted if residents of Avebury would join us for the Christmas at 
Avebury Manor preview event on Friday 22nd November at 3pm. Come along 
and see the house decorated for Christmas before we open it to the public.  
There’ll be mince pies and a warm drink to get you in the Christmas spirit.  
Please RSVP to hazel.barry-scott@nationaltrust.org.uk . 
Finally, as usual, please do come and visit us at the Estate Office if you have a 
question, concern or idea – or you can contact us via Matthew Claridge on 01672 
539250 or avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk.  Don’t forget that residents have free 
entry to Avebury Manor and Gardens and the Alexander Keiller Museum.  

mailto:eva.stuetzenberger@nationaltrust.org.uk
mailto:hazel.barry-scott@nationaltrust.org.uk
mailto:avebury@nationaltrust.org.uk
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W    S  

H E A T I N G  E N G I N E E R S 
SERVICING    INSTALLATION   MAINTAINANCE 

1 Glenmore Business Centre. 

Hopton Park 

London Rd. Devizes 

SN10 2EQ 

Tel:  01380 726284 

Fax: 01380 726297 

SWIFT Services Ltd 

MOONS OVENCLEANING 
  Local – Professional - Affordable 

 
Let us do the dirty work with tender loving care of 
your oven, hob, range, Aga, microwave or extractor 
using our eco-friendly and non-caustic system 

Call now on 01672 556404  
or 07723 048436 

www.moonsovencleaning.co.uk 
The same Father/Son run business established 

 in 2003 but with a new name 

Come and practise gentle hatha yoga in the 
beautiful surrounds of Avebury, at a 
spectacular location overlooking the 

Avebury stones. 
New YOGA classes every  

Thursday evening at 6.30pm - 7.30pm 
At The Avebury Henge Shop,  
in The Gallery space upstairs. 

Yoga mats, cushions and bolsters provided, 
as well as water and herbal teas after yoga. 

 
There is an option to stay for the guided 
meditation led by  
Ivan Brownrigg (7.30pm - 8.30pm) 
 
Contact: Stefanie Young  
stefanieyoung@mac.com or 07516 313 502 
for more information, prices and booking. 
 

Yoga By The Stone -  
NEW YOGA CLASSES starting in Avebury 

£220 Raised for  
Kennet Valley Hall 

As a result of yet another marvellous Harvest Supper 
organised by Jean Clements and Mary Throup and attended 
by over 60 guests the Hall’s funds have benefitted by over 
£220.  The evening provided a 3 course meal with drinks for 
£6.50 a head and great entertainment to follow. Fantastic 
value and great fun. How do they do it! 
A huge thank you to everyone who contr ibuted to the 
night from setting up to preparing and serving the meal. 

KRM Carpentry 
City and Guilds qualified with 40 years' 

experience 

Kevin Mengham Tel : 01373 858393/ 07858079805 
krmcarpentry@outlook.com 

 Kitchens 

 Windows and doors 

 Skirtings and architraves 

 1st and 2nd fix carpentry 

 Wood flooring 

 Ceramic wall tiling 

 General property 

maintenance 

A Date for your diary 
Friday 13th Dec. 
Christmas Bingo 

Kennet Valley Hall 

Kennet Valley Hall`s  
new roof takes shape 

  

  Out with the Old 

Having received the National 
Lottery Grant Offer in July 

work was able to commence 
in August. The difficult and 

messy job of removing the old 
slates, battens, felt and 

insulation was completed Mid
-September  

      

    In with the New 

By the last week in 
September the new 
insulation, felt and battens 
were in place ready for the 
new slates. Subject to 
weather it is hoped that the 
roof will be completed by 
the end of October 

 

 

We are an independently owned business, located on the main high street, within the 

Avebury Stone Circle. With many things to offer, we are more than just a shop…. 

Gifts - we offer a wide range of gifts, including souvenirs, books, crystals, incense,  

clothing, jewellery and more…. 

Events - we host a variety of events, from book signings in the shop, workshops in the 

upstairs space and 1:1 treatments in our treatment room. All spaces are available to hire. 

Please e-mail events@hengeshop.com for more information. 

Book Signings - we hold various book signings within the shop with a wonderful variety of 

authors. You can view our upcoming book signings on our website. If you would like to 

hold one of your own, please contact Jane at jane@hengeshop.com. 

Crystal Skulls - We have the largest collection of Crystal Skulls in the area, and all are 

available to buy either in our dedicated room located within the shop, or online at 

www.hengeskulls.com 

For more information about any of the above or to 
shop online, please visit www.hengeshop.com 

 

+44(0)1672 539229 
 

avebury@hengeshop.com 

You can find both The Henge Shop &  
Henge Skulls on  

Facebook & Instagram 

mailto:stefanieyoung@mac.com
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New Memorials and 
Restorations 

All types of memorials 
Handcrafted to a high standard in our 

own workshops at 
Pelham Court, London Road 

Marlborough 

**FREE Quotes Given** 

Telephone: 516797 
martin@mjsly.co.uk 

For a free memorial 

M J Sly 
Monumental 

Sculptor 

GETT 
Landscaping 

 
Patios, Decking, 

Driveways  
Fencing, Turfing, 

Seeding, 
Hedgecutting. 

All types of groundwork 
Contact: Tim Smith  
Mob: 07811 142390 

 
Also available Machine Hire 
and Driver Incl: 
Mini Digger Skid Steer 
Telescopic Handler  
Tractor & Implements 
Fully insured.    
Phone for a free quote 

 

I hold regular surgeries around the constituency 

- please call or email to book and appointment 

 

 
 
 

(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd 
 

SPECIALISTS IN  
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING SYSTEMS 

 

Servicing & repairs / Installation 
Landlord’s Certificates / Gas Safety Records 

 

Tel: (01793) 536871 
Email: general@austinheat.com 
Website: www.austinheat.com 

 

Trading since 1972 

K. A. Callaway. 
Great Bedwyn 

WOODSTOVES &  
CHIMNEY LININGS 

Woodstoves: many makes, new and second 
hand discounted. 

Flue lining: Stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed TV flue 
camera for internal chimney inspection.  
Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection. 
FREE site visit and advice recommended 

Tel: 01672 870619 Mobile: 0860 722646 

K. A. Gallaway - Great Bedwyn
WOODSTOVES & CHIMNEY LININGS

Woodstoves: many makes, new & second hand discounted.

Flue lining: stainless steel, ceramic, pumice. Installed TV flue camera

for internal chimney inspection. Anti-jackdaw cages for bird protection.

FREE site visit and advice recommended

TEL: 01672 870 619 MOBILE 0860 722 646

Pheasants Cottage 
Bed and Breakfast 
Linda Seeley. 31, Lower Fyfield 
Marlborough, Wilts. SN8 1PY 
Tel: 01672 861680 and 07518 281872 
enquiries@pheasantscottage.com 
www.pheasantscottage.com 

S. O. Chimney Sweeping 
Camera Survey  
Birds Nests Removed 
Fully Insured 
ICS Registered 
Friendly Local Service 
Cowls Fitted 

 
Call Sean on 07881 206536 
seanoades@hotmail.com 
www.so-chimney-sweeping.co.uk 

 

Domestic 

Installations &  
Maintenance. 
Rewires, New builds , Extensions. 
Electric Showers , Cookers . 
Electric Heating. 
Consumer unit / fuse box upgrades. 
New Sockets & Telephone Points. 
Internal / External Lighting. Cctv &I Alarm 
Systems. Fault finding & Correction. 
Public liability insurance  
for £2 million 

 

Over 30 Years 
experience 

M.Hutton Electrical 
Napit Part P Registered 

Electrician 

Tel : 07974433456 
Email ; 
M.Huttonelectrical@gmail.com 

PJD Services ` 
Ground/Garden Maintenance  
Hedge/Grass Cutting 
Garden/Ground Maintenance 
Patio cleaning 

Tel: 07469 757333  
 Pjdservices1@outlook.com  

Fully Insured 

 

SHEPPARD DECORATORS 
WE CONSIDER PROJECTS OF ALL SIZES 

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR. 

CALL DARREN FOR A FRIENDLY QUOTE. 
01380 725652 07876 433655 

WWW.SHEPPARD-DECORATORS.CO.UK 

Sheppard Decorators 

Est. 1991 D. W. Oliver Tree Services Ltd 
B.Sc.A.I.W.Sc. 

TREE PRUNING  
LANDSCAPING 
WOODCHIPPING  
TREE FELLING 
FORESTRY CONTRACTING  
FENCING 

Tel 01672 861310 
Mobile 07976 644706 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 
£5M INSURANCE 

Tree Surgery works carried out by qualified staff  

E-mail: info@dwoliver.com 
Web: www.dwoliver.com 

mailto:martin@mjsly.co.uk
mailto:general@austinheat.com
http://www.austinheat.com
mailto:seanoades@hotmail.com
mailto:Pjdservices1@outlook.com
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ON CALL DAY & NIGHT 
01672 512444 OR 810727 
Wagon Yard London Road 
Marlborough Wiltshire  

SN8 1LH 

WELDING     BREAKDOWN 

M.O.T.S.  SERVICING  

CHALKY'S 
WORKSHOP 

Hillside Farm,  
Rhyles Lane, Lockeridge, 

TEL:  01672 861123 

Brickwork, Ceramic 
Tiling, Painting and 
Decorating, Garden 
Fencing and General Maintenance. 
 

With 30+ years of experience, there isn't 
much I haven't come across, so for a free 
quotation or simply to 'Pick my 
brain!'     Contact me:- 

5 Southfield,  

West Overton,  

Wilts, SN8 4HE 

Phone: 01672 861438 

Mobile: 07732989650 

E-mail: brianwattsbuilds@gmail.com 

Brian Watts 
 

 
Katherine Butler 

BSc (Hons) ARCS MMCA LRCC 
  

McTimoney Chiropractor 

You may benefit from Chiropractic treatment if you suffer from: 

    Back, neck and shoulder pain 

    Inability to relax 

    Joint pain including hip and knee pain from osteoarthritis 

    General aches and pains including those of joints, muscle spasms and cramp 

    Headaches arising from the neck 

    Prevention of migraine 

    Sporting aches and pains 

www.thegranaryclinic.co.uk Tel: 07833250208 
  

The Granary Clinic, Manor Farm, Avebury Trusloe, Marlborough, SN8 1QY 

Contact Tamara for more  
details & to make a booking: 

t: 07554 246877 
e: tamara@ttholistics.co.uk 

www.ttholistics.co.uk 
 

Reflexology • Aromatherapy • Massage 
Available now near Avebury 

 S. White 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
ARBORICULTURE 

All aspects of tree work undertaken 
Hedge cutting/reductions 

Stump grinding 
Planting 

Logs and Wood Chip available 
Simon-white22@hotmail.com       

Tel: 01672 861566 
Mob: 07917 353314 

EARTHWISE  
GARDEN DESIGN LTD. 

ANYA HOPE MEDLIN (MA 
Cantab) 

Qualified and experienced horticulturalist and 
garden designer offers an individual and personal 

service. 
* Complete design and build service 
* Planting plans for complete gardens or single borders 
* Restoration of neglected gardens * Consultation and plant sourcing 
* Wild gardens/personalised retreats 

 Tel/Fax 01672 861462   Mobile 07970 590674 
e-mail:-  anya.earthwise@googlemail.com 

 

t: 07554 246877 
e: tamara@ttholistics.co.uk 

www.ttholistics.co.uk 
 

Reflexology • Aromatherapy • Massage 
Contact Tamara for more details and bookings 

Holistic Therapies in 
Avebury Trusloe, Avebury & 

Marlborough 

http://www.thegranaryclinic.co.uk
mailto:tamara@ttholistics.co.uk
http://www.ttholistics.co.uk
mailto:tamara@ttholistics.co.uk
http://www.ttholistics.co.uk
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WHO’S WHO in the Upper Kennet Churches  
 

RECTOR - REV’D MARIA SHEPHERDSON   01672 539643 
 The Rectory, 27 High Street, Avebury, SN8 1RF  
 email     revmariashepherdson@outlook.com               
If you require a priest in an emergency and are unable to contact Rev’d Maria please telephone one of the churchwardens. 
BENEFICE SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTITIVES:  Mrs. Elizabeth Daley  01672 539277 
        Mr. Roderick Palfrey  01793 731067 
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS 
 Mrs Claire Stiles      01793 731620 c.j.stiles@hotmail. co.uk 
 Mr Graham Kitchen       01672 861349 graham@grahamkitchen.com> 
BENEFICE OFFICE:  Anne Robinson, Sophie Roberts (Mon-Thurs, 10am-1pm)  
 Tel:  01672 861786 e-mail:  upperkennetchurches@gmail.com 
 Website:  www.kennet8.org.uk 
 Address:  The Garden Room, 62 Lockeridge, SN8 4EL 
CHURCHWARDENS    

AVEBURY   Mrs Maureen Dixon   01672 539690 
    Mrs Sandra Hues   01672 539444    shues01@hotmail.com 
    Mrs Helen Vickers   01672 539482    brian.helen.vickers@googlemail.com 
EAST KENNETT  Mr Graham Kitchen    01672 861349 graham@grahamkitchen.com 
    Mrs Jo Snape    01672 861267  Josiesnape@aol.com 
WEST OVERTON  Mrs Susan Rogers   01672 861374 sjrogers44@gmail.com 
FYFIELD  Ms Vicky Evans   01672 861622 bixevans@gmail.com  
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Ms Penny Gold  01672 539158 goldpennygold@aol.com 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Mrs Glynis Long   01793 731398  glynislong@btopenworld.com 
    Mr Peter Barry    01793 731589    peter17.barry@gmail.com 
BROAD HINTON  Miss Sally Cartwright   01793 731050 sally.cartwright@broadhinton.org.uk 
    Mrs Gill Crabtree   07774 424125    gill.crabtree1@gmail.com 
    Mr Robert Fitzpatrick   01793 739156    rft.fitzp@gmail.com 

Benefice Council Lay Chairman  Mr Mark Wightman  01793 731452  wightman1944@btinternet.com 
 
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL SECRETARIES 

AVEBURY     Mr David Davidge  01672 513819 mail@dwdmar.plus.com 
EAST KENNETT, FYFIELD 
& WEST OVERTON    Mrs Lynne Williams 01672 861511 lynne.williams55@gmail.com  
WINTERBOURNE MONKTON  Mr Bill Buxton  01672 539199 bill.buxton@btinternet.com 
WINTERBOURNE BASSETT  Mr Martin Knight 01793 731764 martin@vintry.co.uk    
BROAD HINTON    Mrs Marjorie Sykes 01793 731471 marjorie.sykes@btinternet.com 

 
MAGAZINES  
UPPER KENNET NEWS in Fyfield, West Overton, East & West Kennett, Beckhampton, Avebury Trusloe, Avebury, 
Winterbourne Monkton & Berwick Bassett: 
Editor  David Throup, Longmynd, Lockeridge SN8 4ED  01672 861279  davidthroup@aol.com 
Please send all copy including advertising and payment to David Throup. 
Final copy date 20th of each month. 
 
LOCAL NEWS in Uffcott, Broad Hinton & Winterbourne Bassett: 
Editor  Dawn May        01793 739130 3villageslocalnews@gmail.com 
Final copy date 20th of each month. 

What’s On at AVEBURY SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB  

 
Thursday Darts and Friday Skittles League Nights, please see Club website for fixtures etc www.avebury-club.co.uk 

Unless stated, all activities start at approx. 8.30 pm 
Saturday   5th -  Saturday Bingo  
Saturday 12th -  Skittles For Cash 
Saturday 19th – Fashion Show – please see separate advert & website for times etc  
Saturday 26th – Darts Tournament - Minimum of £150 Prize Fund  

Registration by 7.45pm  for 8.00pm start 

BINGO every Sunday Eyes down 8.00pm - £££ Cash prizes 

Hiring Avebury Club - we offer the following – 
  

 Large Main Room – Ideal for Parties, Meetings and Dis-
plays 

 Skittles Alley, Pool Table & Dart Boards 
 Large TV which can be used for Presentations & Quizzes 
 External Seating Area with Great Views 

 Licensed Bar with Draft Cider, Beer, Lager & Ales,  
and loads more Choices 

 Fibre Optic Broadband & WiFi 
 Surround Sound Speakers with Wireless / Bluetooth  

Audio System 
 Seating and Tables Suitable for All Arrangements 

LARGE FREE CAR PARK 
(when you book the club) 

Please visit the website www.avebury-club.co.uk to check availability and download and pr int out booking for ms.  You can contact Alan 
Blake – Club Secretary on 07860 112455 or email at AveburyClub@aol.com  or alternatively call Avebury Club (when open) on 01672 

539258 
  

ALL ENQUIRIES AND BOOKINGS ARE TO BE AGREED AND FINALISED WITH THE CLUB’S SECRETARY ONLY. 

mailto:claire.stiles1@btinternet.com
mailto:upkennet@fish.co.uk
mailto:sjrogers44@gmail.com
mailto:glynislong@btopenworld.com
mailto:sally.cartwright@broadhinton.org.uk
mailto:gill.crabtree1@gmail.com
mailto:wightman1944@btinternet.com
http://www.avebury-club.co.uk/
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Advertisers Index 
 

Company Telephone 
Absolutely Pawgeous - Dog grooming 07557 411904 

Austin Heating 01793 536871 

Avebury Club 01672 539258 

Brian Watts 01672 861438 

Carpet Clean 01672 871414 

Chalky's Workshop  01672 861123 

Claire Perry MP 01380 729358 

David Oliver Tree Services 01672 861310 

Diane MacKinder 01672 512444 

Earthwise Garden Design 01672 861462 

Gett Landscaping 07811 142390 

Granary Clinic 07833 250208 

K A Callaway. Woodstoves and chimneys  01672 870619 

KRM Carpentry 01373 858393 

Massage 2 Health 07789 529884 

M. Hutton. Electrical Installation and repairs 07974 433456 

M J Sly. Monumental Mason 01672 516797 

Moon’s Ovencleaning 01672 556404   

PJD Services. Garden maintenance 07469 757333 

Pheasants Cottage B&B 01672 861680  

Sarsen Kennels 01672 861288 

Sean Oades Chimney Sweep 07881 206536 

Sheppard Decorators 01380 501898  

Simon White - Garden and arborcultural 01672 861566 

TT Holistics 07554 246877 

W.S. Swift 01380 726284 

To reserve tickets for the above please email 
events@kvh.org.uk 

Or book through  www.eventbrite.co.uk 

KENNET VALLEY HALL 
Sunday 20th October 

FISHERMAN’S FRIENDS 
Starring: Tuppence 

Middleton, James 
Purefoy, Daniel Mays 
Ten fishermen from 
Cornwall achieve a 
Top 10 hit after they 
are signed by 
Universal Records for 
their canny talent of 
being able to sing a 
sea shanty or two. 
 
To reserve your tickets 
please email 
movies@kvh.org.uk 
 
See www.kvh.org.uk/movies for full details 

of our autumn programme 


